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NAPOLEON 

IN EXILE: ST. HELENA 


CHAPTER XVI 

THE DEPORTATION* OF LAS CASES 

T he servant of Count Las Cases at Longwood was a 
mulatto, named James Scott Las Cases sent 
Scott with a seciet message to Baroness Sturmer, 
a fact which the Baron at once commumcated to 
Sir Hudson Lowe ; who then learned that Scott had been 
engaged as servant by Las Cases without the sanction of Sir 
George Cockbum, and that he did not bear a good character. 
On the 18th November, 1816, he informed Las Cases that he 
would have to change his servant, to which the Count replied, 
m the Longwood manner of sulky defiance, that the servant 
of his choice might be taken from him but he could not be 
compelled to accept the substitute offered by the Governor. 
Lowe was hardened to that kmd of reply. Scott was re- 
moved on the 15th, and forbidden all commumcation with 
Longwood 

The loss of his servant came at a time when Las Cases was 
most anxious for an honourable excuse for leavmg St Helena. 
The weak state of his eyes prevented him from writing much, 
and so the daily journal had to be dictated to his son, who 
in his turn had developed a heart weakness of a somewhat 
alanmng nature. Las Cases and his son were m the smallest 

9 



10 NAPOrioN m EXILE ST HELENA 

find moat nncomfortable rooms, at the bock of the house. 
They ^ve^c at this time the most miserable of the followers, 
and the journal having now attained a substantial size, Las 
Cases gave evident signs of icsUvcncss 
His relations with the other followers had never been good 
and had been steadily growing worse. Goulrgaud told 
Bertrand, who appears to have agreed, that the complaints 
against Sir Hudson Lowe merely aggravated their position 
that it was all due to ** the follies and mtngues of Cases, 
hifi promenades, hts meetings on horseback. “ Las Cases is 
always urgmg on His Majesty, and so does him much harm. 
Gourgaud was right Los Cases was the mspirer of much 
of the Violence against Sir Hudson Lowe, and the cause of 
many of the Longwood troubles 
When Scott was removed Montholon told Gourgaud he 
was sure Las Coses would soon go In effect he was much 
upset ’ His Majesty,* wntea Gourgaud, ** takes a great 
mterest m this poor man We dme. The Emperor sends for 
news of this poor Las Coses Ah returns with the report that 
he IS m bed but hopes to mana^ some soup and a nice fowl 
‘ Ah, the poor man, exclfums Montholon To which His 
Majesty makes no response. After dinner His Majesty sends 
the young one to keep his father company and then talks 
agam about his dear Las Cases * The vexations of the 
Governor without doubt have been the cause of his Alness, 

I object, * flays Gourgaud, that I suffered as much as 
M. Las Cases when they took my servant, and that for three 
days I had no domestic to attend me. 

Next day there was a scene, Bertrand was instructed by 
Napoleon to tell Gourgaud that Las Cases, being a chamber 
lam, should take precedence over him, to which Gourgaud 
answered by citing all the pnvil^es to which he was entitled 
from his position of Chief Orderly OfiBcer to His Majesty 
concluding with the remark. In no event will I a soldier, give 
way to a chamberlam who is not m reahty anything but a 
titled valet. 
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Napoleon sent for Gourgaud and Montholon. He ex- 
pressed to them his appreciation of the society of Las Cases, 
a -man of great merit, and told them they ought to make 
friends with him. Gourgaud replied that the chamberlam 
was too much of a J esmt for him, whereupon Napoleon told 
him bluntly that as regards character he had less even than 
a child. Gourgaud appealed to Montholon, who remarked 
that, for Ins part, he had been a Mimster Plempotentiary, he 
was a General, also a Chamberlam, he had served his country 
seventeen years, and that never, under any pretext, would he 
give way to Las Cases. Napoleon said that if he had semonty 
as a Chamberlam that made a difference — a remark which 
preluded an attack on Gourgaud who, he observed, thought 
too much of himself and was jealous also of Montholon. 
Gourgaud rephed that he was m agreement ‘with Montholon, 
that nothing would ever affect their good relations, that his 
only hope was that His Majesty could not mtend the hard 
words by which he was crushing them. The Emperor ended 
by laymg down that after Bertrand and Las Cases came 
Mme. de Montholon, and that as for Gourgaud and Montholon 
they were two children who together counted only as one 
person “ My calculation is,” concludes Gourgaud, “ that 
the young Emanuel should go before me, smce at thirty-three 
years of age, and after seventeen years of service, I am 
treated like a child.” 

When, before dinner. Las Cases and Mme. de Montholon 
were in attendance on the Emperor in the salon, Madame 
bemg m tears, Napoleon told her he did not mean a word of 
what he had said to her husband. Gourgaud adds m triumph 
that he walked into the dmmg-room before the chamberlam, 
and that “ His Majesty is very affable towards us, but not 
to Las Cases.” This effort to soothe the feehngs of the out- 
raged Generals did httle good, Gourgaud had to resort to 
medicme to reheve his suffermgs, and Montholon declared 
that he would leave St. Helena rather than give precedence 
to Las Cases! Next day, to prevent further scenes, Napoleon 
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dined m his room, Jja Coses m his, tind Gourgaud m his, 
leaving the Montholons to toLc the bouse dinner by them 
selves m the dimng room* 

Las Coses writes m his journal of the horrors of hzs sitoa 
tion, ‘ eicilcd, and probably for ever, to a deserted rock two 
thousand leagues from home, confined m a email prison 
beneath a sky, in a climate, on a soil, totally diflercnt from 
that of ray native country I am hastening to a premature 
grave, the only probable conclusion of my misery Bereft of 
ray wife, chddreo and friends, who though they still hve 
may be said to be no longer in the same world with me, 
shut out from all communication with ra^T^bind, I deplore 
the recoUechon of family affections, and the charms of 
friendship and soacty Then he turns to his one consola 
tion Here I am not surrounded by mere illusions and 
historical recollections I am m actual contact with the 
bving roan who has accomplished so many prodigies. Every 
day, every moment, I may contemplate the features of him 
who With a glance, ordered battles, and decided the fate of 
Empires, I may gaze on the brow, etc, 

I may presume to touch the hand etc. * I hear the 
voice of him who etc *I converse, almost familiarly 

with the monarch who etc. I see bun, I hear him speak, 

I attend on him, and, perhaps, even help to console him 
Can I then lay claim to pity ? On the contrary, will not 
thousands envy my lot ? 

These pleasures however geraune and honourable, were not 
potent enough to reconcile Las Cases to a life of permanent 
exile. The hostihty of the Montholons and Gourgaud 
strengthened bis longing to escape. His opportumty now 
came, 

James Scott contrived, m the darkness of even in g to evade 
all the sentries and enter the apartment of his former master 
Las Coscfl proposed to use him for further clandestme com 
mtmications, this tim e with correspondents m Europe, 
whither Scott would go as the servant of some officer return 
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ing to England.^ Las Cases broached the matter to Napoleon, 
who looked through the documents which might be utilized, 
and talked about the work of transcription, but gave no 
positive orders. Next day when Las Cases spoke again abbut 
the project Napoleon evmced no sign of mterest, from which 
the Count concluded that it was to be prosecuted but not 
in such a manner as to imphcate the Emperor m case of 
discovery. As Gonnard observes : ^ “ He left Las Cases to 
take the nsks while retaining for himself the chances of 
success and the possibility of repudiating Las Cases in case of 
failure.” Las Cases for his part rushed wilhngly into dang^, 
hopmg that as a result he might be deported from the island. 

Scott passed through the sentries a second time, and was 
told to return next day. There was still left some of the 
satin on which young Las Cases had written the Montholon 
Remonstrance, for Santim. Emanuel now copied on it, in 
mmute characters, letters from his father to Lady Clavermg, 
a French lady who had befnended Las Cases m England, 
and to Lucien The satm was given to Scott, who sewed it 
m his clothmg, and then passed through the sentnes once 
more and returned to Jamestown The success of these 
passages to and fro does not speak well for the watchfulness 
of the guard. It would seem that, m spite of the sentries, 
who were said to be close under his ivmdows, Napoleon could 
have left Longwood m the mght if he had been so minded. 

James Scott showed the waistcoat to his father, John 
Scott, a white man, who reported the matter to Sir Hudson 
Lowe, with the result that James was arrested, at James- 
town. 

Then came the turn of Cojlnt Las Cases. On the 25th 
November, 1816, at 4 pm. Las Cases and Gourgaud were 
with Napoleon m the garden. “ Five oranges were brought 
on a plate, with a kmfe and some sugar,” writes the chamber- 

^ Las Cases told Lowe that Scott had "offered” his services, and when 
Lowe replied that Scott denied it, las Cases said by " offered ” lie meant 
that tlie sen^ant raised no objections 

3 " Les Ongines,” p 362 
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Major Gorrcqucr told Las Cases that the Governor vrould 
at once have dinner sent for him from Plantation Honse, and 
expressed the Governor s regret at the distance it would have 
to travel (about four miles), and said the Governor ordered 
that anything Las Coses required should be provided. Lpb 
C oses was effusive in his thanks * 

On the 28th November the two Los Cases were removed 
from Major Hamson s to a cottage belonging to Balcombe, 
not far distant, whence the house and grounds of Longwood 
ore plainly visible. The cottage is still m existence it is of 
small dimensions Here was Balcombe s poultry farm, 
where the fowls ducks, geese, and turkeys were fattened for 
Napoleon s table. There was a small garden m which the 
prisoners could take exercise The sentries were kqit as 
much 08 possible out of sight. 

The Governor came nearly every day to see Las Cases, 
The Count told him, m the presence of Major Gorrequer that 
he “ found him reasonable and frank m all his proceedings 
that on his part he felt pleasure in saying he now saw things 
m a different light ‘ at Longwood, he said * one sees things 
through a veil of blood this veil had now been withdrawn 
from before his eyes, and he now spoke as a stranger to 
Longwood, and with all the frankness natural to him. He 
rq>eated this on a subsequent occasion he said that ‘ he 
now spoke and saw things as a stranger to Longwood that 
many circumstances appeared to him in a very different light 
t.hfiTi -when he was there that the same good might result 
to others by proper explanation and the bloody veil which 
was extended over Longwood iioight thus be removed He 
acknowledged with pleasure the attention he had received 
from the Governor smee he was m his present situation. 

Dr Baxter who attended Emanuel Las Cases at Bal 
combe s cottage, reported to Lowe that the Count ‘ said 
that, however your actions might be influenced by polttacal 

^ In the Memorial be ia not «ah*iD*d to leT. that when at 11 p-m. he 
Tp fi#iVl j ubed for a morad of bread the aentriea anawered me by preaent- 
tnj thilr hayoneta.” 
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WITH FLAGSTAFF HILL, AS SEEN FROM LONGU OOD 
From a photograph bj Graham Ealfour 
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motives and circumstances, your conduct towards him since 
his removal from Longwood has been marked with that 
politeness and attention which was m every way agreeable to 
his feelings, and that he saw at present your character in a 
very different hght and through qmte another medium than 
when at Longwood.” 

Las Cases was, doubtless, most anxious to obtain a good 
footing with the Governor, but that the change of feelmg was 
genume is shown by an entry m the “Memorial,” of the 7th 
Deeember, 1816 . “ I must confess that this Governor, 

since he has had me m his power, has behaved towards me 
with the utmost politeness, and the most marked attention 
I have seen him go myself and remove a sentry who might, 
he said, have offended my sight, to place him behind some ' 
trees in order that I might no longer see him.”^ 

When Las Cases arrived at the Cape his opinion of the 
Governor there underwent a similar change. He wrote : 

“ I now discovered how greatly the Governor’s character 
had been misrepresented to me. Lord Charles Somerset 
was, mdeed, far from meriting the reports I had heard- 
respectmg him. Almost every man has his detractors, and 
those who have high functions to discharge seldom escape 
the tongue of calumny.” 

Las Ceiscs admitted now that on leavmg Longwood he for 
the first time saw thmgs m a reasonable hght, and found that 
Sir Hudson Lowe was a very different man from what he had 
been taught to beheve In the foul atmosphere of Longwood, 
thick with the miasma of intngue, deceit, jealousy, and 
hatred, it was impossible to see thmgs correctly. Those who 
emerged and were able to throw off that baneful influence, 
were astonished at the changed aspect of affaus, when the 
normal powers of vision had returned. 

In one of his interviews with Lowe, Las Cases made some 
interesting remarks about Napoleon. He said, speakmg of 
the mental disposition, “ C’est un vrai malade,” that one 
1 This passage has been cut out of some editions of the Memorial,” 
jn— B 
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irritahon had been follo-wcd by another, tiD it had brought 
him “ au dernier d^goflt dc la vie ' “He must be looked 
upon os a sick man , great oUowonces should be made for 
him , he expresses himself -with warmth , he la by nature 
of a quick temper , he is of tha proudest spmt , we must 
remember how many years he has been a sovereign, and that 
he has not been m the custom of rcstnunmg himself in the 
choice of words, at the same time he weighs thmgs well and 
is very slow to form a judgment. Be persuaded, Sir 
Governor, that if you knew him you would find h^m a mnn of 
the best natural disposition Napoleon at St. Helena was 
frequently peevish, ill humoured violent. But be was not 
always in the melancholy mood. One day, not feeling well 
he asked Bertrand how he was looting “ Rather yellow 
rephed the Grand BlarshoL Napoleon rose from the sofe and 
chased Bertrand round the table. “ Rather yellow, mdeed I 
Do you mtend to insult me t Do you mean to assert that I 
am bihous morose, splenetic, passionate, unjust, tyranmcal ? 
Let me get hold of your eat and I will have my revenge. 

While hving at Balcombe a cottage Las Cases dictated to 
his son many letters, some of them of portentous length. 
They are not all printed m the “ M&nonal, for he says, ‘ I 
omit a pretty voluminous correspondence. HIh letter to 
Lowe of the 19th December would covet forty large pages 
of punt. He inflicted this arduous work upon his son, 
although Baxter told hnn it was this copymg that had 
affected the boy's heart. The papers found m the trunks 
consisted of the manusenpt of the campaign of Italy, dictated 
by the Emperor, which Lowe sent back to Longwood copies 
of the correspondence between Longwood and the English 
authorities, from the time of Sir George Cockbum, which 
liOWe also retomed to Longwood and the j oumaL Napoleon 
claimed the journal as relating exclusively to himself, and 
consisting very much of matter deirved from him m conversa 
tion I*a 9 Cases it as his own handiwork. I»owc 

deaded to keep it. 
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Having secured his own exclusion from the case, Napoleon 
denounced Las Cases for his conduct ; “ not,” said he to 
O’Meara, “ that I disapprove of his endeavouring to make 
our situation known, on the contrary ; but I disapprove of 
the bunghng manner m which he attempted it. I am sorry 
for it, because people will accuse me of havmg been pnvy to 
the plan, and will have a poor opmion of my understandmg ; 
supposing me to have consented to so shallow a plot.” 

On the 30th November Las Cases wrote a long letter to 
Lowe m which he asked to be sent to England, a request he 
repeated m a second letter, of the 2nd December, and agam 
in a letter of the 4th December, m which he said : “ I demand 
of you, officially and formally, to be so good as to remove me 
from St. Helena and restore me to hberty ” He was afraid 
he would be detamed m confinement, until orders as to his 
fate were received from England. Napoleon, who was under 
the same impression, wrote his follower a letter of sympathy 
and appreciation, with the advice that he should insist on 
being sent away at once. The letter contained rather more 
than the normal abuse of Lowe. The passages relating to 
Las Cases were as follows : “ Your conduct at St. Helena 
has been, hke the whole of your hfe, honourable and irre- 
proachable ; I have pleasure m givmg you this testimony. . . . 
Your company was necessary to me. You are the only one 
who can read, speak, and understand Enghsh. How many 
mghts have you watched over me during my illnesses 1 
However, I advise you, and, if necessary, I order you, to 
demand of the Governor of this place to be sent to the 
Continent ; he cannot refuse, smce he has no power over 
you, but by virtue of the act which you have voluntarily 
signed. As there is every reason to suppose that you will 
not be allowed to come and see me before your departure, 
receive my embrace, and the assurance of my friendship. 
May you be happy.” The letter concluded with the words in 
Napoleon’s handwriting, “ Votre d4vou6, Napol6on.” 

The object of this letter was to force Lowe’s hand and 
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make him decide at once, eitiier to send Las Cases away, or 
to allow him to return to Longwood and Napoleon expected 
that the latter altemabve would be token. So it prov^ On 
the 17th December, Las Cases wrote to the Governor to 
inform him that his son s illness had become very serious, 
and he made the remark that at Longwood there was a 
medical oCQccr on the spot, to be called m at any moment. 
Las Cases meant to imply that it was a matter of importance 
to remove them at once from St. Helena, but Lowe supposed 
he was expressing a desire to return to liongwood. He went, 
with Gorrequer to Balcombe s cottage, and told Cases 
that in consequence of his lost letter, taking into account the 
state of his own and his son s health, and under the im 
prcssion that such a step would be gratifying to General 
Bonaparte, he would allow them both to go back to Long 
wood until final instruebons were received from England 
‘ provided the Count would wnte him a letter on the 
subject, says Major Gorrequer Count Ias Cas» rephed, 
the Governor had misunderstood him if he conceived he 
meant by his letter to sohcit his return to Longwood, I as 
C ases was detemuned never to return to Longwood, not even 
if the only altemabve offered him was a lengthy imprison 
ment at St. Helena, His reply to Lowe was tJiat he did not 
mtend to go back unless he was asked to do so by the 
Emperor himaflf- He wrote to Bertrand to the same effect, 
knowmg well that Napoleon was the last man m the world to 
ask formally for the presence of any person who wished to stay 
away 

When Napoleon heard from O^eara that Las Cases 
declmed to return, he Was very much astonished, said it was 
impossible {qtusio e tmpostibtU) and made 0*Meara repeat 
his statement several times before he would accqrt it. The 
reasons which had ongmally unpelled I*a3 Cases to wish to 
leave Iiongwood, the discomfort, the ennui the quarrels, his 
weak eyes and his son s ili health, the profitable state to 
which hia journal hafi already attamed, were now reinforced 
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by other considerations. He could not bring himself to 
return, to be received with reproaches for lus bungling, and 
suspicion as to the motives which prompted it. Gourgaud 
and the ]\Iontholons would use the unfortunate issue of the 
Scott affair to impugn his ability, and to suggest that he had 
ridden for a fall. Gourgaud wrote in his journal, that it 
looked very much like it. O’Meara wrote to Fmlaison that 
the bunghng had been dehberate, m order to earn a desired 
deportation. Balmain reported to his Government that the 
general opimon was to that effect. The remark of young 
Las Cases to O’Meara, already quoted, places the matter 
beyond doubt 

Las Cases would have stood, m the Longwood society, with 
a tarnished reputation both for ability and for loyalty There 
was something still worse m the background. There was the 
fear of a permanent exile. When, later on, the orders of Lord 
Bathurst were received, it was found that the Minister 
approved of Lowe’s offer to Las Cases to remain, an arrange- 
ment wluch he considered “ likely to conduce materially to 
the comfort of General Bonaparte,” but that if Las Cases 
made that dehberate choice, he must not “ expect to be 
released fiom the obligation thus voluntarily imposed upon 
himself, upon any future change of opinion to which circum- 
stances may give rise.” Las Cases, in short, was to be a 
prisoner on nearly the same terms as Napoleon, for an 
indefimte period, perhaps for hfe. All the other followers 
knew that if their honour allowed it they could ask for and 
obtain leave to depart Las Cases was to be demed the hope 
of ultimate freedom ; he was to be in a separate category, in 
permanent disgrace in the Longwood household, and confined 
to St. Helena for many years. He anticipated this decision, 
and was determined not to run any nsk of such a fate 

Napoleon enjoyed the society of Las Cases, and would have 
been glad to have him tied to Longwood He mstructed 
O’Meara to tell him informally that the Emperor would hke 
him to stay, but when Las Cases msisted on a formal pro- 
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nounccmcnt through the Grand Marshal, all that Napoleon 
■would allow that high official to announce was, that the 
Emperor would be pleased if I,as Cases departed and pleased 
if he remained To a man anxious to remain, the latter 
phrase would have sufficed, but Las Coses was positively sick 
with desire to go Bertrand tried verbally to induce him 
to stay, and asked him •what were his reasons for declining 
“ Would you not hke, * he asked, “ to give mo for the 
Emperor some explanation about your position ? The 
reply was that the defails were too long to enter upon. 

While at Balcombe s cottage Emanuel become seriously 
ill ■with Doctors Baxter and O Meara both m attendance, 
and the Count himself was m poor health They were, 
accordingly, at the urgent request of Los Coses, who wished 
to get away as soon as possible even from the neighbourhood 
of Ifongwood, removed to the Castle, at Jamestown. They 
were now dose to the sea and the sight of it made Las Cases 
crary with longing He ■wrote in his journal “ The endless 
difficulties that had arisen, and my endeavours to avert 
them, had kept me m a coatmual state of agitation, and 
vexation of mmd was combmed with gnef of heart. This 
complication of misery had "wrought a kuid of revolution m 
my whole frame. I suddenly felt myself ten years older 
However making an effort to collect my strength, I once more 
begged that Sir Hudson Lowe would give orders for my 
removal as speedily os possible He at length determined 
that my departure should take place two days afterwards. 

Every day for some time past he had been bombarding 
Lowe with supphcations to be sent away to any part of 
the Cape of Good Hope, or mdeed to any other place, and 
soon. Each moment was a torment. As for the promise to 
be removed m two days, his reply to Lowe was, ‘Would it 
not be possible to go sooner ? Bertrand reported at Long 
wood that, on finding that he could not embark at once. Las 
Cases became so distraught that he seemed to be in a state 
of delirium. 
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When Napoleon became convmced that Las Cases had 
positively refused to return, although it had been made clear 
to him that the Emperor would like to have him back, he 
turned and rent him, announcmg that he had always recog- 
nized Las Cases as a man below the standard of mediocrity. 

Sir Hudson Lowe drew his character very well m the letter 
he wrote to Lord Charles Somerset, the Govbmor at the 
Cape : “ Count Las Cases is a man of considerable talents, 
of high literary attainments — exceedmgly specious, eloquent, 
and msinuatmg — ^is, or appears to be, a fanatic admirer, or 
rather adorer, of Bonaparte — ^has hved m closer habits of 
intimacy with him since his arrival on this island than any 
other person who accompamed him, and has been certainly 
the most active m keepuig up the irritation of his mmd 
agamst all the measures of the British Government, even 
repelhng am'ehorations of his own situation when offered. 
He had besides infrmged the regulations, m different 
instances, before his last separation. In other respects he 
is a person of highly polite and gentle manners, and merits 
the consideration due to him on such account.” This is a 
discemmg and, considenng the rude calummations of 
Las Cases, a generous lettei'. Lowe felt no rancour against 
the man m whose journal he foimd himself accused of moral 
turpitude of the basest kmd. 

It was at last arranged that Las Cases and his son should 
embark for the Cape, on the evemng of the 29th December, 
A diamond necklace which had belonged to Napoleon’s step- 
daughter, Hortense, had been m the Count’s keepmg, con- 
cealed m a belt he wore ; this he contrived to return to 
Napoleon. He had promised to lend the Emperor a sum of 
4000 loms which he possessed m England.^ Bertrand 
was sent by Napoleon on the 29th December to receive 
this money, which Las Cases promised to give him m thirteen 

^ In the “M4monal,” vol viu, p 32, this is represented as a gift, but 
later, when at the Cape, he writes (vol. viu, p 128), of a deed signed by 
Napoleon, which consfatuted a claim for reimbursement. 
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bills of exchange of 800 loius each It would almost bcoh 
that this was the amount paid for the privilege of departing 
These proceedings occupied some tune, and prevented the 
embarkation from taking place that cvemng, as onginally 
arranged* Las Coses was consumed with anxiety at the 
delay ** which, ' he says, ** prolonged the conflict of my mind 
and lacerated my wotmds ” 

On the 80th Bertrand visited him again, and after 
endeavouring for the last tune to mducc him to go back 
to Longwood meeting with no response, he turned the 
subject to the bills of exchange, which were at length handed 
over Gourgaud also came to say good bye, ond there was a 
reconcihation between the two, with mutual expressions of 
good wilL 

Everything bang settled Su Hudson Lowe wrote for me 
several letters of introductions to his fnends at the Cape, 
who he assured me would prove very agreeable to me. I had 
not the courage to refuse these letters, such was the smeenty 
with which they appeared to be offered. At length the long 
looked for moment of departure arrived. The Grovemor 
accompamed me to the gate, and ordered aD his officers to 
attend me to the place of embarkation this he said, was 
intended as n mark of respect. I eagerly jumped into the 
boat which was m readiness to receive me. On the 80th 
December, 1816 the Gnfifon sailed for the Cape with the 
fugitives on board. 



CHAPTER XVII 


SIR PULTENEY MALCOLM 

O N New Year’s Day, 1817, Napoleon received all his 
followers, vith their children, and distributed 
presents among them. To Hortense Bertrand 
he gave a bon-bon box which had been a 
gift to him from Pauline ; he said it was worth fifty loms. 
To the other children, NapoMon and Henri Bertrand, 
Tristan and H^l^ne Montholon (the latter aged six months), 
he gave suitable toys. To Mesdames Bertrand and Montholon 
he had already sent m the mormng a cup and saucer each, 
of the beautiful Sevres porcelain. Now he brought out 
the box which Elplunstone had sent lum, and gave to these 
ladies all that it contained in the way of shawls, stuffs, tea, 
etc. He gave Bertrand the set of chessmen. To Montholon 
he gave a cross in mosaic, to Gourgaud a spy-glass which 
had been a present from Caroline. He gave O’Meara a gold 
snuff-box, a fact which O’Meara at once reported to the 
Governor. Then there was a family dinner party at which 
all the followers and their children were present. 

The bright laughter of the children turned the Emperor’s 
thoughts to the days of his own youth. He spoke to his 
followers of his early hterary aspirations, his correspondence 
with Abb6 Raynal, his letter against Buttafuoco, his “ Souper 
de Beaucaire,” and the essay on “ happmess ” which he sent 
-- in for the prize offered by the Academy of Lyons in the year 
1791. He asserted that he had obtained the prize, which 
- was not the case. The exammers expressed a poor opimon 

^ B M., 20166, p 6 
26 
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bills of exchange of 800 louis each. It would almost seem 
that this was the amount paid for the privilege of departing 
These proccedmgs occupied some time, and prevented the 
embarkation from taking place that evening, as originally 
arranged. Las Coses was consumed with anxiety at the 
delay “ which, he says, ** prolonged the ainllict of my mind 
and lacerated my wounds * 

On the 80th Bertrand visited him again, and after 
endeavounng for the last time to induce hnn to go back 
to Longwood, meeting with no response, he turned the 
subject to the bills of exchange, which were at length handed 
over Gourgaud also came to say good bye, and there was a 
rcconcfliation between the two, with mutual expressions of 
good wilL 

Everything bdng settled, “ Sir Hudson Lowe wrote for me 
several letters of introductions to his friends at the Cape, 
who he assured me would prove very agreeable to me. 1 had 
not the courage to refuse these letters, such was the smeenty 
with which they appeared to be offered. At length the long 
looked for moment of departure arrived The Governor 
accompanied me to the gate, and ordered aD his officers to 
attend me to the place of embarkation this, he said, was 
intended as a mark of respect, I eagerly jumped into the 
boat which was in readiness to receive me. On the 80th 
December 1816 the Griffon sailed for the Cape with the 
fugitives on board. 



CHAPTER XVII 


SIR PULTENEY MALCOLM 

O N New Year’s Day, 1817, Napoleon received aU his 
followers, vith their children, and distributed 
presents among them. To Hortense Bertrand 
he gave a bon-bon box which had been a 
gift to him from Pauline ; he said it was worth fifty loms. 
To the other children, Napoleon and Henri Bertrand, 
Tristan and Hdl^ne Montholon (the latter aged six months), 
he gave suitable toys. To Mesdames Bertrand and Montholon 
he had already sent in the mormng a cup and saucer each, 
of the beautiful Sevres porcelain. Now he brought out 
the box which Elphmstone had sent lum, and gave to these 
ladies all that it contamed in the way of shawls, stuffs, tea, 
etc. He gave Bertrand the set of chessmen. To Montholon 
he gave a cross m mosaic, to Gourgaud a spy-glass which 
had been a present from Caroline. He gave O’Meara a gold 
snuff-box, a fact which O’Meara at once reported to the 
Governor.^ Then there was a family dinner party at which 
aU the followers and their children were present. 

The bright laughter of the children turned the Emperor’s 
thoughts to the days of his own youth. He spoke to his 
followers of his early hterary aspirations, his correspondence 
with Abb6 Raynal, lus letter against Buttafuoco, his “ Souper 
de Beaucaue,” and the essay on “ happmess ” which he sent 
— m for the prize offered by the Academy of Lyons in the year 
1791 He asserted that he had obtained the prize, winch 
— was not the case. The examiners expressed a poor opmion 
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of his work. With talk upon these subjects, vaned by close 
cstinmtes os to the exact values of his snuff boxes, which 
were handed round for examination, the evening passed 
agreeably Gourgaud “writes m his diary, “ A good be^nnlng 
to the year ** 

Las Cases was no longer there to foment stnfe, mtemol as 
well ns external Gourgaud and the Montholons were de- 
lighted to be nd of the rival who had stood betweai them 
and the Emperor, and they had not yet begun to fight for the 
vacant position of favourite Napoleon missed the conver 
sation of Las Coses, but the removal of that creator of imta 
tion was followed by an immediate improvement in the 
relations between Longwood and Plantation Napoleon did 
not cease to complam to his attendants of the viDamy of 
Lowe, but there was less pungency and heat m his declama 
bons Sir Hudson was able to report to Bathurst, m March, 
that * nothmg con possibly be more qmet and orderly than 
they all now seem to be. As a consequence Napoleons 
health was visibly better, and bis spirits brighter, m the 
early part of 1817 than had been the case when Las Cases 
was inflaniing his passions against the Governor 

Sir Hudson Lowe s chief trouble now was with Sir Pulteney 
Malcolm. On the 21st September, 1816 Malcolm, who was 
about to sail for the Cepe, had an interview with Napoleon, 
From this event developed the friction between the Admiral 
and the Governor which ul tima tely grew into a quarrcL 
In Lady Malcolm s diary which was dictated by Sir Pulteney, 
the following explanatloQ is given * The Ad mir al had no 
commumcation with Longwood from the 18th August till 
the 21st September considering it proper to mark his dis 
approbation of Bonaparte s conduct to the Governor on 
that day When the tim e drew near that he was to sail for 
the Cope, he thought it would be proper to pay him a visit 
of ceremony On mentioning this to Sir Hudson, olthough 
he did not say that the Admiral ought not to go, yet he 
showed by his manner that he did not altogether approve. 
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They argued the matter amicably.” Letters passed between 
the two in which Lowe suggested some objections to the 
proposed visit, and Malcolm — ever ready to give the Governor 
lessons m deportment — showed that it was only common, 
and necessary, civility. Lowe could hardly be expected to 
enjoy the process of being inducted into the secrets of good 
breeding by an officer who, on the island of St. Helena, was 
liis subordinate. Sir George Cockburn, who had held a more 
responsible position than that of Malcolm, towards Napoleon, 
abstained from visiting the Emperor when he was about to 
leave permanently for England. Malcolm’s absence was to 
be for only two months. There was no adequate reason for 
his making an unnecessary visit, m direct opposition to the 
wish of the Governor. It should have been his first and chief 
care to support the Governor’s authority, whereas he was 
settmg the example of defiance, and casting discredit upon 
Sir Hudson by paradmg lus o'svn good relations with Napo- 
leon. Sir Pulteney’s behaviour towards Sir Hudson was so 
incorrect, that people concluded that he desired to obtam 
the Governor’s appomtment — as, in fact, was the case. That 
such a rumour should have been current on the island is 
conclusive evidence of his improper attitude. 

Malcolm was followed to the Cape by the deported party 
from Longwood, Piontkowski and the three domestics Sir 
Hudson Lowe wrote to Lord Charles Somerset, the Governor 
at the Cape, proposing that they should be kept there for 
some time before being allowed to return to England. But 
immediately on their arrival at the Cape Sir Pulteney 
Malcolm, disregardmg Lowe’s wishes, made arrangements 
for their departure as soon as possible. Lowe was justified 
m regardmg this as officious interference. He learned after- 
wards that the Admiral had also, when at the Cape, criticized 
and blamed him, in conversation with the officers at that 
station ^ 

Soon after his return to St. Helena a disagreement 

1 B M , 20130, p. 101 


arose 



10 


OOIfTESBIOI^ OF A TEUQ 


lier pet, and she laTiahed on me all the mcnns m her poirer I -wni 
always well droaecd, and had every mdnlgence o could 

wish for 

I was about nmo years old, I thmt-, wbxm my tnnd protectrew 
died of fever whilo Igmofl was on one of his ozoutbioiib, end I was 
taken by a naighbonr to his house imtil he rotnmed. I shall never 
forget hiB despair whan he fotmd hia home desolate Tonng as I 
was, I conld do but little to console hrm but ho nsed to go and 
deck his wife s tomb with flowers ovary Pnday and hitter were his 
lameniatianj over hor grave. 

Poor iMinam I for that was hor name — it was well for yon that 
von died hod yon hved, what would now have been jtnrr condition I 
As the wife of a noted Thng yonr reputation would have been 
blasted and yon wonld have beooono an outcast I 

Sahib 1 she never knew what Twrunil was. Ho was to her a man 
in prosperous circumstances. She had everything she could desire 
and noil a wont remained rm satisfied and so deeply and woU laid 
were his plans, that she would never hare known, till tho day of 
hiB capture, that she was the wifo of a professed mmderer I 

I pass over the next four or five ytaum of my life, as I am remember 
no moident m them worth relating Ifmoil, soon after tho death of 
has wife, removed from the village where ho had hitherto rcsidod 
and took up his obodo m tho town of Hnrnao, which was then in 
Soxndia s possession, and I was put to sohool with on old man, who 
ianght me to read and write Pervian, 

An I grew older I observed that Iiroafl used very frequently 
to have a number of men at his house by night, and I was naturallr 
ounouB to know who they were and why thoy aiiomblod. Oni 
evening that I know they were expected, I rngued to lie down cud pn 
to sleep as usual hut when thoy had nil comn I got up cautiouslv 
f>nd hid mysolf behind a purdah or screen at the farther end of 
tho room where thoy saL After they had eoten what was pre 
pared for them, thoy all drew together and began convoriing m a 
Ggnago I only partially understood and I thought this stranpe 
as I knew Hindoostanco and tho common dtnlcct myself having 
picked np tho fatter hy astoalabn^ with tho boys of tho town. 
By-ond by Ismail went to a doset very nenr where I Isy and hi>. 
movements nhmned rao greatly as I was fcarfnl of being lUscoTcrtd 
ho took from it a box, which ho placed In tbo circle and opened It 
Bich as I had always thought him I had no idea of tlio wealth it 
contamed thoro were quantities of gold and silver ornamculs of 
nil kinds, with strings of pearls and other Tnluablcs they eccme<l 
parcelled out into lots, as ctjnallr ns nossible and to esch man ht 
one reserving a consnloinblo share for himiclf 
” At lost they began to speak in llindooitance a tmgtmgr I under 
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stood One of them, rui elderly man ^^nth a veneiable beard, said to 
Ismail, 

“ What do you mtend domg mth Ameei P He is almost a young 
man, and if he is to be one of us, it is high time he should be 
taught what to do It is very dangeious to have him about the- 
house, he might discover somethmg, and be off befoie you knew 
anythmg of the matter ” 

“ Oh, I have no feai of him,” said Ismail , “ he is too fond of me , 
besides, he has no other protector m the world but myself He was 
the son of ^ ” 

And here the conversation was earned on by Ismad agam m the 
language I did not understand 

“It does not mattei,” said another man, whose name was 
Hoosem, and whom I knew veiy well, as he was employed by 
Ismail, to all appearance, as an agent for selling his cloth, “the 
lad is a smart active fellow, and a great deal too knowmg for you 
to let him go about everywhere with so little restramt , he will find 
out all one of these days, if he is not fairly brought among us. 
Besides, he is old enough to be of use m many ways, and he ought- 
to be mstmeted m our profession, if he be evei to learn , depend 
upon it, the sooner he eats the goor, the moie relish he wiU have 
for it I brought up a lad myself , and when once he got his hand 
m, he was a perfect tiger at the work, and became so expert, that 
our oldest hands could hardly compete with him ” 

“Well,” said Ismail, “I beheve you are right, and I foretell great 
domgs from this boy He is brave and stout beyond his yeais, and 
there are but few who can excel him m his qusrut, which I have 
taught him ever smee he was a child , but he is of so kmd and 
gentle a disposition, that I do not know how to break the matter 
to h i m I almost fear he will never consent ” 

“ Pooh ' ” said a third man, whom I had never seen before , “ these 
very kmd-hearted boys are the best we could have , they aie the- 
more easdy led and won over, and one has more dependence upon 
them Put the matter m the proper light , talk to him of the gloiy 
of the busmess, and of our surety of heaven Describe to him all 
about the houris which our blessed prophet, — may his name be- 
honoured I has promised "us, aud tell him too of the heaven of India, 
all of which you know we are sure of, the one by our faith as 
Moshms, and the othei by our profession He will soon bo won 
over, I am ceitam ” 

“I thmk,” said Ismail, “you have hit on the right way, the lad 
goes to the old foolish mooUa of the mosque whenever he can get a 
moment’s leisure, who has so filled Ins head -with stones about 
paradise, which he reads to him out of the blessed Koran, that ho- 
is at times half beside himself, and this is the only point on which 
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he 11 assailable. I irill talk him over end hare no donbt he tTill 
soon belong to ns. 

The sooner Jie better said Hoosein, longbrn^ ‘'Iliketoseo 
tbo first attempt of a begmner he alwa^ looks so sunpl/ umocont 
\Then the cloth is pnt into hia hand, and he is tnld — 

Silence! onedthooldmim. Suppose he irere noir to hoar yon 
(and you Trere pomg on mth a relation of the whole matter) he 
might take a different viorr of the sulgoot, wntl bo ofii as I said, bomre. 

Wo there is no fear of that, said Ismail ** but aro yon not 
ttred with yonr inarch P remember we have fiir to travel to- 
morrow and, by Alia I it la for soma good too ” 

Ay! said all, OTttmg np let ns go to sleep it is too hot to 
rest here w© shall bo cooler m the open air and they lofltlioroom- 
Ton may behove, sahib, that my onnosity was at the highest 
pitch. Who was Ismail P who were the rostP what was it I was 
to know or to bo tonght P my mind was in a whirL I eonld not 
sleep that night I never closed eyes I seemed to bo m a fever 
BO mtonse was my eonoei^ and I may gar my desire to know 
everything and to becomo a portnor with Ismail in whatovor ho 
was. Hi^erto I bad boon looked upon, and trentod as n nhild 
sow that was to be cast aside I was, Hko a snako, to throw off znr 
old ffkin, and to appear m a now and bnghter form Who co^ 
my mrenta be P 1 had mthored ooongh from tbo convomtias, 
that iimail was uot my father and I taaod my memory to rocoUoct 
such portions of my pronous cDstenco os might threrw somo light 
■on tlxe subject but all was doik ■withm me 1 could romembor 
nothing bat poor innsm, my mothca* os I had used to call her 
beyond fhi*, tnough hard id 1 endeavour I could recollect nothing 
It was only in after times, os I hare told yon and daring a long 


nont of twelve years, that my memory aided mo 
Ha of tho moKTue hod hitherto OT 


.ho old moolla of tho mosque had hitherto appeared in my eyes 
tho most loarned of men be had stored my mind with par^ages 
from tho Koran, which had modo mo on onthuaiast. When no sp^o 
to mo of tho glonci of heaven j of tho tboosandi of honng who 
■would bo at tho command of orcry trno bohover described thoir 
bermtifnl forms, their eyes liko sapphires their teeth of pearls then* 
lips ibco mbies, and tboir breath Iflco tho norfumo of mask i tho polores 
iifiowcls, and tho fountnm of immortality and ncvcr-onding youth { 
_I bcUorod that I was destined to enjoy all They had mOomed 


my nasgiuation , and ni I used to repeat them to Ismail, Jio too np. 
pared as dclignted ni I wj^ and used to rT?grot that ho had never 


studied the bkssed book, that ho might entoy its bcanlifol dc- 
sxTiptwns yet tho moolla was coiled o fool by Ilooscm, and I 
frt® him that theirs was a higher calling their rewards 


than cron those of tbo ‘'losliml hat eonld they 
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be P I burned to know * and resolved, that if Ismad did not break 
tbe matter to me, I would, of my onm accord, lead him to the subject 

I said, I thmk, that my eyes never closed that night , when I 
rose in the mommg, I found that Ismail and the others were gone 
He did not return for some days This was nothmg uncommon, 
certainly, but his pioccedings had become mysteiious to me for a 
long time before, and I could not help connecting his frequent and 
long absences with his tine profession, whatever that might be 
He could not bo oiily a cloth merchant , there was nothmg m that 
ploddmg business to hold out to him or to mo the splendid hopes 
which Hoosem and the lest evidently entoi tamed, and with which I 
had no doubt he was famihar It must be something beyond this, 
which I could not compass , and to sco whether I could get any 
clue to it, I betook myself to the old moolla 

Azeezoolla, for that was his name, leceivod me with his usual 
kindness, but remarked that I must be ill, as my face, ho said, was 
full of anxiety, and as though I was suffoimg from fever I said I 
had had ague, but that I was bettei, and that it would soon pass 
from me I took my usual lessons in the forms, positions, and 
words of a Mahometan’s dailypiayeis , and when these weie ended, 
I begge'd him to open the Koran, and explam again to me my 
favourite passages The old man put on his spectacles, and rockmg 
lumself to and fio, read to me passage by passage of the book in 
Arabic, explaining the meanmg to me as he read They were the 
same I had heard often before , and when he had fimshed, I asked 
him whether there were not other portions of the book which ho 
had concealed from me 

“Ho, my son,” said he, “I have concealed from yon nothing' 
My knowledge of this blessed book is indeed very hmited , but oh, 
that you could have seen and heard the commentaries which my 
revered preceptor, peace be to his memory ’ had written upon it ^ 
In them, so deep was his knowledge, that every sentence of some 
chapters, m which the true meanmg is purposely hidden from the 
nninspired, formed a separate treatise , nay, m some passages every 
word, and mdeed every letter, was commented upon But he is 
gone, and is now enjoymg the debghts of the paradise I have re- 
vealed to you All I can do is to read to you, and I will do it agam 
and again, till you have by heart the paits winch most mterest you, 
and which are the cieam of the book ” 

“ But,” said I, “have you never heard of anythmg beyond what 
- you have told me, in all your long experience ? You are surely 
conceahng sometlung from me, which you fear to tell me on account 
of my youth ” 

“ Ho, mdeed,” said the old man , “ it is true that some professors 
of our religion, Sofees and others, whose creeds are accursed, have 
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from time to timo promulgated hetcrodor doctnnea, irluoh are 
plausible anongb, and entrap the unwary but they lead to ultimato 
perdition, tmdl thmk yon are now too waD grounded m yonr belief 
to be led away by tbem, yntmg as you are. 

“ Thanla to your hndneag,! am wud I " tend ifc rms only to try 
■vTbfitbar I bud more to learn, that I have now qntetioned you na I 
have for I saw be mther conld not or would not reveal to mo 
snore ‘Bat tell me, father what profession onght I to adopt to 
■carry your wiso matrocfciana mto the best eSbei P ’ 

Become o moollo, lud he *^yon wiU have to undergo much 
pamfol stndy but m the course of tamo this obstnolo will bo over 
pome and depend upon it, there is no station or profession so 
acceptable to God os that of one of bi# mmistors. I will instruct 
you in the rudimeuta of Ambio, and your fotber when ho sees your 
mmd bent upon it, -will not oppose yon nay he will send you to 
JDehbo to complete the edncation I ab^ have begun.” 

Well, I will tbml. of it, said I. Bat it was very for from my 
intentiou to become a moolla. I conld not disguise from myself 
that AxeosooQa was susorahly poor and was dependent awn con 
tribntionfl he with difficulty coOwted for his ffiaintonaiLce Besides, 
Tionfiil TTus not a moollo, nor Hoosem, nor any of their sot and I 
must become one of them, bo thoy what they might, before mr mind 
•conld bo at rest. I went no more to him. I Imd got from him hi^ 
little store of knowledge and if onco I had brolcn the snlnect of 
my future life to lum I should only bo snlgectcd to continual argn 
ments m support of his now of wlu^ would tend to my bonoGt and 
os I did not liV o them, I thought it botUn* to star away 

Would to God I had become a moolla I Anything wonid bo pre- 
ferable to my state at present, which must now for over rommn as 
at IS. It IS my fate however ond I ought not to murmur at tho 
decrees of Providonec. If it had notbeen written, would my father 
have been murdered P If it had not boon written, should I havo 
oTor bocomo a Thug P Assuredly not ! Who can oppose Fate P who 
can avert ita decrees P Tct iwrald you not, sahib, rcicaio me and 
prondo for me if after many years yon found mo faithful P 

Iv’ovcr I said L You Tlmgs aro too dangerous over to bo let loose 
again upon tho worid | your Cngcra wonid itch to strangle tho first 
you mot, ond bcfoTO loug wo shoold hear of Ameer AJi Jemadar 
with*^a gang of forty or fifty fcDowa, who would giro ns infinite 
-troublo to catch. 'UWd it not bo so P 

I beboTO you aro nght said Ameer Ali, langhmg In spito of my 
rcinor>o at time*, tho opportunities would bo too tempting fur me to 
lot tliom pa** -Aaid you know I have eaten tho goor and cannot 
change. 1 better as I am, for if you caught mo ogoin you would 
hang mo 
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I liavo not tlio least doubt we should, Ameer Ab But go on with 
your story , you wiU foiget wbat your ti-am of thought was, if you 
digress in this mannei He resumed 

Heaily a month elapsed, and after this weary tune to me, Ismail 
letumed, accompamed by Hoosem My fathei, for so I shall call 
him, remaiked a change in my appearance, which I accounted for 
as I had done to the moolla, and he seemed satisfied But was I P 
Oh, no ' I was consumed by my bummg curiosity to know all that 
was hidden from mo I could not sleep at nights, and became 
sullen, and oppressed with thoughts which led me to no conclusions 
At one time I bad formed the determmation to leave my father, and 
seek my foitune , and had actually packed up a few of my clothes, 
and a httle money I had, and resolved to leave the town m the mght, 
httle canng where my fate should lead me , but when the tune 
came, the sense of my desolation so pressed upon me, that I 
abandoned the idea, and remamed I trusted to tune for clearing 
up the mystery that hung over me, but at the same tune dete rmin ed 
that I would be more watchfal over my father and his compamons 
than I had ever been before And many were the resolutions I 
made to speak to him on the subject nearest my heart , yet even 
when opportumties occurred, I could not brmg myself to the task 
It was not that I was timid — ^naturally I was bxave — it was a mys- 
terious consciousness that I should hear somethmg (whenever I 
should hear it) that was strange, nay, feairfal, that deterred me, 
but why this feehng should have so possessed me I cannot now tell, 
yet so it was 

One evemng, Ismail sent for me to his sleeping-room I had 
been rarely admitted to it, and my heart beat fearfully, with a pre- 
sentiment that I was upon the cnsis of my fate Ismail seemed to 
me to be disturbed , he bade me sit down, and we sat silently foi 
some tune gazing on one another, there was only one small oil 
hght burning m a recess of the wall, which made the apartment 
very gloomy, and this tnfimg circiunstance contributed still more to 
increase the morbid feehng within me I believe I almost gasped 
for breath , I could bear it no longer I arose, threw myself at his 
feet, and burst into a passionate fit of weepmg 

“’Why, Ameer, my child, my son,” said he kindly and caress- 
“what IS this? what has tioubled youP has some fair one 
bewitched you P have you got into any difhculty while I have been 
away ? Tell me, my boy , you know you have no one m the woild so 
fond of you as your father, and, alas * you have now no mother ” 
When my feehngs gave me power of utterance, fearfully I repeated 
to him what I had heard from Inm and the resh on the memorable 
night I have before related When I had finished, 1 rose up, and 
With a throbbmg heart said, “ I have erred, my father, my cuiiosity, 
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a boy 8 onnoeity orercaune me but amce then my feebuCT haro 
ohanued, why I know not I nm no longer a boy for IfS fWt I 
can do onjihing and only mploro yon to put mo to tho proof 
and I folded my handa on my breart, and »lood silently Ho was 
evidently much moved dusk ns it was, I could see Ins mco wortmg 
with emotions^ and under ezpreaaiDns new to me. 

At last he broke the silence which had becomo to mo in i m p pi rt 
able. My son,” he said, yon know more thnn I had ever in 
tended yen. should- I have now no nltemahve but to mako yon 
such as I am myaeH and my knowledge of yonr character lends mo 
to antunpaie much from yom 

" Trust me, only trust mo ' I pasmonalcly ernlaimcd, “ You shall 
never have cause to regret xt 1 

I believe yon, -said ho " and now attend well to what I shall 
say for npon it yonr future ezistonce depends. Thero can bo no 
hesitation no fnlling book on the world, when onco yon know all 
You. will have to undergo a trial which will stretch yonr coorogo to 
its utmost. Will you go through with it ? doro you to bravo it P ” 

I dare, cnod I for I was reoklowu 
He seemed to be absorbed m tbougbi for a few mom cuts, and then 
said, — 

Kot to-nicht, but I swear to yon that in three days at the 
farthest, I wiJl ccucoal nothing from ycu- 
I was disappointed, yet full of hop^ and ho damixtod mo to my 
xepose. 

iKTWHtl performed his promise but I can hardly describe to you 
sahib, tho effect it than hod on my mini Shall I endeavour to ro- 
Iftto what his tale was ? I only hesitate as it began by his giving 
me a sketdi of his lifo which I fear would knd mo from my own 
story { yet it Would interest you grcotly 

I doubt not that it would, Amocr Ali, snid Ij and when you Iiaro 
finished your own ndvonturoi you can return to iL 

You arc r^ht, sahib, I wSi omit it at present, all rxcopt his con 
eluding words which with his taloof wrong endured and rovengod 
made me hate the world, and cIcsito to Thuggee as tho only profes 
non and brotherhood in which I could hope to find good faith exist 
mg They were thc^* and they have over been iuaolibly impressed 
on my memory 

Thus tar my son, hare I related some crcnlsof my life for your 
instruchon, and I have htUo mor© to add I need hardly now 
mention that I am a Tliug a member of that glonous prorcasion 
which has been transmitted from the remotest periods to tho few 
selected hj- Alla for his unerring parposes. In it, tho Hindoo ami 
tho Moslim both unite ns hrotb<« i among them bad Jjuth Is ncrer 
known a sore proof that our calling is blessed and sanetroned ly 
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tlie Divine authority For wliere on tins earth, my son, -vnll you 
find true faith to exist, except amongst ns ^ I see none m all my 
deahngs vuth the world , m it, each man is incessantly strivmg to 
outwit and deceive his neighbour and I turn fiom its heartlessness 
to om’ truth, which it is refreshing to my soul to contemplate From 
the lowest to the highest among us, aU are ammated with the same 
zeal Go where we will, we find the same brotherhood , and though 
diSermg perhaps, m many parts, m customs and pomts of practice, 
yet them hearts aic the same, and all pursue the great arm and end 
of Thuggee with the same spirit Go where we will, we find homes 
open to us, and a welcome greeting among tribes of whose language 
even we of Eindostan are ignorant , yet then signs of recognition 
are the same as ours, and you need but to be thrown among them 
as I have been, to experience the truth of my assertions Could this 
be without the aid of God ^ So clashing are human mterests, and 
so depraved is the social state of our country, that I own no such 
feehng could exist without the Divme will Some repugnance you 
will feel at the practice of the profession at first, but it is soon over- 
come, for the rewards held out are too glorious to allow us to dwell 
for a moment on the means we use to attain them Besides, it is 
Fate, — the decree of the blessed Alla > and who can withstand it P 
If he leads us mto the undertalnng, he gives us firm and brave 
hearts, a determmation which no opposition can overcome, and a 
perseverance which never yet failed to accomplish its object Such, 
my son, is what I would make you You wn^ entei on your calhng 
at once m a high grade, under my auspices—** grade which others 
spend years of exertion to attam , you will never know want, for all 
my wealth shall be shared with you Be firm, be courageous, be 
subtle, be faithful , more you need not These are the highest 
quahfications of a Thug, and those which ensure honour and respect 
among our fraternity, and lead to certam success and high rank 
As for me, I look but to see you at the head of a band of your own 
to retire, and m quiet pass the remamder of the years allotted to me, 
content with hearmg the praise which wtII be bestowed upon A m eer 
Ah, the darmg and enterpnsmg son of Ismail * till then I shall be 
your guardian and instructor ” 


CHAPTER HI 

Falstaff — ^He’s no swaggerer, liostess , a tame ckeater lie , yon may stroke 
him as gently as a pnppy greyhound He will not swagger with a Barbary hen 
if her feathers turn back m any show of resistance 

2nd Part of King Henry IV , Act u , Scene 4. 

“ Mt father,” said I, “you need say no more , I am yours, do as you 
Will wnth me Long ere I heard this history from you, I had over- 

0 
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II toy i cnno^ty orcrcamo me bnt suico then my fcolmps Ihtp 
T thy I knoTT not I om no longer a Ixy for I feel that I 
f~iri do anythuig and only unploro you to put mo to the prt»of j 
and I folded my hands on my brttist, and stood sflentl^ He ■was 
cndcntlv much moTcd { dusk ns itnms, I conld too hia face irwkmg 
with emotions, and undempreo^ions new to me 

At la^ ho broho the silence which bad bceomo to mo utmpport 
able ily son," ho said, you know more than I had over in 
tended yon should. I haro now no oltomahvo bnt to make yon 
snch as I am myself and my knowlodgo of yonr cfamuctcr lends mo 
to anticipato mnch from yott- 

Tmst me only trust mo " I passionately crclaimei **Tou shall 
ncTCr hare cau^ to regret itl" 

“ I bcliCTo yon,"^nid ho " and now attend well to what I shall 
say foe upon tt tout fatoro cmstcnco depends, Thoro can bo no 
hesitation no falling back on (ho world, when once you know all 
"iou will hare to undergo a Insl which will slrolch your courago to 
its utmost Will you go throogli with itP dare yon to braro itP" 

I dare " cnod I for I was reckless. 

He lormed to bo absorbed in tboi^ht for a few moments, and then 
said,— 


liot tivBight, but I swfttp to you that In three days at tho 
farthest \ will conceal oolhing from yon 

I was dmippomted yet foU of hope and ho dbmissed mo (o my 
repo e 

/luisn p^ormod his promise hoi I can hardly describo to yon 
rahib the cfToct it then lin 1 on my mind. Shall I endeavour to res 
Htn wlint his tale was I only hesitate as it began by his giving 
me a sic tch of his Ufe which I fear wonld lead mo from my own 
• 'wr I yK It would intcrrst you greatly 

I doubt not that jl won jI, Ameer Ui, said I { and when yon have 
fmt lied joorown adrentom yon can irtom to it, 

\oQ nnj nght, ral lb, I will omit it at present all except hts con 
elo ling wftnls j whirH, with his taloof wrong cBdnrcdand revenged 
made bate the world, and d -aro to Thoegre as tbo only profos 
rirm and lin>thcrhfvvl m which I could hope to find good faith exist 

ir„ Tlwy wrro thee and they Late erer been iDiIclibly imnrcs*od 

on mr tn tonry 

'ihoifar mrr n, hare I nhfcil some rrenfiof my life forronr 

In tm 1 n, arl I Jai httl mot. to ml L I coed hardly now 
m rtioa ih t 1 an a *niBg a meml-'r of that glonoos profemon 
”1 ^ periods to Iho fyw 

» 1 cuA ItT MU f r hii tm^ng pnrp^ s. In it, the Illodoo and 
tl MfMl m I >{'1 opil Bshntbcrs araon"- them In 1 thlth Is nerer 
Lc an nrorepnK^f tha oor calling is lie cd and sanctioned liy 
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bcmi a couTcmUon between Hoosem, ycrarsoll, ana some okhei^ 

rirsardingmc,wbwbhMCauwdmogiwtnnlmimmfiM} for lfetur^ 

I WM not tbougtt worthy of Toar confidence, and it -weighed hwTil/ 
npcm my mind. That waaio hxctlhocanjo of the forrow andhmTi- 
nws yon bavo remarked and I longed for on opportmu^ to thtou 
open mr heart to yoa, and to unploro of yon to receiro me amon g 
yon. I am no longer a ch3d, and yonr luatoiy hna mienod to mo 
new feeUngt which nro at present too tooto for me to describe bnt 
I long to win famo as yon Ihitb done, and long to become a mem b er of 
the profession in which yon deocribo tmo faith and brotherhood alono 
to eiiit, Aa yet I haro aeon nothing of tho Cilso world, and osiccrod 
ly what yon haro said makes moaUli leas inolmed to foDorr any coll 
ing which woold load mo to connection with it. Beorilou and 
depranid I ham beard it to bo from others boaido yourself^ and Ifeol 
a* thooffh I was choaon by Alla to win renown it can only bo gamed 
by «mng in yonr footetepa, and behold mo rendy to follow you 
TrhitbersocTcr yon will lead mo. I haro no friend bnt yonrsel^ do 
(waanamtancQ crea haro I orcr formed among the yontha of tlio 
rniago for when I *nw them fdlowing what tboir fathom had 
done and what appeared to mo low and pitifnJ pursnits, mr spmt 
roso agaiQCt them, and I ha>ro east tlicEa oT My only frieso ta the 
nid tnoolla, who woold Cun pemnado mo to bcco^ ono like himself 
and spend my days reading tho Koran bnt thoro is nothing sUmiv 
In hii professwa, though it Is a holy ono, and it conserpentlr holS 
out no indqcetncnt to me or any hop© of gralifnjjg tho thwst for 
nctiro cmnloymetit which is coosmiung mo. 1 haro wished to be- 
come a •oidicr and to enter ono of tho bondslnthoscmcoof Semdin 
to Cght against the nsbclicnng Pcringhcoa bnt this too fans 
away and now I dcsiro nothing hot to becomo a Thug and follow 
yon Cither throagh tho world- 1 will not disappoint yon; my 
thirst for fata© n too ardent for anything bnt death to qnench it, 
‘^Jlsy God keep it far from yon, nid Ismail with feeling “Toa 
are the onlr aolaiw to a life which has now no enjoyment bat what 
is prrdocrd by the derclopmenl of yonr thonghts and aetkm*. I 
know my non, Ton will not dwppoint mr ion sc© tho rtato of 
pTtnp« nty 1 am ble«iv<d wUK hot ^ Uitle know tho p o wer I hare 
my oothonty U owned l,y emy Thog m this part of Hindoston 
ai^ » nil I a notice wonhl see a bond of a ibonsand men ready to 
ober anr onlrr I should pTC them. This will ho prored to roa m 
n f w diTj» at the fntirol of the Dovrra- W© fhall all a^mbl©, at 
Ini t fn nioy ai will he rrqoUito for tU© opening operations of tho 
year nl !ch wDl l«. dn<lrrti»l.cn on a Kale of nnosnal grtnlnM* for 
wr I ire d-tmninrd to tale ndranlngo of the confarion at promt 
p *a-.d I r the wan ef Hollar an I ^ndia with tho tenm'hco^ 
Uert moch Wc>rk ondasUmngfriioOjaadihtmcnnro Im 
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patient for employment, after a long peiiod of inactivity I vnll 
take you. to Shcopoor, winch wo have decided on as our placo of 
ineetmg, as the yommdar is friendly to ns and assists us in many 
vays I will introduce you to my associates, and you will he mi- 
tiated as a Thug in the usual manner ” 

Thus, sahib our conversation ended , the night had passed m its 
1 elation, and I went to icst a different being fiom what I had been 
for many days before I losc, and found all my former energy and 
spirit had returned to me ; and whereas a few days before I w'ent 
about like a lovc-sick maiden, I now held up my head, threw out 
my chest, and felt a man It was time I was still a boy, I was only 
eighteen years old, but I did not suiler my thoughts to dw ell upon 
this , a few years, thought I, and, Inshalla i I shall be somebody 
To prove to you, sahib the evcitcment that possessed me, I shall 
1 elate to you the following ciicumstance I might have jomed m 
the action bcfoio, but never should have dreamed of domg the deed 
of daring I then did, in the picsence too of men who weie 
soldieis by profession, but who hung back at the moment of danger 
It happened, a day or two after the conversation with my father 
which I have related, that a tigiess with a cub came into a small 
tmet of jungle which lay near our village , the first day she was 
seen she killed a shepherd, the second day another man who had 
gone to look for his body, and the third she giievously wounded the 
patad of the village, a man who was held m universal estimation, 
and he died during the mght A general meeting of the villagers 
was held at the place set apart for deliberations, and it was deter- 
mmed that all the active men should proceed m a body and attack 
the beast m her lair The next morning we all assembled before 
daybreak There was one man, a huge large-whiskered and 
bearded pathan, who volunteered to be our leader , he was literaUy 
hardly able to move for the weapons he had about him Two 
swords were m his belt, which also contamed an assortment of dag- 
gers of various sizes and shapes , a long stiaight two-edged sword 
hung over his left shoulder, the pomt of which nearly touched the 
ground , he had also a shield across his back, and m his right hand 
a matchlock with the match hghted He addressed my father as we 
came up 

“ Salaam aleikoom * Ismail Sahib,” said he, “is a qmet person like 
you commg out with us, and the Sahib Zadah too ? ’ 

“ Xes, khan,” rephed my father, “ it is incumbent on all good 
men to do their utmost in a case of need like this , who knows, if 
the brute is not killed, but that some one else may become food 
lOr it P ” 

“Inshalla’” said the khan, twistmg up his moustachios and 
surveying himself, “we have determmed that the beast dies to-day. 
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Mimv a tiger haa fiiDen from a shot from n^good gnn and irlmt la 
this Wte that it shfftildescBpeP May ita sister be defiled the only 
fear is, that it mil not stand to allow ns to prove that wo ore men, 
and not dogs before it." 

As to that, said mj feither ** we mnst talrB cmr dianoo i hot 
say than, how will yon movo with all those wenpons about yon P 
TV^y yon oouid not rtm away wore she to rash out." 

Eim away I cned the limn. " Are onr beards to be defiled by 
a brnte P What are yon thintmg on thw moming to mppose 
DOdar Khan ever tnrned from anything m ha life P Only let it 
come out, I lay and yon will see what nse the weapons will bo 1 
Trust to me amgle-hsnded to finish it Fust I shall shoot it with my 
mstohlook it will be wonnded than I *W1? advance on jt thus,' 
said he, drawing the long sword and flonnshug it, at tho Kimo 
tame twniing ronnd and roimd, and Imping in evoiy poesiblo di 
reotion. 

There I said ho qnite out of hrcath, there 1 wonld not that 
have finished it P Why I am a perfect Hooetnin m matters of this 
IfTTid and killmg a bger is on^ ^idd s play to Ofidar Khan I why 
I could eat one, tail and all Eat come along and when tho play 
begins, let no one <v>TnA m DOdar Khan s way " said bo to tho os« 
semhled group, " for Inihallal I metm to show ron poor ignorant 
people how a tiger can ^ killed I 7 a smgloman.^ 

** I know tho khan to bo as arrant a coward as evor brenthod," 
said my father to me ; “ but oozns, lot n^ see what ho will do, for I 
confess I am anxious to behold him esponng beforo tho t^ross." 

ByAHal said I, if hodoes perform such antics, tho brnto will 
dino on bun to a certamtv " 

** That IS no concern or onrs, said my father { “ it m a matter of 
dcstmy bnfc I wonld i -ent a ro a great dml, ho never goes within an 
niTOW*B flight of her 

We all sot out headed by DDdor ^lan, who still flourished his 
long sword, holding ha matchlock in his left hand, now and then 
Bn^oihmg np his moastneduoa, whidi grow or had been tnuned to 
stick npwaras from ha hp% and rented nearly to ha eyes. Wo 
eoon reached the jasgUn, and oa CDtcnrg it, J thongbt the Ubjjj 
showed signs of fear 

TKa beast can be bnt a panther after oil,*’ said ho, ‘*and it is 
hardly worth tho while of Dildnr Khan to put himself to tronbk 
Bee, bo^" continued ho to some of ns, will wait hero; if it 
ghonld rcoUy turn out to bo a tiger yon can let mo know lunl 1 
will como and kill it. 

X it this, however wo oil nrotested, and declared that oil 
_ 3 wrong without hun ; and after some demnr ho again pro- 
ceeded. 
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“I told you,” said my father, “how it would he, but let us see 
how he will end the affair ” 

We went on tiU some bones and torn clothes, and the head of one 
of the unfortnuate men who had been killed, lymg near a bush, 
pioved veiy plainly that the ammal was not far off, and at these the 
khan showed fiesh signs of fear 

“They say it is a purrut bagh,” said he, “a beast mto whom the 
unsamted soul of that mad fakeer, that son of the Shitan, Shah 
Tacoob, has entered, and that it is proof against shot Why should 
we risk our hves m contention with the devil P ” 

“Nay, khan,” said a young daie-devil lad, the scamp of the 
village, “ you are joking Who ever heard of a purrut bagh that was 
a female ^ Besides, w6 will burn the beards of fifty Shah Yacoobs ” 

“ Peace ’ ” cned the khan, “ be not irreverent Do we not all 
know that purrut baghs can be created P Mashalla * did I not see 
one near Asseergnrh, which a fakeer had made, and turned loose on 
the country, because they would not supply hun with a virgm from 
every village ? ” 

“What was it like ^ ” cried a dozen of us, and for a moment the 
real tigress was foi gotten 

“Like'” said the khan, rubbmg up his moustachios with one 
hand, and pressmg down his waistband with the othei, “like ' why 
it had a head twice the size of any other tiger, and teeth each a 
cubit long, and eyes red as coals, which looked like torches at mght , 
and it had no tail, and 

But here he was stopped short, and our laughter too, by a loud 
roar from a shorb distance , and a moment afterwards, the tigress 
and a half-grown cub, rushed past us with their tails in the air 

“Well, Idian,” said the lad before mentioned, “that is no pur- 
lut bagh dt any rate Did you not see the tail of the big one, how 
she shook it at you ^ ” 

“ I repres_ent,” said he, “that, tad or no tad, it holds the ac- 
cursed soul of that wretch Tacoob, may his grave be defiled ! and I 
■will have nothmg to do with it , it is useless to try to kill the 
Shitan , if he choose, you know, he could blow us all mto hell "with 
a breath ” 

“ Namurd ' namurd ' cowaid ' coward ' ” cried some of us , “ you 
were brave m the ■pillage , how are you now ? ” 

“Who calls me namurd ” roared the khan, “follow me, and 
see if I am one oi not,” and he lushed forwaid, but not in the duec- 
tion the tigress had gone. 

“ That IS not the way,” cried some, and at last he turned 

“ This IS child’s play,” said my father , “come, if we aie to do any- 
tlung, we had better set about it m good earnest ’ 

And we went on in the direction the beast had taken 
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It led to *ui open gUde, at one aide of Trlndi thero iras n loigo 
rook, mth »ome Tery bnalma upon it. 

“ Sk© IB there, depend upon ifc,” an old Inmter “ I never eair 
a more Hkety pl^ m mv hfe." 

We irere all ahonfc thir^ steps from the rook nnfl huahfs, and 
DildftT Khan dad not at all reltah his proxnm^ to tlwm 

I l*g to represent, said he m a low voieo to ns all, “ that 
havmg lolled so many of thtto brutes, I know best how to nmnngr* 
them, end as I am the best armed of the party I wlmll tnke up my 
position near yonder bush, by which mns the pathway tbo will 
take to it when she is driven out, and then yon will see the recop- 
tion she will meet with from DOdor Khun. Inuhnna 1 I BTrall pn> 
sent the pomt of sword to her and showill nmonit, thcnlumll 
flrash her with one blow of m^ tegha.” 

We all looked in the direction be pomted, and snnj enough there 
■waaobosh abouttwo hundred poceeo^ on the pathway to tbo village 
“ Not that one surely ” mid my father “ why man, you will 
never see the beast from thence.” 

“ Truft mo," said the khan, and off he want 
“I told you how it would ba, oontmoed my father "directly Be 
sees th« omtn*!, he will bo eff down tbo road ns fast as he enn. Bat 
come,” said be to the men, "szsco tho khan thinks bo will bo oi 
more use down yonder I will lead you on, and wo will see whether 
this eater of men cannot bo ^ot onw 

Wo wero immediately dmded into tbroo partes, one to go on 
cithcjT Bdo of the bashes, tho other by a cir or u t to got behind tho 
rook and if possiWe upon it order to shoot her from abovo if iho 
was to bo seen if not at any rate to dislodgo her by throwing 
stones. Tho BJiangamenti were quickly coinpJotcd, and though wo 
wo w e r e *11 withm only a fow yards of the bushot, thero was no 
Egn of tho tgress. She axjntasod no displeasure at our near sp- 
prooch or prepamtons, os she had been disturbed before and of 
course could not easily bo driven out of her pUco of refage. I was 
with one of the parties on the side, and bw no arms but a twonl 
and a light shield j indeed, I had gone moro as a spectator than 
aught else. We waited a few minutes, and ouo of tho party who 
boon sent round, appeared on tho top of tho rock ; bo was soon 
followed by three others, 

“ Aw yon all ready P cned emo of them ** I shall hcavo down 
this stono." 

Bumillah I Away with ill” cned ray father 
Thnro of them applied thnr s trength to it, and at last it rollpl 
over the face of tho rock, and thundering down, split mto a Ihcmsand 
fragments. There was a moment of intenso anxiety and suspense 
but no tigress followed. 
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“ Try \Nlietlier you cannot sco her,” cried my fatlior , “if you do, 
fire , ^^o aie all piejmcd ” 

Tlio men looked doivn in every direction, but said nothing At 
last one of them 'i\ns observed to be pomtmg to a particular spot, as 
tliongli bo shoved the others something 

“By Alla*” said my father, “lie sees her. Look out, sho will 
rush forth befoie you aio thinking of her ” 

Every man blew Ins match, and planted Ins feet fiimly At last 
one of the men on the rock raised his matchlock and fiicd, it was 
answered by a tremendous roar which lent the skies, and out rushed 
the cuh, apparently badly wounded, for before ho had come a few 
yards he lay down and roared lioiribly, ho was fully lialf-giowTi, 
and made a dreadful noise Ono of the men of oui party fiied at 
him, and ho did not move after the shot struck him 

“Ifow we shall have tough woik,” said my father, “she will bo 
savage and infuriated beyond description, it is haidly safe to be 
here , but mind youi aim, my lads, sho will never icach us , 1 nevei 
yet missed mine, but the shot may not be fatal, so look out for 
yourselves ” 

Agam my father called to the men on the lock to heave over 
another fragment There was one very largo one just on the brink 
After a good many pushes it gave way, and as the former had done, 
shivered mto atoms with a great noise It was successful, the 
tigress rushed out towards our side, and stood for a moment I 
had never seen a tiger before, and could not help admiring her 
noble appearance There she stood, her tail erect, the end of it only 
waving from side to side, glaring on us with her fearfully bright 
eyes, apparently irresolute as to what she would do, and not noticmg 
the body of the cub, which was close to her We were all as silent 
as death, each man wuth his matchlock to his shoulder My father 
fired, and then the others , I could see the w^hole distmctly, for I 
had no gun She staggered when my father fii’ed, he had evidently 
hit her, but the rest had nussed, and she charged with another 
tremendous roar, nght at our party , but the shout we set up and 
the waving of our weapons turned her, and she set off at a low 
canter towards the bush where Dddar Khan had stationed himself 
“ Ya Alla ! ” cried my father, “ coward as he is, he will be killed* 
she will spare nothing now ’ what can be done ^ ” 

By this time the other party caught a glimpse of her, and every 
matchlock was discharged , she must have been hit again for she 
stopped, turned round, giowled, and showed her teeth, but agam 
sprang forward I imagine Dildar Khan had no idea that she was 
approaohmg him, as he had hidden himself behind the bush and could 
have seen nothmg of what had passed “ He may escape,” said my 
father , it is possible, yet scarcely, what can be done ? ” Ho one , 
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made a bat an instant oftenrards I drawn my sword, and 

set off at fall apeed after the enraged brate. 

‘ Ameer Ali, mr son ! oome baS:, oome hack jnstantly I Ta ATht, 
be too win penab I med my father m an agony of apprebensian. 

Bat I heeded not, and who of fTmt company hn/l my fleet foot P 
yet some of them followed me. As I ran, I saw the tigress wna 
^Teolc, and was badly wounded, but etdl she ran fast I saw her ap- 
proftob the bosh, and the miiMirablo TT>an Dfldar inmn rash from 
behind it, and stand m her yery path, with his arms stretched out, 
appej«ntly paralysed with fear Another instant the had croachod 
os she ran, and sprang upon, him he was under her and iho 
fiercely teonng hu body It did not stop mej I heard the ones of 
those behind me to tom off bat I did not. I do not think I gate 
the danger a thought if I did, the excitement OTerpowerod it. 
Anothorlxrnnd hod bronght me cloee to the bmte whose hend was 
down gnawing the body beneath her I made bat one etroke at 
her wtiToh, ]^iS8 be to God! was enocossfal the blade bunod ftsolf 
deep m the mck of her neck, uid ehe seemed to me to drop dead 1 
boimdad off to one aide, and watched for a moment. She was indeed 
dead, and lay her limbs only qaiTenng upon the body of the man 
beneath her Bufortonate oowardi wonnoed as ehe was, she would 
not hftTB turned after him, had he emn had the presence of mind to 
avoid her but he had thought to fly and tho sight of thn timmal 
had pmnlyfted his factdties. Though nil penwd )n a moment, mo> 
thma now sshfb, I see him, hu ores starting ftom his hcacL, and 
2ns arms mued and expanded, as toough wooing Iho nniTnal, s fatal 
ombmee. Coward I 2i^ ho remamed l^hind tho bush, ho was safe, 
and might hare shot her os sho passed but tboro ho lay a fcarfnl 
spectacle hu fhoo all bittoi and lacerated, and tho blow pouring 
from wounds in hu stomach I Ho was quite dead. My father 
come up immediately he embrocesi mo, and bunt into tears. 

“ How could you nsk your life, mv boy P said ho j ** bow could 
you be BO nuhly Tcnturons of your hfo for so poor a wretch as ho P 
pointing to the body did I not toll yon ho was a coward P "iotl 
am proud of you now mr son, and yon bare shamed us alb Sco I ” 
contmaed bo to the whole assembly “ onr fac e s oro blaxironed thu 
day ly a boy who among you coaid haro planted to woll-almctl 
and deep a entP See tho Undo has boned itsolli and u half 
through tho bone, ila^hallal it u a bmro boy! and again my 
father hogged mo to hii braost. 

^ I beg to represent ” said old Bonce Smgh, my imtmetor in my 
athletic cicTCiM*, that some of the pnuM u dno to mo for my gocxl 
tcocluag I always told you, Ismail Sahib that tho Sahib Zadali 
would bo worthy of bu fatherj may hu ridica inenauo and mar 
bo live a thoa^d years I 1 es, sir ” swd hr to me often haro f 
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i^l'ugl^fc you tliat cut You see, you u ero lunuiug along, and cut over 
your left hand , it is few that can do that mth any certainty, hut 
you have caught the knack, and you want hut a little practice to 
hcconio as good a swoidsnnn as myself Perhaps too,” continued 
he to me laughing, “the hcait of youi teacher may ho made glad 
to-day , undei such an auspicious commencement, tho Sahih Zadah 
■will rememher the old lajpoot ” 

“ That reminds me,” said my father, “ that I owe you a present , 
come to me this afternoon Lishalla' wo know how to ho grateful 
for loudness, and it shall have its lowaid” And ho leceived 
w’hen ho came a handsome gift 

I must say, however, that under his tuition I had hecomo highly 
cxpeitatall manly exercises, I could use a gun, tlirow a spcai, 
■wrestle, knew the exact use of every description of sword, stmight 
or crooked, single oi douhlc-edged, long oi shoi t, and m all these 
exercises there w as not a lad of the village, and I may say of tho 
country round, who could m any way compete with me 

That night my father said to me, “ Ameer, my son, to-morrow' you 
accompany mo to Shcopoor I need not tell you lio-w to-day’s exploit 
will raise you in tho eyes of your future compamons Already have 
I despatched mtelligencc of oui pioposcd departure to-moirow, and 
some account of to-day’s atfair, enough only to make them curious 
to see tho hero of it, and I have mentioned no paiticnlais, which 
Will make them the moio anxious to hear them from me You have 
lutherto heen looked on wnth some suspicion hy many memhers of my 
hand, and were it not foi my ranlc of jemadai, I should have heen 
ohhged to explam my intentions in regard to you long ago to them 
I look therefoie upon this event as particularly tortunate , as, 
knowTug you are to he puhhcly brought amongst them, they "will 
1 eceive you with greater warmth and respect, as having given so un- 
deniable a proof of your bravery, m the presence too of old soldier’s, 
who liave most of them seen many a tough fight ” 

“ It was God’s wiU,” said I , “ else what power had a hoy hke me 
to do such a thing ? ” 

“You are now no chdd,” rephed my father, “you have this day, 
or I mistake you much, thrown off every hngenng feehng of boy- 
hood , the ch^ge has been sudden, but it has been complete, and 
it 'Will last, or I mistake you much ” 

“You do not,” I rephed, “I am not what I was, to-day’s is 
the first blood I have seen spilled , I feel that it "will not be the 
last ” 
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OHAPTEE rV 


Irt 2f«rd*Trr — Hcnr doit thcra fed thj»elf now f 
2M IfBTdnw.— Feith, •cane dregt of are jet within me. 

RleXard ILL AetL Beene 


*7id ilvdtTtr — 

lam one. iot liege 

'Whom the Tlla blow* and ocilra of tbo world 
Hare ao inee n ied, that I am reeUeaa what 
I do to iplte the woiid.— Aet UL, Beene L 


Thi day after my adrcntnre ^nth tho tigw I left our villngo Tnth 
my father We trarelled on horaebacfc, end on tho fonrth morning 
oftanrardfl roaohed Sheopoor the toTrn from which tho grand ei 
pedition WM to set onL It was her© too that I was to bo admitted 
into the band of Thnga, and I looted forward to my mangnration 
with much impatience, and perhapa some dread, for I know not 
what oeremonioB I hod to go through. Wo pnt tip m the horno of 
iloedeen, where seveml other Thng leader* were also and afl^ 
refroihiTig omwelvea, my father bid me accompony him to tho 
ooitndl 'much was to detarmino on tho frituro operabona. I wnn 
presented to the members, tan in number who wcro tho jomadarR 
of the different bends I conld sco, from tbo rcspcoi and ooniidcra 
bon with which my &ther was treated, that ho was looked upon ns 
the chief of the whole I was gratified by tho rocophon I met with 
and my oonduct m tbo afiKtr with the tiger tho wholo aronm 
stances of which wcpo related by my father raisod mo at oaco to a 
Hgh station in their roepeot 

As it still wanted two days of the festiral of tho Dnsora, my in 
angaration was postponed to that day, for it is osteomod a porfa 
f miur lj foertimato one hy tho Thugs, aM mdeod by all classes. On 
it, yon aro already arraro, that nil great nndortokmgs arc com- 
menced by armies, and, m liko mnnurr by ns Thagsj for tho 
breaking np of tho rams riro* a hope that tho adTontnro will not 
be impedoa by them and tbo continnanco of fino weather which 
foIlowB it, aHoww tho band to travel in comfort, and with botfer hope 
of boote from tho dianco of failing in with tmTcUcrs, who also 
take airantogo of tho break in tho weather to commenco long 
jonrnoym. all it is a day peculiarly aacrod to Dhowance 

onr patroness and goddess. Still, being a Aloosolnmn, 1 conld not 
then 800 why sneh respect was paid to tho festival of tho Dosem, or 
indeed why it was kept at nil j and I applied to my father for n i 
solution of my donhts on tho subject 

‘ ItisneccMaiy to yonr folly nnderainndmgthls,” said be “that 
I shonld giro yon an onthno of onrbcLcf in tho Divino ongin of 
onr profession, which is intimately connected with tho faith of the 
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Hindoos, and by ■n'honi IMoosnlmans liavo been instructed in tbo 
art of Thuggee ” 

“ Tins IS -Mondcrful indeed,” said I , “ how do you reconcile any 
connection between tho fnitb of nnbebevers and that of the blessed 
prophet ?” 

“ I cannot pretend to solve the difficulty,” said my father , “ but 
as their religion is far more ancient than ours, and no doubt had a 
Divine origin, there are many points m it which one of tho tm& 
faith may follow without oficncc, so that ho docs not join them m all 
their forms and professions Indeed, this is impossible, as no one can 
become a Hindoo , but, as I told you befoio, Thuggee is one of tho 
means by which Alla works out his own ends , and as the piofcssion 
of it has been handed doivn to ns from ages, and becomes the fate 
of those who aic called to follow it, theie is no possibility of avoid- 
ing the profession though one desired to do so , and, as a direct 
consequence, no sin in associating with Hindoos in tho practice of 
it, fiom whom it has had its origin Do you understand me ?” 

“Perfectly,” said I; “it was not to question its propriety that I 
asked the question, but only to know how it was that Hmdoo festi- 
vals were acknowledged and kept by us Moosulmans ” ^ 

“ The Dusera is tho only one,” said my father, “ which is observed; 
and the reason of this is, that it is tho fittest time of the year to 
commence our enterpiases, and has been invariably kept sacred by all 
Hindoo Thugs But I must tell you of the origm of Thuggee, that 
you may judge for yourself how ancient it is, and how well tho 
instructions then given by Divine command have been followed up 
In the begi nnin g of tho world, according to the Hindoos, theiu 
existed a creatmg and a destroying power, both emanations from 
the Supreme Being These were, as a matter of consequence, at 
constant enmity with each other, which stiU continues Th& 
creative power, however, peopled the earth so fast, that the de- 
stroyer could not keep pace with him, nor was he allowed to dO' 
so , but was given permission to resort to every means he could 
devise to effect his objects Among others, his consort Devee,. 
Bhowanee, or Kalee, for she is known under these names and many 
others, constructed an image, mto which, on this occasion, she was 
empowered to infuse the breath of life Ho sooner was this effected, 
than she assembled a number of her votaries, whom she named 
Thugs She instructed them in the art of Thuggee , and to prove' 
its efficacy, with her own hands destroyed before them the image 
she had made, m the manner which we now practise She endowed 
the Thugs With superior mtelhgence and ciinmng, m order that they 
might decoy human beings to destruction, and sent ■them abroad 
into the world, gi'ving ■them, as the reward of their exeitions, the 
plunder they might obtain from those ■they put to death , and bid- 
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dmg them be imder no ooncem for the disposal of tbo bodioe, os ibt 
TTOold hoTself c on vej them firom the eoxtln Ages passed on in this 
manner and sho protected her Totanes from hu ma n laws, and they 
•wore everywhere fonnd to be faithftil bnt cormptions crept m among 
fliftm TTith the increased depravify of the world and at last, a gang 
more bold and cunons than the rest, after deetro^g a traveller 
dotarmmed, msteod of following the old enstom of leaving the body 
nimotiood, to watch and see how it was disposed of Th^ ^d 
+}iflTnttplvT*. as they thought, secor© from observation m tbo buBhes 

hr the aide of the rood, and waited the amval of tho goddess. Bat 

mortal can escape the eye of Dmnity P She qmckly ^od 
them, and called before her Terror-etnekon by her splendid 
tind temfio appearance, and m the utmost dread of her vongen^ 
they attemptwlto fly hat she arrerted their steps, and m on awful 

manner npWed them for th^ want of f^ 

« Ton have sean me, said ahe. and looked upon a powCT w^oh 
m, mortal has ever yet beheld without m^nt dc^otaon this 

r»pore TOT hOToefonrarf, hcnrerM- I bM bo lonpor^lort tot 
T ha bodiffl of IhoM -.Tbom JOT aratoj will no 
ft8 A , 3 lonst take vour own measures 

, a x winf detection by eorthly powers, and in this will con 
ofta —SiSmL Tour intolhg«nc8 and cnnntng still romain 

trL wfll be jotTott^ to tho Uleet penod of tho 

,1,-Tmfttred. and left them to tho oonsequonccs 
M So »ying ^ ^S^^mntion but her proteobon has never 
f of tLo w^faU^ oor 

Ijeen diMorored. ond mjbuicai haTO been known of 

lands are npprohonBion of Thugs, nt Itnst so 

^hst mj hfebmoIhsTO noror known of ono 

I havn ^wh mstsnocs hsTO boon iwmuttod on 

audit «iny£™,'T!L£3^™m somo wut ofTondod our pr 


bownocessaiyitu^^f^^^'^'*^ mcirrligt^ 

“‘^/°£Sths dSpowct nora tfero nojtbing m onr orood 

crtirKan^fi^ *^ yn have done for ages, over 

worship no tdou] ^ fbrofathcni, was displeasing 

sinoe tho ghoid hare had, long ero thl^ wme 

to tho ^ilimlmsnrc. Our plans would have been 

^“!Pn; oXt"SSd of no’^1, wo should h.vr 
fnmtmtcd our 
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dragged on a miserable existence , and, long ere tbis, sbonld Lave 
abandoned Tbnggee, and oni connection 'witb its Hindoo professors ” 
“I am convmced,” said I, “for yonr relation is wonderfol 
Tmly have yon said tbat we are under tbe especial protection of 
Providence , and it wonld be smfnl to qnestion tbe propriety of any 
usages ‘wbicb have been transmitted from a period so remote, and 
followed witbont deviation. I will allow that I bad tbongbt this 
open connection with Kafirs as offensive, because I was led, from tbe 
representations of tbe old Moolla who was my mstmctor, to bebeve 
them sunk mto tbe lowest depths of depiavity and bad faith, but 
be must have been ignorant, or a bigoted old fool ” 

“ I will say nothing moie than this,” said my father, “tbat you 
will be thrown much mto tbe society of Hindoos, all of good caste, 
and you will find them as faithful and as worthy of your friendship 
as any Moosulman , such, at least, has been my experience of 
them ” 

On the day of the Dusera the ceremony of my inauguration as a 
Thug commenced I was bathed and dressed m new clothes which 
had never been bleached, and led by the hand by my father, who 
of6.ciated as the gooroo, or spiritual director, and to whom seemed to 
be confided the entire direction of the ceremomes I was brought 
mto a room, where the leaders of the band I had before seen were 
assembled, sittmg on a clean white cloth, which was spread m the 
centre of the apartment My father then, advancmg towards them, 
asked them whether they were content to receive me as a Thug and 
a brother, to which they all answered, “We are ” 

I was then conducted mto the open air, accompamed by the whole 
number, when my father, raising his hands and eyes to the sky, 
cned m a loud voice, “ 0 Bhowanee > mother of the world ' whose 
votaries we are, receive this thy seivant — ^vouchsafe to him thy 
•protection — grant to us an omen which may assure us of thy con- 
sent' ” 

We waited foi some time , and at last, from a tree over our heads, 
the loud twittermg of the small tree-owl was heard 

“ Jey Bhowanee ' Victory to Bhowanee ' ” cried the whole of the 
leaders , and my father embraced me, saymg, — 

“ Be of good cheer, my son , the omen is most favourable We 
could hardly have expected such an one , thy acceptation is com- 
plete ” 

I was then leconducted to the apaitment, and a pickaxe, that 
holy symbol of oar profession, was placed m my right hand, upon a 
white handkerchief I was desired to raise it as high as my breast , 
and an oath, a fearful oath, was then dictated to me, winch I re- 
peated, raismg my left mto the air, and mvokmg the goddess to 
whose service I was devotmg myself The same oath was re- 


0027FS33I0NB OF A TBUO 


peftied by me cm tbe blessed S^aras after irhaoli a irmnn piece of 
ocmseciatod goor or coarse sngar was given me to cat, and my m 
angumtion was complete, lly father received the congrtttulatioiiB 
of tbe assembly cm the fortanatB lasne of the cerememy and ho then 
addressed me as foUowi — 

^ My son, thou hast taken upon thee the profassioai iThioh is of 
aH the most ancoant and acceptable to the Divinity Thou hast 
sworn to be fa i thf al^ brave, and secret to pursue to deetmebon 
every human bemg whom (dtanoe, or thy ingennr^ may throw into 
thy power with iin exception of those who oro forbiddan by the 
laws of OUT professioii, which are now to theo sacred. T}kw< oro 
parbcnlar sects, over whom our power does not extend, and whose 
sacrifice IS not acceptable to our Divine patroness { they ore Dhobees, 
Bhats, Sikhs, Nannkshahees, Mndiiee Fukeers, dancing men, 
musicians, Bhungees, Taflees, Lohars, Burraee, an<l muimed or 
leprous persons. With these eroepbons, the whole human moo is 
open to thy destmction, and thoQ must ount no possfblo moons (but 
at all tunes dependent upon the omens by which wo are guided) to 
ocrapass therr destruotian. I have cow finished ; thou art bcoomo 
a Thug and wbat remains of thy profeeaioii wiQ be shown to theo 
hj our gooroo, who will, under the neoemry ceremomes, instmot 
m details. 

It IS enough, said I I am jouis to death and 1 only pray 
that an o p po r t oni^ may soon be afforded mo to prove to you my 
devotion. ^ 


Thus I became a Thug TTn<l I commenced my career under other 
ordinary curomnstances, — I mean, bad I not been introduced to 
my profession by one bo powerful and woll csteoiood as my father 
flipm was, — I most have entered tbo lowest graxio of oh j and had I 
proved myself to be actire, intelhgent, and brave, I might have risen 
m time to the highest But this was spared mo emd though too 
young myself to become a lender I was m a rank abovo tho rest, 
and was considered to be, and looked np to as, the person who was 
hereafter to fill my father ■ place, whenever it should suit him to 
retire from nctivo employment 

The bnsinetf which the Thug lenders had assembled to dchTH-rato 
upon, was a plan of my fsthcr s for o laiuo body nndcr him^olf and 
twoother leodors (one of whom was llooacin) to taho tho high 
road to tho Dukhnn ; to advmnoo together as fur as Nagpoor from 
whence my father wua to proceed to Hyderabad ; and tho olUcrs 
aopaniting ono to go to Aumngabod, thenco throcfA Khandrsh, by 
BooriianTWor to ludorc, ond bad. to Shcopoor tbo other ohra to 
Aurungnbad, but from thenco to Poona { afterwards, if posubk m 
lor MSurat, and from thenco homewards ; hot if tho reason should 
bo too far advanced, they wero to get to BoorUonpoor and homo in 
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ttIuoIi TTEfl the thfbaoo What oanld hare been more completo I 
ffnoh Em Oman had not been known for Tears, and promised the nt- 
moet suocees, and splendid booty Loud and ferrent were the cncs 
of praise to Bhowanee smd each turning to his companion, ^vm 
gratulated hrm on the prospect. 

Seven long hours mr father sat on that spot, during whidi hmo 
all was prepared for the journey At its oipimtion he arose, 
we took the nearest road to Gtuunbpoor 

At the stage where wo stopped for the evening the thibaoo and 
jnihaoo were heard by Bhndrmath, who earned the nishan, tho 
ptokaie, or as it was now called, having been oonsecratod, Uhtwee 
and these renewed faronrable omens produced an increased confl 
denoe m the expedition Eind its leaden. At the first streamlet wo 
passed the next morning the band all sat down, and some goor nnd 
flAll, whioh been bronght with ns, was shared to alL Proceed- 
ing favonrable omens were agam seen, and all declared that wo 
shonld speeddy gam o noh booty 

To me this was all strange and nnacooTmtahIo but the imphoit 
faith which ererv one seemed to place m the oment and tho regn 
larity with which the oeremomea were conducted, impressed mo 
with a strong idea of their necessity though, to my shame I say it, 
as I ocquirca confidenco m myself 1 seamed them as foolish until 
misfortune, no doubt sent ty Bbownnee, brought mo to my senses, 
and made me penitent 

In a few d^ w© arrived at Gnneshpoor and as yot we had no 
adventure. On reaching tho town, the sothaecs or invdglcrs, whoso 
duty it is to entioe travmlers into the power of the Thugs, wore sent 
into the town, whilo wo remained under n maugo-groro on tho 
outside. They were absent most port of tho dav am when they 
returned they were eagerly OTostioiied for intelLgoncc. Tho men 
who bod been sent on this duty were two ITindoos, ono hy name 
Bhudnunth, whom I hnro menhonod before a Brahmin and tho 
other a fnnTi of infcnor caste, by name Gopal but both were persons 
of the most bland and persuasiVD numuers, and I was told that they 
raroly failed m their object I was, among the rest, highly curious 
to hear their adventures in tho town, find joined my fatlicr on his 
taking his place m tho assemblr 

JBhudnoath told ui, that bo had gono through tho whole of tho 
luraar without success, when ho was attmctcsl to a bunnea s shop 
by a respectable old man, who was m high dispute with tho bunnea. 
He went up to him, and tho old gontlcraan who was la a violent 
passion at somo attempted exaction on the part of tho merchant 
immediatjy accosted him, and bogged him to bo witne-s to the 
transaction, cxprt-tmg at tlw lamo t»mi bis intention of Ijaving tho 
man brought before the kotwnl for hia dishonesty 
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“ The hunnea was very insolent and abusive,” Bhndnnath went 
on to say, “and after some altercation, I contrived to settle the 
mattei by dmt of threats and persuasions The old man seemed 
highly pleased with me , and it naturally led, after we left the shop 
together, to a conversation about whither I was gomg, and who I 
V. was I took advantage of this, to convince him that the town was 
no safe residence for a traveller, even for a mght, and discovered 
that he was a Persian mootsnddee, or writer m the seiwice of the 
Rajah of Ragpoor, whithei he was travelhng with his son 

“I of course alarmed *him as much as I could with accounts of 
the thieves and Thugs on the road, and represented ourselves to be 
a company of travellers proceedmg also to hTagpoor, on oui way to 
the Dukhun, and associated together for mutual protection , and that 
we always rested outside the villages, as bemg the safest places 
when our number was so large He seemed so struck with the pro- 
posal I made to liTm to come out and jom us, that I lost no time in 
pressmg him to leave the town, and I have succeeded I have left 
Gopal, who jomed us, to show him the way out, and assist him in 
packing up his things, and I have no doubt they will be here be- 
• fore sunset ” 

“ Bank AUa *” exclaimed my father , “ your face is bright m our 
eyes, Bhudrmath, and I have no doubt, lads,” said he to the knot 
of hsteners, “that the old khayet has abundance of money and 
jewels, and his plunder will help to see us on to Hagpoor, so if he 
does not come to us of his own freewill, we must even waylay him, 
and that too in the next march A short time will decide this , 
and if he does not come, some of you lughaees must be off to pie- 
paie the bhil or place of burial ” 

But we were saved the trouble, for the khayet came mto our 
camp, as he had said, by sunset, and was met at the confines of it by 
my father and the two other jemadars The respectabihty of Ins 
appearance struck me forcibly , he was evidently a man of polished 
maimers, and had seen courts and good society After arranging 
his travelhng cart to sleep m, by placmg some tent walls around it 
for protection to his women, he and his son, an mtelligent hand- 
some-lookmg youth, came to the spot where my father and the 
other leaders had spread their carpets , and many of the band bemg 
assembled, there ensued a general conversation 

Who could have told, sahib, the intentions of those by whom he 
was surrounded ? To me it was wonderful I knew he was to die 
that mght, for that had been determmed when he arrived m oui 
camp, and while he was arrangmg hia sleepmg- place I knew too 
that a spot had been fixed on for hia grave, and that of those with 
him , for I had accompamed my father to it, and saw that it was 
begun , and yet there sat my father, and Hoosein, and Ghous Khan, 

D 
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tmd many others The pipe and the story passed roimd, nnd the 
old man iras dehghted at tne company ho had fallen into 

“ I t hsnV yon, said he to Bhndnnath thnt yon brought mo 
out of that unsamted Tillage truly hero la some enjoyment in 
the Bocioty ai gentlemen Trho hare seen the world. Thero I 
have been in perpctnal dread of robbers, and shonld not bavo slept 
a wink all night, while here I need not ersn to be watchful, smeo I 
am gamred ty the KTian Sahib pointing to my father “thatlshall 
be well taken care o£ 


“Ayl growled out m a whisper an old Thng who sat behind mo, 
‘ ho will be well taken care of, aare enongh, I will aeo to that. 

How P said L 

He gave the sign by whu^ I know him to bo ono of the 
bhnttetes or atnmglera who had been solcctcd. 

“I have on old grudgo agumst bun, heoontmncd, and the bmo 
IB come when I can repay it. 

Tell me how it happened,” said I in a low tone, for the mnn g 
face wore a savage erpression os he said it 

“Kot now” eaid he, how can IP I wiD toll yon to*morrow 
night when we moot in the miyliB. That man w Bnj loll as great 
a luscal OB ever lived, one who has committed more morders awl 
more TiHanies m ha l^e ♦hfin any of us Thnga. But his cup is full, 
Ins breuth is already in his mouth one squeexe from me and it 
will ffo forth never to return.” 

And the bny said I, that liilr fine hoy— surely bo will bo 


sparod.” 

To tell oil he saw I suppose, said the man to deliro* us up 
at the first place wu come to ! No, no, ilea, wo know bettor and 
BO win you one of those days. 

And ne went round and seated hinm/tlf just behind tho old man, 
•who tnmod about as though ho wore intruded croou. 

Siti still, art still, said my fatberj it is only a comromon. In 
an open camp like thm every ono is pnrilfgcd to hour tho conver 
ofcum of the ereuing nnglu, and wo usually find somo ono among 
ns who can cnhrBn tho ovcniog with a tale until it is timo to rest 
for fhw night.” 

So the old Thug sat stilL I could sco him playing with bis fidal 
weapon, ^e bandkerdnof, now pulling it thiungh ono hand and 
now through tho other} and Igaicd on the group tDl my brain 
reeled again with exatoment— with infcnso agonr 1 might caJi it 
with more truth Thero sot tho old man besido lum his nohio 
looking boy behind them thoir destroyer*, only awaiting tbo signali 
and the old man looked so unconsaous of danger was so cntinly 
nut off his guard and led into canvenation by the mild, bland man 
m of my father, that what could ho have suspected? That bo 
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^^ns 111 tbo linnds o£ those fioin ivliom lie m ns to meet liis death 
Ah, no ’ And ns I gazed and gazed, lion I longed to scicam out to 
him to fly ' had I not Icnonn that my onn death nonld have fol- 
loncd instantanconsly, I had done it Yet itnonld have been of 
no use I tuincd an.iy my eyes irom them , hnt they letiuncd to 
the same place mroluntaiily Evciy movement of the men behind 
seemed the prelude to the fatal endmg At last I could bear the 
intensity of my feelings no longer I got up, and nas hunying 
anny, -when my father followed me 

“ Whcic arc you going said ho “I insist on your staymg 
hcic , this IS yoiu initiation , you must see it, and go through with 
the whole ” 

“I shall ictum directly,” said I, “ I go but a pace or two, I am 
sick ” 

“ Faint-hcaited,” said ho in a low tone, “see you do not stay 
long, this farce must soon end ” 

A turn or two apart from tho assembly lestorcd mo again, and I 
returned and took up my former place, exactly opposite tho old 
man and lus son Ya Alla * Sahib, even now I think they aie 
iliCiG (and tho Thug pomted with Ins finger), father and son, and 
the son’s large eyes are looking mto mine, as my gaze is riveted on 
them 

Ameer Ah. looked mdeed as though ho saw them, and stared 
wildly, but passing his hands across his eyes, ho resumed 

Taajoob * said he, wonderful ' I could have sworn they both looked 
at me , but I am growing old and foobsh "Well, sahib, as I said, I 
gazed and gazed at them, so that I wonder even now they saw 
nothing extraordinary in it, and did not remark it But no , the 
old man contmued a relation of some treaties the ISTagpoor Ita]ah 
was forming with the Enghsh, and was blammg him for entermg 
into any league with them agamst lus brethren, when my fathei 
■called out “ Tumbako lao (brmg tobacco) ' ” It was the signal. 
Qmcker than thought the Thug had thiowm his handkerchief 
round the neck of the old man, another one his lound that of the 
son, and in an instant they were on their backs strugghng in the 
agonies of death Hot a sound escaped them but an indistinct 
guigbng lu their thioats , and as the bhuttotes quitted their fatal 
hold after a lew moments, others who hadv been wartmg for the pur- 
pose, took up the bodies and bore them away to the already prepared 
grave 

“ How for the rest,” cned my father in alow tone , “some of you 
iTish on the servants, see that no noise is made, the bullock- driver 
and others can be dealt "with easily ” 

Some of the men ran to tho place the khayet had chosen, and sur- 
Tounded the unsuspectmg cart-dnver and the other servants, who 
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TToro cookme Tinder u tree I a&xr and heard a scuffle, but they aUo 
TTere all deed ere they could cry ont. 

^ Oome 1 said my father and Hoosem taking mo by the arm* 
and hnnyxng me along “como and see bow th^ are disposed of 
I wen^ or wnB ratbfir drugged along to one sido of onr encamp- 
ment, wbere there was aravino some fe^ deep, m the bottom of wbidi 

a bole had been dug and hv the side of w^ch eight bodies wtiro 
lymg The father and son. In* two wives, the bnSxit-davGr tiro 
male eerrants, and on old woman also a Bcmmt, who was m the iti- 
olosnre with the women, Tho bodies wore nearly naked, and pro- 
•entod & ghastly speotaolo, as they lay m a confused heap, bat 
Tuibla from the brmk of tho ranne 

Are they all hero P asked my father 
‘ Tes, Khodawtmd, Btad one of tho Ingbaot*, whom I know 
‘ Then m with them 1 cned my father and thoy woro gnickly 
deposited m their last resting ptaco, tho head of ono over tho foot of 
another so that they might ho oloeo 

had better open them, said tho Ingha, “for tho ground 
IS loose and they will awelL 

So ^hes wero xondo in thar abdomona, and tbo earth qvcUy 
filled m 47n them it was stamped down, tho top tmoothod, and m 
a few TTifTfriwT'tai no one oonld have discorcrea that eight human 
being* had boon secreted beneath tho spot. We turned away from 
it, and emy ono betook hunsclf to r«po^ 

Sahibi, oon I dosaribo to you bow I passed that night { Do what 
1 would, tho father end son appearod before me tho old man s 
voico rung m my oars, and tho eon s largo oyc* »coniod to bo Used 
on mine. I felt as though a thousand denis sot on my breo^t, and 
sleep would not come to my ores- It appeared so cold blooded k> 
unprovoked a deed, that I could not rcconcDo myself m any wa^ to 
have bccomo oven a Kilonb spectator of it Tot my father had joined 
in it, my fid-W whom I loved intensely and Hooiom too But all 
would not do Icouldnofc tronquiUiM myiolf I errot from bcucal/f 
our litUo tout, ond sat down m the open oir The moon shone 
brightly as ctot as now and then sho emorged from bcncalU t 
pp«inTi£> cloud, and tboro wua a cool breexo wUiidi fanned my hum 
mg fttoe and soothed me. I watched her ns »ho appeared to tmvol 
along m tho hwvcus till sho became overcast and a few hcarj 
drop* of mm, as if sho wept over tho deed she Iind witncMcd drovr 
mo again under tho tent I crcptolo^ to my father whowosKrand 
nslccp, and embroemr him with roy annv sleep carao to my ctcIkI 
and Iwoto not till tho utouI hour of priycr amred when 1 wsn 
roused by my father to jom in tho morning supplication. 

We fpread our carpels, oml I repealed tho form with him} hot 
my thoD^ls -rrerc with tho old man and hu sou, and the event of 
tho prccediogtugUt. 
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Immediately aflei ovei, oui hoises iveic saddled, and ive 

set out on -what piovcd to bo a lon^ maicli, foi ifc •^^as ncecssaiy to 
get as far as possible fiom Guneshpooi, that no suspicion might 
attach to ns 

111 due time ■we aimed at the stage, and a man Aias sent into the 
town to pm chase one lupcc and a qiiaitei s iioith of goor, oi coarse 
bugai , ^^hat this A\as intended foi I could not imagine, but it was 
soon made hnowai to mo -when I ashed my fatlici 

“This, ’ ':aid lie, “is the saciifice of the Tnpoiincc, in -which no all 
join aftci any adventme similar to nliat you san last night, it is a 
iitc of the utmost solemnity, and iiiiisb never be neglected ” 

The man letnined n itli the sugai, and a place hanng been chosen, 
Bhudiinath, the bcaici of the khiissco, nas seated on a blanket 
spicad foi him. Ins face towards the nest' All the best men and 
noted bhuttotes seated themselves on each side of him, looking in the 
same duection as he did ily father then made a small hole in the 
giound neai the blanket, upon which nas placed the sacied pickaxe 
and the pile of sugai, and a piece of silver as an offcimg A little of 
the sugar nas then put into the hole by my fathci He laised his 
clasped hands to heaven, and in a supphcatoiy mannoi ciied aloud, — 
“ Powerful and mighty goddess ' who hast foi ages vouchsafed 
thy protection unto tliy votaiies, and who particolaily to Jooia 
Jfaik and Khudeek Bunwaicc gavest one lac and sixty thousand 
1 upees in them need, wo beseech thee in hko manner to aid us, and 
fulfil our desnes ' ” 

This pi*ayei was devoutly repeated by all around, and my father 
takmg water m his hand sprinkled it upon the pickaxe and into the 
hole He then took pieces of the sugar and presented them to each 
of the Thugs in succession, who ate it m sdence , they then diank some 
water, and the pile of sugar was distributed among the rest of the 
assembled band, w^ho hkemsc ate then poitions in sdent reverence , 
all except myself, for not ha-ving as yet strangled a man, I was not 
ehgible to partake of it -with the rest However, my father had 
reserved a portion of his own for me, which he made me eat After 
I had swallowed it he said, — 

“You have eaten the gooi, and are now a Thug m youi heart 
Were you to desire -to forsake us you could not, such is the power it 
has when consecrated as you have seen it over the hearts of men. 
Were any one to find a portion and eat it, whatever might be his rank 
or condition m hfe, he would assuredly become a Thug , he could not 
avoid it, the power it would exercise over him would be irresistible ” 

“ This IS wondeiTul mdeed,” said I “ Have such thmgs been 
kno-wn ?” 

“I could relate hundieds of mstances had I time,” he rephed, 
■“ but ask Hoosein, or any one, they "will all teU you the same ” 
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In ttB cretiiiJj when all wero nesemblcd os nsim] mj father too>. 
ine to taat aberat my ftimt heartedneas, ni ho tanned iL 

This will noTHT do my aon,^ loid he yon, who mn m upon 
the ti^ so nobly onght not to shnni from aneh child s player 
t hi s yon must bo a nnm and bohavo better and remember yon hare 
efitem the goor 

' For ahame brother eaid Hooeom Bo not spook so to tl o 
Sohib Zadft rememberyon woreiio better yonrsolfnt first. Do yon 

not recollect the busmesa at and what difQonlty I bad to 

pergnado Ganeaha that yon wero m reality good stnlTf Lot tho 
Sahih Zada bat seo one or two more of theso afimrs and lio will bo 
qmte a different person, be will become a tiger at tho work. I do 
not fear my son, said h^ tnming to mo slapping mo on tlic 
hook woine men than yon have began bettor and ended in being 
chtokon beartod follows, only fit to dig grams and bo soonta. Old 
Hoocem norer yet was mistaken m any one, and yon Tna^nTlA ! will 
gnrpQsa your father Only let him, oontmnod ho, agmn addressing 
nay fiithar let him seo ono or two more nfliuTB, and thon try Ins 
htod himself yon will thon see whether I am wrong or not” 

It IB well, eznlaizaod my fdtbor BcUoro me m^ son, I meant 
not to npbraadyon, bat I waa fearfal tho feeling yon displayed might 
growigionyon- Do kind as yon will to tboso oroond yon, affection 
ate to year oonneotions, tho poor givo r»lni» to tho needy} bot 
romesnber that yon aro a Tnog and bare sworn rekmUcss dettmo* 
tion to all thoso whom ABa may throw m yonr way ” 

“ I am rebuked, stud I, and yonr words haro sunk into my 
heart Kevor more *hnn ywa hovo to say of mo that I flinched from 
my doty Wheneror you thmk fit, I nm reedy to tako tho hand 
torclncf." Anil to tnna tho snhjcct I «ud, ” I beg to represent that 
llahomcd tho bhnttoto promised to tell mo »omo InitOTT of the man 
who died last night, and I cull on him to folfll his worn 

“ ‘W^ spoken ! " <nod a doicn of tho men ” JIahomed is a snre 
hand at a Btory let ns haro it 

ilahomcd, oiler stuffing a largo quantity of pann-lcaf and tobacco 
into bis month, enmehod it to vc r ol Umes between lus teeth, and after 
o cixpio^ dacliBim; of red saliva, settled himself upon his heels, and 
sddrcssmgmyfathcr spoke os nearly os I can remember as follows: — 
”I was bom at Borce wbich is a small villago in tho r»agpo< r 
temtory my fhthcr was a Tbng asyon all know end my ancednr 
•trero tho samo for gcnerotions before Talcs of thiir feats havp 
been handed down m oar family from father to son, and they ore 
vrorth relating bat they haro notldog to do with my story ^ic'* 
had been prosperous however and had saved money enough to givp 
a largo sam at tho court of ^Bgpoo^ for the oOlco and lands of tl o 
patelSiip (chief mDgisiraev) of onr nlhgc ; ncrcrtliclc<j they par 
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STied tlieir profession of Tlmggee I'ly grandfather Kasim, as many 
of yon know, was as famons a leader ot Thngs as any one lias been 
since be died , and my father, who was then young, succeeded to 
Jus property and situation Long he held it, and none arose to dis- 
pute his claim 

“ But his prosperity was not fated to last Well do I remember 
the day when some soldiers, sent by order of the peshkar of the court, 
aiiived at the village with an older to bring him to ‘the Presence ’ 
My father vainly endeavoured to learn from them the reason of this 
sudden call for him, as he was regular m his payments to the Govern- 
ment , and finding reasoning would not avail, he strove to bribe the 
leader of the party into conmvmg at his absence But all would 
not do , he was obhged to accompany them, and he took me with 
him at my earnest entreaty I was then a young man, probably 
about the age of the Sahib Zada theie We leached ISTagpoor after 
some long maiches, and on our arrival we weie cast mto a vile 
piison, our legs loaded with irons, and we were demed the com- 
monest comforts We had no paun or tobacco, no clean clothes, were 
not allowed to see any one, and were given the coarsest and most 
wretched food to eat In this manner we passed three long months 
My father m vam entreated to know what he was accused of, oi 
who was his accuser , and equally in vain were his attempts to have 
his situation made known to his family and friends We wearied 
ourselves in our lonely prison with conjectures as to what the cause 
of the misfortune could be, but without success At last, one day 
that wretch Brij Ball, who died last mght by my hand, came mto 
our prison attended by soldieis My father gave himself up foi lost, 
and thought his hour of death had arrived , but recoveimg, he ap- 
peared to lecogmse Brij Ball, and instantly assailed him ivith im- 
precations and abuse 

“ When he had finished, Bnj Ball, eyeing him with a gnm look, 
said, — ■ 

Pateljee ' peihaps you will now condescend to give the Govem- 
ment some account of the efiects of Jeysookhdas the merchant, who 
lived m your village, and about whose affairs you well know I was 
sent some years ago Ton may also remembei the reception and 
treatment you gave me, foi which, by the blessmg of God, I will 
now see whether I cannot effect a return ’ 

“ ‘ Thou art a liai, and a base-born rascal of a mootsuddco ’ ’ cned 
my father, ‘and not one woid shalt thou ever know fiom my bps 
Send some one more fit to confer with Kasim Patel, and he will tell 
what he knows , but not one word to thee, thou doe* and son of a 
dog’ 

‘“We will see,’ said the vile wietch, and makmg a sign to the 
soldiers wnth him, my poor fathci was seized, and a hoi'se’s nose- 
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ha^ filled with hot a*hog hang bod orer his Lend, he imi thumped 
yioleutlv on the book tiUho ifM forced to inhiae the hot dust, 'whioh 
nearly killed him- This -Koa repeetod soveral fame*, on ovcuy re- 
fusal to tell to Brq LdH -what ho desmod to know At list noturo 
ocrald bear no moro, and ho famted- Tho wretch then left the 
pnflon, particularly ordering that no wnter Bhcmld bo gmm But 
m thu hifl vile intenbona ■wero frrutrated for fortnnately Bome had 
re nuun ed from our momnig b Bupply and after Bpnnkhiig my faiher’B 
face, and forcing a dranght into luj month, ho recovered ffulEaently 
to sit np and dnnk Bome moro, whudi reriTud him. 


CHAPTER V 

WITEREEf TUB OLD THUO EJDS ms TiLE. 

I TitOuoHT I ahould have died, my wm, said my father at 
length and Bee what a block licart tbat viUoiti mu*t bovo to treat 
an old man after that ftiahion My outbcb on him and Iiu ! ho will 
proBper awhile but ^udgihoufc for tins and all his Tihrmloi will nt 
last over ta ke him 

T(^ me. eaid I, what qaorrol tbero is betwttn yon tuid what 
canse ho hoi to ponoento you m this manner 

Listen, ho rophed, and you Bhall Jaiow Some yoars ago 
when you woro but a boy Jey»ookbda*, who wob tho praoipol Ba 
houknr m the vilbgc died- On his death-bed ho BCnt for me, and 
deliVOriDg over his family to my caro, ontreatod mo m a 3roo»uhnou, 
and one of the fdithfol to prot^ Ibom against tlus Dnl Lull, whom 
ho bftd in tho pnbho durbox at Kagpoor beaten with a shoo for 
Bhmdenng him in tho vilest mannor with the intent of rmiung liU 
roputabon In fact Bnj Lcll bad accused him of making away with 
Bomo of tho revenue — tor Jc^ookh was tho ohannol of payment not 
only of tho revenno of our v-iUagc, but of those around us,amoantjng 
in tho year to nearly a lakh of mpeca. Fortunately for hJm, tlio 
ehameter of Jeysookh stood too high for tho aspmionn of a low 
wretch like this to hurt it ond no nottco was taken of what he hrul 
raid. Dnt tho insult ho had roeciTcd nover loft tho tnvnd of Ilni 
LolL Ho brooded ortr it, and made ovory attempt to ruin my old 
fnond; who, as ho had powerful enemies at the court, was over 
afterwards kept in continual dread of being plandcred under »oma 
false accusation, or cast into prison At length liowercr ho dl«l; 
nnd m onr last intemow he implored mo to lose no time in sending 
ofThu wife and Cnnlly to their conntry Marwar with tlinr jowrls 
and what money I could coJfcct. I «hd w os soon as I posiibfy 
could, under on escort of our own people in caso they ebouW fall m 
With other Thugs on the mnd 
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“ ‘ They had scarcely been gone a ■week, when this Brij Lall and 
another mootsnddee came with an order from his master hTaraynn 
Pnndit, the peshkar, to seize Jeysookh’s family and effects The 
order was a verbal one, and this being a very nnnsual circnmstance, 
I directly refused to give any intelhgence about the family, or ac- 
count of the effects of the deceased Bnj Lall began to threaten, 
and at last became grossly abusive to me, on which I beat him with 
my shoe, had him turned out of the village, and he was pelted with 
mud and stones by all the idle lads as he was conducted beyond the 
boundaries 

“ ‘ I never heard anything moie of Bnj Lall, but I knew he was 
my enemy at couit, as I could get no justice for many complamts I 
made agamst the ill conduct ahd aggressions of a neighbour, who 
had not only encroached on my boundaiies, but had seized gram 
which had been cut on seveial occasions This annoyance at last 
reached such a height, that I determined to send a deputation to 
the court to petition for redress It was however frmtless My 
people were openly opposed by Brij Lall, who it seemed had risen 
into great favour and power , I was openly accused as a usurper of 
the patelship of our village , a person was set up by Bnj Lall as the 
descendant of the real patel, and so much countenance and suppoit 
was given him that my people returned to me m great alarm and 
utterly discomfited 

Since that time, my son, now about five years ago, I have been 
constantly alarmed by reports which have reached me through my 
friends at hlagpoor I have been warned to bewaie of assassmation, 
to allow no strange men to come mto the village, nor to go any- 
where without a sufficient escort This, however, has not, as you 
know, interfered with oui profession, which I have not neglected to 
follow , but m other respects I have been caiefnl In spite of aU, 
however, we are fairly in his hands, and may Alla dehver us out of 
them ' ’ 

“We remained some days without another visit from our tor- 
mentor , but at last he came agam, and my poor father was again 
tortuied m various ways, but without effect • he would tell nothing 

“‘You dare not loll me, cowardly kafir as you are,’ cried he to 
Bnj Lall , * and, Inshalla ' were I once out of this vile prison, yon 
should see what a true Moosuhnan could do foi himself And I 
bid you beware ’ 

“ Biij Lall laughed at my father s impotent threats, and agam left 
us 

“We had lemamed m confinement for nearly three months, when 
one day one of the soldiers of out guard, won over by my father’s 
pi onuses and really stmck with the injustice of our case, agreed to 
convey a petition, which’ my fathei had drawn up, to a sahoukar, 
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mth. irtom he Tta* acquainted, -wbo then managed tho money aflzura 
of OTtrviflago, and reeided in tho oi^of Kagpoor 

”He -miB extremely aatoniahed to hoar of onr nhiation and 
immediately Bet to TTort to prooore our liberation But this win no 
ea^ task ! Brg laD poaseaaed tho ear of the nnmstcr of tlio court, 
and erary attempt our friend made was frastroted. At last ho laid 
our case Wore the chief aahoukur of Nngpoor a mnn of great m 
flnenoe, who went to the mimatnr himsell expressly on onr behalf 
We were told that the next day we were to appear m the dnrbor 
and answer the acousations wluoh bRd been Tnnidft agnmst ns and 
at the hour appointed we war© tatm to the house whero tho pcahtar 
resided, and -wharo he heard tho Tanous smta and cases whioh wore 
brought before bun, 

Karayim Pundit was thou a young man, but ho was looked np 


to with mntsh respect by all who had any dmlmCT with him. Ho 
was considered jttst, and ono who patumtly listened to both mdes ofa 
mteflfaon before be gare his decision But our Inttor <mcniy Dnj 
LqU was his coufidential mootsuddee, and conducted himself in so 


plausible a manner that ha tyronmes wuro rtorcr ducoTcred 

Br^ Loll made his accusation ogoiusi mv lather Ho said 
that, by the laws of tho kingdom, accounts of tnc elTocts of sahou 
koTB and other wealthy persons ought to be formshed to tho Gorern- 
jnent when they died without nudo children thut it wus well 
known that Jeysookhdas was rreolthy that ho had two or three 
daughters but no sons and that they had no right to hate 
tonoued ampoo of tho p rope r ty until the accounts ol tho Gotcm 
jnent hod been settled. Agam, that my father was not tho nghtful 
paid of Borco, and that tho person who was descended from the 
onginal possotsors churned tho oflico and tho landi which wero then 
in my fathora poescssiou. Bry Isdl concluded his representation 
by saying to tho pundit I wiil rcfmm from dwelling O incoma 
tion of Brahma 1 on the usage I haro mot with at this man s haud-^ 
Twice did I Tisit lus Tillage, and twice was I rcccircd with sucli 
jndigni^ that my blood boils at tlio recoUcctiom Ify lutontious in 
going there WCTo solely for tbo good of tho Gcremmcnt and bad I 
but tocn complained, tho wrath of my lord would haro descended 
on this man s head, and annihilated him and hin fomny But I 
deroured my gnef and it was not until provoked Iw Uis repealed 
refusals to como to Ibo Presence aud hi^ contempt of tho ines«age^ 
Bcnt to him about tho dTccts of Jcyiookhdas, that I bcetuno aware 
that the dignity of tho Gorcmmimt was set at nought, and I ordcml 
his arrest and lunruonmcnt. 

Xa Alla 1 Alla 1 cned my fatber my lord, it n all a lie. I call 
Aha to witness thatl nerer disobeyed any onler of tlm aovemment 
when sent to mo in a proper form. fCavo I not eaten the 
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of the Govemment before that pitiful Tpretch was bom P and who 
IS be that my lord sboxdd suffer bun to abuse so old a servant of 
tbe state in Jus presence P If I bave permission, I will represent 
to my lord tbat I am not m fault, but tbat tbis devd ought to be 
severely punished for tbe treatment be has subjected your slave 
to ” 

“ ‘ We will bear you to-morrow,’ said tbe pundit, ‘ and in tbe 
meantime it will be proper for you to draw up a statement of what 
you bave to say m your defence, in ordei that its relation may be 
moie .succmct and more readily comprehended ’ 

“My father then begged not to be confined like a thief, and. 
offeied tbe two saboukars as bis securities to appear whenever be 
might be called on This was admitted, m spite of Bi ij LaU’s pro- 
testations tbat no securities would bmd us, and we walked away m 
company with our friends , my fatbei, as be passed him, twiilmg bis 
mustacbios and lookmg askance at bun, with many a muttered 
Insballa and MasbaUa, all of which Brij Lall answered with looks 
of tbe most deadly spite and batied 

“ In tbe course of tbe evening an account was drawn up in Per- 
sian of tbe whole of Brij Ball’s conduct from first to last , and we 
took it to tbe durbar in every expectation of seemg him disgi’aced 
before our eyes, for bis unwarrantable treatment of us But wo 
were doomed to ‘ eat disappomtment ’ Tbe petition was read by 
Harayun Pundit, and be proceeded to pass judgment m tbe case , 
which, was, tbat Bnj Lall bad much exceed^ bis autbonly m im- 
pnsomng my father, tbat be bad acted wrongly m persecuting Jey- 
sookb and bis family, for tbat on an exammation of tbe accounts there 
did not appear to be any claim agamst him 

“ On tbe other band, tbat my father bad behaved ill to Brij Lall, 
m bavmg bad him turned out of tbe village , disrespectfully to tbe 
iState, lu not readily giving tbe accounts demanded to an agent who 
was known to bave tbe power to ask for them, and in resistmg foi 
so long a time bis repeated orders 

‘ My fatbci was gomg to reply, when bis friend the saboukar 
stopped bun ‘ Better,’ said be, ‘ is it to come out of a battle with 
half youi life than with no life at all Be quiet, consider tbat you 
bave escaped, which is what very few do, from tbe net which was 
tbiown round you by tbat low rascal, and be thankful ’ 

“ My father bad only to pay a small fine for what be bad done to 
Bnj Lall Ho considered tbat be bad obtamed a victoiy, and so 
tbe mattei ended 

“ I never sball forget tbe advice wbicb the old saboukar gave 
my father, when aftei some days’ sojourn with bim, and bcmg 
entertained at bis expense, we weie about to set out foi our village 
“‘Pateljee,’ said be, ‘I know tbat Bnj Lall well, bo nill never 
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givo up hia revonge you have soon tltat he bohavoa like a cow be 
fore hia patron, but abecnt from Turn ho ig a tipar m heart and m 
luannoTB and finch is tho mfloence ho ha« obtomod that no ono 
dttros to oppote hmu Ton have indeed got well ont of hia olntchoi 
hat had not yonr nSwra been taken np out s^ih, yon wonld haro 
Totnainod in yonr imsomblo pmon nntu hia hate had bem satiafied 
by yonr death, from tho confftent torment and 3) neago ho wonld 
hWe subjected yon to 

** Shookr Alla ( eaid my father I am at leafit aafo now 

Not withont great caatioii, said tho salionfcar his onmjanea 
will beeet yon wherever yon go, and ifc will rcqniro yonr utmost 
vigilaiLoe and wunnoM to avoid them. By yonr »oul 0 Patel, I 
beseech yon notto disregard what I aay or yon will repent it. 

“ I will not, said my father yemr Tforas nro fnondly and I 
drmk them in os gratoM ahorbet. Bat this Bnj Loll must haro 
long anna and powerful if he can reach ilohomodjco Potoh 

‘In a very few days after wo took cor leave and returned homo 
hut, a» had oecn prodmted in a fow months strange men began to 
be seen abont tho villago, and my father strange to say duro* 
garded all our prayers to star at homo, csneoially after desk. Ho 
TToold sot listen to tu, called tho mas we nad seen trarclJcrflr and 
stayed from home lote at nights ont of bravado Howoror my mo 
ther grew at lost so anzions and so elanned aboat theso repented 
volts of unfcooirn people, that aha begged of me neror to leave my 
fether a side by day and alw^ to bmjg him homo tnth mo Cmnv 
tho fields in tho evening This I did for a long limo bat one 
night, ono cursed night — would that I had norcr soon tho dawn of 
tho day preceding it ! — havu^ boon delayed in a field of sugaNcano 
to arrange about the cutting of it the following day wo wero late 
m rotnimng homo 

Wo were accompanied port of tho way by some men of a neigh 
bonnng village, but they B<maraled from ns about Ivalf a coss 
from ours and tho reinsiadcr of tho way (if wo followed tho 
atmight road) was <mo which was not thought safe and by 
wh^ no one wont aflor nightfaU it bo could help it. I attempted 
to toko another but tho old man efbv^rved it, and wui sharply 
That IS not tho way that road will keep ns out an hour longer 
I hod no mason to give to dia^aado him from tho road I wished to 
jircBd, though on ilT*dcBned fooling that there wui danger in tho 
ono before^ had led mo to endeavour to take tho other Bat my 
fnends, who can avoid his fate f If it m tho will of ..Uln that one 
uto die, ofwhatnaolshainan foremghtP Wo wont on, and won 
rtssobed the inclosed fields between the lutjh milL burfi hnlgc# of 
which the path wound- It was scarcely light cnongh to ko oor 
way but wo knew every foot of tbo road. AW at once as wo pro 
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ceeded, I tliouglit I saw m a hedge wlucTi crossed the road a glimmer 
as if of the match of a gun 

“ ‘ Look said I to my father, ‘ we are waylaid, there are people 
behind the hedge Look, there are three hghted matches ’’ 

“ ‘You are a fool,’ cried he, ‘they are fiieflies Are you afraid ? 
has my son become a coward 

“ The words were hardly out of his mouth when there were 
three sharp cracks close to ns My father fell on his face without 
uttermg a sound, and I felt a coldness and numbness all down my 
back, with a sharp pain, and the same feeling in my leg I became- 
sick, staggered a few paces, and then fell , but I was not msensible 
Three men rushed out from the hedge, and ran towards us witli 
drawn swords Seeing that neither of us moved, one of them 
turned me over on my back and looked mto my face I shut my 
eyes, for I knew if they were open I shonld not live an instant 
“ ‘This IS not the man,’ said the feUow standing over me, ‘we 
have missed them ’ 

“ Another came up 

“ ‘ It IS nearly as good,’ said he, ‘ it is the young devil the son, 
the father, depend upon iL is the other , come and see ’ And they 
left me 

“ They went to where my poor father lay, but I could not see what 
they did I suppose they examined him, for one cried, * Alhumd-ul- 
lUah * wo have been successful , oui faces will bo bright in our em- 
ployer’s Sight for this And only thmk, to have succeeded so easily 
after this long watchmg ’ The old dog was as wary as a fox ’ 

“ ‘You may thank me,’ said another, who had not as yet spoken, 
‘ if I had not dogged him to the sugar-cane field, and found out Ins 
ncaiest way homewards, we might have had a long contmuauco of 
our fruitless watching, of which I was hcarhly tued Come,’ con- 
tinued he, ‘ we must not stay, the country will be too hot to hold us 
^ladhoo will help us on to Illagpoor, and the sooner we get to him, 
(he better, the hoises Iknowaio all ready ’ 

“ I heard no more I was sick and faint, and lay almost insen- 
sible for a long tune The pam of the wounds was horrible, and I 
'ycliJi£d_ in torment, the night too was dieadfully cold, and I be- 
came so stiff I could not move I tried even to get as far as my 
poor father’s body, which I could ;|ust sec lying on its back , but 
uiotiou avas denied me I lay and moaned bitterly. I heard the 
voices of persons not far of, and shouted as loud ns 1 could, but thea' 
did not hcai me There avci'c shots fired, as I afrernards heard 
IS signals to us , but I could not nnswci them Wliat could I do, 
lying as I did like a crusbed reptile ^ I^Iy senses went and returned, 
as ihongli I were dead, and again ab\e Oli, my friends, liov 
rin I de'^enbe to you the misery of that night? At ^>=1 I was 
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ronaed out of a famt by some persoM Tnth a iaroh ftandmg oxvr 
mo I reoognued tbem as some of the labourers rf tho 

Village Thoj had saarohed every lane and at length found me I 
knew not what they said or did bat they broke out lamenta 
tioni on seeing my father ■ body and taking me up m a blanket 
■th^ earned me to the village, and set mo down at tho door of my 
iathor a house alas I hu no longer 

ITy fnends, all of you have soon tlie gnef of women when death 
has oome mto the house and stmok down a father a brothor a son ; 
till of you know how tho shnekw and mrknn* of women pierco into 
the heart, and turn men s Ixvers into water Till my fiither a body 
arrived there was no cry — no soreann My mother sat m a oomor 
rocking herself to and fro, calling on my father s urtm^ iq q 
tone, and every now and thoa beabng her bmist; my sister at- 
tended to mo, and moistened my montn with water as I still lay 
unable to speak, but fal^ aTraro of all that was going on arozmd 
me. Soma old women of the villago sat near my mother shivering 
m the oold wmd which whistled through the house, and ipeakmg 
umong themselvea m whispers. There was but a small lamp in a 
mohe in the wall, which with its fliokcnng hghi now roroolcd ono 
group now another causing the shadows of the whole to leap about, 
over around, above me until my disturbed brain fjmmrd them n 
legion of der^ sent to tonnest me bef oro my lima. 

** Sister said I, call our mother to me, I otn dying I think, 
for at the moment I folt fsmter than ever 

2fo, no I you must not die yon must not lave us now said 
the affoctiotiate girL It is but a wound ; the barber is coming and 
win toko out tho hnll and a fomentntaan a being proieucd by the 
bukoeiiL Tou will soon be welL 

As she spoke this a sudden gleam of torches lighted up the whole 
space outmdoj and immodiaio^ after four men, bearing my poor 
fathers body walked slowly towards the house I summemed 
■energy enough to sit up, loaning ocainst tho wuU end tho body was 
brought, all bloody as it was, and laid down- I iLould not say laid 
down, for os tho men who carried it wero preparing to lot it down 
centlr one of tho coraon of the blanbit slinp^ and tho corpse fell 
heovSy to tho ground, giving a homd dull squel ch, tho sound of 
which thrilled through every norro. 

For an instant there was not a word spoken { but when tho 
bloody features wero exposed to view the uproar was drcndfal 
Headed by my mother all tho old women rushed to tho side of tho 
body and begun tho most beartrendmg shneksj thoio vbo hod 
earned it wero also elTected, and tho erv reached to tho outside 
where tho crowd awmbled took it np till the henreaf werecniclitl 
with the noiso of tho kmcnlaUont, It was in vain that 1 endevT 
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cured to make myself Leaid But on a sudden the noise ceased, 
and silence "was ordeied by tbe kazee of the Tillage, "who entered 
He cast a look on the dead body, and then asked for me ‘ Who 
has done this said he, “whom do yon suspect P Tell us, by 
your soul, teU us, eie it be too late to overtake them, whoever they 
may be ’ 

“ ‘ Mahdoo, Patel of Etare,’ said I , ‘ but the vdlams have horses, 
they aie gone ere this, there is no use sendmg ’ 

“ ‘ "Wlio have horses P who have gone, did you say ?’ cued he with 
impatience ‘ Rally for a time, and strive aU yon can to let us know 
how this was, — ^how it happened ’ 

“ Ihad barely strength, but 1 gave a short relation of the whole 
“ ‘ By Alla, it is the work of hlahdoo himself,’ said one, ‘ and we 
will bum his viUage before the mommg breaks ’ 

“ ‘ It is the doing of Rheim EZhan,’ cried another 
“ Rheim Khan was my father’s brother-m-law, and they had been 
at bitter enmity 

“ ‘ Who takes the name of Rheim Khan ?’ cried my mothei ‘ May 
his tongue be bhsteied and rot m his mouth * May his end be like 
this !’ pomtmg to the corpse , and again she resumed her howls and 
lamentations 

“ ‘ Did you hear the woman ?’ said one fellow close to me , ‘ she 
would not curse at that rate if Rheim EZhan was free from suspicion ’ 
' ‘ Silence ' ’ said I, as loud as jl could ‘ I know who is the author 
of this, at least I have a right to have the strongest suspicions Mah- 
doo Patel had no hand m it, he is a coward , Rheun Khan, though 
he hated the old man, could never have done or planned this , no, it 
IS neither It is one whom we poor people can never reach from his 
height of station, one whom the pleasure of AUa alone can bring 
down to the condition of him who is there , I mean Bnj Ball, the 
accursed, the merciless ’ I was exhausted with speaking, and sank 
down 

“ ‘Who spoke P’ said my mother laismg her head , ‘I surely heard 
the voice of my son *’ 

“ ‘ I am here, my mother/ said I , and she turned to me 
“ ‘ Thou here ' thou ahve * Coward ' hast thou come to me to 
see thy father a bloody corpse m his own house P Where wei t 
thou that thou diedst not with him ? Did I not caution thee never 
to leave the headstrong old man, who would persist m disiegaiding 
all advice, and m exposmg himself at night P’ 

“‘I cannot answer thee now, my mother,’ said I , ‘ but I was with 
him See here, I fell also , though I did not die then, I feel that I 
shall ao so soon ’ I opened my vest and showed hei the hole the 
ball had n^ade, out of which a drop or two of black blood eveiy now 
and then ooiied, she looked at it, and threw herself at my feet 
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Tbon art no ooTrard I slie Bobbed out, tbon art no co^nird I 
Tbou hast bled in thr father b defence, and I mn bot nothing bnfc 

that it IS the mil of Alla, and his fiite. Who con aroid his de^j P 
But it IS hard to loce both. Husband and son, hnsband and Bon 
and I an old TToman. . 

«And Bhe went from me, and resumed her place at the Bido of 

by emo the neigbbonni I«ft mu The name of Bnj M M 
aaenoed one and m a ymyahort tame there n™ninrf only 

the Tvatohera by the oorpae, my foato wd m™lt Bhe ™ 
but a girl, my fnenda, bet aho rretohed ty mo and fom^ my 
^onldS^^eg mih ..arm rrato nnlffl ^ 

Mired, and I ^ eaaior How I mabed for tho bgb‘ to bo pnt 

J^^ttheywonldnothenrof A ^ 

many fonna mco. but nerar hare I a^ anytimg that I 
nero^-with my remembranee of my father a nppcaiM^ Hia ft® 
pLohed np. hia bps drawn bghlly aeroaa ha month 
S^mg hJ^pper ^ nndar teeth his ^w 

to oloeedi and the flanng hght now namg now 

"‘^^’'wht’tad been absent at n 

out. I was thm ^er hsvmE tnJeon some opium 

f^frai^^°®wt.fa>, tboegb .till m pmn. yet ca®or than I 

hadheen , . u- tut. hmebecn bnacd, I waa lall with Ihocon 

„e^"»trwne 

ha .'TJ^^^nM^irraimmend nothing conld enegeat no 

xho old kaxco tom ninrdcrera to connctlon. So 

mcBJurtfl to bo pn^cd iSimct of mticncc to Bmoho tho pipe 

„ he said ™ ITtt, beat way wo t^ld 

of ragret, ^ , .moothly for the pmod of a yrer I was 
JIattrr. tontmned t° , J, foD^rV nghta, when one da; 

oroaiaercd Bn] ball aa Um real patcl, la oppo-i 

the man who tod been ^ ep ^ ,lb „ tody of armed men. 

tron to my lailallnlirm ®Tho rillaem were <00 

“t^lt tlto^r.^I ttaafoKcd lorengn all myebma to the 
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newcomer By tins tune my sister ind gone to tlie liouse of her fathei - 
in-law, and I sent my mothei after her, for I had no longer a home 
I left the Tillage with an aching heait, to see if my father’s friends, 
the sahonkars, conld do anythmg for me at the conrt But they too 
had changed, as I might perhaps have expected, and wonld do nothmg 

“Bnj LaU, they said, was too powerfnl to be mterfered with, and 
they recommended me to give np all hopes of jnstice, as the attempt 
to fix the crime of mnrder npon him, with the msnfiicient evidence 
I possessed, wonld he attended with my certam destruction Hor 
wonld they assist me to regain my lost rights , so that I was friend- 
less, and, as it were, forsaken m the world I had hut one lesonrce: 
1 jomed the first hand of Thugs I could discover, though I had pre- 
viously not practised the profession, and I have smce hved a lonely 
and wretched life in the world. My mother is long smce dead My 
sister still hves, and has some children , she is happy, and has no re- 
membrance of the past I pay her a visit now and then, and am 
received with affection and kindness She is the only one m this 
world except yon, my friends, who cares for me She heheves me to 
he a soldier m the service of Holkar, and she will never know to the 
contrary Praise he to Alla ' however, my enemy has died hy my 
own hand, and I am content, for I am revenged Some of you, my 
fhends, will lay me in my grave when my time comes, and it will 
not he long I have lived hitherto for the deed I did last night 
There is no excitement for me m the fnture, and it matters not how 
soon the old Thug is laid m the earth This is my story, such as it 
IS , if I have arrested your attention and gratified the Sahih Zada, 
my mtentions have heen fulfilled, and I am content ” 

The whole assembly was struck and affected by the old man’s 
story, and all jomed in consoling him for his misfortunes But I 
was particularly mterested in them, as they went more to convince 
me that the hand of Alla was upon all our domgs than even my 
father’s history. Both were stnkmg instances, hut the Thug’s par- 
ticularly so It really seemed as though Bnj LaU had heen given into 
our hands, nay to the very hands of him he had so oppressed, to receive 
his punishment on earth previous to the eternal &es of Jehunum 
“ Henceforward,” said I to myself “no one shaU have it to say of 
Ameer Ah that he hxmg hack when occasion required his personal 
exertions I wiU emulate my father, and the country shall know 
and feel that I am a scourge on its wickedness Ho one shaU escape 
me , I wiU act up to the utmost of the oath I have taken, wage un- 
relentmg wai with the whole human race, and, InshaUa * they shaU 
see whether Ameer Ah cannot lead his men on to actions which will 
hy far surpass any of the present times, and equal those the tradi- 
tions of which lemam among us ” 

E 
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From tliat daj I ptrt mjrolf under tie tuition of tie ^roo, or 
teacier of the b^d, — an (wd Thug ttIio was Trom out wiUi oge, but 
had been considered to be one of the most dertarorifl bbuttotc*, or 
stranglers, ■who had lived within the momoncB of any of the men of 
our Company Ho ■vraa a Hindoo ft mjpoot and though hia fmmo 
was dry and ahnveDed, yet from hia height, breadth of BhouldoTB 
and ftmewB winch ■were developed the more by tho nbsenco of flesh 
to cover them, it was easy to see that he bad been a rrmn of immcnso 
strength and power and, added to this, if hie great doxtenty in 
using the hanaherchief was conaidoxed, the stones of his supenor 
prowe« might easily be credited- I had hitherto not associated 
much with hnn, and beyond a oourteous demeanour to each other wo 
had boon but Lttle aoquamted bo I begg^ my fither to me to 
brm, dfihver me o^ver to his oore, and request of inn to initiate mo 
thoTOngbly m the practice of a bhuttote 

He was delight^ at this spontaneous oflbr on my port, readily so- 
ceded to -wishes, and at onoe put mo andor tho enro of Hoos^ 
and Hoop Bmgh, the old Thug I have mentioned, who belonged to 
Hoosoms party 

For a few days," Kud my father I will not seo you you shall 
remain with them and when you rotarn to me, lot mo welcome you 
os reudr and willing to a part in the next afloir wo may Ui 


engaged in. 

The day after we began m coroesh Eoop Singh ropoatod mean. 
tofaous over me. I ate no moot, indeed tosmd nothing bnt milk for 
four ^Ys- Ifomerotts soanfleos woro xnado to tbo sacrod pickaxe 
ever y omon was observed, and as I sat under tho trees after our doily 
march, sooroely a bird ahglitod on them but there wna some con 
elusion drawn from it and tho oppeornneet of dilTcront onlmoli 
f>Tid buds OB wo oommenoed our mnreh m the mornings were par 
tioulorly obaorred and noted. I was notumllT very inquisitive as to 
the meaning of oil that -was done to mo and for mo bat tho old 
gooroo TTOuld not enbghten inc- 

ily sou,” said he “ when I was your sct these ccromoujcs wore 
performed over mo to make mo fearless andstony hearted, active and 
cunning soastoousnoro allwbo como within my reach, and to ovoid 
my enemies, to TnnVn mo fortunate, and to canso mo to wm Cunc 
In all theso I have never failed- Two others upon whom I havo per 
forc ed them aro ruing flirt to bo jemadars, such is thcirtdJrcss snd 
couTUgo and you too will bo tho snmo thoreforo ftsk no qaeslioni. 
Conbmt yourself with knowing that cTorythiug is going on properly 
and to my complete satufaction, for I have not observed one tm. 


favourablo omen- , 

On tho fifth morning tho handkerchief ■was put into my Lana j 
end after having been bathed, a npmt cd with sweet nuelhcg olb 
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nnd marlcedon tlic foi eliead -witli rcrmihon, as avotaijof Bliowanee, 
I ^Tas declared a bliuttote 

“ One tiling I foigot,” said the old man langliing, as lie gave me 
the clotli, “and tbat was tlio principal pcrliaps I Iiavo not slio'nn 
yon how to nsc it, and I have a pccnliar Icnack of my own, which is 
easdy commnmcated Ton mil soon learn it ” 

He took the cloth, tied a large knot at one end, with a piece of 
silver inserted in it , this he held in his left hand, the plain end being 
in Ins right, and abont as much space betu'cen them as would nearly 
compass a man’s neck, the closed hands had the palms nppeimost 
“How,” said he, “ mark this , and when yon throw the cloth from 
behind, and have got it tight, suddenly turn yoni l^nckles into the 
neck, giving a sharp wrench to cither side that mayTid^ost con- 
vement If done m a masteily manner, instant death ensues ” 

I took the cloth, and held it as ho directed, but it did not please 
him 

“ Give it me back, that I may show yon more evactly on your oivn 
neck,” said he 

“Indeed, no,” cried I langlung, “yon might think I was a 
traveller, and have me down in an instant, without intendmg it , but 
I perfectly nndei stand the method ” 

“ Then try it on me, Ameer Ah , I shall sec by the position of 
your hands whether yon know anything abont it ” 

I obeyed him , the old man shook his head and laughed 
“ That will never do , yon could not kill a child m that way,” he 
said “ When yon feel my hands lonnd your neck yon will under- 
stand.” 

So I submitted with as good a grace as I could, though I did not 
at all hke the idea My blood ran cold through me as I felt his 
chill, clammy hands abont my neck But he did not hurt me, and 
I saw where my error had been I tried it on him as he had shown 
me several times, and was declared at last to be perfect 
“How yon only want practice. Ameer Ah,” said he 
“Inshalla’ Hoop Smgh,” I rephed, “wo shall have plenty of it 
One begmmng, and I fear not for the rest Like a fager, which, 
once having tasted human blood, will if possible take no other, and 
runs every risk to get it, so I feel it will be with me ” And it was 
so Sahib, I knew myself — I had spoken truly 


CHAPTER VI 

TN WHICH THE EEADEE WILL BE IHEOEMED HOW AilEEK ALI KILLED HIS 

EIEST MAN 

Hothikq of any moment occurred dnrmg the rest of onr march to 
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Ifagpoor if I excmt the deaths of a ferr solitBiy truTDlIeiT*, irho Lad 
faD e n hy the Lands of a ttmall portion of the band -who had been 
sent to another rood, -irhioh mn paiaDel to the one on -whioL ■wo 
mardied and as I tnow no portionlaM of them worth mentioning 
I shall at onoe lead yon, Bidub, to onr encampment at Nagpoor 
Outside the city is a large tnnt, on the margin of -which tho 
majority of the bend encamped. My father and a few others put up 
m the town, for the purpose of n nD T nr t Tng the booty alrMiay ob- 
tained into money It was not & difflonlt teak, for os the proper^ 
■which had belonged to Bry Ml was easily saleable, we Soon Jorod 
pnrohasQTB among the nmneroua goldsnuths nnH Bahouiars of the 


In one of his dealings with & sahoutw my father casually stated 
that ho was proceeding toHydaiabod with some men ho had w^ght 
from hia village, end for whom he -was m hope of procuring employ 
ment under aa he said, hts brother who was m the sorvico of the 
■then reignmg pnnee Siknndar Jah. The sahoutar at onco pro- 
posed to aooompany us, and to give my father ond his men a hand 
some remuneiatiou if he would protect him on tho road as bo hod, 
he said, boon for some time on the look-out for an opportunity to 
put hmiiwH under the escort of a rospootahlo man who might Ixi 
traveOing there with a number offoSowers. 

Ai tfmA, flohib, in oottsecmenco of the unsettled state of tho 
o o unLi y and the many mmoui* there Trero of ■vrurs, ony man of rts 
speotabihty ■who -was idle m hia yillego, and could pmvuade a fo« 
componioQs to acoompony him os thoir leader iras snro of employ 
ment as a soldier, if ho presemtod hnnself at any of tho courts of 
Hindoetau or the Dukhan. Sindco, HoUmr the Pcahwuh, orcry 

prince m &ct had o largo army •wldoh was tolerably paid anditwa^ 
bettor to serve •with tb^ thM to pursue any other occupation- IVc 
Tmd met several of such men on our rood down to hogpoor 

so that our company presented no cxtraonllnary or suspicious np- 
peorunco, cspemoily umct my tether who looked liko a eoldior was 
always 'well ormod and dressed, rodo a fino horso, and on occotwns 
ct residing m, or cronpaasing through, a city was always attended 
by a number of tho Thugs os his escort and lus oppctuTinc® was 
oerteinly -what ho represontod hunsclf to bo to tho sahoukar 

Jly tether rcudfly agreed to tho sahoukar s terms, and bound him 
self down m a day or two oiterwanls to bo at his disposal, nml to 
afford hirn protection as ter as Ilydciuhod. At a secret confcmici 
they had that day tho sahoukur as my tether told me, informetl 
tljot to vras going to take down a good deal of trtoiarc some 
-Taluablo jewels and eomo merchondiso by which h© hoped to prt a 
jjandsomo profit at Hjdcrahad- ^oy be even wmtfotira^toshow 

him whftt bo was going to toko with him ; and you cannot iron'*ine 
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<yilub, the joy tliat \\as cliiTusccl in oui camp at ilie certainty of so 
nch a booty 

In oiclcr to give oiir band as lunch of the appcaiance of soldiers 
as possible, my father purchased for those n ho had none, matchlocks, 
.swoids, and shields, and distnbuted them , and, in truth, when all 
the men veie dravrn up to be exanuned, they -wcio afinc-lookmg set 
of fellows, for as this expedition had been considered one of ex- 
tieme adventuie, none but the youngest and most able-bodied had 
been selected for it They were all lufoinied of the agreement 
which had been made with the sahoulcar, cautioned to put on as 
mihtary and swaggeimg an air as possible, and, in short, to behave 
as soldiers would, duimg the part of the joiuney they would have to 
appeal as Ins escoit 

This was m the evening, and dniing the night the camp vas a 
scene of jolhty , the booty in view , nay, almost within then grasp, 
vas sufficient to cheer them Aset of dancmg gnls was invited 
fiom the city, and in listening to them songs the best pait of the 
night was passed 

We expected tho sahonkar anxiously all the day, and just at 
nightfall he came to our camp in a small travelling cart, with one or 
two seiwants and two or tlucc small pomes, on which a tent and 
his baggage were laden, and ten bullocks with their two drivers 
Altogether, there were eight men, includmg himself 

Wo saw but little of him durmg oui march to Oomraotee; my 
father and Hoosem used sometimes to sit with him in his tent during 
the evemng, and I was also introduced to him He was a large, un- 
wieldy man, and I began to think -whether he would not be a good 
subject for my first tnal I mentioned my thoughts to my father, 
and he was much pleased -with me 

“ I had mtended to have appointed you to be his bhuttote,” said 
he , “ he IS too fat to make any resistance, and he will be the easiei 
work for you, who have not as yet tried what you can do ” 

So from that -fame I looked upon him as my first -victim 
. I daily went to my mstr actor to gam fresh insight mto my pio- 
fession, and practised the handhng of the cloth in every way he 
pomted out to me He one day proposed -to mveigle a lonely 
-traveller into our camp, m Older that I might t^ my hancT upon 
him first, but I objected to this, as I felt confident m my o-wn 
powers, and was determmed, as I had selected the sahonkar, that he 
should be the first man 

I pass over our journey, as nothmg worth mentioning occurred on 
the road We arrived at the tewa, and took up our quarters m the 
bazaar I was much struck with its apparent o pulencp and pros- 
perity , but it was not to be wondered atj-as it -was the place where 
all the merchandise and manufactuies of Hindostan weie brought 




•A ooni:bssions of a Tmro 


to be dutribrited ever ihs Ihitimn, and Trtapo aH tho spicca, dmes, 
and other articlea of trade omred from tho aonth, to bo *ent to 
diffarent parte of Hindoetaji 

Tho torm eeemod to be faD of flahouton honsea and largo shop* 
and m tho baxaars ■were displayed every ortiole that I over heard 

besidoe many othere from the Europeans at Bombay which I had 
never eeen before and I •wondered abont ©very day m company mth 
my fikther admiring and Trtmdenng at oil 1 saw 

Tho Bohoainr t DUEinea* detamfid him some day* at ttu* place, at 
the end of -which we agom act forward, with an addihon to bi& 
people of three man, who drove a few b^oefc* heavily laden with 
^otos, which Tve heard irere of tho most costly description^ bong 
thoeo of Benares, which ere justly celebrated for their richness gtin 
beou^ Kor did this addition at all disconcort our plans, for Jn 
oonsequetneo of the sahoutnr having accompanied n* Hoosems 
party stiQ remained and, indeed, if it bad not, there wtire plenty 
of my frithor s to have secnred the whole without trouble 

Prom OomrtLotea to Mungloor is three stages, and ” tharo, said 
my fktheDP I shall dem.de on tho place for tho ending of this matter 
If I remember right, there aro soma iow hills and jnvuwa act far 
b^nd it, which will give ns excdlent opportunitic* for conccahag 
■the bodiea. And do yon, Hoosem, mqmro who oiuong your men 
know tho cTound, for it will bo necessary to send some ono who 
does with the loghormu 

Inquine* wore accordingly modo when wo reached our first stage 
a viluigo named Baum, aud it was discovered that three men wem* 
intimacy acquainted with tho whole of tho road, and had boon cm 
the pomt of cominff forward to roeommemd that ono spot in par 
tMJular should not be noglcctctL They were cloedy questioned bv 
my hither and Hoosem ood tlnw pnvo o verv clear dctcnplion of a 
place, which socmed to bo so well fitted for tno purposo that it wa^ 
at once determined on, and tho men promised extra reward if they 
wtr^ exe r t themsdres 

I now felt that my Inno had coma that m a •very few hemn 1 
might toko ray place -with tho rest, having established my right td 
be ^cir oquah 

Perhaps it was ivcatncss, sahib, bat from that timo 1 avoided thr 
sight of tbo sahoatar as much as possible I saw hunoueo ortwjcr 
on tho road but an mrolontary ahudder crept thronch me and, 
liko a looh I almost snsUed I were bicL again at our -villn c JJot it 
TTfts too Into to retract j I had a cliarnctcr to gam, ond the esteem of 
him who best loved mo my father to wxarc To turn back was 
impoMihlc, ond to ovmco tho smallest cowanliec was to degrade my 
sclfOT^evablv I had therefore an resoareo but to do my hot 
ond m truth, when tho sahoakar was not before me IftU norrlw-t- 
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fince to perform my part, but, on tbe contiary, the same desire I bad 
before experienced to distmguisb myself 

We reached Mungloor Ib is a large toTni, full of Mabomedans, 
and celebrated for tbe sbrine of Meer Hyat Kalnndur, a saint of 
great antiquity His tomb is beld in paiticular veneiation, and it 
■was judged bigbly expedient tbat "vre should oflEer up our prayers 
for the success of our enterprise Accordmgly, my father, myself, 
Hoosein, and some other Mabomedans went to the tomb, and havmg 
observed all the ceremomes required and directed by the attendant 
moollahs, we were sittmg m conversation with two of them, when 
we discovered, by a casual sign made by my father to Hoosein, 
which was recogmsed by them, that they wei e Thugs > Most extra- 
ordmary, thought I , here are sacred' ministers of our faith Thugs 
as well as ourselves But after some conveisation with them, I 
could see that my father esteemed them lightly 

“ These fellows can hardly be Thugs,” said my father to Hoosem, 
as we descended the steps of the shrme into the outer court, where 
many of the men had put up for the day, “ and we had better 
caution the people against gettmg acquainted with them I do not 
think they will notice us furthei as it is, but they might do so did 
they know whom we have with us ” 

“ You are right,” said Hoosem , “it might peihaps be better were 
the men told not to disclose whom we have with us ” 

They were accordmgly cautioned , and it turned out that we had 
done right, as we heard afterwards that the moollahs were most in- 
quisitive, and could not undei’stand how it was that we had come so 
far and were going so much farther without an object , and I have 
no doubt had we not acted as we did, and disclosed onr mtentions 
to, or asked for assistance from them, that they would have eithei 
betrayed us to the village authorities, or insisted on such a shaie of 
the spoil, which we daie not have refused, as would have materially 
lessened ours 

After prayers we returned to the place where we had put up, and 
found a man belongmg to the sahonkar waitmg for us He said 
his master would stay that evening where he was, with a friend, m- 
stead of commg outside the village to our encampment, but that my 
father was to leave some men with him as a guard , and that he 
would set out early m the night, as he was determmed to go on to 
Bassim, a town some distance off, where he had another friend, whom 
ho wished to visit , that as it was so long a march we must start 
early, so as to allow time for a halt for refreshment at a village half 
way 

My father did not like the idea of sendmg the men into the 
village, lest they should be recogmsed as Thugs by any of the Thug 
villagers , yet he could not but acqmesce, and some wcie sent as 


/ 

/ 
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ioon as Bight closed in, thnt there might be hardly a ohanoe of their 
bemg tnoiriL In the meantime erery pnjpanitioa nra* made by tie 
party of grarediggerB ivho irer© to precede na, and at TnjrhffHii they 
also left the groimd, fourteen m nnmbor mth the two who know 
the spot m company with them- They wore confident as to the 
preciao place they ihonld fix on, and deecribed tie hiHs aa httlo moro 
than low monnas, caused by some high land brantmg mto mvmca 
that, if they remembered ngnt, tho road wna very stony and creased 
by sercrnl small stream*, whose bank* were Imed by thick hrosh 
wood, and that m any one of these m whioh there might bo no 
water the bhil, or grays, shonld be prepared- They were al*o de- 
sired to place men m advance to give information, that wo might nil 
take onr places, and fiiU on, when tho Bgnal was given- 

It was now generally known to oil that I was to have tho sohon 
kar to myself, and many throngod about me to boo ^w I looked 
forward to my first fcnoJ every one ohoertd me, and I mast own 
this gave me groat oonfidsnee. As the tune nppTnaohod, my sonl 
burned for tha work like that of a ^jung and bmve toldicr to sec 
tho first flash of his bright smard in an^ lly fothor enjoyed ny 
demeanonr in eflent satitfagtiop he spoke not, bnt thoro was cccnltn 
tion IB his eye os he looked fondly npra mo, and I fdt that I shonld 
not disappoint hint. 

The whole band teemed to be larpresscd poriionlorly with tho us 
portanoe of the present matter for they ooDoctod into grtrap*, and 
thon^h each tnRTi know exactly what ho had to doi, and woat was 
sppomted for his comrade, yet they seemed to bo disonssing tho 
whole, tfll one by one they oeparatod, and each stretched hnn*cir 
ont to gam tie httlo rest ho ooold, before tho tune omvctl wiic/i 
would call him into acbvo, iw dcodJy stnfe, — my father and 
Hoosein too all except myiolf. 1 was sitting outside our shght tent 
when Hoop Singh come to ma 

“Bahol" said ho as ho sot down, how fed you P iiyourhcort 
firm fiTid your blood cool P 

“Both, soldi “nothing can change my heart and feel my 
'twnd, u my blood hot P 

'"No, sold tho d\d man, t^^Migii in Vo*} *‘iii* not, nor dtxw it 
tremble thi* is as it should be. I hare icon many prepare for 
thetr first trial, but novor one so cooDy and calmly as von do } but 
this is all m con*cquoDCo of tho blcs^ mtmtrui which hare been 
read over yon, and the ceremonies yon went tlirongh 

“Porbajwso, said If but I tbfak I should hare been nmeh the 
same without them- , ,, 

Now may Bbowoneo rorgivo yon, prend bor ho rerplictl ” you 
know not their efficacy Was there ever ft preoJer being than I wb% 
—a rajpoot by birth, and one of tho purest tribes? Had I not skin 
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-svild 'beast'?, or liclpcd to slay tlicin fiom my clnldhood ? bat ^vlicii a 
man Avas slionm me, and tlio liandkci chief alone pnt into my hands 
to dcstioy him amUi, indeed I trembled , nor aaos it for a long time 
that I could be bi ought to attempt it 33ut,” continued Roop Smgh, 
“ you have one moic ccicmony to go thiongh, Avhicli on no account 
must bo neglected , go, call your lathci, Uooscin, and Bhudrmath, 
that they may bo piescnt ” 

"We were all soon assembled, and the gooroo led the way mto an 
adjoinmg held Ho stoj'pcd, and iuiiiing to the direction m -which 
Ave weie to proceed, raised his hands in a supplicatory manner, and 
cried, “0 Halcc' Alalia Kalce* if the traveller now Avitli us should 
die by the hand of this thy iicav votaiy, vouchsafe us the thibaoo 
All of us stood silently, and vondorfnl to i elate, even at that 
late hour an ass brayed on the light hand Tlie gooioo was over- 
joyed 

“ There cned ho to the others, “ aaus thcio cvci so complete an 
acceptation of a votaiy ? The omen almost followed the piayer ” 

“ Shookr Alla'” cvclaimcd my fathoi, “it is noiv complete, ho 
will go forth and conquei Theic only icmams for you to tie the 
knot ” 

“ That I vail do when we letmn,” said the gooroo , and when wo 
xeached our encampment, he took my handkerchief, and untying 
the knot which had been previously made, he leticd it, placing a 
piece of silvei m it Presenting it to me, he said, — 

“Receive this now sacied Aveapon, put your trust in it, in the 
holy name of Kalce I bid it do your AiaU ” 

I received it in my light hand, and carefully tucked it mto my 
waistband, that I might not lose it, and that it might be leady for 
action when required 

"We remamed m conversation for some tune, and then threw our- 
selves on our carpets -to snatch a short lest, -till one of our men from 
the AoUage came and -told us that the sahoukar was preparing -to 
move, and had sent him on to wain us 

The band were quickly roused and our beasts laden, and we drew 
up by the side of the road -to await his arrival. He was not long in 
eommg, and we aU moved on together 

The mght was beautiful, the road excellent, and we pushed on m 
high spirits The booty we were to possess, the tact mth which 
the whole matter had been managed from the first, would mark it 
as an enterprise of a superior description, one that any cne of us 
would be proud to mention, and which would cause a considerable 
sensation, not only m -the country, but among the numerous bands 
of Thugs of Hmdostan, more especially those we were -to rejoin at 
the conclusion of our season 

We had proceeded about two coss, when -there was a m-urmur 
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Bmang the men who led, and one of the scoata wtm an mstnnt oflcr 
■-frafdB seen m a king hw way to where we were ily &thcr reoog 
pued hnn aa one of those he had sent On 

BhillQ, manjeh P [Bhve yon deered tho bole P] he eogerlr in 
qotred. 

“Maiyehl said the mam “It la doored, nnd it is oil ready 
Bee Ton yon low hiD* P A streamlet, as I told yon, rnna from them 
and li is a rare bhil that wo hare made, Jemadar Sahib. Ton wflV 
B&j we have done welL 

And how far may it bo P " demanded father 

“About half a cost,” said the mam A short distnnoo from 
hence, the road becomes stony nnd contimies so till yon nro abovo 
the pass — take adrantago of it ” and ho foil m among the othors. 

The men were silfflitly wamod to be at their ports and caoh man, 
or two men, as it was necessary placed close to tho ono to 

whom ha had boon assigned. By designed ohstruotion in front, thi 
bnhooka bolongmg to the sahonkar with then* aitendacta, were 
brought im mediately about the cartm which bo rodo and tho whole 
bemg gathered into one place, wot© the cooor to bo secured. Tho 
preparatjons agamremaedme and I grasped tho hrmdterchicf firmly 
tbmlosg eveiy moment that tho signal was aboat to bo nuido t but 
wo stfif crept on at a abw pace, for tb© road wu* narrow and Imwl 
1^ thorny boshes and tho man m front proceeding as slowly as 
possible, we were bent ctootly m ottr proper pbee and orpected 
every moment to reach tho snot. 

As wo approaohod tho lomul bills, tho janglo bocftmo protty thick 
and appau^ doubly so by tho moonlinht and wo pakicd many 
placee where I thoii^t tho deed might havo boon done with odnm- 
But I wna wrong for tho loghaccs hod scloctod an admirable 
one 

A Tnsn camo from tho front, whisperod o ferw words to mv falher 
and ngmn went on. This inctoased my amocty Wo crossed a small 
hollow ascended a bank, and teJew us I inw wEnt I was suro was 
the plaoo. Tho bonks of tbo nvulot wero high nnd itetm, covered 
wrii ffcict anderwood ioatted ly trailing creepera A few higher 
trees nearly mat over Its bed, in which eoald bo jotfc ducerned o 
imnll of water loofang Uko a sHtct inako os tbo moons 

rays fell on it through tbo dark foliage A hundred thieves might 
he there, thought I and who could over know Iho fate of a imrel 
]«• who might BO easily bo surprised in inch a spot P 

I was roused from my traia of thought by my father as bo called 
out (ranlion) This was tho preparatory sigtaL 

Ho went to tho Bido ol tbo cart ond reprewrated to the saboafcar 
that wo had rc^ed tho strcani and that tbo hank was so sterp. 
nod tbo bod so stony, that bo most get oat and walk oxer to thr 
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otlier side, if no faiilicr This was quite sufficient, tlio man got 
vut, and attei seeing the cait safely down the steep hank was pie- 
parmg to follow himself 

The nholo scene is now before me The bullocks and their 
drivers, mth tho Thugs, ncro all m a confased gioup in the bed of 
the bttlc stream, the men shouting and uigmg on their beasts , but 
it was easy to see that oveiy man had a Thug eloso to him availing 
the signal They v ere only a fev feet below us, and tho stream 
was so narrow that it nas vith some difficulty all could stand in its 
bed, especially when the cart reached the bottom Aboi e, stood my 
fathei, Hoosein, and myself, tho sahoiikar, ono of his seivants, 
and scTci’al Thugs 

I was eagerly naiting tho signal, I tightly grasped tho fatal 
handkerchici, and my first victim vas withm a foot of me ’ I wont 
behmd hun as bemg preferable to one side, and observed ono of the 
other Thugs do tho same to a servant Tho sahoukai moved a^ 
step or two towards tho road — I mstmetively followed him, I 
searcely felt that I stuaed, so mtensoly was I obsei vmg him “ Joy 
Kalee ' ” shouted my father it w'as tho signal, and I obeyed it * 

As qmck as thought tlio cloth was lonnd his neck, I seemed, 
endued ivith superhuman strength I wrenohed bis neck loimd — 
he struggled convulsively for an mstant, and fell I did not quit 
my hold, I knelt dovm on him, and stramed tho cloth till my hand 
ached , but he moved not — he was dead ' I quitted my hold, and 
started to my feet I was mad vith excitement ' My blood boiled, 
and I felt as though I could have strangled a hundred others, so 
easy, so simple had tho reahty been One turn of my wrists had 
placed mo on an equahty with those who had followed the pro- 
fession for years, — I had taken the first plaoe in the enterprise, for 
I had killed tho prmcipal victim * I should receive tho praise of 
the whole baud, many of whom I was confident had looked on me 
as only a child 

I was roused from my i overio by my father 
“You have done well,” he said in a low and kmd voice, “you 
will receive the reward of this soon How follow me, we ivill go to 
the grave Ere this the bodies have been collected, and I myself 
must see that they are properly disposed of There will be a noise 
about this busmess, and it will need great exertion for us to get out 
of the road we are now travelling ” 

I followed him We descended into the bed of the stream, and 
were led to the grave by one of the men , others bearmg the body of 
the sahoukar followed We passed up the bed of the stream for a 
short distance , and near the mouth of a small tributary , the bed of 
which was dry, a number of the men were standmg 
“ The grave ^ ” asked my father 
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‘ It ifl up there,” said ooe. Xoa will have to creep, ud tlie 
thorns are yvrj bad- 

It taattetB not, he replied and we entered the place 

The banin of the nmlet wero perhaps two or three yordi high, 
end the bed was so niirrow that bnt two pcnon* oonld advnnca 
ahreast. The creepen and trees were matted overhead, and the 
fiidae so tinot that it was impoasihle that any cno could have got 
down from above. The tangled ohoraoter of the spot mcreosed aa 
we prooeeded, until it hecama neoeasary to free out clothes from the 
"thama which, caught n* at every step In a few moments we heard 
the sound, of voices, and after ereepmg almoit on all foam thixmgli 
a, hole which had apporontly been forced thiongh the tmderwood 
we came npem the grave. 

There was oiity one it occopied almost the entire breadth ol tlio 
stream it was veiT deep, and the earth, or rather sand. Lad bem 
thrown onfc on each «ncL Tho loghaees were sitting there sharp- 
■enmg stakes out from the jungle bat they could scnrocly bo scon 
from tho darkness of the place, which tho tlack wood abovo only 
partially allowed the moonbeams to penetrate ThOT wore ooa- 
verajig m a low tone in the slang of tM bend, which I had not yot 
lamed my father spoke to them, or inther to Ihcir lender 

Ton have had yonr wits about yon, he said, and wo will 
-think well of yon when we make the datribotion tbs u a pravo 
that even a jaoknl oonld not dmeover Apam I ssy Petr Khan, 
yon havo done this properly and it u well 1 have seen it that I may 
speak of von as you dosarvo bnt yon most bo quick, — tho night 
advonoas.' 

It IB khodawnnd,” repbod the ronn. IVe do but wait 

for another body which they say is coming and tho filling up will 
be done immediately 

As ho spoVo, tho body of tho snhouhw* was brought up by three 
TQ nn, who railed at it for its wtaghh 

It IS thair wont, ho mid. ** Do not speak to them onlv watcb 
wbat they do for you must seo all, that you may bo fully ocquam 
ted with your duties.” 

I was Eilont. Tho corpse was dragged to tho brink and thrown 
In, as also that of the servant who bad been killod close to (ho 
anhnuknr Incmons worn made m thmr abdomens, and sharpened 
atakes dnvou through them. 

“■Were it not for tho precaution you sec said my father ' the 
■irround might swtU, and the jackals would drug out tho bodies j in 
this wsr howertr it is impossible ** 

■^Vbon all was finished, qaantitics of btonen which hod been cot 
Tected wem thrown upon the bodies, afterwords thorns, and the 
whoJo was roTcred up mtb sand, which was carcfolty smoothed 
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“ I tlnnk tills Avill do, Jemndar Snlnb,” said Peer Kliati , “ we 
may now leave tlio place It is not likely that any one will come^ 
liere to look for tlio setli^eo or Ins people, and tlio sahib zada has 
seen how cleverly wo have done our woik ” 

“ Enongli,” caid I, “ I shall Icnow how to act as a lugha myself 
should I ever need it ” 

!My father beckoned mo to follow him I stayed to sec some diy 
sand thrown over the place, and proceeded with the others Tho 
hole in the underwood made by ns was closed up with great care ; 
and a branch of a bush being broken off, and trailed after him by 
the hmdermost man, obliterated every footmaik m tho dry sand of 
the nulla 


CHAPTER VII 

A ITEW ADVENTORE, WmCU PROVES Alt UNUSUAL PRELUDE TO AN 
evening’s ENTEPvTAINMENT 

The rest of the band, with the cart and laden bullocks, had pro- 
ceeded some way before we overtook them Wo passed through 
a tlnn 3unglo for some distance, emerging fiom which, we found 
ourselves on a wild, bare plain, hero and there studded with strag- 
ghng brushwood Wo all collected together, and hghtmg fires, the 
hooka passed round, and each one related his achievement, and gloried 
in the prospect of a speedy division of the booty wo had acquired 

To arrange our futuro proceedmgs was by no means an easy 
matter, as it was necessary to get past Passim, where tho sahonkar 
had finends, and his cart and blocks might possibly be recogmsed 
in the town My father’s advice was to travel till dayhght, and 
then to withdraw to one side of the road as far from observation as 
possible ; to remain there as long as we could, and then to push on 
beyond Passim At this halt too there was to be a grand division of 
the spoil, at least as much of it as could be divided , and Hoosem’s 
party was to separate from us and pursue their road m the best way 
they could, m the direction which had been pomted out to them 
Accordmgly we agam started, and after passmg some villages 
halted about sunnse at some distance from the road, near a grove 
of trees, m which there was a well of water Pefore the men be- 
took themselves to cookmg their meal after the march, they were 
all assembled and the quantity of goor havmg been brought, the 
ceremony of the tupounee was performed as I have before described 
I was now entitled to a seat on the blanket with the other bhut- 
totes I was their equal ' The ceremony ended, I untied the knot 
of my handkerchief, as directed by my father, and takmg out the 
piece of silver, presented it with some rupees to mygooroo, touching 
his feet at the same time m reverence This was the last of my 
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oeremomes of initmtioiL I -mui a fahutiote, had Ibirfy lolled my 
and held myaelf to bo the equal of any of my ascocoatos. 

-Aitor thia my father and Hooaam Iron^t forth all the plunder 
•of our bto entarprua. It trafl magmfleont. There •vras a good 
quantity of gold and silver in money- but the pnnmpal vahia^los 
irere the jewels whidi the (tohonknr was tnlniig to Hyderalad for 
sale, and the cloths and hrocadea on the buUockB — they wero of 
the nohflrt desenphoru 

The diatiibution of these was a matter of great difilouHy and it 
TTsa impossible to satisfy every one besides, the pearls and <H*- 
m o n dfl would have lost a great deal of thcor ralue by bemg divided 
among the men So it wus agreed to share the wady money cooking 
utensus, and other effects of the sahoukar also the least vnluabto 
doth^ into two oqnd portionj os nearly as possTUe, lu proportion to 
the number of men each band that my fatheor was to hsvo 
charge of the jewels, which he was to sell at Hydembod to the bt^ 
advantage, as also of the moet vnlaable doths and that the pro- 
-oeeda of theae -were not to be divided until wo agmn woohed our 
place of rendeatvons. 

The division of the ready money upwards of throe thonsand fivo 
hundred rupees, gave to each man a oossidorohle sum, enonghutany 
rate to g nppurt him for some fame, the more especially as tharo 
•of the form® boofy was not noirly crpeaded for erary man lived 
as frugally as ponablo, and all toemed xutont upon vying with coch 
■other as to who should hare the hugest sharo at tho gccc^ division. 
Nay many even denied themsdves the meanest luxuries, and it was 
not unooimnon to see a man cahng bis cukes -without gbco, or any 
-tbing but puro -water 

BEndnnath, boworar ouo of the most ikiiral of tbo band, was 
a complete cioeption to what I have said. Ho ttus a short, stout, 
active fellow a man who asptwd to bo a jemndar and with somo 
reasDiL. I have mentioned him before as tbo bearer of tho sacred 
piokaxD. Ho vms one of tho most ontcrpnsing among us, cad had 
oondnetod smaD expeditions, in whidi ho bM acqmlled himself 
much to tho satislaotion of thoso who had entrusted him -with 


It -wus curious to SCO that man cot. Ho coniumod ev er y day that 
ho could get it, two seers of flour made into cokes, o quarter of a 
seer of gheo (clarifiod butter) and a largo pot of milk containing 
■upwards of a seer It seemed impossiblo that ono man coukl dmol 
ish tho pHo of cokes when ho had baked them, and fairly sat down 
to cat tkim but ono by ono they disappeared, accompanied ly 
such dmaghtJ of water ns would olono Jmro filled any ordinaiy per 
son. Towards tbo ood of tbo pUo, however it was easy to rco that 
his jaws could hardly perform thdr office and it wm slmoat pab>* 
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ful to bcliold tlic distension of Lis storaacL Ho ivould stictcL Liru- 
selt first on one side, ilicn on the other , get up and stroke down 
the mass collected, appaicntly fiom his thioat downwards, and 
again essay to finish wliat icmaincd, and aflci many attempts ho 
■s\ ould sometimes succeed 

Often have I seen tw o or more a illago dogs sit opposite to him, 
duimg the consumption of the mountain of cakes, loolang wistfully 
at it, in the hope that a portion of each as he ate it might bo thiown 
to them, watching and envying cvciy mouthful as it passed into the 
apparently insatiable maiv , but in vain ' Sometimes Bhudiinath 
Avould divide the last two oi thiec cakes betw’cen them, when every 
means of eating more had been tiied and had failed, but it was 
oftener that desue of eating predominated Ho ivould appear on 
the pomt of giatifying the dogs’ cxpcclatioiis, — nay, would oven 
bieak a piece ofi and hold it in his hand ns if offering it, the dog 
would move towards him, but the coveted morsel disappeaicd as 
the rest had done, and ho avould return to his expectant station, to 
resume a watch which too often ended m disappointment 

We often jeered him on his enormous consumption of food , but 
he used to declare that nothmg undci the daily allowance I have 
mentioned could satisfy him, or enable him to perform his duty 
Our encampment broke up towards evening Fiucnds were 
seen embraemg each other, and wishmg mutual success , at 
length they aU departed Wo watched them over the brow of an 
eminence not far off, and then started ourselves 

Leavmg the beaten load to Bassim, we struck off into one to the 
left, and as it promised to lead to some large town we followed it, as 
well to avoid discoveiy as to court new adventures By the hght 
of a bright moon wo travelled most of the night, passmg through 
a dreary country, in many parts coveicd with jungle, and never 
entermg a village save to ask the load, or to get fire to hght our 
hookas Indeed we were often icpulsed m this There appeared 
to be a general diead of robbers, and the walls and gates were 
usually maimed by armed men, on the intimation of our approach 
bemg given by the dogs as we passed , but no questions were asked 
us, as to who we were or wheie we were going, although perhaps CJir 
numbers might have excited suspicion 

In this manner, and without knowing where the road we had 
taken would lead ns, we travelled for some days , and as wo had 
purposely avoided the pnncipal roads, it was not to be expected that 
we should meet With anythmg m the way of adventure, or with any 
travellers whom we could entice into our society At last we came 
upon a broader road than that on which we had been travelhng , 
and as we had left every danger from our late deed far behind 
us, we determmed to follow it, m the hope that it would lead ns 
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towards Hyderabad, or Bomo largo yfllftge m. its direcbcm, frcm> 
TTbenoe we ccndd get zipon a woQ travelled rood and carar cm 
onr Tocation- As it waa, vro bad gamed a respectable booty oven 
for a whole seoaon bnt ecarcely two montba had pa«od, and wo 
ocrald not afford to go on ao far oa Hyderabad m maotivity 

The road led na on for aomo honra, t31 lai^ mango grovee, with 
here and there the white top of a Hindoo temple pooping otot th^ 
gave nflintomataan thatweworeimmtBiolungapLiooof oonwHjuenco 
It turned ant to be the town of Ooinetkh6r a wealthT placo enr 
ronnded with mcatlnmnant cnlfavation of wheat nnd other descrip- 
tions of gram. 

“ It wfll be onr own fanlt, said my father if we find not somo 
game here, Hanrig encamped on tto othor side of the town, tho 
Boihaees must carefnlly pa«s through the boxara, and this evening 
bring ns booty enongh to rcoompenso ns for slaying here. 

The dn^ of a sotha was one which I had also to Wm ifen 
were oven more prond of excelling m it, then m that of a bhuttoto 
for it reqnrrod tho greatest tnot and powers of dissim^txon abHity 
to support charactera and dugmse*, a smooth toffphb and polito 
demesanonr BhndnnMh was oiio wbo muted all in an ominont 
degree he was a short, eU ro t , ootive man as I hare mentioned, but 
ex&emely handsome, and with a mo«t winning manner It was his 
oonstant Doast that he never marked out a notim whom ho did not 
strangle with his ownhanda. 

TTe passed throtigh tho town, describing outscItcs as morobanU 
from Hindewtan j and os the bales of oJoth when stopped by tho 
ooDectar of tolls were readily shown by my Intbor and tho dnty 
demanded on thorn, choorfully paid, our assortion iraa credited wo 
were civilly treated by tho aothonties, and shown an caccUont picco 
of ground for our cncampniont. 

‘Kow dross yonrseU in yonr best clothes, said Dhudnnath 
‘ and como with mo into tho town. Hcmcmlxir yonr father la a 
merchant, you are a jemadar oancmanding his escort, I am a hhnliv- 
admeo (rrapectablo porten) belonging to you, IVo will taho with nn 
Peer who afthongn a Icgna m an excellent sotha, and a re- 

spectaUo fellow when bo is droiscd and armed and it is bard if 
wo do not pick np somebody ” 

' Our mau was soon cooked and coten and aflcr cnrcfnlly atUnag 

onraelTCSwesetofflnlothotowntoscekforadrcntnrcs, Itastoar.hc<l 
mo to SCO tbo indinbrcDCO witb which tho praotivd hand< proceeded 
coniidcnng tho object they had in vicwj for to me there wan 
jnneh excitement in this, ns in what I liad already learned sort 
•practised- I wnfess onr oppeanneo was rcmariable 1 was very 
noticoahlo from my dress ami onns, which were of tho nchest dr 
scnptioD consistent with tho oppcoranco I had ossumed. 3Iy fic^ 
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then ranch fairer than it is now, sahib, with a mnstachio already 
well formed, and a fignre which, though perhaps somewhat slender, 
gave promise of future strength and power Contrasted with my 
compamons, I felt I was superior to them in appearance , and a 
little p ardonable vamty g av e ine an air and swagger which were not 
unHtting the mihtary profession iTiad set up 

We entered the town, and betook ourselves to the chowree 
where the kotwal and some respectable persons were sitting, sur- 
rounded by a few armed men as is usual As we passed by them 
we were invited to enter, and received with great politeness I was 
placed m the seat of honour by Bhudrmath, who took his station at 
some distance A desultory conveisation began My father’s name 
was asked, where he was gomg, and what he had brought for trade, 
who we were, and m short the general object of our journey by, as 
they told us, an unfrequented road, at least from Hindostan The 
tone m which this question was asked seemed to me so suspicious, 
that I thought for an instant we were suspected, and I was endea- 
vourmg to frame a reply, when Bhudrmath stopped me 

“I represent,” said he, addressmg the man who had asked the 
question, “that we were set astray at that abode of unsamted 
people, ITagpoor. Either with a view to deceive us, or (Grod knows 
it may be so, I have heard of such thmgs) perhaps of robbmg us, 
persons from whom we asked information, told us the best and most 
frequented road was by this place , and truly the town you have the 
fortune to dwell m is a place of great beauty and fertihty, and is 
evidently m the hands of a most wise governor, and one who protects 
his people How, Jemadar ^ahib, have I not said truly ?” 

“ Indeed,” said I, “you have, and the kmdness we have as yet met 
with shows that the servants of - the governor are worthy of their 
master Truly it is not to be wondered at if the town is piosperous 
and beautiful in such hands , and such is the m ellifluous 'speech of 
the kotwal, that we are impressed with the greafest opuuon of the 
discernment of the exalted person who has selected him ” 

“May your condescension never dimimsh,” said the kotwal, 
“ your slave is not worthy of these encomjnms, he is less than the 
least If my lord could but see the mspenser of benefits under 
whose beams he hves, he would mdeed say that the court of Hydera- 
bad IS worthy of bemg compared with any m Blndostan, as havmg 
formed such a pattern of excellence ” 

“Well,” said I, “ -sve shall only be too glad to lay our nuzzurs at 
the feet of this patron of yours , and. no doubt we shall see in him a 
pattern of noblemen, a specimen of what we may expect to see at the 
capital of the Dukhun When may we hope to be admitted to the 
piesence ?” 

“ In the evening, after prayers,” replied our acquamtance , “ it is 

F 



0027FSS8IOKB OP A TMUQ 


tlienihatjtuticeiB dispensed to these poor nnholieTing euiarator*, 
and the durbar as enlivened hy the presonce and Lmvenlj nrnaio of a 
set of d flnmng -manen, Tdiam my lord has brought -mth him from 
the city 

We vrill oome,” said I “ and I pray you to grve your lord notice 
that Tve have accepted your invitatian to visit him nay that we are 
dearrons of paying onr respects to hmn” 

As I flni A^ Bpeaiang an elderly man of decent appearance had 
ontared the chowreo j ho was a Hiodoo, and loolnd like a morchanL 
He demanded, in rather a peremj»tory tone, a place to rest in, do- 
daring that if ho did not get it immediately be wtrald go and com 
phun to the ruler of tho town. 

The spmt of tho old bahral Beamed to be roused by tho Trinn ■ 
behaviour and he declared in round tenm that he Tvould not giro 
a foot of ground, or on empty shop, mthout he was civilly astoi 

“Lool:you,gentloman," aaidhotons “I ask yon to deodo between 
us, I swear l^the Prophet I caro no more than a snap of my fingers 
for I haW seen twenty tlionsand bettor and if he goes to 
complain, why let him go — he will bo dnvm from the preseneo witli 
stnpea Poople like him ocme m hondrods eve ry day and who con 
trouble thamselvee m locking after them ? 

^ You and your master may be the portion of tho devil, said tho 
old merchant “ever nnee I have centored tho tcantonca of tlio 
Hisun I have been treated m this manner Bot it is only what I 
have heard before. Not a ni^t have I possed withoat an ahrm of 
thiiams and God knows, if I nad any protection, I would ruthtsp lio 
outsidejimr wretched wills than in tho icnana of your amil him 
Belt Tour bunneos arc rascals I am offijod gram at nearly douhlo 
the pneo I paid yoaterday I am rofosed sholtor at night InQods 
•naynw, what am I to do r Qenticmon, cnod ho to ns, what am I 
to doP 

Bbndnnalh answered, os I was going to speak, and to my aston 
ishment angrily — 

“"What would you have, 0 discontented man I I suppose some place 
has been oflered to you, and you havo thought It not good cnonghj 
yon dnink with opium P or has hunger nflcr your joumer 
spoilt your temper P Go, betake jouraclf to tho hniaat bo tbankfol 
fW jau am got any place and, if no ono will shelter you, ha In 
the street j bothink ycrarself that many a better man has dona so 

**Tho^^ stood aghast ho looked first at ns, then at the kotwol 
nnd Ins men. wlulo dprcesioni of dehght at his dlvomCtoro nm 
through tho kotwmls party "WcU said 1" ‘^Proper 
“He OTcht to bo tumedout of tho vflbge "Ac. At last, witioat 
saying o-wo^ ho threw down his turban and ren out, MIottips 
loud 03 ho could. 
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We all burst into a lieaity fit of langbtei “ TJiat is a queer fellow,” 
said I to the kotwal , “ I doubt not you bave often snob to plague 
you But send foi biru back, we will make bun asbamed of bimself, 
and I will beg you give bim a place to stay m ” 

“ As you will,” replied be , “ but for your intercession I should not 
bave troubled myself about bim Many sucb bave I to deal with 
One day a fellow comes swearing be is cheated by every one , 
another, that be can get notbmg to eat, when perhaps both are too 
stingy to buy , another that be has no shelter, when be will not pay 
the tiifle demanded by the bunnea for the use of bis shop Again, 
a third must bave every debcacy to be found m a city, and be is 
furious because be cannot get them , when, if they were all before 
bun, be could not afford to buy one In short, sirs, there is no end 
to the fancies, foolishnesses, and I may say iyranny of travellers, and 
who think me, I suppose, to possess superhuman power, and to bave 
3ms (genu) at my command, to brmg them whatever their foobsh 
ideas may desire ” 

“ Ton bave mdeed no easy utuation, and to please every one is 
impossible,” said I “ But here comes the merchant , ” and be 
entered 

“ Take up your turban, good fellow,” said the kotwal, “and do 
not bo angry , you are no child to be quarrelbng with decent people , 
bave you nevei travelled before, that you should be angry and throw 
dust on our beards m this manner ? In God’s name take up your 
turban , and do some one of you go and see that the good man gets 
a place for himself ” 

The man looked irresolute for an instant, then took up the tuiban 
and walked sulkdy out, accompamed by the person desired to attend 
bun Bhudrmath gave me a sign, and we took our leave We had 
scarcely got out, when he said, “ That man is ours , now see how I 
will manage bun I dare say he has but few persons with him, and 
he will be easily disposed of ” 

We kept oui eye on bim and his attendant, and watched him take 
possession of a shed of wretched appearance, with many symptoms 
of dissatisfaction We loitered purposely, till we saw that he was 
alone, and then went up to him 

“Ram' Ram* Sethjee,” said Bhudrmath, addressmg bun, “what 
a place is this they have put you into after all, not fit for hogs to he 
in ! That rascally kotwal, for all his smooth tongue, is an airant 
knave I wairant, and I have heard,’ contmued he, lowermg his 
voice, “that he has m his employ a number of thieves, whose business 
it IS to cut away travellers’ saddle-bags from under their heads at 
fught, and when the poor man goes to complain m the mommg he 
is beaten out of the village. Bid we not hear so, Jemadar Sahib ? ” 

“ Tes, indeed,” said I, “ don’t you remember the man who met 
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■08 at the village some coes from tha, and Tramed os of the thiovee 
of Oomerthfir and said he had been robbed of eT arjl biDg he pos- 
aessed, and then dnvon oat with scarcely a rog to cover&m P It 
Tvas then that I detormined to encamp ootside, Tvhere -n-o might haTo 
onr own sentinels, and 'where, if we -were robbed, it woold bo onr 
own fa'olt.” 

“ God help me ! I am a lost man I cned the merchant, ”I 
know not what to do ” and he beat hm head with his clenched 
hani In those be^ is all I nm "woTth in the world I fled from 
Snrat to saTO myself from oppresaion, and it appears that tho farther 
I fly the worse ‘osage I me^ It ■was cmly two nights ago, — after 
watching till mj eyes nearly started from my head from ■want of 
sleep and not being able to sit longer I lay down and my eyes closed 
— that on attempt was made to cot my bort from nndor me os 
I woke the thierm snatched away two oi my cookmg ntonsila and 
the cloth I had about me What oonld I doP I mn after 
them, some fellow would have been off ■with my hags so I sat still, 
and screamed for help The viUogers were soon esBomhlcd about 
me, and when I told thwrn what bad bapponod a viDsin who called 
himiffllf the patal, abused zoo for defammg his vill&ge and I wm 
achtoSy throst without the gates^ and left to pnrsuo my way in ihn 
dark, m momentary dread that I should be pursued, and porliaps 
robb^ end murdered. Ob myimhappv fotol enrf be whnb 
win it lead me to ! Fool that I was to learo my own eonntiy to 
became the sport of unhiessod bmtes:, such as I hare zoct m tba wild 
country 1 

“Well, said Bhndnnath m a compassionate tone you havo been 
■oBod ver y 31, and yon ought to go and complain to tho haldm here; 
report says ho is a just Tnnp, although ihoso ^yidor him may bo 
thieves and rascals.” 

‘ No, no, no 1 ” cned tho man go and complain ! and bo fleeced 
of my last rupee ’ Tho great man would require a nnimr and 
oTury dependent -would ask for one did I daro to refuse my situo- 
tiou -wodd bo worse ♦knn it IS now h»o, no 1 I have not boon rob. 
bed as yet, and plcnso God, if I could only got out of this town, I 
would ott^ myself to some jairty of respectable persons going Uh* 
samo road.” 

Bbndnnath turned to mo nod took mo a few jncos aside ‘ The 
bait bus taken,” said ho our net is now round him ton ran t 
draw it 

“ By in-nting him to our encampment I will proporo it and yon 
Bhnfr ^tend to dWreo at first and then, aner aomo pcffuaiiOQ 
consent Do you understand P” 

« I do , and we turned back. 
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Bliiidrmatli again addressed liim, while I turned away “ Seth- 
jee,” said he, “ yon aie a man in imsfortnne, and if we don’t help 
yon out of this place you will assuiedly be lobbed of everything yon 
possess Ton must come and put up in our encampment , that is to 
say, if the Jemadar Sahib will permit it, but the tiuth is, we are 
very caieful, and allow no one to appioach. it, as we are escorting a 
merchant ftom Benares to Hyderabad, who has a large amount of 
goods with him ” 

‘‘Bor God’s sake ’ for the sake of your father and mother cned 
the poor wretch, “ for the sake of your children, mtercede for me ' 
do not suffer me to be robbed and murdered here ' Ai ' Jemadar 
Sahib,” he said to me, catching me by my dress, “you are my father 
and my mother , a word from you, and I am safe, and my poor 
merchandise will reach its destination God knows, if anything 
happens to me on the road, my house wiU be made desolate, my em- 
ployers will seize my i\Tfe and children Jemadar, you can protect 
me from this, you can save my life from these fears, which make 
me most wretched, and are consuming my soul ' ” 

“ Thooh ' good man,” cried I, spitting on the ground, “ do not be 
so abject Inshalla ' I am able by God’s favour to afford protection 
to one who is a prmce among merchants, and you are too poor to 
think of La His name follow us, and we will take care of you , we 
are gomg to Hyderabad ourselves, and you can remam among the 
servants , do you, Peer Khan, brmg this man out to us ” 

Peer Khan remained, and we returned to our camp On the way 
we determined that he should die before evenmg, or when it should 
become dusk, and we would then go mto the town and visit the 
evenmg durbar of the hakim 

In a short time we beheld the merchant and Peer Khan, with 
another man, diivmg two pomes apparently heavily laden towards 
our camp 

“ Come, this is more than I hoped for,” said my father, “ there 
aie two of them , and two pomes well laden must afford something 
worth takmg , we cannot expect this to be as profitable work as the 
last, but much may come out of it ” 

The men approached, and the merchant was piesented to my father 
“ To your kmdness,” he said to me, “ I owe all I possess, and if 
these poor bags might but be allowed to remain along with the rest 
of the merchandise you are piotectmg, it would mcrease the favour 
aud they would be safe ” 

“Smely,” I lephed, “you can unload your beasts, and there is 
the pile of goods, you can put your bags on the top of it ” 

It was curious to see the behaviour of the men of the band , they 
appeared to have an mstmctive knowledge of the purpose for which 
the men had been brought mto* the encampment They did not 
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ennce the smallaet savngeneis ofdfimBDocmr u perhaps might hora 
been expected on the contrary enrry one -mis most cmJ and at 
tentrye to the BtrangerB one offered to mb doira the pome*, on 
other to make a place for cwximg a third to brtng gmas from the 
toTTn, or anjthmg they might Taqaire for their meal In a ahort 
time Tre obeerved the appeamne© of caro and anxioty on the Ihco of 
the merchant to giVe place to a Qheerfnl erpresnon^ and long boTorr 
evening both the men irere among a knot of the Thnga, hstomng to 
them stones, and ibemselrvs rolaimg their adventures. Inttle did 
the/ think Trhnt preparafaona vrer© TnftV^ng ’ and that m a feir short 
honrs they Tvonld. oease to bo oonntod vnth the hving 
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MeahtthiU! a ooiumltatian sms held os nsrud at n^ father 0 tent, 
and the different ports wero assigned to ns. Tho otuco of hbnttofo 
fell to me, and the merchant ^vas delivered (o my hands I notr 
expenenoed none of tho hesitation ivhioh had tormcr}/ tronblcd my 
mmd I only lon^d for ejects to excroMo ras^clf on, to perfect my 
hand m the peenhor knack it required. I had boforo me tho cxnmpin 
of those I most looked np to, and to equal or excel them vraa my 
sole ombiticn. I "was dotcrmincd to excel, and tho oxoitomcnt of 
the wholo B^ T item prored a pcnrerfol stimDlas In this matter too I 
bftd acted a prominent port as a sotba and I began to pndo mr 
self on my mg en n rty in Becondmg as I had done, one so completely 
an adept as Bhudnnath. 

Wo ogroed to pat tho men to death immediately after evening 


prayer 

Wo bftd in onr camp a boy aboat twelve year* old, tho son of one 
of the ThucB, who «ang very bconUfolly and ha father used to sc 
company Hm on tho aonngeo. It wm^ our cortom of an orcnlng 
after^ynrs to send for tho youth and bo ontertaincd by his song<i 
and ho aang eo well, that ho often collected a considemwo Bwn &em 
among ns. On this occasion bo was called and when ho had began, 
a mcBsago was sent to the merchant to como and partake of oar 
ontertalnmcint. Ho came and his servant alw} tho laltor wa^a 
fino stont wbiikrrod and mnatnchiocd and from tho dmlfo I"* 
Bpoke I condnded him to bo a rajpoot of Jlcywnr whewo inhabit 
uSts oro a noblo race and brovo to o degree I eyed him as ho 
ilftim in ha 111800, with a half formed detcnnination (o chango toj 
merchant for ipm. Bhadmath had been allotted to him j end ai I 
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reflected on my omt powcis and Ins, I felt assmcd tlmt if he -was 
thought cqnal to it, I •was supeiioi to him, thongh I might not be 
considered so Another thought, and my determination ‘vias made, 
I proposed the exchange to Bhudiniath 

“ A^ yon please,” said ho in a ■nlnspei, “ but yonder is a tough 
fellow , these !Mcywarco inipoots aio actiic as panthcis, and to tell 
yon the truth I did not half like the idea of being allotted to him , 
but thcio is no help for it, and if I ncic to fail there are twenty 
others who would flmsh him But do you think yourself equal to 
him 


“ Xes, I do not fear hmi , I have, besides, a leputation to n in, and 
do not care running a little risk ” 

“As you ■ftill,” ho icplicd, “but you iiinst mention it to your 


father ” 


I did so The mci chant was too much absoibed in the boy’s 
song to attend to us, and llic servant was in ecstasies, as it was one 
of his oiim. country 

“Are yon able to do it ^ do not tiy else,” said my fathci , “the 
man is aimed, and has a dagger at his girdle, a swoid I do not 
fear, but daggeis are awkward thmgs, and you might bo wounded 
“And suppose I -was,” I leplicd, “do you thmk the fear of that 
deters mo? No, no , I have taken this on myself, and I will, with 
your permission, go tluough "with it ” 

“ A^ yon like, my son, 1 will not oppose you , you have a name to 
gam, and yon do well to run some iisk I •will observe yon nanow- 
ly, and bo ready to succour you should yon icquue it ” 

The usual phrase, “ Pan lao ” (brmg pan), was to be the signal , 
and as wo changed places, myself and Bhudiinath, I fancied the 
servant eyed ns with some suspicion , I thought I saw him loosen 
the dagger m his girdle , perhaps it was fancy, and yet he must 
have thought theie was danger He stood up and looked round at 
us , and as I contemplated Ins bra-wny form, naked from the waist, 
his chest covered with hair, and his muscular aims, I thought foi 
an mstant I had overrated my strength, but to recede would have 
been cowardly The only plan was to attack him standmg , I 
moved towards him, and cast a keen look on my father, by which I 
intended that he should give the signal as soon as I had taken my 
post, he understood me I had gamed my place, the man had lust 
■turned round -to look at me and -to get out of my way, and I was just 
telhng him not to move, as I was passmg on, when the signal was 
given 

Was it that I was a moment late, or that he had caught a glimpse 
of the fate of his master ? oi that m reality he suspected that all was 
not right, that he was m danger ? I know not , but as I threw the 
cloth around his neck, he drew his dagger to have loosed my hold 
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•wonld Imre been followed by instant deaib, be wcmld have plnnged 
it into me and be strogpled bo mncb that, m spite of my gmt 
strength, be almost BuxweSed in getting bis other bund betwetm bifl 
neot and the doth. Ail tbia happened in less tme than I take to 
my iL My danger ttsb imminent, bnt ns f ortim e would bavo it a 
Thug attempted to seise tbe band whicb bfl1<t tbe dagger this di 
verted bia at t e n ti on from me for an instant altbougb%df choked 
be m a d e an immenee effort, whioh nearly abook mo off and os be 
reached tbe nnfartanate man, ho plunged tbe ircnpon into bu 
heart 1 

Tbe man uttered a loud groan and fdl, and the blood spontod 
forth over na both but the action bad giren mo a frmb hdd, I 
truB able to use my kn ankles, and who could bre under tbo BtroBgili 
I put forth P Tbe rajpoot b dying itruggleB wore tremendoui, but 
I would not qmt my hold my Atoer rushed to me. 

Where is the cord P ” he oned he will not dio m this 
ncr where la tbe cord f puBs it about bis neck, and lot two of you 
pulL*’ 

No, no I I fanlairaed, “bom noorly flmsbed let mo alone, tbi 
wodc ifl my own, no one whall mtenerc. Fortunatoly baring 
tbrown tbe men on his tace, I was able to kuod on bis bou and be 
was soon post tbe abdity to nso bis dagger At bst tboro was onu 
ftrmy nljrum a tro nger than the pronoos ones, and bo lay BtOl — bo wns 
also dead-~my scoond viotim t 

1 arose, breaihloss and ezbausted and os I looked on tbo pro^ 
tmte corpse before me, I felt mdeed that tboro bad been danger — 
that I had escaped Urom a deadly stmgglD, and that my art bo<l 
tnumpbod otop strength- Almost boeino tbo body lay that of tJi« 
•mnn wbo bod oidcd me, who had rccc i red a desperate wound. All 
h*/} been so occupied with nwy that they bad orerJooked the poor 
■ufferorj ho was lying with bis fiico to tbe ground gronumg 

For God • said I, **ten him round, tbo wound is in bt^ 

stomach can nothing bo demo for bim ? 

Pnmrt of tbo men accordingly turned lum but it was plaia to scj 
there was no hope of bfo— -tbo blood poured m a stream both 
from tbo wound and ium bis mcotb Ho made sorciul attempts t 
speak, but m rum t he died almost in lantly While I wmscn^gr'l 
intbo stmgglo, I sevcTsJ times Cinacd that tbo rajpoots djggpr 
bud rcoclaia me, os I endeavoured to avoid it by bcrowing my bodr 
as far awny frwmHm ns possiWot but tho dCitcment was too greof 
for mo to fed the wound, if there was any Yet now on puttiog m% 
to my Bide I found, ly tbo Wood on my rarment that 1 n.^ 
wounded ! tbo blood too was ohwed hv my Cith^ 

“ Protection of God I ho is woimdcd I he cned. Jfy son, a 
son, did I not warn tbre ^ did Tnotl d threlK-wnreortliatnijpoot 
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ihou ■VN'tist no matcli for liim, niy son , and now thou art n onnded, 
md v,hat can bo done P” and my father sat don n, fanly ovei’powcred 
ith Ins emotions 

I felt that the wounds ncio hut scratches, and hastened to open 
my rest “ There,” said I, allowing the uonnds, “ I said ho would 
do me no haim , and what are these ? a thorn fiom a hedge would 
have caused a deeper and more painful one ” 

“ Shookur Khoda' ” cvclaimed my father, “you are not hurt 
after all ” (and the old man's eyes fairly ran ovci vith tears as he 
looked at the wounds) , “ hut I had feared the uoist after that hor- 
iid sight Ai, Mahomed ’ thou u ast a faithful sci vant ” 

The bodies of the mci chant and the luipoot weie mstantly 
stripped, and removed to the grave nhich had long befoie been pre- 
pared for them , it was made inside a small tent, where my father, 
myself, and some othois slept, and where it was secnie from obsei- 
vation I never was more stiuck with the despatch and ingenuity 
of the lughaes than on this occasion I had but delayed to have 
my slight wounds dicssed, and to bathe and cleanse myself from the 
blood I was covered writh, when I went to see the gi-ave, thinking 
to find it still open I was perfectly astomshed, — there was no sign 
of the earth having been disturbed, the place where the hole had 
been dug had been caiefoUy beaten down, plastered over with mud, 
and, but that it was wet, no one could have told that it had been 
touched by the hand of man My father’s slcepmg-caipetand mme 
were then laid over the place 

“hTow,” said I to Bhudrmath, “let us put on our best clothes and 
visitthe hakim "Wdl you come too, my father ? ” 

“ hlo, beta (no, my son), I have enough to do to keep all qmet 
here some one must remain , and you and Bhudrinath have de- 
served your amusement, so go and take it And here,” cned he to 
some of the Thugs, “ take your shields and swords, and accompany 
my sou , and see that you look hke soldiers, and not like Thugs, foi 
the night ” 

Six or eight were soon ready, dressed m clean clothes and armed , 
and by this time, the moon having risen, and it being the hour 
appomted by the kotwal for the evening durbar, we set off to the 
town 

Truly, dressed as we were m the handsomest clothes we could 
select, we looked not only soldiers but handsome fellows Each of 
us had given a knowmg cock to bis turban , and mme, of the richest 
gold tissue, passing several times under my chin, set off my face 
by givmg me a particularly martial appearance My arms were of 
the richest description a sword with a hilt inlaid with gold, its 
scabbard covered with crimson velvet, with a ferrule to it ot silver, 
of an open pattern, which covered nearly half of it In my girdle, 
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■whidi TTM a cash m ere shawl, were a peah tube, cr trufe, with sn 
agote handle, mind also -with gold, and a small jnmbeo, or Arab dag 
gar also highly ornamented with gold and silver I corned too a 
shield of ihmoqaiP s hide, tbs mannfactnre of Sylhet, and pointed 
and gUt in the beautiful manner of Hindostnn, the bosses being of 
sUver nchl^ chased and omamcntod. ITy diw vrns of tho finest 
mnshn, -which showed my shape thnnigh it to the greatest odvan 
tage and noh oloth-of gold trousers completed a dress at once oks- 
gant,nnd calculated not only to impress on obserrorwith my correct 
toste, but to oonvinoe hmi that I was a person, if not of rant, of 


Bhndnnsth and Peer Khan s oppeonuico was somothnig Icn 
showy than mine j bat they looked good and tree men, and mir se- 
conds to one of my pretormons. 

So wo set off to tho town, and passing tbs ^to went to tho 
kotwtd B ohoirree, where we hoped to moot with him, or with tomo 
one who would direct n* to tho dnrhar A* It happened, tho kotwal 
■was there and, relinquishing lus employment of oanng for travollont, 
he acoom ponied ns to mtrodaoo na. 

Vfo walked throngh some of tho streets, picking our way throagli 
tethered cattle and, all the obominatioia of a Mchratta town, and 
at last reochfrd a rospectsblo-looldng gateway around which a mus* 
ber of soldiers were gfrintlmg and lounging Oar fnend the kotwal 
passed ns through thwm and after travurnng two open coorti, wo 
reached tho plaoo whero the antortnfnmcnt and awmbly was going 
on. A fine-looking old irmn quostionod us os to who wo wore, to 
which tho kotwal repbod for us, that ire Troro jrsncciaWe persons 
deeirous of paying oar respects to tho Kuwab Sahib ; to which I 
added, that, having heard much of his greot name and hospitality 
■we oonsidcrod that it "would bo unpolito to pass through his town 
■without prtymg OUT oomphmcnts to him, aud becoming ocquaintcil 
with so osoc^ilc a person. 

“ Ton aro -welcome, said the old man “there is notlung pleases 
tho Knwob Sahib so much as to sco strangers, wberorer th^ mar 
come from ; and, InshoUa ! you will have no cauio to regret having 
this trouble. 

“ On the contrary I rophed, “ww cannot think it trouble bat an 
honour seldom alkwrod to sach poor persons ns wo are Hat pray 
hod us to t!^ presenee. 

Wo ascended a few stops into tho hall, wlicto sat the nnwab, tur 
rounded by a number of persona Before him wtro a groan of dan 
(inff women, displaying tW charms, and eotnincing thrfi- hrsrers 
widi songs of PeraU and of Hindo^tan. Onr cotulnctorlndens wait 
for a rooMt j and going up to tho nnwoU said a few words to 
him, intimating our djiItoL 
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“ Klnniooslv ’’ (mU'uco') riir=; iho nm\nb, nnd iL "wns lopcitcd 
by T doren Anici'*^. “ lot iljo stin’iir* o-, bp ndimlfod ’ 

Wo •^loro u^borod on. louiu'^oui hlu'O'; iit tbo c(l"0 of (bo pin (i 
nbiio cloth 11111011 ‘>pioid o\ri tbo paibof the loom i\lncb led 
to the iniM'nb’-i mn':nud On ooeni" ns bo iii'nlo u ]iobto sabdn- 
tion nnd I si^ppp,] foi\i'’nd. nnd rn\ elopnifr the hill of my snoid 
in on cmlnouhioil '-ouf 1 hut tin own lopi^ol^' about my shouldcis, 
I jiro'^cntod it a nn vui 

‘ Knbnol bom,” sod the old pontlomnn pbicni" his hands upon 
it, “it IS accepted, Fit down near ns Insb'illa ' wc aic much 
pleaded with vonv appomneo, and bid you heartily welcome to 
this oui poor (hub n ” 

To be polite I resisted this civility, ^notcstiin' lhaf I was by fui 
too humble an individual to allow invself so much honour, but he 
w IS not, to bo domed, and according^ 1 seated nijsclC m the most, 
lespcctful attitude, with iny heels under mo , nnd placing my swoid 
and shield bofoie nus in (he best mniiner to display their beauty, I 
turned totbonnwab i. ho seemed to bo contomplaling my appeal - 
ance 

“ I'^Insballa ' ’ s^id be to me, “tbon art a bravc-loolcing young 
follow Xow tell me who tlion ait, and who these icspcctablc per- 
sons are that acconijinny you 

“ I beg to represent iii your service,” I replied, joining my hands, 
“that I am nothing hut a poox soldier, a syud by birth I have .i 
few men with me, loi whom and myself I am going to Ilydciabad 
to seek service I am come from llindostan , my father, who is at, 
our camp, is a mci chant going to tbo city wath merchandise 
These persons,” I continued, pomtingto Bhudiinath and Peer Kliaii, 
“ aro two of my associates , and being superior to tho rest, I hai e 
ventured to bring them to present tboir nnvzms to tbo presence ” 

“By all means, Mccr Saliib, wo dcbglit to sco good and stout- 
lookmg fellows Any one such is a pcail in tho eyo of an. old 
soldier liko myself lict them bo brought forward,” said ho to an 
attendant , and both advancing mado tho requisite salutations, and 
presented tho hilts of thou* swords ns I had done 

Tho ceremonies of intiodnction being concluded, tbo musicians 
and dancing women were desired to recommence, and I bad a 
moment’s leisure to survey tbc apaitment and the scene before 
me 

The apartment opened through tlucc large wooden arches, into 
the courtyard which we had crossed , and between them were linug' 
large pnrdabs or curtains of English scarlet cloth, w'hich could be 
let dowm as occasion required The loom was lofty, and behind 
wheie we sat the walls were ornamented with stncco-woik m lachi 
designs Above, on one side, was a small gallery thickly screened, 
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from Tvlience tho uunatefl of tlio lenima could observe aD thnt -vnij 
paramg below vnthoTit bemc seen Boforo tin the ditnr»^ g girli 
irero moving with their peooliQr floating motion, and smgmg wMlo 
they expressed, the araoroua words of then* song by thoir gettnret. 
Another set were sittmg down their gido, wnitiitg for their turn 
"to be called, and both were splendidly dressed and coyorod with 
jewels. 

NnWab Hooaam Tar Jong Bnhadoor a fine-looking wny old 
soldier polite and conrtly m hia mnTinfT was a good specimen of 
the noblemen of the Dn ch n n thoogh perhaps not so offeimnately 
polished as thoae of Debit, ho was ono wnnso appcaranco com 
manded respect and hia hnght keen eye, and the seam of a woimd 
on Ins right cheek, showed that he hiui seen bottlo-flolds and was 
ihimliar with war JTi* dress was of phun Dacca moslm bat a 
string of lorm pearls roand his neok, winch he nsod as a rosaiy and 
the b^ntifm sword lying beforo him on tho carpet, would provo 
to the most casual obeeiv^ that ho was a man of nmL nnd conso- 
^enise. 

He observed me looking round, and addressed me thus ■ — 

We are m a poor place here, my fnend bat what con be dono P 
'Tho daty of the OorenimeDt must be performed, oikI we cannot 
car^ our house abont with ns. Howomr we have made tbo plaeo 
as docent as it oould be, oonndcnng wo aio in tho jungle and 
tho fdTOur of the prophet, wo have brought bright oyts and swoot 
Tcsoee with ns, »o that wo do sot leek omnsemont Say what 
thmirest thou of our selection P Tender is Zom, sitting down 
second to few m Hydorahad cither for beauty of person or sweetness 
of voice tho other now singing is one wo pKneed up on tho way 
Jiither but, Tn ehalla 1 m a short tnno sho wul bo fit company for 
the other and wu shall take her to tho oily with ns, to Mtoman our 
acquaintances. 

Tho diiTi o tn g girl Zorn, hconng her nomo mentioned, tamed 
round and loolmd towards me I itus instantly dimled by her 
bcanty phn was not so fair as somo of her profession I Iiad before 
hccn j bnt if she was not so Cur her foolares vrero small and regular j 
jind her large ante! oTX>-liko ores, when turned fall on me seemed 
to piorco mo thrOTgh. It was not a quick glance, bnt ono that was 
Axed slowly upon mo, and was not withdrawn. I was llien young 
and modest and I was fairly abashed- 6ho observed it and turned 
xonniond smfled to ono of her companions. 

Come, said tho nuwab, smiling you arc not to steal llie lienrts 
of my tuwaiik Ton an> a dangcroos-looldng follow} and that 
handsome faco of youm will do much mischief if I mistake not TrlJ 
mo tho newt from Hindostan report speaks of war In that quarter 
jiud that tho ilalirattas and riodnrccs on orming 
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‘Why,'’ I rc])hcil, ‘Mhiu- nn* nuh icjiniis Wo bond ill'll 
thci-e V. 1“' *=01 vice lo he qnl cuhoi am(1i .Siiulci or Ilolkin, niul ilinl 
ihev nml ihc rennulu cs ^\onld voin h - ni a\’ii , Imt wo ])iofoiied 
fyMnir onr forimu' iti ihe Dnkhun — f<ti wo hcnid llie jny oilcicd by 
both wn^ ^I‘n' '-m dl to ‘^<ddjtnN ninunl 'i*- wc 'uc. ni they plnce 
tbw pniicipTldopemb'wci' on the irci»]is\iwdci the rnneese goncmls, 
by whom nlonc the t’mrrcr uc to be opiin‘>cd ” 

“ A\ ’ ‘^'vid the old luiw.ib "tlu Imim^ef fan ln:tliiinf' me parsing 
Mwaj, nnd the nr.eiuions of Ln,<)pc»ns ari' fist supplnnting ilic 
brnciy of the men of Hind Godl now', wlure if will end’ 
at. H^dolaK^d ihe roniiirlKc-' ln\e got ciuh n hold of iho ])lice, 
that God know', wilt till i they will (\(i be thneii out And ihoy 
tiam the misinble kafiis of Ttlniirum io tight in i inks mul pei- 
forin o\oluhons which m-o t' lily womb 1 fid , but the iiowei of Alhi 
IS pToat and they ate m ri\oui w'th him ’ 

“One comfort, howe\ct,” sud I, “ is that, the I'l'nnccie and Un- 
gicz 'UC at bitter enmity, and if theie m a light, one oi other, by 
the bleisnig of God, must be be ileii 'J'hcn will bo tho tunc foi 
true bchet on to rouse thomsehc-', ind fiec their count i y fiom the 
}okc of both " 

“You f ilk like a young, hot-blooded boy thii cannot bo We 
of Ifydcnbad ai-c too much beholden to tho Ungicr ]'’cringhccs foi 
fleeing ns from the dcm.iiuls of the ]trnhraltas and the oppicssiou 
of Hyder Ah mul Tijipoo, to quancl with them, and aflei all T 
question whcthci we could do much against them Tippoo fell, and 
he had the adi ice of the Fraiiccsc in building his foil God pi elect 
me ’ it was only a mud w ill befoio the Ungicj: ” 

“Yon saw it tlieii^’’ I inquired 

“Yes, indeed,” said ho kindling, “I saw' the whole, and if you 
had also, you would have wondeicd to see tho ‘soger’ battalions 
scrambhng up the breach like cats, licadcd by tlicir ofTiccis, in the 
face ofa&e of guns and matchlocks which ivould lino scatteied 
the people vjc call sipahccs like chatT Truly they aio something 
like men , and if we of India had fought liko thorn, would they 
have possessed one foot of giound ? Inslulla ’ they would not, but 
it IS no use regretting And now Sikundnr J ah has made a treaty 
wnth the TJngiez, and sits in his zenana like a onnueb, leaving 
them to take care of him and Ins conntiy ” 

“Then yon think,” said I, “that I have no chance of service at 
the city 

“ By no means,” said he , “ you arc, I think, pretty sure of it 
There are plenty of openings for a fine young follow like you, and 
your appeai’ance will take with some of those who command troops. 
I n sh a lla ’ you might have had it here, hut my hst is full , and you 
aie not hkcly to separate fiom your men ?” 
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“No said I, ‘ that I could not the poor fellom mrald ftnrro 
m ft etrnn^ land and having coUoctod them, I mutt perform mj 
promiee of iatmg them to the mty ” 

Norr you must B©e my pnde, Zora, dance, stud tho nuwab. 
^ In ah alia I your heart must be hard if she does not mfiViii it ache, 
ns she has dono that of many & one. 

The group ttIio had hithorto been were desired to bo 

seated, and Zora prepared to stand up. The boHs for her ankles 
■were brought, and she tied them on. feio mucemns to occomponT 
her tuned their matrnments, and after a short prelude she stoodup 
If I had been Btruolc with hor appearance cttaig hour much more 
splendid ttbs it now 1 She •wua not tall, but exquisitely formed, as 
far as oonld be judged fitrm her peenhar dress, irhich ttos so loose 
from Tmderr her arms os completofy to hide her form to hor suklcs 
but it ■was of the nohest description. 

It Traa m&de of a dark IQao-oolouied ^nso, m bonds oltomatolT 
■mth gold tUBrue the bottom tnmmed ^nth pold tissuo vo iy brood, 
as inx as her knees, upon which there was nch cmbroidoiy m gold 
thread and seed pearls Around her sho had thrown with oxtremo 
grace a scarf of the Lghtoet muslm and silver of the some colour 
os her drees so thm was it, that as she moved, it soomod almost 
io float away from her in tho air caused by her mobou. The colour 
of the soarf round her head in oontrust with her eomplcmon, mado 
it appear much &irar than it really was, and her largo soft oycsstdl 
more brilliant and swimmiog 

The mnsiaanj began their usual prclado, and with It one of Zora s 
companions, a pretty girl, the slow movements of the dance. Ailcr 
ft few turns she resumed her place, and Zora hcrfclf like tho fall 
I P non fnnwrg ing from ft doud, Miled towsrds us with ft slow and 
graceful motion. How shall I describo to you, sahib, her exquuito 
movements I Every turn displayed ber form to greater advantage 
and I guxed till my sool was Curly ontiunced But how much more 
was I affected when sho began to suigl Having perfonnod tho 
dance, both ^e slow and quick, sho censed} and after a preludo by 
ono of the musicianj bdund her oho broke out into on irapossfoacd 
ghttiul 

It was one I was very fond of mrsdl. I listened tiHI coaid haro 
frTIpn at her foet, and worshipped her os a pen from heaven, ify 
soul was so intoxicated with tho blckscd soundi I heard, that I was 
inaensiblo to all around me 

She at length ccawd and tho nnwob, who had been obicmDg 
mo nttcntiv^ asked mo what I thought of tho songHress and her 


wonderful a it,” I replied “ my liver has become wstrr 
before her fosdnatbns. It is fortunatofor mo that Ism not to Ure 
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Avitlnn tlicir mflneBce, or I were lost for ever I cotild forego fame 
and my profession to lie at lier feet and dream away my existence ” 
“You talk like a foolisli boy,” said tbe nuwab, and must not give 
way to sucb. fancies , many a man has been rmned for ever by them 
Persons bke bei aie greedy and insatiable of money, as we aie told 
of tbe sea, wbicb swallows up everything that is cast mto it, with- 
out showmg a sign on its smface beyond that of the transient 
iipple ” 

“ Cannot they love ? ” I asked , “are they so utterly mercenary*'^” 
“ Utterly Alas ' young man, I have known and felt it , but let 
us change the entertoinment , I have some raie bhyroopeas with 
me, who arrived from Hindostin the other day I have but heaid 
them once, and my sides ached with laughter You, no doubt, aie 
well acquamted with then style , yet it is somewhat new to me 
they shall be produced ” 

“ May yonr condescension mcrease, nuwab,” said I , “ truly your 
favour IS gieat on your poor servant, and of which he is utterly un- 
worthy Nevertheless, he will not fail to make known the fair 
name and hospitality of Hoosem Yar Jung Buhadoor wherever his 
fate may lead him, which is the only return he can make for it ” 

“ You wiU prosper, I hope,” he rephed , “ young fellows of your 
appearance rarely fail to make friends But here come the bhy^xio^ 
peas , let us see what new amusement they have prepared us , 
somethmg to laugh at, I doubt not ” 

They were three m number , and twistmg their faces mto comical 
expressions, so as to cause the whole assembly to burst mto a sunul- 
taueous fit of laughter, one of them stepped forward and said, that 
in the country whence he came there was once a nuwab, a very wise 
man, who governed Ins country as no one had done before, and was 
a lord victorious m war , and that, if the hoozoor pleased, his slaves 
were prepared to relate some of Ins adventures 

“ Go on,” Baid the nuwab, “ we are attending , see there is no- 
thing mdecent, for you are m the presence of the khanum ” 

“ Asteferalla'” (God forbid’) cned all, makmg their salutation 
towards the screen , “ may the favom of the khanum be npon us, 
and may Alla give her a long life and posterity to bless her In- 
shalla’ we shall find favour m her sight, and take away our garments 
fiUed with gold ” 

They commenced one of the men, dressed ridiculonsly as a child, 
personated the nuwab The stoiy begms with his youth, how he is 
petted in the zenana , and the two others changing their dresses to 
those of females, one is his mother, the other his nurse The young 
nuwab is pampered, spoded, becomes unruly, is declared to be 
possessed by the Shitan , a mooUah is called m, and charms and 
wonderful potions, prepared by the aid of magic, are admimstered 


80 


OOlTFBSBIOm OF A TSUO 


% 


The greet child BDreams and roars, lacks his mother and ntuso ont 
of the oaseonb^ npseta all aboat lum and the oonfnaion and now 
created W all thia, eflpemflJlT among the tnwaifa, made a #c«no of 
fan, at -wmoh tto all langhod heartilj 

In an incredibly abort tune the man agam mnde thetr appearance 
and the second act begnm The child £id grown np to be a yonth, 
end to be fiery and nncontrollable. "W’omen, wine, hoiw*, and arms 
are his enjoTmenta reckless of everything ho plunges into dissi- 
pation, sets his parents at defiance, mns into debt, u snrronndodby 
aharp^ an d parasites, rrho despoil him of all ho posso*s«, and he 
has given'hiffiaolf np to harlots j md dehaucbeiy and this ends the 
second part. 

His father dies — he is now nnwab he is tho head of a piond 
house, has men and solduirs at his command and his temtoiy to 
manage. He forthwith lucks out his former compemons, discards 
every one he had formerly had near him, good and bad together and 

S vea htmself np to a new set of lognes who had preyed upon ho 
flier — men with hoary beards, only the greater adepts m vfiJany 
He has a qnartol with a neghboanng noble, and tho two proparo 
for war 


The troops am described how they eat monntauu and dnnk 
n vers, and the nuwnb himself os going forth liko a bndegroom to 
meet his bnde, like the lightning &am the tbnndcrclond, or a nrer 
oTHTrtnining its borandi, tarrible, nresutibla, before whoso glaneo 
man quail as beforo a lion ! His borso and arms — tho former largo 
of carcass, ttmull of limb foot largo and brood, fleet os tho antelope, 
coningeoni ns the panther Of (no arms, tho sword which, wielaod 
by his father had cut through a bnlGdo s skm and divided tho 
thickest qniltmg 

He goes forth, and the fight oommcnccs tho horvo charge, and 
the nirwab and his enemy meot (each is mounted on tho hack of a 
man) They fight sword oflor awcml (mndo of wood) is spUnlercd. 
One of tho horses is kflJed it is tho nowabsl Ho too is JdUedf 
ho is at tho mercy of his foe I No ho is up ogam j tho fight is ns 
aowod it IS long doubtful ; fresh weapons arc given by attendants 
ot last he is nctonons, Alla Akbor I ^ victory ts won tho enemy 
IS rented. 

Then follows tho torturo of tho pn«oncT», tho nlltng of tho 
jenomu There is one sLivo beantifol, t-mall, delicate m form an cyo 
liko tho gaxelle «» fair os tho beauties of Hoorn or tho fabled ones of 
Encland, Sbo falls at his feet lio is capttvnted. Sho conqorn 
nnd tho nika » performed. They lire happfly for some timet bat 
the fame of tho bennty of the danchtcr of a neighbour rcacLc^ him. 
His soul is on fire his former loro is neglected. Ho prup^ 
inamagei it w accepted tho bndo comes home and a deadly 
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jcnlonsy cnsuo'^ bcU\cen ilic inal am\c«: TJioqnancls of tlio 7cnona 
aic dcsoiibcd, and br <lie Kluick'; of Inngliici fioni behind tho 
Kcrccn, ifc'was easy to bcbe\e liow naiurnlly all had been described 
and acted 

The nnwab has i cached middle ago, lie is non a father of a 
family, a respectable man, a leligions man, sunonnded by moollahs, 
•who flattei him, and liavc nsinped the places of his foimcr com- 
panions He IS as debauched as evei , but it is not knomi Ho 
passes for a just and good man, and his dmbai is described, and his 
judgments What ■nas Solomon compaied nuth him? oi Hatim 
Tai, or Lokman the niso ^ And at each enumeration of his a irtncs 
tho assembly loudly applauded, and duccted their looks to tho real 
nn-wab iiho sat as the spcctaioi 

Again the nnwab is shown, old and decrepit, worn out by dis- 
ease, sunonnded by quacks, fiom avbom he demands nostrums to 
make him young and ngorous His zenana ls fuller than ever of 
women, who flatter his a*amty, tell him ho is as young as ever ho 
was, and yet are false to lum , bnt ho has a son i^ho promises to ’^ex- 
cel ins father, who is a hlcjnoon in form, aBoostum in valour, before 
whom lus father’s enemies are scattcicd like cliaff fiom the gram 
before tho 'wmd 

The old nnwab is growing more and more decrepit and queru- 
lous His fancies and longings arc desciibed in a most laughable 
manner, and as the final event approaches, he sinks mto his eternal 
sleep, sure of the seventy liomas of paradise and tho eternal youth, 
which IS the portion of true behevers 

Ha'vmg concluded, they stepped forward for the largesse promised 

“Well, Meer Sahib,” said the nnwab to me, “how like you this^ 
have tho men done ill or well ? ” 

“ Ul-humd-ul-illa ’ ” said I, “tho works of Alla are wonderful, 
and assuredly these fellows are of his especial handiwork I have 
seen many ot their caste before, but never any like these ” 

“ They shall be well rewarded,” said tho nnwab , “ and yet. 
despite of our ha'nng laughed at the whole story, thero is much of 
a moral m it, and much satire Would that many of the rising 
generation could receive a lesson from it , they might become "wiser 
and better men ” 

“ Ameen,” I rephed , “ my lord’s remarks are just I did not 
notice the satire when I heard it , but now I feel it, and it is just ” 

The night was far advanced , and requesting leave to depart, I 
rose to be gone I was passing the tuwaifs, when an old woman 
pulled me by the sleeve, and said hurriedly, “If you seek an oppoi- 
tumty, there is another who desires one Be secret, you shall heai 
more from me ” My blood boiled, ‘I slipped a piece of money mto 
her hand, and departed 

G 
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OHAPTEH IX. 

® ^THIOH Hil PBOYEfl HDlflXLT JlH EtOELLEKT Illin) AT ItAEISQ A 

BA R O A IJ r AJTD THAT ECJ AMOITB HAS A CHAHOi: OP STJCQESS. 

I SAID my blood boiled ooold ifc be thut on© bo lovely ono Trio 
Inwi kept company Tfiththe noUcsiind men of Trailtb of HydernlQd, 
had seen anght to admire in mo, who was xmiisod to oonrtly 
and WM even yet aboy dofloient m manner and address P Oonld it 
bo that from, my dreafl and appooiance she thonght mo nch ono who 
wonld Bgoander my robstonco npon her P The*o thonghts worn 
p ass i n g throogh my mind, and wo had nearly reached onr oncnnip* 
TDfmt withont my having interchanged a word with my companions. 
The sDonco was broken oy Bhndnnath. 

“How IS tlnB Meer wiMbP" said ho what has tied ycrar 
tongue P have you nothing to talk about oflor our nigbt s ontertain- 
ment» no remarks to make on the beautiful kunchmoo f By AHq. } 
though it IS a llahomedan oath, I would ohneot bo content to giro 
up the heaven of Indro, and turn ilooeulman, wuro I buto of bo* 
mg attended in the pamduo of Mnhomod by a sot of Iionnsjust 
08 she. And to think of her belonging to that old wrctoli iho 
jinwnh and to bo buned m this hole of a Hahmlta vlllago, when 
sho might have half tho nobles of Hyderabad at her foot woro sho 
there I By Alla 1 I eay ogam, it woro worth tho while to try and 
ontice her away from the md eoai final at, and it would bo somethuig 
to talk about, not to mention hor company on the imd, and tho ruro 
addibou she would mafco to our orenmg omasoments.'' 

“Why I replied oorclcialy the girl is, as you say of but 
passing beauty and no doubt focls hersoU uncomfortable in tha 
idiode of Bwino yet to get her awuy would bo no easy tosh, and 
what shonJd we do with her when wo got her P 

I whnll try and sco if her coming with as iM any such tnnrroUons 
difficulty bo rtjoined “and you know if aflcrwurds there it any 
pursuit, she and tho rest of her people oro costly provided for 

Kow you spook Hko a oold Wooded Thug I retorted ongrily 
(for deny it as much as I would to myself, I could not but fed that 
tho dancing girl had moro than interested mo) “and I would sooner 
quit you ml, and got back to Hindostan tho best wny I conld, than 
that a hair of her head tbonld bo iiyurcd 

‘*1 did bat jeti iiccr Sobib; you know I am not ono who war* 
with women, except when they como before me in tho fair and law* 
fol excrciso of my vocation Nc^ if wo get Ibo girl, it mu^t l» hf 
fair means and strait Uccd as your father is on manv points, be W 
too fond of ft good Bong ami gtxid music to deny us Imvlng her in 
company ; bo do not mmd what I said and do not go to sleep upon 
your in^ to your poor fnend, u indeed you have any 



COXFESSIOKS OF A THUG 


83 


“ I am not am^i j,” "^aid I, “ tboncili I ccilainly felt my blood ti^o 
^^bcn you albiclcd 10 1101’ We uill consider about tbo lost in tbo 
morning, and if uo can but poisnacle my fatbci that tbo girl comes 
of bei mvn accoitl, I do not aniicipale any ob-jcction, but ive must 
be sure that sbe will go fiisl, and to tbis end I have a land of duo 
■^iliieb may guide me ” 

“Hoit^ did sbo 'Jay aught to you?” bo cageily inquiied 

“ No,” said I , “ boiv could she m that cioi\ d ^ But yen know I 
understand Peisian, tlnnks to tbo old moollab my tcaeboi, and you 
do'not , and from tbo u oids of tbo last plaintive song sbo sang, and 
her mode of cxpiessiug them, I bai e a sliicu d guess that she is tiied 
of confinement and of her mate You know tbo old pioveib, ‘Ku- 
bootur bii loibootur, baz bu baz ’ — Pigeons mate with pigeons, and 
bawks with bauks ” 

“Well,” said Bbudianatb, “accoiding to that, sbo is more likely 
to look to you than to mo , and you Icnow I am a Bialinnn, tbeie- 
foro I leave bei and tbo matter to youi management , I am ready to 
assist when I can bo of use Insballa ' as you people say, we shall 
make a comei -stone of tbo old fellow’s beard and laugh lum to 
scorn ” 

“ Ameen ' ” said I, “ wo will tiy at all events, and you shall hear 
from me in tbo course of to-monow moro upon this subject ” Wo 
then separated for the night, and I was glad Peer Khan and tbo 
rest of the men bad been so fai bebmd ns, as not to have been able 
to overbear any pai t of om conversation I confess that, as I lay 
down to sleep, I earnestly desiied the success of our scheme, tbougb 
as yet it could hardly be called one ; and tbougb I bad in some 
degree struggled with it, I bad not boon pi oof against tbo fasema- 
tion of tbo dancmg-girl , nor mdeed was it to be wondered at after 
the words of the old woman 

Soon after the morning piayer, the leaders of the band weie as- 
sembled to see the openmg of the bags of Inm who bad died the 
evenmg before My father presided m the assembly, and one by 
one they were brought from tbo pile of merchandise We bad in- 
deed got a prize , and it was not to be wondered at that the care of 
them bad cost the man they belonged to so much anxiety In each 
of them, among a quantity of old clothes, rags, and old copper 
vessels, were concealed small boxes filled with piecious stones, pearls, 
small diamonds, rubies, and emeralds, and in two of the boxes wei e 
sets of ornaments made up, and set with jewels , and two in par- 
ticular, a bazu bund, or ornament for the arm, and a sir-pesb, or 
ornament for the turban, were particularly splendid 

My father, who bad a good deal of expeiience in these matteis, 
pronounced the whole to be worth at least fifteen thousand rupees, 
and offered the band the alternative of distnbutmg the whole m as 
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cqaalportaoBB as he ocrold^ at of Traitmg tni onr ornYul at Hydera 
bad, -vrtiere they cooJd ea^y be sold for ready mcra^ latter 
after some deKbeiatioii, Traa determinod on, as had been the caso 
■with the former booty 

I pTopoeed, as 1 knoTv that we might perhaps mn short of money 
on the road, e^pecnahy rf wo met with no more noh trovolleri, to 
offer one of the two omameirt* for sale to the nmvab and os I had 
made his acqnamtanoo to tafco it to him myself. The proposal was 
agreed to, and I was not without ho]W that by some laoky ohanco I 
might &11 fn with tho old woman lAo had spoken to mo the nifrht 
before, and might be able to armugo n mctdai^ with her wlUch 
should gtude ns m onr future plftna to accordmgly about noou I 
called Hfaud r u i ath to accompany me, and wo pro<»edod to tho pa 
lace, 08 it was called by the nDager*. 

By the ■waj we mot with our fnend tho totwnl but I out h^m 
short with ” Another time, Kotwnljeo, — ^for it scemod as them^ 
we were to have a long etory — “nno^er tuno, my fnend wo 
pay yon a vncLt but sA present the matter wo havo m hand is ur- 
gent, and it being post cixin we are a&fud of being denied admit 
tonce, and so yon xtrosi excuse os.** 

“ Of oonrae, said he I win not detain you, and I shall not fail 
to present myself at your enmp *bMi erening to reccire your farther 
oommands ^ 

That means, said Bhudnnath as wo moted on, “that ho ox 
pects a present These worthies haro been my study for nnny 
yeoi*. 

Ay ” said I, “ wo must pay him well, and bo will bo the first to 
cry up our praises should anything happen but do you antlapato 
anything P” 

‘‘J^ot I," said ho I Wish wo could always do our work as 
soourely and got os well paid for ft hut hero wo oro at the nu 
wabs gate 

A-g attendantat our request took In our namrs to tho nuwab, and 
after a short delay wo wero ogoin nshcred Into his presence and 
rccQiTcd With tho kuuo cirflity as wo had been tho night before 
^fir^ Bomo desultory couroreation, I opened tho object of our niit 

”Khodawond, said I my fothcr pleads on attack of fover and 
cold for not nttondmg to present his notror at tour feet, and ho 
trusts you will pardon his seeming ncglcck In uis bohall 1 hasv 
brought a roropicco of joTrenny for your inspection, which ho h^* 
may plaaio youj and by its purchnso you will not only malerWly 
assist him, but it will beromo tho property of ooo worthy to po m •* 

Thus m.yinc I peodneed tho ornament for the tarban, and 1^"] 
before Inm. He tnis endentJy much struck nith Us h*aaly imJ lb 
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fine Mater of tlio piccious stones, and after turning it in every posi- 
tion lie could to catcli the exact light for it, laid it dorni mth a land 
of sigh 

“It IS indeed hcantifnl, and woithy of the tiirhan of Bnndugan 
All himself, but,” said he, “ I am too pooi to buy it, its value must 
be very great ” 

“ hTo doubt,” said I, “my giandfatbci must have paid handsomely 
for it , but tunes have altered -with us, and v'o have been glad to 
sell our family piopeity for -whatever it would fetch In this in- 
stance, far be it fiom your slave’s intention to put a pi ice upon an 
ornament without peer m its fashion , yet niethinks it would so web. 
become the forehead of my lord that bo ought not to let sbp such an 
oppoitumty of possessing it, to bo enabled to show it one day at the 
couit of bis prmce ” 

“ Glhou sayest truly , and if I may, I -will but show it in the 
mahal, and see bow the peisons of my household like it Inshalla • 
they -will approve of it, and then wo wiU see if we can come to 
terms about it ” 

“ Certainly,” said I , “ the time has been when it would have been 
nothmg for our bouse to have presented a tray of such to one of my 
lord’s power and rank , but we are reduced, as I said, and are no 
longer fit possessors of what wo dare not wear ” 

The nuwab took the jewel, and went mto bis zenana He was 
absent a long time, but we could see by his face on Ins leturn that 
it had been approved of 

“ They have looked at it m a thousand ways, and have discovered 
that there is good fortune to come -m-tb it , not that I need any, 
but you know what a parcel of old women are,” said be “ And 
now I -will ask what may be the price You know we nobles of 
Hyderabad are not overburdened with money, and yon must be 
moderate in your demand ” 

“ Why,” said I, “ I am flattered by the opmion of those who have 
seen it, and can only say that my grandfather (may his memory 
live for ever ') paid so large a sum for the jewel that I am afraid to 
mention it My lord must observe partictdarly its exquisite water 
He, I say, collected the stones one by one during a long penod of 
bis life, and they cost him alone six thousand rupees , the gold a- 
lound them is somewhat more, but my father will esteem himself 
fortunate if five thousand rupees be given for it ” 

“ It IS too much,” said the nuwab with a sigh , “ where have I 
five thousand rupees to lay out m such a bauble as this ? My friends, 
I have been gratified by the sight of it, but to purchase it is out of 
the question the money I have not Yet stay , allow me to have 
it "valued by a jeweller, and we may perhaps come to terms ” 

“ By aU means,” said I , “ I have told my lord no he m statmg 
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the price of it. But let tho jewoHer see it ho may fir a muilJcT 
emn and gnoh iB out urgent necossitj for a htUe reodj maney that 
perhaps ire may he indu^ to toko samethm^ leas.” 

The jeiTeller was accordingly sent for anj arrived affor o short 
tune. He was shoTra the jgitcI and from tho expression of odnura 
tJon on hiB eonntenanoe, I could sco wo had not ovenuhied it Ho 
took it to the light, and pntting on hia spoctnolcs, cxnminod it m 
every possible way At last he retan\od, and tnking tho spectacles 
from hifl nose, asked the price we had fixed on ik 1 told lirm 

“ At the tune this was made np, ffudhe, no doubt it was worth 
tho sum yon mention, for the stones axe of rare water novortheless, 
we aU know that men cannot ofibrd to expend monoy ns they used 
to do and nil thingB considered, perhaps at present four thousand 
mpees would not be too much, ana indeed a fhir pneo 

It IB too little we must ho content to sell oUior articles to sup- 
ply onr ncoewsibes. So Nnwab Sohib, said I, with onr profound 
thanks for your condescension, wo ask leave for onr departnro j" 
and rtook up the jewel and aroeo. 

Stay said he I offer vou throe hnndrod mpcc* more foar 
thousand throe hnndred, surety that is suihaetit 

h^ke it five hundred" I nmhod, and it is y o ur s.** And afrer 
janch hagg lin g on both side*, pneo was find at four thoasand 
four hundred and fijfty Of this, two thousand firo hundred wero 
paid by tho nuwab s tr co imr or m mcnoy and for tho rest, at mv re. 
quest, a bill was made out by a sahouiair of tho villflgc on Hydcro 
bod. And after again offering onr thanks to tbn nnwub, wo took 
leave of hnn for over 

Hot a bod morning s work, «pMd I to my companion as wo 
walked bomewartls, attended by some of tho nuwub t soldienc, ct- 
cortmg the men who corned tho big* of monoy } tho sight of tho 
coin gladden my old father s heart and it will bo scrmothlug to 
divide nTTirmg tbo mon who nro really m want of money and will 
keep them comfortably till wo reoch the city even though woshool 
frdl m with no moro nch prucs. 

^Indeed you may congralulatojoureelf on your address and good 
nmnnera; for without them you oonidnot havo earned tho matl'W 
off in tho wuy you have done caid ho Jiowifl thnngh I ara a 
ihroldcrThug had tnM it I should havomoithkcly failed for want 
of a plauaiblo story Tho dd follow ■wnlloTred tho account of year 
granSthcT os if it had been as trno os that wo are now here By 
ljudma, thou art a reroboyl ^ 

Theso matter* sharpon one * intellect and though I could no 
deceive an unfortunato truTcUcr as you can yon sco I am of *omo n f 

at o pinch, BhndnuatU. , 

‘AU win come in tjoe said be j I do not d<^palr efyou after 
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this , and if yon accompany me in my ivork, yon will soon excel mo 
I tlnnk ” 

“We sliall see,” I returned , “but om* eirand is not complete • wo 
bave not met the old woman ” 

“ Ha * ' so that plan is still in yonr bead,” cned bo , “I warrant it 
yon dreamed of the knnclunee last night, and yonr young heart is 
all on fire ” 

“Ho,” said I laughing, “not quite that, but I have some hope, 
and I shall return to the kotwal’s cbowree after a bttle time, and 
perhaps the old creature may be m the bazai and may see me ” 
“Shall I accompany you ?” asked be 

“Ho,” said I, “I think it would mar the busmess I will go 
alone , the presence of another besides myself might prevent her, if 
I meet her, from bemg communicative ” 

“As you will,” said he, “as you are determmed to caiTy the 
matter to the utmost, you have a better chance of success than I 
have , and besides you are a prmcipal, while I could only be an 
agent ” 

Thus conversmg, wO arrived at the tents , and dismissing the 
soldiers and money- earners with a handsome present, I had the bags 
moved into my father’s tent, who was asleep , I ranged them before 
him, and awakemng him, pomted to them 

He rubbed his eyes, grumbhng at bemg aroused from his slumber , 
but they were quickly fasemated by the sight of the bags, and I could 
not help laughing heartily at his astonishment, as he took them up 
one by one, guessmg at their contents 

“ What, my son * Ameer Ali, where hast thou got all this ^ there 
must be five hxmdred rupees m each of them ’ One, two, three, four, 
five,” said he, countmg them, “two thousand five hundred' im- 
possible ' My son, what hast thou been domg ? my bram is m as- 
tonishment Where didst thou get it ^ ” 

“ There is just what you say, father,” said I , “ each contams five 
hundred, or nearly It is the price of the jewel you gave me to sell, 
which it seems was worth more than we thought for I asked at a 
venture five thousand rupees, and I have brought you four thousand 
four hundred and fifty, which was as much as I could get , here are 
hoondeeS for two thousand, and the rest is m the bags ” 

“ As much as you could get, boy * ” cried my father , “ why thou 
hast done wonders Mashalla * we are rich mdeed , this is more 
than I ever expected,” and, his eyes fairly runiung over with tears, 
he embraced me warmly 

“ How,” said I, “ as I have done good service, I have in return a 
favour to beg, which I hope my father will grant , and it is a mattei 
I dared not settle without Insi sanction ” 

“ Say on,” said my father , “ I can deny thee nothmg 
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“ \7hj ” oontmued I, “ there is a terrmf of gnrpoMsmg bcaatj- 
who sings like a bnlira], end who is onucms to accompany ns to 
Hyderabad. I dared not aDmr it without spcaiing to yon. 

The old man s Tisaga clouded, “ A tnwnS’I Sd he “ and dost 
thou not ram ember my son, all the cautions I hare given thco agmnit 
perBons of her condition, and hast thon so soon forgotten them os to 
get mto their oompany on the first occasion whidi presented itsolfp 
“ I represents eaid I, that neither have I forg olU m them, nor 
have I gone mto her company I saw her at the nnwnb a duihnr 
last ni^t, bnt did not oren spoat to her ” 

** Then how knoweet thon that she dosms to go from hcmceP” 

“I hare heard it, said I, “from one who is attached to hOT, an 
old woman, who, I doubt not wiD bo here before the evening 
My fidher ahook his head. “I do not disbolievn thee, my son,^ 
and he bnt I mistrust thy young hoort and hot temper It is o 
danger too groat to be encountered for once with ns, and sho would 
get thee into her tods, and then father dnty and profession will bo 
oKko forgotten, ond I should lose theo, my son, which would Idll 
me. 

Do not think so I pray my fathor ” said I thcro is not 
the danger yon antuspate ^ woold follow ns, and wo sbonld sco 
bnt hUlo of her ctcopt wo dcsirod her presonco to ting to os on tho 
drenry evenings of our journey And grant mo this requrtt, I pray 
yon( 'ttB the only ono Ihnvo over asked, and perhaps I deserrOBomo 
thing for what I havn done hitherto. 

Thon dost indeed, ho rephod ** anything dso wcrald hare boon 
gladly granted without a demur on my part. However I have eon 
Bdenco in thee, my eon, and thereforo havo it as thon wilt, I will not 
gainsay thee in tho matter 

So mr thcro&ro thcau mu no objection ; yot my heart smoto mo 
as I thought on tho conccoluKtnt I hod made of her being in tho pay 
and sorvico of tho nnwnb and that her conuceffon with him might 
bring ns all mto trouble. HottT>Tor thought I, women have sliorp 
■wits and if she truly desires to get nwny from him, sho will lake 
her own mensuros. 

As soon os I could, therefore I sot off to the bazaari aod ofleT 
Johenng along tho row of shops, and purchasing ntiiclcs that 
•ivcTe really required by ns, I ascended tho steps which led to the 
cbowree, and was soon in conversation with tho Lotwal, who enter 
tamed mo with tho gossip of the town, and did not fad to endcoTour 
to impress mo with o hi^ seaw of His power and inflocirco ifore 
than onco I -was on tho pomt of confiding to him my plan, and oHIt- 
me him a bribe to assut mo i hut I cliecked myself on tho con 
(rtdcration that ho might tako my money ond afterwards plav 
false As it happened, however I was not long in tn^pcev tor i 
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saw the old woman in tLe bazai beneath me, making the best of her 
warm the direction of the gate of the town bj which I had entered, 
so I took my leave of the worthy kotwal, beggmg him to come to the 
camp in the evenmg foi a loward foi his emhty and exeitions 
I had, hovevei, lost sight of the old woman befoie I got fairly 
down, into the street, and following the direction she had taken, 
overtook her jnst beyond the gate 

“ Mother,” said I, “ am I he whom you seek 
“ Ai mere jan * (ah, my soul •) have I at last found thee, my 
prmce ? Suiely I have not ceased m my endeavouis since last 
night to meet thee , I sav thee enter the palace, but my old lunbs 
would not caiTy me qmck enough to overtake thee ” And she 
threw her hands over my head, and cracked every jomt of her 
fingers by pressmg them against her temples 

“Are we secure agamst observation heie ?” she contmued, “for 
I have much to say to thee, and that quickly ” 

“hTot heie,” I rephed, “I will go on to our tents yonder, and 
you can follow me , I will wait for you near them ” 

The old woman hobbled up to me as I stood undei a mango-free 
secure from observation Qmte out of breath, she sat down When 
she had recovered herself, she untied a comer of the cloth about hei 
person and presented me with a small rmg 

“ This,” said she, “ is from her you know of, and for the love of 
Alla, my soul ' do you exeit yourself for her she is dymg m this - 
place, and is subject to all the torments the caprice of that unblest 
nuwab can think of She is one day m favour and loaded with 
kmdnesses, another, m a fit of jealousy or rage, he deprives her of 
every comfort, shuts her up in a lonely room, and will not even 
allow me to go to her You, my son, are young and brave , you 
will not suffer her to contmue m this state, she who is the pearl of 
Hyderabad, who has found favour m the sight of prmces and nobles 
For the sake of Alla, exert yourself, and she is free, and will ac- 
company you to the end of the world She has seen you, and your 
beauty has entered into her soul and is consuming her hver , and 
between this and her former imseries, she is to-day m a state of 
madness, so that even I cannot pacify her ” 

“ I am ready, mother,” said I “ ’Tis true I have never been 
blessed with hearmg a word from her, save m her songs , but I can 
understand them , and there was one she sang which has been rmg- 
mg in my ears ever smee I heard it. Say, had it any reference to 
me and herself?” 

“ Yon have guessed well,” she rephed , “ I told her to smg it, m 
rhe chance of its bemg understood, and, blessed be Alla, it was not 
m vam'j but the time is passmg fast, my son, and what can be 
done P ” 
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' ” said I, that I msh to bmr from yotrreel/ for- I know 

not liOTT to proceed neither do I imow this tcnvn, nor tho hcjnso 
■niiereBheliveB.soTv’haicaaladnsoP I am helpless m this matter I 

yet Trilling to the utmost ” 

Listen then ” said the old iroman f "I win dcjsciibo the place 
and yon must come after mo and soo it from tho ontado that yon 
mar know i6 m the night. The ploco she iB now m, and where she 
will most likely sleep to-night, is a small tilod house, at tho comer 
of the wall of tho xensna toward tho street. Thoro are two win 
dowB, some distance from tho ground, yet not so high but that sbo 
might got out, if any one holp^ her on tho outsido There is no 
othCT way of hor escaping for it would bo impossiblo for her to 
get through the xauane, mid oflorwurdfl through tho open courts, 
which are full of soldicrB. Say will yon daro the adrontoro or bo 
ft coward, a namurd, who would not nsl: a drop of blood for a wo- 
man and one so fair ns sho is P 

" I am no coward, I bcherc,” said I, thongh I haro no deeds of 
anna to boost of I oocept tho ml, and I pray Alb to dofond ta I 
Ajo there soldiera near the plaooP 

No ” said she, not erne the only danger is at tho TrUago-gate 
which is always guarded- How will you pass this P " 

« If that IS all," said I, ** trust to mo } and Tnshnlla I wo wiD all 
langh at the nttwob s beo^ in tho morning But toll mo, how do 
you mtend to contnTo to accompany us P" 

** Ah, I haTO ammged that oirood^ I am allowed froo ogress at 
any Loot of tho upon tho xartaws prcloucor or noccasiticr of 

X unstress and i con get out at midmgbt and moot you any 
re ytra may dfftonnmo.’ 

“ This is go^ Bald 1 1 now oomo and show mo tho plooo ” 

She guided mo through tho goto wc had just passed, and turulog 
down a narrow alley desired me to marl, tho Tunous windjugs ut 
wo wtmt along which I did- Wo ot last reached a street between 
two high walls, ono of which was tho nnwcb ■ renana and pawing 
on wo am rod at length undor a smnll tiled house, which tmwered 
the description iho had giTcn of ih 

"This IB tho place iho said “cud that Is tho window from 
whence sho must descend- It is not vniy high, os yon see oad 
thoro will not bo much dllEcnUy in her getting out, 

" I SCO none " I replied, “ if sbo has only a stout heart. TcU ter 
to tio her sheets together and drop them over wo will bo below 
and take caro sho reaches tlw groand caiUy 

“I wfl], said sho { “and now away 1 wo may bo seen ami if •<> 
AHa bo our help I” . , . , 

‘Sbescesnst cned I “forthcro Is aband stretched forth fnitn 

tho window 
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“It IS sTie'” said tlie old woman, “andoli’ wliat joy it must be 
to ber to know tbat there are persons anxions and ■^bng to serve 
ber ' How, my poor biid, tbon sbalt no longer bave a cage, tbongb 
it be a gilded one Bnt away, my sonl, away ’ do not loiter bere , 
a smile from ber were dearly pnrcbased now, and to-mgbt yon will 
bave tbonsands, ay witb ber blessmgs too ” 

“ I go,” said I , “ but fail not, nurse , for your life see tbat all is 
> yoTi must meet us at tbe corner we last passed ” 

Tbe old woman nodded ber assent, and I withdrew as quickly as 
possible frem tbe spet, though I would bave given worlds for one 
glance, for one approving smile, from tbe object of my love As 
soon as I reached tbe tents, I summoned Bbudrmatb, told him of 
my success, and unfolded to bun tbe plan as it stood at present He 
was lejoiced, and saw nothing objecfaonable in it 

“ I bave one thing, however,” said be, “ to represent, which yon 
may do or not, as you please ” 

“ What IS it P Say on ” ’ 

“ Why,” be repbed, “ although it will be, as you say, an easy 
enough matter to get out of the town, I by no means think it so 
easy to get m ” 

“ By Alla * you say truly,” said I “ What advice can you give 
to aid my plan ? ” 

“Ton see,” rejomed be, “tbat tbe gates are guarded I tried 
myself to get in last night, before midnight, as I bad an affair of my 
own to look after, and tbe fair one expected me , but tbe sons of 
dogs at tbe gates (may their sisters be defiled ') swore I was a thief, 
and after intercbaugmg abuse for a long time they finally shut tbe 
wicket in my face, and I was forced to return in tbe worst of all 
possible humours So my advice is, tbat we go m before mgbtfall, 
and fake up our qUarteis m tbe shop of a bbutteara with whom I 
bave scraped an acquaintance , tbe fellow will not suspect anything 
if we leave bis place in tbe mgbt, as I hinted my bad fortune of last 
night to him to-day, and be was tbe one to propose my coming to 
bis place m tbe evenmg, to go wherever I pleased afterwards So 
what say you ? Shall we go to tbe fellow, or trust to our wits, to 
get m tbe best way we can ^ ” 

“ Your plan is a goed one,” said I, “ and I thank you for youi 
bad luck last mgbt , but for it, we might bave gone and knocked 
our beads against tbe gate to no purpose , to be sure we might climb 
over tbe wall, and I wonder you did not think of it ” 

“ I did,” be repbed, “ and was undecided about attemptmg it , 
but some fellow migbt bave seen me, and, takmg mo for a thief, 
bave thought no more of sendmg a baU through me than if I v ere 
a dog , so I came away ” 

“ Thou bast a wonderful deal of discretion,” said I ; “ now my hot 
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"blood -wtrald have lod me inio eome scmpe, n-liercas thmi Itfiat. cotcn 
thy ill humour " 

** And am now at thy oemoo, itgomed he. “ So wo deep nmdtf 
to-night, whioh I am glad of ondwo will got out through the farther 
mte it win be some way round but that is bettor than facing tho 
i^owB at this gate, who I euepect, know me, or will recognijo my 
voioe for I waa too angry to diagniae iL” 

"VVe win, Boid I and now I must m and oat, for I have 
fasted Bince the Tnnmmg and on enlerpnee is ill done on an empty 
stomaoh 

After evening prayer Bhudnnath and myself went mto tho town 
and it WES well we did so, for the men at tho gate know hrm per 
fectly and good naturedly joked him shont his hod suecco tho 
night before. 

nW- n. rt J 


^Thou art beforehand with us to-mght, my friend,” said ono 
follow ; and thou art wise, for hndst thou como later wo ehonld 


have shut tie door m thy face os bofonx" 

You might have be^ more civil," said Bhadnnath, laoglnnff 
I mppoae, though you would not let mo in, you will let mo out m 
case I should hn^ any ono with me P 

Why that IS not against ord er s exactly hot yon wonld Haro 
to pay so if you have not bronght money with yon* you had 
better stay where you ora 

X may find somo probohly said Bhndrisath to tho speaker, 
enough at any rate to fill your hookahs for some days, if thoro is 


occoaiaiL 

‘^Agreed, said all tho followii a hnrgnin 1^ Alla I a few 
rupeea, and you may toko any ono you plcnsc tho nuwob s harem 
too to boot, tnough there is not much in it by all accounts. 

“ Who is your wnglgra, your offioor P said I ; and ono of tho 
juen steppod out “I am ho, msyit plenso your nobihty and I can 
wink at on honest follow s doings os well as another " 

Provided you oro pud for it,” said L 

** Of course,” said no, laughing wo nro lucky when chance 
throws gontlomcn like you in our woy " 

Eerothea," JiudI, “arefirornpcri^ to cajlcrtalnyomsclrcs with; 
jind SCO that you don t get drank, or tho blamo will fall on ns. 

May your condesccnoon Incrcano I cried tho whole j “ wo are 
jour worship s dovoled servants. 

‘^Ifowhow do you mcoa to get out? asked Dbadnnath as wo 
passed on. 

“I\ot this woy,” mid I “if I can help it, for thcro will boa dis- 
iarianco obont tie naite- onJ if n® go onl licnj H -irffl giro a cloo 
to oar dixMTOJ Wo rrai liy tbo oUiCT goto 

I ivonid hy o rrager they mo nil dmnj. m no Iwnr enid nr 
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“ and wo may t.lien open tlio gate for onrsclvcs , bat lioio is tbo 
bbutteara’s sliop, and tlioso kabobs smell very savoury , I sometimes 
wisb I was not a Bralimin, tliat I might eat them as you do ” 

“All,” said I, “it IS veil for you to sny that, but perhaps they 
may have proved too tempting at some timo or other ” 

“By Krishna' I swear you viong me,” cried ho, “Brahmin I 
am, and will bo You know my creed tells me that I have been suc- 
cessively transformed ihrongli every grade of suffciing humanity, 
and now that I have reached the top, I am not such a fool as to 
descend to the bottom and undergo the v hole pam agam for the 
sake of a few kabobs ” 

“ You are right,” said I , “ nevertlicless I will tiy tliem , I could 
not eat when I wished at my tent, but their smell has raised my appe- 
tite wonderfully ” Aaid in a short time my fingei’s wcic pietty deep 
in a smokmg dish, of kiclicrco and kabobs, as hot as pepper could 
make them 

“ Kncnd Bhutteara,” said I when I had done, “ surely the slutaii 
lumself must visit your shop now and then, for no other could eat 
those scraps of meat, except he had a mouth of brass ” 

“I beg pardon,” said the follow, “but I was away on business, 
and I suspect my daughter must, as you say, have put too much 
pepper in them , but I cau make my lord a cup of sherbet, a poor 
mutation of what true behevers will drink in Paradise, and it will 
cool his mouth ” 

“And a hookah, if you please,” said I, “then I shall feel more- 
comfortable ” 


CHAPTER X. 

“ Sleep you or ivake you, iady Lnght, 

Smg Slegan oh, sing Megan ee I 
Now IS tho fittest time for flight, 

And thy lover waits to set thee free ” — Old Song 

I HEABD the bhutteara busthng about m the interior of his house 
for a while, and was gratified to see that he so evidently exerted 
himself to please me In a short time more the sherbet was prepared, 
and its grateful coolness, with the rose-water which had been 
mmgled with it, allayed the uTitation of my mouth, and enabled me 
to enjoy a- hookah, which, if served m a less costly apparatus than 
that the nuwab had offered me, was as good m fiavour , its pleasing 
fumes composed me, and quieted tho feverish excitement I had 
hitherto been m 

“ You appear comfortable,” said Bhudrmath 
“I am so,” I repbed, “and I doubt not you envy me, m spite of 
your Brahmmical behef ” 
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“Perhaps I do, said he yet having never tasted the Inxnncs 
of meat and other thm^ yon set smdi vtUae npon, I cannot ostimato 
"the m saffloiently and I caro not about tbsm nay more, tho very 
idea of meat, the aght of it m its raw state, the blood, tho garbage 
Booompanving it, are loathsome to mo and I very mnch question, 
•were I to Wome a Mahomedan, whether 1 could ever bring myself 
toaotih Pah I the idea is horrible.” 

I oould not help laughing hoortdy at his disgust, and ho was not 
angry “But, eoid I, how are we to wake at the proper time? an 
hour too soon or too late, and our enterprise is ruined- ^ 

“ I WHS thTTdnng of the same thmg he replied and turning 
to the bhutteorti, be asked him how late he romainod up ; “ For ” 
he oontinued, my friend and I have a small matter on our hands 
about midmght. Can we trust you to awaken ns if we sleep P ” 
Certainly, said the man “ I never shut np my shop ^ after 
midnight, for Bomatnnes traveCerB drop in, and poor hungry souls, 
the place they seek IS the bhutteoniB shop and wore thoro not 
something hot for them woe be to mo I 
“ Here la a tnfle over and above tho price of tho kabobs, cud 1, 
■ihrownig him a few nipoes, “to keep yon awake.” 

He pi^ed up tho money with many salams and good wishes, and 
my hookah bang smoked out, and feeling drowsy I hud myself 
down and slept, nut not long As is often tho case, exaiotnemt 
oTEt^powerod sleep, and I woke in alarm lest I had ovorslqit tlio 
-tone I had not howerer dono sa Looking round mo I saw the 
bhutteara busily cmplcyod m oooking cakes, whllo his htUo daughter 
was tnmmg some ^bobs on tho &oj bo ohserred mo and said, 
“Tou oro soon awoke, sahib, it wonts a good hour yet of your time; 
you had bettor go to sloop ogam you seo I have work m band which 
win keep me np beyond hmo, for Bomo travcUcra haro omred, 
and it is as mu^ os I can do to satisfy their hu n gry stomachs 
‘I cannot sleep ogam, said I "I am rcfr»hed, and onotbor 
hookah or two vrul keep mo awake tUlitis tune to go.** 

“ I understand you, * eaid ho j you young men oro hot blooded 
nnd oro always Booking adventures. Dot it ii only as it ought to bci 
I would not giro a courco for a young fellow who hail not tho spirit 
you appear to possesa. 

“May you prosper said I but lei no havo another hookah, 
for truly tho tint has left a gnUafal flavour in my mouth." 

He dioppeared into tho interior of Ids houso for a short time aad 
returned with it. , » , t 

“bow said he, if tho first pleased you, you cannot oaf l J 
gratified with tins it xs prepared from a choice receipt owl it i^ only 
persons of rank and tasto hko vourscU to whom I ever giro Ut 
would be lost on tho multitude 
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It "was, as lio said, delicious , and mj pipe liad. been refilled several 
times to my great satisfaclioii, u ben lie told me tbo time I desired 
^vas come 

“ Yondci star,” said be, “ uses ovci flic bouses a sboittimo before 
midnigbt, so rouse } our comp inion , you will bo expected ” 

I did so, Bbudrinatb u ns soon an alee, and icadyto accompany 
me We took leave of our host, and dmected our u ay tbrougb tbo 
now dcseited sheets to tbc place of assignation 

“We are vondcifully Idee two tbiovcs,” said bo to me , “ vbat if 
tbc vdlagc watcb sbould catch us ? wo should look vciy foolish ” 

“ I see no danger of it,” said I , but baldly wcio the voids out of 
my mouth, vben vo saw tbc patrol conung doivn the street bofoio us 
There was an open gate close to us, and stepping inside wo bid our- 
selves bebmd tbc laigc doors We bad bov ever been observed, and 
as the men passed, one said bo was sme be bad seen two men Inrkmg 
there 

“ ITonsensc,” said another fcUow, “ yon aro always scemg men m 
tbc dark Come along • it is ]ust midnight, and I am sleepy , wo 
iviU go a bttle farther and then beat tbo dnpbra , if there aro any 
thieves about, they wdl run away ” 

A loud yawn was a pretty good proof of the haitli of bis assertion, 
and they passed on Just as wo cmeigcd from our bidmg-place, the 
dnpbra and boms were sounded, and answered from tbo other sides 
of tbo town , and then all was again still as death, save when a 
village dog bowled Ins wild cry to the moon 

“There is now no danger,” said I, “come on, wo are near tbo 
place ” 

A few paces fartbei brought us to the comer where the old woman 
said she would await our conung, and there to our great joy we 
found her 

^ “ My blessings on ye that ye aro come,” said she , “ I thought the 
night would never wear away, and I have been waitmg here for 
some hours 

“Is all prepared ?” said I, “ is she ready 

“Ay, that she is, I warrant the hours have gone as slowly with 
her as with me , and listen,” said the old woman, “ she has hit 
upon a rare device, which will mislead suspicion , ” and she laughed 
heartily 

“hor the love of Alla be quiet said I , “were we heard or seen 
we are undone ” 

“For that matter there is not much to apprehend, for this house 
on one side is deserted, and mside the wall, on the other, is nothmg 
but the nuwab’s garden, where no one stays at night ” ' 

“ Tell me then what her plan is , can we assist it ?” 

“ Oh no,” said the woman, “it is her own mvention, and a rare 
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one it la I had jnst come to her when she sent mo out to get % 
hladder foil of blood- I Qould not make ont ■what ahe -mintod it for 
bnt I went and bonght it, thongh I had to get a kid killed on the 

f retenoe that the meat waa mddenly Ttt|mpod. TVell, no aooner had 
retnmed, than she poured somo of it on her bod, rumpled one 
daubed the abeota, tore off pieces of her dress and scattorod then 
abont the room, also aomo of the beautiful hair from her head, whid 
she also threw about, and m short made the place look as if ahe hat 
been wounded, and there bod been a scuffle to get her out. Ah, il 
was a rare dence I and the best of it m, that a nuwnb who hrm ai 
a distance, and who has been trying to ^ this ono to giro her u|; 
(and there has been much ^norrollmg between them on tho subject) 
will bo suspected, and it will never bo thought tlmt aho lins nm oil 
of her own uooori 

Tia wcmdarful," said I “and, proverbial os is woman s wit, 
Tot, by Aha ) this la an instance which onght to bo wntten in o 
book ; but wo aro delaying bere to no purpose.” 

Ooma, then, said tho old woman “it i* but o few sterw 
farther " 

■We stationed ounreire* under tho window in which there was n 
str on g bght burning and tho old woman gmng a sharp but low 
couo^ a figore was seen at tho easement { it opened ; it was thoi 
^ be hereP said a low sweet voioo, wmcih thrilled throngh 
me. 

“ Tes, lady the hninhlest of your slaves is here and prays you to 
be quick, for tho soke of Alh thero ts no time to losa 
“ I wdl be with you instantly ropUod iho. 

“ Do so,” said I but bo (juick, or wo aro lost 
ffhft withdrew from tho window and a few instants nllcr ro-ap- 
peored and lei down a box and bundia I unCistcncd them, and soo 
drew up the shoet. 

Kow said sho, “I oemoj but what is to bo done with tbo 
sheet P I must fasten it insido cro I descend.” 

‘ IicaTO that to me, soul I "only como dowp.” 

A fow instants moro wero occupied in fastening tho cloth, and she 
then stopped out on tbo ledgo. ify heart beat audibly Icrt she 
ahould fell and hurt hcrsolf and wo should bo observed bnt I and 
Bhudrmath placed onrsolvcs nndcnicath, to catcli Iicr if she frH 
It wns however unnecessary for aho was on the ground In on in 
slant, and I bod preiscd ber to my heart t 

Tho rest must not bo left undone said Ij nnd ascending W 
tho shoet, I entored tho window Tho room was a smalt one sun 
by tho hasty ghmeo 1 throw around it, it appeared indeed as tbonph 
thero had been a sceno of violence nml bloodshed. Cfotftes wrro 
strewn about tho floor nnd bod wero etnined with blood, ami piec^ 
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of toru apparel, lying licrc and tlioie, gave to llic tvIioIo tbc appeal - 
ance of ^ibat was intended I did not stay a moment, but unfasten- 
ing tbc sheet, tliiciv it doi\n, and getting outside the vnndoiv 
dropped to tbo giound The shock linit mo considerably, but it 
Tvas nob the time for complaint "Wo held a liumcd consultation as 
to Tyhich gate vcc should go out b}’, Blmdiinath again prcfernng 
the one by Tyhich-u'c cnici ed This, hou over, Tvas ovciTulcd by all of 
ns , and, guided by the old n oinan, n o took our ivay to the othei 
"We met not a soul m the lonely sticcts, and, by the blessing of Alla, 
on reachmg the gate nc found the nicket open, and the man ivho 
should have guaided it fast asleep, mth his shield under his head 
and his swoid by his side Stealthily and slowly we passed by him, 
lest our footfall should an akc him , and gaimng the outside, wo 
burned along under the shadow of the walls until u c gained tlie 
plain on which was our encampment 

When fairly uuthin our guards, who were stationed round the 
spot, the fair bomg, who had hitherto clung to me, suddenly sank 
down To fetch water for her was the work of a moment , and after 
forcing some mto her mouth she recoveied 

“I was overcome with joy,” said she, thiowing herself at my 
feet , “and mdeed, if you know the anxions suspense I have been 
in ever smee last afternoon, you would believe me At one time I 
was overjoyed at the prospect of dehverance from my hateful servi- 
tude, and again, as the night wore on, and I tried to count the houis, 
I sometimes thought that the time had passed, and that my prepara- 
tions had been butamockeiy And now to find mjseiS free and 
^vlth you, ah * my lord, it is too much joy — my heart is like to burst ” 
I raised her up and caressed her, and seating her under a tiee, 
put my arm around her, and we sat in the lovely moonhght in 
silence , she could not speak, and I would not break the current of 
her thoughts, whatever they might be 

How long we sat there I cannot tell , we were interrupted by the 
old woman “This is no tune for dalliance ,” said she, “my lady 
requires rest , and methinks, su, were you to get us on befoie morn- 
mg breaks, we should elude pursuit, and you could follow us ” 

“ You say truly,” said I, “ and it shall be cared for ” 
fortunately the cart of the sahoukar had not been sold, and 
* though it was still laden with his effects, there was plenty of room 
in it for the two females 

I went to Bhudrmath, whom I found fast asleep after his mght’s 
work , when he was fully awakened, he seemed to comprehend that 
his services were again required 

“ What, more work ' ” said he “ WelL Meer Sahib, I am ready , 
what IS it ? ” 

“ It IS too bad for me to rouse you so soon,” said I, “and to re- 

H 
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qmre tou to go on "witli this mutter for Alls, who Boea mj heart, 
alone tnowB how gmtofiil it jb to yon for your aHMtance this night” 
“Do not say so, mr young frwmd,” cned he Isnghing “ I ttouW 
do a nyt hing for a little fan tmd otcitanienh 

Why rejoined, yon mnat know the old woman ha* advacd 
instant fli^t from hanoe bo yon and Bomo of the men must bo 
ready to be off before daybght and ns I have propored the old 
iBihcrakar a cart for her yon will be easily nblo to get eight or ten 
00*8 &om hence tomorrow and the game the next day •uhon you 
must halt till we come up B cm ember yon nroa hloosulmon forth® 
fame, and she must be protected and Bcrecned ns though she were 
the wlfo of one. 

" I undenrtand, Baid he, “and will do my trust liutlifnlly 
Ibohevo you, I lOThcd and now for the raid, — which to 
take I am. nndecided. I hani heard that two bninoh off from this 
to H^erahad ” 

Bthy Boid Dhndrmath I think Peer knows both. I 

win go and bring him yon know he is one of my sot. 

Ho went and roturoed with the man. “ I baru explained nil to 
him, Boid ho, and now hear what be has to cay 

I beg to r o n i 'escnt," said Peer Ebon, “ that I know both roods, 
bat not porfeotiy still I sbould think wboi the Moor Sabib counsels 
tho best, for tbo other is a sad lonely one, and fewtmTolIcTs gobyit 
ns to the ohanco of being pursn^ wo must tnist to our good 
tukdeer (dcstinyl which has brought us thus far without an nca 
dent, and, Inshalln I will carry us on.” 

“Well, Peer TThan, said 1 , xon ranst bo tho guide you arc 
thcouly person who knows anythtogabout tho rood, and I can only 
say that if yon aro steady and teitluol I will make you a handsome 
present when I orertako you at NimraL” 

May your condescensum incrcoic Moor Sahib, said he; “but 
puttmg tho gift out of tho quesbon, you know tctt well that there 
IS not a among us who would not giTo his blood to-morrow 
or ory timii he mi^t bo colled upon, for yon. Bat come Bhcd 
nnnth, I had better get tho men together and bo imdy ” 

I returned to tho tont, whore I found Zora and tho old woman 
sittmg coTcrod np m their sheets, and warming thcTMcIrr^ orrr* 
firo they had lighted. In a few words I told them of tho nece<*i«y 
of flight, and added, ‘ ALm 1 I do not necomi^y yoa now j we hare 
had a consultation on the suycct, and havo determined that for the 
sake of mutual safety we most for tho present separate Alla, who 
sees my hcort, knows that it will bnm with anxiety and care wblk I 
om absent from youj for know lo^ that from the time I Dmt 
held TOO m tlw dnrbar my soul hath been couinmeil byTOurb^oty 
and M tlicn I ma plangcd into depur nt tho thongit llal 
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never cotild be mine, so now is tbe excess of grief that I must paii: 
witb yon ” 

She was silent for some time , but at last throwing back her veil, 
and agam displaying her beantiful face to me, she pnt her hand mto 
min e “I trust yon,” said she, “I have no fear now, except for 
yon , I will go without a murmur, for I see how necessary it is for 
ns to separate , yet assure me, my beloved, that yon will not be long 
away, and I am content ” 

“ I repeat,” said I, “ only two days at the furthest We shall fol- 
low yon to-morrow evemng, or the next morning , and once that we 
ai e in motion, I will push on till I overtake you, where we will wait 
for my father and the lest ” 

“ By what road do we tinvel ? ” asked the old woman 
“By IsTirmnl,” said I, “it is out of the way, and we have there- 
fore chosen it, it is not probable that the nnwab’s people, if he 
sends any out, will take that direction ” 

“Ton are nght,” she repbed, “they will not But I would 
give much to see him to-morrow, when the flight of this pretty bird 
IS known ” 

“ What shall we care,” said I, “ except to laugh at his old beard ? 
I will go mto the town as soon as the alarm has spread, and yon 
shall have all the news when we meet again ” 

“Wow bid me start,” said Bhndrmath, who then entered the 
tent, “ and I am off Bor the present I am Jnmal Khan, by which 
name mgnire for me on the load ” 

“ I^Iay Grod protect yon all ' Ton have a precious charge, my 
fnend,” said I, “ and would that I could even now take your place ” 
The women were soon ready, and I saw them comfortably settled 
m their vehicle 

“ Wow I am off,” cried Bhndrmath “ Drive on the cart, and do 
some of yon fellows keep about it, as though it were a decent man’s 
zenana ” 

“ AUa Bfafiz • ” said I, “ and may the Prophet guide yon safely ’ ” 
They went on, I stood watchmg them, until a turn m the road 
hid them from my sight, and I betook myseH to my tent, where, 
throwing myself down, sleep soon came over me 

I was awakened by my father, who came mto the tent where I 
was lying , he seemed angry with me for havmg been out all night, 
as he said, on some unprofi.table if not unworthy bnsmess , “ but,” 
said he, “ it is time for the mornmg prayer, and after that I will 
hear what you have been about ” I accompamed him to the skirts 
of our camp, where, spreadmg our carpets, we watched for the 
blush of dauii to go through the usual forms , when they were 
ovei, ho seated himself and desired to hear what I had done; “ I 
fear mo no good,” said he, “ but tell me ” 
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So I reoonnted the events of the aight, nnti •mta prepared for ft 
ftever© lecture, and a great deal of edrSw and reprooE I to* for 
once agreeably disappomlod matead of bemg angry be langhed 
heartOy at the Ttboli aSair and applsnded onr arrongementi m 
bavmg sent 2iom oat of thg ^ray 

The snn tos barely naen, there aroee a none from the 

tomi, and it was plam enou^ to n* that tho dacorery had taken 
place. The irholo place tos m a fe rm e nt pce^o homed ont of 
the gates and collected into gronpe, and hy the pointing to onr 
camp, and their geaticalation*, to tot© otmonaly tho suspected 
person* and as to had antnapated, about twenty horso and ktoo 
foot soldiers issued from the nenxost to ns, and came directly 
towards us, ThOT sumrandeacur little camp and one or two who 
appeared the leaders of the party rode up, m an anthonfatiTo 
manner demanded to see our looder 
I had prenously orrai^fed with my lalhcr that ho was to conhnno 
to support Ins oharaoter as ft merchant, and to put mo forwaid a* 
the jemadar of the party and as ho knew that I had ajmearod m 
the character at the nuwab s dnrher and supported it wdX ho hnd 
read^ acceded to my request. 

seo the lea^ ^ said m zdt poor penen { and what 
nay be the demands of tho Ktiwub Sahih ao canr f Is there any 
thing his poor serrant oan do to proro herw muon ho u impressed 
with the Imd treatment ho has roemred F 

"You mustbo content to bo ourpr uo nCT ” said tho man Laaghtfly 
"until yuorcomp is searchodj a strange orcat has happenoo, ai^ 
you are suspected. 

" Of wl^P Mid I, appealing thnndxrsiruck of what can I 
bo suspoctodP But tho camp i* before you, strt Iw all meann 
Bcorcb it Porimps," said I bitterly “ your town has been robbed, 
and it IS not wondcrfnl that persons of rcspcctahihty should be 
suspected in this unmannerly country 

^PcQOof” cned tho wo most do our dotyj and I for one 

for tho mlm of appooHinccs, should bo glad to mid you had not 
requited the nuwao’s hospit^ty with treachery 

"I am dumb,” said X notwithttandiug that I am in utter 
astonishment at your word* but hj all mean* scorch tho place aod 
afterwards perhap* you will in fcmdncss uniUTcI this myitcry to 


Ho rode with mo io my font, and dixmounting cntnrd it with 
me followed ly two or three of bis men. Thcro was nollimg io it 
but tho carpet and maltrc** on which I hod slept a few cookii^ 
utensils, and some bales of plunder piled up at tho fariher wL 
" Sho IS not here said .Axira Khan tho leader of the noK*!** 

party "let us goto tho other fciiL” 
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I accomparaed them, and making a salam to my father, told Inm 
that the nnwah’s people wished to search his tent, as they had 
done mme, and added, “Do not oppose them, lest the nnwab 
shonld m truth see reason to suspect ns ” 

“ Certainly not,” said my father, “here is the tent, and I am 
the nnwab’s slave , it is not likely that an old man like me shonld 
have women concealed here ” 

So his tent was searched as mine had been, and afterwards the 
temporary screens of the men, bnt nothmg was found, and the 
party were evidently disappomted 

“We are on the wrong track, and I told you so,” said Azim 
Khan to the leader , “ depend upon it, as I told the nnwab, it is 
that rascal Sheffee Khan’s work we all know him to be in the 
employ of the hakim of Kursee, who wanted to get the girl, and 
we had better be after him than wastmg our time here ” 

“ A girl ’ ” cried I, “truly this is most wonderful, for the sake 
of Alla satisfy my cunosity , what is all this about ^ By your 
head,” said I to the leader, “but that it seems a senous matter, 
I feel much tempted to laugh at the idea of my poor camp bemg 
searched for a girl, — some ^ave, I presume, who has run away or 
been carried off by her lover , say, sahib, what has happened P” 

“ Why, it is no laughing matter to us, whatever it may be to 
yon,” said the leader, “send your men out of hearmg, and you 
shall have the whole story ” 

“ Away with you ' ” cried I to our men, who had crowded round ; 
“ this IS no tale for your ears ” 

“The affair is this,” said the man “until last mght, there was 
in the zenana of the nnwab a dancmg-girl of surpassmg beauty 
and accomplishments , but early this mornmg her apartment was 
found empty, marks of violence everywhere about it, blood on the 
sheets of her bed, and some of her hair and portions of her clothes 
strewn about the room. There was no alarm m the mght, the gates 
of the town were closed and guarded as usual, and it seems some 
work of the shitan that this should have taken place, and that we 
should have Lad dirt thrown on our beards without knowing by 
whom There is the nnwab ravmg and swearing like a madman, 
Ins zenana is all m confusion , and, what 13 worst of all, he threatens 
to discharge every one of us, without we either brmg back the girl 
or get him intelhgence of her withm three days ” 

“ Protection of Alla * ” cried both I and my father, “ this is most 
estraordmary And have you no suspicion who has insulted you 
in this manner ? ” 

“ Why,” said the man, “ you weie first suspected, as bemg strang- 
ers and a large party, and we were desiied to search your camp, 
bnt heie we find nothing but bales of goods and indeed you are 
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not likely persona to hsTe oftmed her ofii for I question iThcUicr 
you erer tarrr her 

” I dare say said I, “ aho Tras erne of tho Tromen n-ho Trero m 
the durbar tho other ni g ht , i^en I paid o visit to tho nuTnib.^ 

“ Very likaty- h© return^ ♦* tteto these yon aair good-Iooh 

mgp 

” They -were both bo, said I “ ono 'tms tall and fair tho other 
■was shorter and not bo fair but vary handsome. 

That -was the girl, said tho ^ I havo aeon her myaclf 

once or tmee, vfhmi I could got famdo of a night- But I am -mist 
mg my tnno hero, and must return ytm may depend upon m> 
fully exonerating jvm from any tuspicion m tho matter 

‘Your favourahla opimon," eoid I ** ttiH no doubt havo its due 
■wtnght and I pray you to cany our condolence to tho nuwah 
and say that if ive havD permissum im will wait on hiTn to express 
it.” 

I will deliver your mesaa^" said ho } ^ bnt I think you will 
9ot be admitted, as really he is xn great gneA moro cm account of 
the insult* perhaps, than tho loss of tho I take my leave ** 

Ho eailatod us and rodo off aiai not long after a serrant of the 
zmwnb came, with a avil measago and some fruit, to tay (hat hi 
master regretted ho could not sco us, and was sorry that ho had 
been undor the necessity of soorohiog our camp. 'W'o dismissed 
him with a preseut, and rdterotod our oondolcsccs, which ho pro* 
misod to d^vor ** And now said I to my father ** this is m 
pbco for us lon^ wo must bo off What my yon to a marcK 
in tho aftomoon r 

“ It is good, said ho i wo will go TcU tho men to bo pro* 
pared. 


OHAPTEE XL 


Sir Jtalpt— 'What I hath b« Ikvu ean;btf 

lir M eatOy as a (^Klgtaat tor »bcii lofferttl tia bolt he nertr 
thtmjit abont U, but fraHoired U tneontlnenUy — OW ftay 


We Trero on our way towards lurmul in tho aflcmoon, and os wr 
had bcsird no moro of tho nuwnb and bis distress, wo were relicml 
from our nnxictyj bnt I was in great dread tho wholo time wo re- 
mamed at tho town after tho nuwnb s people had left n% lest seme 
chftneo should open to them a duo to detect ns The hhulteant 
might possibly rtwcal what ho know of our unxecdin^j fw si 
SSoch ho knew not our object, atlll onr retaamlng with him for h 
short a fame (as ho must Imro formed a notion that wo were after 
oomo woman) coupled with the di>nppcaraneo of might ham 
led him to ffupposo and very naturally lo, that wo had earned her 
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“ Tina i« my trother of wliom I liave epotcn to yoc said 
Blmdrmath, preaentnig mo to lum li© hi* noir os you see, orer 
taken me, and tto shall journey on together All hia men oro en 
camped ontsido the town, bu^ os he is more oomfortnble with me, 
you see hrm here. 

"We exchanged salutations, ond, by way of drawing him to the 
subject, I asked Bhudnnath when wo ahoid start. 

I cannot delay said I “ that detention ot ITmaoo was most 
inoonTonient, and but for that we shonld have been for on the rood 

by thiK frnift- 

The man stared at me, and at last said to Bhndnnath, ‘ Sorely 
you must be jokmg whem you say this gontlemau is your brother 
why you are much older and your features do not raamblo in the 
least. 

We are not real brothers,” ho rephod, but consmsi you know 
thnf, consins usually <^1t themsolTCS Brothers.” 

But how oomes it,” said he "that he is the jemadar of your 
men, end not you, who are the elder F 

“ Why it 14 a long steny and would not interest vou,” said Dhnd 
nimth, “ suffice it to say that ho is the son of tbo cider branch, who 
married long after my father hanng lost his fint wife j so, hj the 
consent of too Ihnuly and m^ own, he was declared leader tbough 
he must confess I am his odnser 

I protended to bo ashamed of my dignity and aUowed, thooch I 
was nominsUy superior yet that I comd not get on at ^1 witMot 
my cotmn. 

“Well, said the mnn, you hare cunous customs in your coun 
try but m orory oao they diffor Here your rclatiro ntnations 
would bo rorersed and so I suppoio I must treat with you. Jema- 
dar Sahib } I doro say your cou^ has toM you all about mo P” 

Ho hnn, said 1, at least as much as you haro told him 
but wo oro both present, and what you say to ono equally conccnn 
tho other | so I pray you speak on without rcscrration. 

I will not then recur to tho past, said tho man j suffice it to 
Bay that I havo CTcryrcoson towisU togetoutof thisplacc asfsra^ 
Hyderahid j there I shall bo secoro from mine enemies. I thertforo 
proposo to accompany you, if you will guarantco mo protection and 
concealment on tbo road ” 

Wo aro ready to do that,” said I but you will allow we shnll 
run somo i^{ lor besidea protection and concealment on the rood, 
iro must defend you if necessary end all tha reqaires somo rccom 

^^Truc, and I am in no condition to dnro n bargain, therefore 
Toa must name your own terms. 

« You arc Ubcrul, I ice ” I rfjomcd, and you shall find us to bo 
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so also Pci haps one lunulicd and fift}* rupees not ho thought 
hy yon. exorbitant 

“ It IS not, half I ^nll pay you iiou, and the othci half -uhon avo 
arrive ” 

“ Agreed,” said I, “it is satisfactory , and now say how yon in- 
tend to travel If I have permission, 1 1 \ oiild advise a modo which 
would be certain to escape detection ’ ’ 

“ Wliat IS it^” cried ho eagerly 

“ That you should lure oi buy a cait, and tiuvcl m it, at any into 
for a few maichcs , niybiothci has his rciiana vath him, and you 
could not be discoycrcd, no one uould daio to seaicli a caituhich 
lield females ” 

‘ By Alla, it is a i-aro plan said the man , “ I uondcr it never 
cntcied into my head Yet cait I haae none, and how to get one 
a\athont giving a clue to my flight ” 

“Do not distress yourself about it,” said Bhudnnath , “furmsh us 
a^ath the money — about one hundred rupees vail be enough — and I 
a\all go and purchase one, and account to you for avhatcvcr may bo 
over ” 

“ -ind my camels, aud hoiscs, and servants,” said tho man, “ vhat 
can bo done with them ?” 

“ How many of them are thoic I asked 

“ There arc tv’o camels and two horses , and I have three or four 
servants, vhom I wash to accompany me ” 

“ Then send them all to our camp at night,” said I , “ they waU 
not be seen , and if necessary they can bo sent on a mai’ch ’ ’ 

“ Ton are ready witted people,” cried he, “ and what has cost me 
days and nights of aimcty, you have settled satisfactorily m a few' 
moments How I clearly sec there is no time to be lost , and I go 
to bnngthe money, and give directions to my people ” 

So he left us 

“ Well done,” cned Bhudnnath to me, “ you fairly took the words 
out of my mouth, and I think the fish has taken the bait ” 

“ I th ink so too,” said I , “ the fellow may be a very sharp revenue 
collector, but he is no match for you and me , and you see he is a 
greater man than we thought for, as he speaks of his horses, camels, 
and servants Ho doubt we shall have a good round sum from 
him” 

I humed to my father, leaving Bhudnnath to manage everythmg 
his own way if I should not return m time to meet the man we ex- 
pected 

He was surprised to see me, and exclaimed, “I did not think 
you would have left your adored so soon , to what am I indebted 
for this early visit ?” 

“ Hay,” said I, “ father, do not mention her , it sounds like banter, 
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and I have other mirk m hand jnst hott than attonduig oTtm to 
Zora. 


“ ^ indeed I and ncnr tell me, my son, irhat thon hnrf in « 
“ Why " said I, Bhndnnath and I hare ecenred a TTinn, in the 
town, Trho protQieee to be almost ns good a pnxo as either irc havr* 

had before ond when yon see two horses, some camels, and soirants 

come mto yonr comp this evemng do yon allow thorn to re- 
main, and start them off as early os may bo to-morrow mormng 
towards Hyderabad. 

“ I win do as yon wiab," said my father bnt tell me, Amcor 
Ah, what 13 this yon nro about P Are yon anro thoro is no rwk, no 
danger P ” 

As lap as I can SCO tbcroisnot but hear what has been dooo 
already and then jndgo whether the matter onght to bo peraovored 
in or not. If yon do not like it, wo will drop It at onco So I 
told htm oIL 


“ Xon aro both of jrm doing yonr work weD, and I approro of it 
greatly " said the old rrmn j I will on my port rocoiro tao eomols, 
etc., and will send on a party of gmvediggtas this Tcrv night 
We will set off to-montrw night or early tho next morning ' 
Bhndnnath was absent wWi I roacnod tho bonso in tho town, 
and 1 hxul to wut a long timo for ha rotem, which was not till 
near evening j howoror I md tho soooty I b«.t lovtd, and tbo bonni 
fled quickly I was nerortheless ovorioytd to seo him rctom with 
a cart and two flno bullocks. Ho hod pnrthaied tho wholo from a 
set of dnntrmg girls, and tho cart was fitted with curtains, in tho 
■mnTmpp of thoiw usod to carry women. 

When it was brought up to tho homo ho dismissed tho driver 
with a small prosont. 

There, said Bhndnnath, "is nmoly five rupees worth and the 
concern is cheap enough onr only com la now for tho person wIh) 
is to nde in it. ^ 

WhoroiflhoP said I ; " aro yon suro of Inm P " 

" Am sure, wild Bhudmiath, “ as I over was of any one j bo is 
now gone to take leave of tho ^kim of tho place ond wdl ptetend 
bo h"s dono all Hi bnsmesa. Ho has sent bis camola nod people to 
tbo camp, with strict orders to obey whoever there may bo tbero in 
axrthonty and I myself directed them to go to yonr father and 
rcctnvo uutmctioos from limu Tbo man himself will bo here el 


nightfall. 

IrtshaHal cried I "truly may wo say wo ore fortnoatc 
♦htng has gono wrong 

Just as we bad completed all our prcnoratlons our fnend eanc 
and by this timo it bad becomo qnilo dark, so that he Joicrd ns 
unobsCTTcd and as wo had seat word to him that the cart hw 
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been pmcbased, lie brought ivith him what no supjiosed to bo his- 
valtiablcs, one of his sci\ants earned the bnndle, which appeared 
carefully tied np in n axed cloths, his hookah, and Ins bedding 

“ Aic you sure you have oruitted nothing ?” he asked 

“Ceitain,” said I, “ cvcijthnig is leady I have been to tho 
gate, and have told the guard that wc have a long march before ns, 
and will pass out a little after midmght with tn o carts and our 
people ” 

“"Wclh” said he, “then hero is your money,” and ho counted 
out seventy-five rupees to me 

“Isow wc have nothing to desire,” said I, “but to bo informed 
of yom name, which hitherto you have not told us ” 

“ Call me Kumal Khan for the picsent,” ho lephcd , “you shall 
know my real name at Hyderabad ” 

“As you mil,” said I , “ doubtless you have good reasons for not 
discovering yourself to us ^Meanwhile, as you say, Kumal Khan 
mil do as well as any other name , therefore, Khan Sahib, I think 
the sooner wo take some rest, tho moio wo shall bo rofreshed for 
our loumey to-moiTow ” 

“I can he domi anywhere,” said he, “I dare say I shall sleep 
moreover, which my care and anxiety have prevented my doing- 
for some mghts past ” 

He spread his carpet and covered himself up Bhudrinath fol- 
lowed his example, and m a short time they were both asleep, as 
their deep breathmg testified 

Strange destiny, I thought, there hes tho man who has but a 
few hours to hve, side by side m peaceful slumber mth one who 
will be actively employed m his destruction A few houi s, and then 
Situations will be changed, oh, how changed ' one to he senseless m 
the earth, and the other to hve and breath, and to tax his mts to 
gam fresh victims “Ta, Alla*” I exclaimed mvoluntardy, “thy 
pmTDOses are inscrutable * ” 

We were roused at the time appomted by the men, and our 
preparations for departure quickly completed I saw Zora safely 
deposited m her cart, as also her old attendant, next Kumal Khan 
m his , and putting myself at the head of the party, we were soon 
beyond the gates of the tomi and at the encampment Here I sent 
on Zora’s cart, and desired one of the men to come back and give 
us due notice should he meet the tillaees, or scouts, on the road I 
then sought out my father, and mquired whether he had allotted 
bhuttotes and shumsheas (persons to hold the hands) to the ser- 
vants and grooms 

“ I have settled everythmg,” he rephed , “ and given every man 
his mstructions , there -will be no difficulty if all is ready before us 
But are you sure that Kumal Elian, as you call him, is not armed? ” 
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“ He Ima a sword,” said I but what of that P Bhadnnath 
and I will eaeilj mana^ him, and ho will not bo on hia guard. 

“Then keep well behind,” said my father “if there la any ecafflo 
he win not hear it, and I will eand a man back to you when wo 
meet the first of the scouts. Ton can tbpTi do qb yon 
eithar bring him on, or deal with him there, as you like. 

“Veiy^ood, said I “ we will bo guided mrauinttaiioes. 

I saw with secret exultation how b^tifuDy oveiythmg had been 
arranged, as onr men and our acquaintance i soirants passed me 
To oveiy one of them was attached one of tho most mpert bhnt- 
totes, with two othera to assist if necessary yet they disposed 
themseivBs so carelesalT that susricnon was out of the queahon- 
Eaoh one os he passed threw a look of mtelh^Doo towards me, as 
much as to say Here is work wo delight in; and I felt truly 
■arcitod as tho whole bond was beforo mo, their arms glancing 
brightly m the moonbeams. 


Ihia, thonght I, is the joy father told me of and what could 
raise ruoh feelmgs withm me m tho oommon plodding pursuits of 
life P "Wh/m th^ feUowB ore but my own, then thaU the of 
Ameer Ah be dreaded and feared ; men shall wemdor at it many 
a tnnid woman s heart shall best as she listens to stonce of mo, and 
allows her fenoy to pioturo to her him of whom she boars such deeds 
of danng brarury “ Tea, cried I aloud for I could not control 
myself the teme will oome^ vy and soon tho present is poor 
work to Tdiat I haro thought of and will put into cioculkm ! 

Tho Toice of Bhudmuith recalled my ideas. In tho name of 
Harayun nnd all tho gods,” said ho; what aro yon lalkmg aboutP 
■Oomo, wo wuit for you. 

I urged my horro down tho hank, and was with him in an 
mstant Kumnl Trbnn put lus bead out of the curtains, and asked 
if we hftd assembled our men. 

To*, mid I j “ ^oy aro all beforo us, except my cousin, my 
sdf and a few of our ottendants, who will stiw round you.” 

“ That IS right, said ho “I shall sleep If this nJo jolting will 
Jot me. Oh that I wero on my horse, instead of being cooped up in 
cart^^ 

“Patience i pitd Bhudnnatbi I dan? say you will soon bo out 
<if it again.” 

Taxt I my friend ” said ho “ when I daro show myreU 
laad so saymg he shut tho curtains. 

Bhndrum& and I rode on some time in silence; at last we 
lunched a mmg grtmnd, which apparently kd down to the bed of * 
riTcr for I thou^t I saw tho water glistening m the moon s ray*- 
Tho jungle was thicker than before and I inrolontanly tnrwd to 
Bhuimatlu 



CONFESSIONS OF A THUG 


109 - 


“ Sni'ely tliis is llic spot,” cnecl I , “ wc musi ■^ait for tlie cart,” 
for -wc liad preceded it a long m ay 

“Wc Lad better do so,” be icplicd , “ it mil soon be up ” 

We bad just beard tbc mmbling sound of tbo 'wbeels, Tvbcu tbe 
man I bad sent on •witb it came up to ns 

“ Wbat neivs ? ” I asked , “is all prepared ? ” 

“ By tbis tune it is,” said tbo man , “ yben I met the first scout 
I returned to tell you , tbey bavo fixed on a beautiful spot, and I 
doubt not that tbo band aio ivaiting for you, baying done tboir 
sbare of tbe nigbt’s advcntuic ” 

“ Well,” said I , “ ivo don’t want you bore, so go on again ” But 
ho begged bard to remam, and I allou ed lum 

As Kumal Elban passed us, Bliudrinatli gave tbo driver tbo 
signal , bo nodded Ins bead in compbanco , and tcllmg tbo men 
who were to bold our horses to bo near and m readmess, wo got 
belund tbe cart and followed it down tbc descent About half -way 
down, tbc bank of tbc load sloped into it, and loso mto a small 
eminence I marked tbo place, and saw that tbo driver bad done 
tbe same, tbo cart gradually diveigcd from tbo track, one wheel 
went up the bank, it leaned fearfully over, and at last came down 
mtb a terrible crash 

We were off oar horses m an instant, and ran up , Knmal Kban 
was groanmg beneath it 

We lifted it up and got him out , but be was either so frightened 
or hurt be could not speak At last bo recovered , and tbe first 
words be uttered were a volley of abuse at tbo driver 

“ Look ' ” cned bo , “a smooth road, not a stone or a pebble, and 
yet that son of a base mother must needs drive up yonder bank, 
and has nearly killed me ” 

“ He shall be well punished for bis carelessness,” said I , “ but 
are you hurt, Kban P ” 

“ My right arm is very painful,” said be, holding it , “ and I wisb 
to Alla I bad a horse to nde, instead of gomg farther in that con- 
cern ” 

“ It cannot now be helped,” said Bbudrmatb , “ and it is well 
none of your bones were broken We will keep nearer you in 
future, and see that tbe fellow drives more carefully ” 

The cart bad been by this time set fairly in tbe road again, and 
Kumal Kban’s mattress and pillow arranged As be turned away 
born us, and laid bold of one of tbe posts of tbe curtams, and bad bis 
foot on tbe wheel to get m, I threw tbe handkerchief round bis neck 
“ Wbat — wbat is this ?” was all that escaped him , tbe rest was 
an mdis ti nct gurglmg m bis throat for an mstant Tbe wrench I 
gave to bis neck must have extinguished life, for be relaxed bis 
bold of tbe post, and fell to tbe ground mtbout sense or motion 
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“Neatly and deyeriy done, cned Bhndrinith I conid not 
liavo TTianay edit bettcrmyaelf; yon eeeho doee not atir— he u dead 
ononglL Now lleer Sahib, l^oro that a man con be kOled before 
he tonchea the gro un d,^ 

“ I must Bee yon do it, said Ij this foUow held on by the cart 
for some momenta. Bat oome, I added to the men, " hft tho body 
mto the cart, we have no time to lose." They bnndlod it m, and 
we set off as rapidly as the bnllooka oonld trot. 

“ "What if he ehcrcild itmvo with this jolting P mtd I to Bhadn- 

“ Never fear he replied ; ** if ho docs, ho will only hnvo to bo 
HTI e d over ogam bat depend upon it he is deed enough no man 
■ever BorviTod tho wrenoh yoa gave h<Tn — hu u broLcn. Tho 
old gooroo has taught yon well, I see plainly 

“ I own I feel more canfldanoe evmy timw I do it,” smd I ‘ wtw^ 
I ihonld not enro if even now I had ono or two more followi to try 

hand npon. 

Nny ” said Bhadnmth longhlng rest yon content with what 
we have done. See, we are ^ tho bhil, aM yonder is the wholo 
band colleot>ed.” 

Wo rode np to tho spot, and the first inquiry was from my father t 

Have you orongbt mmP" 

Yes,” said I “tho earth that hdd him is m tho art 

“Bid As do it P he eagerly asked of Bhndnnnth, and pointed to 
me. 

Ay did ho, he replied, “and most properly too Uo had him 
all to mmiolf I did not interfera 

“ A1 hamd ul Ilia 1 cned my father; he is a worthy eon- 
Oome, continued bo to all tho men do not loiter here but mate 
the bat of your way to the river-eido wo will follow and I daro 
say oTortako you. 

Poeing thoro was no more to bo done I pushed on to tho nver 
tho GoSvery and finding that all hod been femed over I urged on 
my horse to over ta ke Zora s coH for I know not whnt sho wool J 
f hinV of my ohscnco, nor how I coaid well account to her for it 
gntiifaetarfly but I trusted to chonco fo franio somo excuse / 
passed tho men, who wore strangliiig along in mrties of ten or 
twolvo bat still I did not sco tbo cart though I hod desired lioio 
who wero in charge of it not to dnvo last- i becamo aniioa» and 
xirgod my horso into a gallop. 

SVcll it was that I did so, for when I had proceeded some dMlmro 
I heard a confused clamour bofuro mo Coaid sho liavo bren st 
tacked by tbroves P was my iasUnt thonglit It was probible ; for 
tho rood yr%» narrow and the jnnglo thick on both sule^, and srricg 

tbo few men with tho cart, thloTW might have furprued tlicm l 
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drew my sword, to be prepared, as the noise and screams seemed to 
increase, and in a few moments more amved at tbc spot There 
indeed was a scone of violence * the moon w as still shmmg brightly, 
and I could see all before mo 

The cart was surrounded by the five or sm men I had sent on 
vnth it, and who were defendmg then* charge bravely , two of the 
lobbers, as I supposed, were stretched on the ground , the rest were 
aiming cuts at my men, which they pamed , but.iust as I got up, 
one of my men fell, and the rest looked evhausted I suspect neithei 
party observed my arrival, so intent were they on their own pro- 
ceedings, and I could see that my cry of “ BismiUa ' ” accompamed 
by a cut which struck down one of the robbers, was ns starclmg to 
them as unexpected, while my faithful men, who now saw mo 
plamly, set up a shout, and attacked their opposers with renewed 
spirit 

The scuffle lasted only a few moments longer throwmg myself 
from my horse, I drew my pistol from my girdle, and discharged it 
at a tluef who was commg up to me with his sword uphftod , the 
ball passed through his body, and he fell On this the rest of the 
band turned and fled Wo pursued them for a short distance, and 
secured a youth who was one of them , the rest got clear ofiT 


CHAPTER Xn 

SHOWING HOW JUSTIOE IS OFTEN SDMMAEILT DISPENSED 

When we returned to the cart, my first busmess was to soothe 
my poor Zora, whoso screams, added to those of the old attendant, 
and the oaths, ^xa grations, and shouts of the contendmg parties, had 
made a dm which defies description I found her terribly alarmed 
of course, but the rascals had not been sufiered to approach her , 
and when she was assured by me that I should not agam quit her 
side, she was calm, and gave me a history of the attack , which was, 
that as they were gomg along, the thieves began to pelt them with 
stones from the bushes on the sides of the load , and at last, per- 
haps not thinking them armed, rushed from their concealment, and 
the fight began 

The wounded thief was unable to walk, so he was put mto the cart 
with the dead body , the boy’s arms were tied behind his back, and 
a cord passed round his neck I tied to my own saddle Leavmg 
twenty men to guard the wounded, we then qmckly proceeded 

We amved at a large village before the sun rose, but the vil- 
, lagers weie up, and the heids of cattle were pounng out of the gates 
on then way to the pastures We desired the men to take up the 
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m^pment under BOme tamannd trees, and my father myaolf; and 
Bhndnnfitli went to the gates, and dcs^ to •« the patol or who. 
erer might be the chief anthonty 

After muting a lon^ tuna wo were told that the nmi\ cipocted 
na, and iraro ushered mto his honso, where he sat m a verandah, 
apiMrentty used hj him goneraDy to transact bnamew im Ho mis 
a Hindoo, a thayet by caste, and as those persons nsnallr are, was 
pohte and conrteons m hii monnora. Uj father was spokesman on 
tins occasion, and after mtrodncmg htmself os a meniant, and us 
as lenders of the men who escorted hnn, — tho old Oomorkh^r story 
— he told hnn of tho attack which had boon m gdo on na, of whicli 
however he seemed for a time to bo perfectly incrodnlons. 

Impossible 1 said he there has not been a highway robbery 
or an attempt at one, for yean, ever smeo some notononi thieve* 
were canght and beheaded hero j yon mnst bo under aomo mis- 
take. 

“You have not montianed our wounded men, wrid that several of 
the thieves have boen killed hy us," sold I to my father Perhaps 
ttus TTorthy gentleman wiU belief ns when ho sees thorn, or finds 
the bodies of tho rascals and again, yon forget two of them 
are in our custody " 

Indeed I oned the am ft, that alters tho enso bat tho iralh 
of the matter is, that so man^ iraTeOcn bog for esrorts from riTlago 
to Yillago, and sot forth thoir having bocm threatened between here 
and Nirmul, that I am bocome dilHotut to satisfy or to bo persuaded 
that any danger has oxistod. 

We Tcqairo no evsort, aaid my father} wo oro strong enoagh 
to tnko care of ourselves, havmg os you have heard beaten off these 
thieves oil wo want is a few men to bnng up our wounded and 
justico done on tho rtweols wo have caurtt 

“It would bo well for us,** said Jloi inu l/iU, “if all IraroDeiw 
woro to defend thomsolrcs liko vou wo should havo but few thforei 
in tho oui mlt y, for they would 6id theirs a losing trade Bat I think 
you said you had ono of them unhurt, Whero Is hoP Wo may 
perhaps got something out of hiim** 

I for tho lad, and be was cacstionod for somo time about 
tho gang and where it was prohaUo they had gone { but ho would 
not answer a word, and tho man who was interpreting for ns gave 
up questioning him in despoir 

Ho wiH not say a vrord m this manner ** snid Bliudnnath 
“ give him tho I daro say that will make him spook. 

“True, said Ifobun Loll “Iwns going to send for e korU 
and ho calied to ono of Ins men to bring One 

The thief shuddered as lio saw it, and was again e^k*rd if he 
would confess} but bo remained silent 
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“Tluow Lira do^Mi,” cried MoLun Lall, “and cut the sLin from 
Lis Lack ’ 

In an instant Le Tvas tLiorni mtli Lis face to tlio giound, and tLo 
JasL, melded by a stout fcllon, biougLt blood at almost eveiy 
stioke , but in vam Le -noiild not speak a -woid — not even a cry 
for meicy 

“ TLis is of no use citLer,” said one of tlic men wLo bold lum ; 
“get a bag full of asLes I’ll maiu-ant Lo speaks fast cnougL -ivLen 
tbat IS put ovei Lis face ” 

A IcatLei bag, sucL ns is used to give ginin to Lorses, ■was filled 
■witL burning-Lot asLes, and brought It -was tied ovei Lis month, 
and at the same time Lo received some Lard thumps on Lis back to 
force hi m to breathe This appaiently Lad the desired efibet, for 
after a short time, duruig -uLicL the torture must Lave been great, 
Le muttered something and the bag was ■withdra'wn 

“ Ton think to make mo confess,” said the rascal as soon as Le 
could speak, “ but it is in vam I know well wLei e my people are 
gone, and I curse the authors of their discomfiture ,” and Le poured 
a torrent of abuse on me “Yes,” contmued Le, pointing to me, 
“ it was you who struck dewn my father, and as he is dead I -vi^ant 
no more than to die also , you may Lang me as soon as you please ” 

“Ha,” said Mohan Lall, “I Lad forgotten him, let him be 
brought ” 

I Lad left the fellow badly wounded, but did not think there was 
any danger of Lis Lfe "V^en Le arrived, however, carried on a 
bed, it was evident Le "was dying , Le scarcely breathed, and the 
rattle was in Lis throat We did not, therefoie, trouble ourselves 
further about him, but endeavoured to make the son confess , the 
whip and Lot ashes were both lesorted to again "witLout effect, and 
all our endeavours only produced fiesL execrations and abuse 

“There IS no bearing this any longer,” cned MoLun Lall , “the 
fellow must Le Lung 1 know these rascals, and were wo to keep 
him for a year -we should never get a word of intelLgence out of him, 
so there is no use in delay ” 

“As you "Will,” said my father, “perhaps Le -will confess when 
the rope is round Lis neck ” 

“We shall see,” rephed MoLun Lall, “but I do not think it 
Send for the mangs ” 

These ■wretches, everywhere the ■vilest of mankind, weie soon 
present, and the thief was made over to them 

"You see,” said MoLun Lall ■to him, “you have no chance to 
escape , ■will you now confess and ■take service ■with me ? I will 
protect you ” 

The fellow hesitated, looked at his father, and appeared irresolute, 
but a second glance at his expiring parent again ralhed him 

I 
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Kot for an tho TreiUth yon could grre me cmd he, dmwW 
tunsalf up, and looking at tib proudly " Had ho bcon alfre, ^ 
in your poTrer I mjgtt have taten ycrar service but you oould not 
protect me now and I would rather dio by tho bands of your people 
than by those of my associates, from whom I could not escape " 

Away with him 1 cned Mohnn TjiTI to tho numgs ** boo that 
you do your work, propedy 

And our mamool (oostomoiy present) llnharaj you must not 
forget lhai. 

**H’o no, oned he “ but away with ye I am poUutod by your 
preeencft. Go to the krrtwal after yon bavo douo, and he wDl havo 
recemd orders to givo you a shcop and us much liquor os will make 
you aH drunk.” 

The fellows made many most protbund salams, and went off with 
their wretched companion. 

Whore will they hang lump” said Ij ” I should liko to ico him 
again, aud try if I can t porsundo him to live to bccomo a decent 
fdlow 


“ Somewhero beyond tho gate soid ITohun LolL ‘ I do not 
know the place myself, but my people will show tou. Ton inU do 
little gooi£ howoTcr I am a£riud{ and after all, why should you 
tpooblo yourself about him, P " 

It u no trouble, I repbod I hove dmply a cunosity upon tho 
Bub}eot, and will see the lost of him. 

I accompany you, said Dhudnnath ond wo took our Icavo 

and followed the ozcoutumers. 

About an arrow s flight from tho gain wero two scraggy gnarlwl 
ond almost nocm trees, beneath which stood^fib group“lro 

sought, wTid round them all tho urchins and idlo men of tho vAlogc. 
We nastened up to them and foond that OTciything was nrepircai 
o^ropo with a nooso m it hung over a brunch, and one of the mangs 
wua coolly shajpcuing a knifo upon on old slono idol which lay 
ncaih tho tree, — forwhstpuiposolcoaldnot makoout liowover my 
busincis was not with them, butwithtfaowrolch whowns so near hfi 
Ho teen us approach, and I thought was urging the mangi 

to dcspotch him beforo wo camo up j but (Acy did not tfo so, as tficy 
imagined wo brought some other orders to them. I addre^ieJ my 
self to tho robber Will you not livo P said I j ‘so young as yoa 
nro, bavo you no lovo of Ufo P I now again promise you protection 
if you wfll confess, ns yon hare been asked to do before " 

^ Let tho cords bo somewhat loosened which bind my arms ” saW 
tho robber and I will speak to yon; nt present I am in too much 
poln to talk. ^ , . , »» *l. 

Loosen them, said I to the mangs and one of you iwia Ico 
ropo in cam bo ottempts to escape 
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Tlie robber smiled faintly at what I said, and continned 
“Ton have taken an inteiest in me, and although I owe my 
present condition to you, yet sooner or latei I should have come to 
the same end, or fallen by some shot or cut of a sword, theiefore 
I forgive you my death But again I repeat I have no wish to live, 
nor, miserable as I am, can yon suppose I would purchase my life 
by an act of treachery to my compamons Had my father lived 
and remained m Mohun Ball’s pow'cr, I would have promised any- 
thing , but he is dead My uncle too fell by the hands of one of 
your men m the attack on youi cart, and whom have I left in this 
world to caie foi that I should live ^ One day has seen the end of 
my famdy , and it was our fate Tet bcai to Mohun LaU my hate, 
and the curses of a dying man It is he who has killed me, and for 
this ho wall have to pay a fearful retribution And now,” said he 
turnmg to the mangs, “ do your hoinblo office , I have no more to 
say ” 

I was going to speak agam, but BhudnnatJi stopped me 
“ What IS the use ” said he, “the fellow is obstinate, and, de- 
pend upon it, if ho were spared, it would only be to lead good men 
into danger, if not into destruction • let him die, ho deserves it ” 
The mangs looked to mo foi orders, and I told them to proceed : 
it was clearly of no use to delay The robber was agam tightly 
pmioned and thrown on the ground, and the mang who hold the 
Icnife he had been sharpening, dexterously cut both smews of his 
legs close above the heel, ho was then raised up, the noose put 
roxmd his neck, and m another instant he was pulled up to the 
branch and strugglmg in his death agony 

“Pah’” said Bhudrmath, turning away, “it makes me sick 
What a contrast this is to our work, where he who is to die scarcely 
knows that the handkerchief is about his neck before he is a dead 
man ’ ” > 

“Xou say truly,” said I, “we have the advantage, but these 
manga are miserable outcast wretches What else could you ex- 
pect from them ^ How let us go to the camp , my father will be 
there, and we wall see what this Kumal Khan had with him ” 

When we arrived, we found that all his baggage had been ex- 
anuned There were two boxes, the contents of which we looked to 
see with some impatience One was nearly filled with papers re- 
lating to his business as a revenue-collector, and these were burned 
as fast as they could be looked over by me In the bottom, how- 
over, was a bag filled with gold, which Bhudrmath held up m 
triumph 

“ This is something better than musty paper,” said he, puttmg it 
on one side , “ now for the other box ” 

It was broken open, and proved a rich prize mdeed After the 
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dothea -with Trluch tlie top -vraa coveretl had been winoTed, a number 
of bars of silTer met our aqwcfang eyes. 

The box ttw not, however empfaud, and under another layer of 
dothes -were ten bars of of the same suo ns the silver onci 
Hero IS the cream ofthe matter ” cnod Bhudnnath, as bo took 
up the first ^ JJJa knoTV* hotr nmch then) m but zt 13 clear the 
man was worth killing and finely indeed must ho have plundered 
the unfortunate culttvator*." 

The bars of ^Id and silver were made over to my father to be 
placed a mon g the other plunder wo had pot and oil that now re- 
mained to bo seen were tho clothes ho had worn and his waist 
Thor© WE8 not, however much in it. 

“ Stay said Bhudnnath, hero a another bundle, which wai in 
tho bumeanah.” 

I took it from him, and unrolled fold after fold of clean paper 
Why thero is nothing here ” said I “I suppose ho kept this to 
imte on. 

“ Go on to the end, noverthdess, said my father ; let ns sco alk” 
After removing thw more folds I camo to another small poeVe^ 
Trhioh was tied up with thraad. Hero is something oi last, said I 
breaking it odoil BiQi of exchaago, m tho muso of tho Messed 
Prophet 1 ana, I doubt not, of valae too Haro wo any one who 
CTiTi make tbgm out P " 

I cannot read tho writing said Bbudnnalh but I con makn 
out tho figures if they aro not wntton in Persian.” 

“Ah, no, said I they are Nopreo or Qnxomttco *0 try vour 
skill.” 

“ This,” said Bhudnnath, after cramming one, “is for two tlion 
sand rupees see these ore tho figures. 

“I dare say you arc right, said I, handing tho rest to him 
what are these for P 
“ Hero a o second for four huodird. 

Hot much, said my Cither but go on ” 

“The third is foT^-lct mo scoBguin ^laid Bhudnnath ‘ah, I am 
Tight, it IS for two thousand two hundred and tho last is for tso 
hundred and forty 

‘ That is, let mo sec, said I four thousand eight hundred and 
forty WelhwohaTOgotagoodprtic” 

“losl" cned my fatlica- wo should bo well off if they wen 
worth anything to usj but Ib^ nro no better than the wasto papw 
wo havo burned.” 

“ How P ” said I j “ wo should get tho money if wo prriented them, 

do not rcBcct, said my Cither “ llial If wo did m It woof 1 
lead to our dcte^ion in thU matter t so destroy them.” 
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“Indeed,” said I, “I ■wiU not, Tint 'nail keep tkem for stolen 
money , and I dare say were we to affect to lie tkis Knmal Elhan’s 
agents, we miglit get the amonnt ” 

“As yon will,” said my father , “hnt remember yon take no steps 
ahont them wiiiiont consnltmg me ” 

So I kept them, and had afterwards reason to he glad that I had 
done so. 


CHAPTER Xm 

now EUMAL khan’s HEAD WAS CUT OFF, AND STUCK UP NEAR THE GATE OP 

THE TOWN 

As we were to leave the village the next mornmg, I thought I 
might as well go and take leave of Mohnn Lall, and accoidmgly went 
to his house m the evening 

“ So yon could make nothmg of that rascal who was hung up,” 
said he when we were seated , “ these thieves are hardened vaga- 
bonds, and though I have hung several m this way, I have never 
been able to get anythmg out of them ” 

“ I could not,” said I , “ the fellow was, as he called it, faithful, 
and died worthy of a better cause ” 

“ It IS no use speakmg of him,” said Mohun Lall , “ the fellow is 
dead, and I would that all his brethren were hangmg as high as he 
IS , but I have heard a strange piece of news smce you left me, 
Meer Sahib, which I do not care tellmg you, and you may perhaps 
be able to give me some assistance ” 

“ Command me,” said I , “ anythmg that I can do will be but a 
poor return for your attention ” 

“The matter is this,” said he “a person by name Synd Ma^ 
homed Ah, who is very respectably connected at Hyderabad, came 
from the city with letters to the governor of Hirmul, two or three 
years ago, directing him to be employed as a collector of any small 
district which might become vacant He hved sometime with him, 
and when an opportxmity offered, was appomted by him his naib, or 
deputy, m a district not far from Hirmul Latterly, the governor 
has made a good deal of difficulty m gettmg him to remit the 
revenue collections, and one or two complamts which reached him 
privately made him suspicious This feelmg was mcreased by hear- 
ing that he had sent off his baggage m a clandestme manner, — 
wlnther, no one knew, and this mommg both he and Ins people have 
suddenly disappeared ” 

“It IS most extraordmary,” said I, “but as I never heard of this 
person before, I do not see exactly how I am to be of any use to you 
or your fnend ” 
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It ifl OTil^ a chaaice that yoTi may bo so, saidilbhrmLaQ ‘nad 
my request u, that you heep alooh-cut for him dunnj your joumoy 
mid Bhould you meet hnn, that you Trill mrcst hm mstanUy aud 
send him to me under an esoort of your people, to -whom I promiic 
a handsome iward for their delay and trouble One thing I must 
tall you, that on many occQaKm® ho has osinmed the imm ^ Kumal 
Khan, — the name I tehevo of a rdatiro of his ivho adopted him 
and perhaps be may have taken thiw namom trarcllmg 

* I %TiIl not forget it, said I, “end you may depend npon mv 
doing my utmost to BOenre him, should IfaH imuthliim} and could 
you gire mo a paper re la tmg his delinquencies under your own 
seal, to serve mo us a tmd of authon^ for arresting him P " 

“ Certainly ” said Mohun Loll tout thought is a good ouo I 
•mil forthwith wnte one myself, Bo saying ho drew up the docu 
ment, and handed it to me 

I am on indifTerent sdiolor ” smd I * Imt I daro say I can mnko 
it out and ta ki n g the paper I read -what ho had wntton, -whioli 
wu m euhstonco w^t ho had told me 

And now I pray you to giro mo my dismissal for I haro bail 
nets among peope, and tno day Is nich dosed 
“ I will not detain you, said Hohun and if thcro is any 

thing you or your pc^o want which mypocrriJlago caunfTord rou 
haro only to send tor it I shall rmto too to my fncad to toll mm, 
of the arrangement I haro inado, and tho con£dcoco t hiro lu 
you, 

‘ I thank you for your kmdncas,'’ said I, * and should I want 
anything more I will not scruple to send for it. Bnlain, Sahib 1 ” 
‘Salami ho returned “I ■wish you a safe journey and a sucecs'- 
fnl one. 

‘Thanks ogmu to you, good Amll for your last ■words,” said I 
to myself as I -wont away j “ lushana I it -mil bo as lucccssfol as It 
has hitherto boon 'WoU, mdcod Mahomed All has mot his descrti 
and it in better perhaps for him that bo lies cold and dead as ho i* 
thwTi that ho ihordd bare bred to bo haunted by on cni consdeucc 
trn ^ \t} Wi vrAn Afcft kawis nl b© kas 

would haro t o rt u red him to death if they had not immured him in a 
miseroUe prison to pine out tho rcmnlnuer of his days 

** Ycrily a good deal ha* been done and my old mthcr will laugh 
heartily when ho hears how I Imro hehaTcd, and how I bare baOf'l 
suapQon I 7 the ccmmis^on I haro brought with me of winch thr^ 
popcTS oro good proof I hare got Ills true tmmo too, and It h hanl 
if with this clue I do not gel hold of tlio money for the lnn< of ct^ 

change which my sagacious parml would haro cfcstroyrtL Phalo'h 

Ameer AH, do thou go on in this way and whw dog^u ho wh*> 
■hall compete mth thee cither m cunning or In danng' ” 
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As I tlionglit lie -wotQd, my fatlier langlied heartily at tlie business 
I bad undertaken 

“ It •would be a good joke/’ be said, “to send for Knmal Elban’? 
bead, and put it at tbe gate of tbe -callage , they -would then be at 
rest about bim, and Mobun Lall’s friend -would be obbged to dis- 
gorge a bttle of tbe com I have no donbt be bas helped himself to 
out of tbe revenue ” 

“By Alla,” saad I, “ it is an excellent thought, and I -will send a 
couple of lugbaees to brmg it ” 

“ bTo, no,” said my fatbei , “ I did but ]est , it is no-w nearly 
evenmg, and it -would not do to risk them on that lonely road at 
mgbtfall, besides, they could not -well be back befoie we start ” 

“ As you -will,” said I, but at tbe same time I made an m-waid 
determmation to mention it to one or two of them 

When I reached my tent, I sent for three lugbaees, enterpnsing 
fellows “ How,” said I, “ my lads, I have got an adventure for you, 
and here are five rupees apiece if you will do it ” 

“ Tour commands are on our beads and eyes,” said they, “you 
have only to order us, and we -will perform yom -wishes ” 

“ Well then,” said I, “ what I want is tbe bead of Knmal Khan: 
do you know tbe place you put him m ^ and is the grave deep ^ ” 

“We know tbe spot exactly,” said one of them, a Hindoo, by 
name Motee-ram, “wliat lugba ever forgot a spot where be bad 
buned any one ' tbe grave is not deep, and be is at tbe top of all 
But what are we to do -with tbe bead ^ and why is it wanted ?” 

I detailed to them what Mobun Lull bad said, and repeated what 
a good joke it would be to get the bead, and place it in some con- 
spicuous place 

“ Then,” said Motee-ram, “ if I may offer advice, I recommend its 
bemg put under tbe tree whereon tbe thief was bung this morning ; 
tbe worthy amil -will think Knmal Khan bas fallen by tbe bands 
of some of bis gang ” 

“A capital idea,” said I, “and therefore, if you find no one about 
when you return, place it there, for I have no wish to look at it ” 

“It shall be done to your satisfaction,” said all three, “and we 
-will start immediately ” 

So they left me Yet I was m dread all tbe time they were absent 
lest anytbmg should befall them, and I often -wished I bad not sent 
them on such an errand , but it was too late, and I could not recall 
them Anxiously and sleeplessly did tbe hours pass till near mid- 
night ; and poor Zora could not imagme what was tbe matter with 
me I excused myself to bei, however, on tbe plea of bavmg a 
beadacbe and feeling unwell, and suffered ber and tbe old woman 
to put quickbme on my temples, and use other remedies wbicb sbe 
said were mfalbble m sucb cases , and at last pretendmg I was 
gomg to sleep, sbe lay do-wn and was soon really so 
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It 'WTUJ about nudmgbt tbat I Traa relieved from my sQiponto, and 
gladly did I hear tbo voice of llotoe-ram at my tent door coUmg to 
me I aroee and went out. ‘laalliafeP I eagerly aated- 

All la safe said he and wo have brought the luaid and put it 
where you told na. It was well wo for wo fomd a troo p of 
jaotnla hnsily scratching at the grave and they would havo got to 
the bodiee brforo morning for they bad made a large holo when we 
arrived. However we ecared them away and put a quantity of dry 
thorns just under the earth on the top they will not tiy it ogam, 
ftnd if they do ifc does not matter as no one will ever find that spot 
— it was too well chosen. 

” You have done your work well and bmve^ said I ” and you 
shall have your money to-morrow morning ” They loft mo and the 
excitement past, I lay down and slept soundly 

The next morning wo roao botbro day j tho omens were consulted, 
.md proved favourable, nritl all prepared for prosecuting our martdi. 
We were soon ready and fiodmg that Zom was ccmfortahlo in her 
cart, and that she needed nothing I could not resist tho tomptnilon 
of going as far as tho tree where tho thiof had been hung to sco 
whether in reality tho hood of Kumol Khan had been brongnt. Ao> 
cordmgly I separated from tho por^ and ran os fast os 1 coaid to 
the spot, which was not for disbmt. I know sot why hat an 
vohintary shudder cr«t over mo as 1 reached tbo tree and looked 
about for the object of my search. 

Tho wind which had boon still all night, suddenly rose with tho 
breaking day and its first sigh through tho withered branches of tho 
neom almost seemed to hovu a voico in it — a doprccotion of tbo deed 
we hnt^ done the night before, and of which so foul an ovidonco as 
that before was present for at that instant my evta fell on tho bead 
which had been placed on a prmccting knot of the trunk to protect 
it from tho Jackals. I recoded from it with loathing for tno eye* 
i\ pro protruding from tho sockets and tbo mouth open and the d 
Tirtasim of the features was hideous m tho extreme. I gnied at it 
for a moment. This most not be ” said I; those tjes will botraj 
US ” so ta^g the cold head down, I forced thorn into their socket 
luid shut the eyelids, which X wusablo to do, os tho stifTncsa of death 
was past. I then uhced the head on o largo stone close to the tree 
on wh^ some rude idol was sculptured, and quitting tho pUee ran 
ns fast as I could to a small puddle I had passed as I come in which 
I cleansed my hands from the blood which had adhered to tlirm. 

** Alla bo praised, they are pure ogam I said I inwardly as I 
washed them cog^y with some earth and water **BraTe oil know 
jnjsolf to be and canog for nothing ahre I would not hare pmj 
with 3rotce.rnm and his people liavodug np that 
jt,— no not for tbo wealth of Uclbu Pah I the idea is homblel 
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detained by the rakBlms or ovfl spirits of tho place assisted by the 
kmg mth po iverfu l armies tiny defied Earn, and be ivaa in niter 
despair at the Io« of his bcantafnl infe, nor could ho find any trace 
of irhither she had been earned^ Yon tnorr that Hnnooman, our 
montey-god, ■was a TTiBe a nd a st om sbing being ; in tho monkey of 
the present day his form only isperpetna&d the mtoDigcnco is gone 
and cnniun^ tuone 18 left to than. Bnt it is olio a sad fact that, Iflrr 
them, mankmd has also degenerated, and iro nro no more like the 
bemgs of those days than the present monkeys oro liko Unrtco- 
man. Well, as I mis sapng Korn in his pcrplonty mis nsitcd bv 
Hnnooman, irho pitying his state proposed to go in scorch of the 
lost fiur one, and nccordingly departed. Long did ho minder and 
at last discoWed her m Ttnnka, m a state of as great distress oi ho 
had left her lord in. QcucUy ho rotnmed -mth the intolligcnco, and 
an army ms assembled for tho conqneat of tho island. But a 
difficnliy arose when it reached the end of tho land boforo them 
cortainly lay Innko, bat a mde and roagh son mn botmen them, 
tho roaring mivcs of irhich oppaDod tho stoateet hearts — nor did 
oven the ^onona Earn himself cscopo tho general fenr Boats were 
not to be proourod, and if th<y had, Trbal Tronld ham been their aso 
to transport on army rrhioh ccasatrf of miJhonf of god lie beings 
caoh of whom mis ton oabits in height ' Bam garc himself np to 
despair ; bat Hanoo raan at one boo^ clearing tho channel quekir 
rctamed mth ossarances that a bnd^ conld soon bo constmotod 
and that ho and his companions minJd laboar night and day ffll it 
•was ooToplcted. 

M Qm« 08 thoaght, legions of monkeys dirorted to tho llhna 
layas. Hugo motmtaina and rocks woro tom mm their foandabon^ 
and tronsportod by relays of these indcfatjgablo beings to tho shores 
of tho ocean- Ono by ono thy were dropped into it from obore 
and tho splsshmg of theso hago masses Is described as tcmfic, the 
miter ascontog to tho henrens and ciUngaishing tho stars 1 At 
last tho hridgo mis com|Jetc<] tho vast anmes marched over it the 
conntry ima conquered, and tho bcaateoas Seda restored to tho arms 
of her devoted IotsL 

"Aow tieso rods nro pari of thoso brooght from ibe Himalayas 
and haro remained piled upon coch other inst ns thy wore set dtn*T» 
by tho monkeys { for this ccnmlir being half miy ft sms hero that 
tm relay mis ostxibliahcd, and, srhen tho hridgo sms complelcd, thrw 
remained, not being rtqnlrod. To proro (ho trntii of what I larr 
Old (and may Bhngmin gmnt that no ono doabt it!) I most tfU 
yiya tliat remains of tho bndge or© tuiUo to this day Many pd 
grims with whom I havo conversed, who had been to Kanlwniio 
declared that they had gone m boats along tho side of tin* bn Jge 
traced it by the points of rocks appearing aboro tho water almoal la 
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a direct line from one land to tlie otlier, Tvitli here and there a smal 
island ivhere the ■waves have not heen ahle to make an impression ^ 
that fnithei, heaps of rocks similar to these are met "with m vanons 
parts between here and Ramisseram, which no doubt were not re- " 
qnired , and yon ■will remark ■that m no other part of the conntiy 
north of this do any similar ones appear There cannot, therefoie, 
he a stronger proof of the truth of onr ancient rehgion than theso- 
hardened witnesses, which ■wall last to the end of the world, to tho 
confusion of all nnhehevers and sceptics ” 

“ Mashalla ' ” said I , “it is a wonderful stoiy, and ■true enough, 
for I have heard of the bridge myself We Moshms have it, thak 
Baba Adam, who was placed by Alla m ■the paradise of Serendeeb, 
which is Lanka, got tued one day of his confinement to so small an 
island, and seemg the mainland at a distance, made the bridge by 
thro^wmg monntams mto the sea, each at seven coss distance, ■to get 
there When it was completed, he easily stepped from one to tlie 
nthei, and so gamed ■the land, but this action displeased Alla, who 
soon afterwards ejected Inm from •the paradise, and man has been a 
wanderer ever smce ” 

“ Tes,” said Bhndrmath ; “ but is not my story the most probable, 
especially when yon see all these rocks piled np m so extraordinary 
a manner, as if m loads P Why, if a man wanted to carry a heap of 
stones, he would pile them up in the same way, and see, these aie 
m separate heaps, just as they were laid down, some large, some- 
small, accordmg, no doubt, to the strength of the parties who bore 
them ” 

“Alla ke Qoodmt,” exclaimed I, — “it is the power of God 
Mashalla ' they were great monkeys ' It is well we have none of 
them nowadays, or they would pelt us out of ■the land ” 


CHAPTER XIY. 

sow AMEER ALI ARRIVED AT HYDERABAD 

We passed the -village of IJl^wul, its white pagoda peeping from 
among groves of tamarmd and mango ■trees, and its laige tank now 
ghstcning m the i*ays of the sun , and pursumg oui ■« ay, we saw 
on passmg a ridge of rocks, the camp of the army at the far-famed 
Hoosam Sagor, or, as it is more often called, Secunderabad Tho- 
tents of the English force ghttered m the bright sun, and behind 
them lay a vast sheet of blue water 

We had heard much of this lake from many persons on our- 
journoy, and as we passed it a strong breeze had arisen, and tho- 
surface ivas curled into thousands of waves, whose white crests, as- 
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ihey broie, Bporkled lito diianonda, oud threw thar spray mto crar 
£ec« as they dashed ogtmiat iho Btonoworl. of tho ombankment. 
gtood a long tune gnxmg npon the benatiihl prospect, 60 new to ni 
fdl, and wondemig wh^er the sco, of which we had heard so njneh, 
ootJd be anything like what was before n*. I ham unco then 
aahib, twioe seen the gotu I need not attempt to desoribo it for yon 
have sailod orer it but when I aaw it first, mothonghtl conld harp 
fallen down and worshipped it, it eppoared so illiinitaiblc, it* edge 
touching as it were tho hoaTens, and ipread out mto on expanso 
which the ntm o at stretch of my imagmation could not oompASs,— o 
fit type, I thought, of tho God of all peoplo, whom ovory one tti?nW 
on while the noerie roar of tho wnvua a* they rolled on, moxmtam 
after mountain and broke m angiy foiy against the shon? seuzned 
to be a voice of Omnipotence which oonld not laU to awaken emo 
-tiona of awe and dread in tho most caHon* and UDoheorvant I 

We paa»od tho embankment of tln> tank- As yet wo hod *ccn 
TioUnty of the cAj hut there waa a ndge not for ofi^ and a* wo a»- 
etmdofxt I could no lonOT control my impatience I spurred my 
horsoy and boforo I reeled tho top shut my eyes, that whatorcr 
was boforo mo might buiat upon my view at once. 

hfy horsd slackened his pace when ho roachod tho top, and allow j 
mg mm to go on 5 few «to^ I opened my eyw, and gh^n* indeec 
was the prospect before mo. 

Beneath lay Hyderahod, tho object of many 0 conjecture of manj 
•nn ardent desiro to reach it — the fir»t city of tho Dukhan, joitlj 
colebmtod throughout tho countries I hod passed- I hod imagined 
it, like every other I h^d seen, to bo m tho mldit of a plain, ana that 
nH that would bo viriblo of it would bo hero and tncpo o miunrct 
rising out of largo grorcs of tree* bat Hyderabad presented a differ 
ent aspect. 

I stood on tho cro*t of a gcntlo ilopc, which to my nght hand 
was broken at some dtstanco by roc 3 ^ lulls, and to tho left appeared 
grudnfllly to descend into a plain, wnich strotched away olmost nn 
intcrmpicdly to tho honron- Before mo on tho gcntlo n*o of Uto 
valloy, and bcyTJiid where I suppoted o nrer to be lay tho aty its 
-whito tcrmced houses gleaming brightlrm tho sunlight from amiUl 
what seemed to mo ot tho dStance almost a forrrt of trees. Tie 
Char '^nnnr and Jfecca Jluijid rose proudly from tho ma of 
hulUmg* by which ther wtro surrouMcd and hero and there 0 
-whito aome with its bright gilt spue marked the tomb of some 
favounto or holy samt whllo mnallcr mosques, I might say 
in bunieds, were known by their slendeT whito minarets. 

BOTond tlio aty pom another connected chain of rocky hni< nhiro 
nm oJong until they met Ihoso on the right hand and shut in lh« 
'Talley on that side Tho city seemed to bo of iromm o citcnl t wt 
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-valnjible, and IkncnrnotthoirTrorth nor hive Tveoa yet opened Ibo 
Leles -wo 'mU do bo to-morro w morning and na*ort them wo •mil 
then go mto the city to the shops ctf the sahontars, and inquire for 
tirtidea wimilsr to them, find out thedr pnces, and hy this rnmnw bo 
-enabled to tTilae our own. Were wo to offer tbpm m jgnoronoe of 
their market pnces, ire might be suspected j and though wo mar 
not get what they are intmmcalTy wor^ -wo shall no doubt bo able 
to sell the whole for a handsome sum. 

I agreed -with hnu perfectly and the next morning wo set to 
work to open the boles. 

Them contents -were indeed costly — brocadot, cloth of gold, fine 
•muslin scarves, also wov en •with gold and silver pattonis, p&m mus- 
Ims, and a few shawls, besides flno cloths of different kinds for 
■wearing apparel, and larees with silk and tissue borders, the latter 
from the looms of Nogpoor These, and the jewels m our possos- 
bhm, when laid out end assorted, made a display on which itd 
feasted our eyes for some time, wondering at motr magnificonco i 
after I had inado an mventory of the wholo, roy father and myself 
attired in bandscime clothes and mounted on the best of our horws, 
attended by a few of the men, took our way into the city 

Oroesmg orer an old but maanvo bndgeu bolow wha^ nm the 
TiTer now a shallow stream, we entered by the gsto ot tho bead of 
it, and mqnmjig our way wont direct to tho ehowko or market* 
place, where we trusted wo should find goods exposed for hiIo 
similar to our own. Tho streets wtro narrow and dirty and tho 
intenor of tho aty ocrtainly did not answer tho expectations wo 
had formed &om its outatdo and distant appcanmcoi still there 
were ondant tokens of its •wealth in the nnmlxTs of elephants, on 
tho hacks of which, in canopied umbarai, sot noblemen or cenUo 
men, attended by their armed rctainrra. Crowds of wcll-arcs^ 
poisons paraded the streets, and as tho festival of tho hlohornm bod 
just commenced, cncs of “Ilassaal Ilooicinl Doolal Dccnl Dccal” 
and a thousand others fiimfUar to us resounded on every tide 

Wo made our way as ■well as wo coold tbroogh the throng and 
our attendants were often obliged to dear us a passage •nhiw ex 
posed them to tho jeers and abuse of Ibo mnltitudc as thy" wero 
recognised as stmngeni from their dress and language Onco or 
twice I observed a liand laid on a sword by some n^poctablo person 
who bad been jostled or ponbed onr men an I heard a tlrep 
ihreafc muttered j but wo managed to get abng and at lendh cam 
to a broader street, where tho crowd -was less dense; and nero ih^t 
noWo building tho Char ilmnr bant at once upon our Tiew 

« How grand! I exclaimed, sloTOing raj horro and Ijobing op 

to tho huge minarets, Trluch seemed to ^icrco tho cloadi; to 
this alone is •worth a journey from DchU.' 
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The minarets formed the four comers of the hnildmg, and from 
them sprang immense arches which supported a roof, upon the top 
of which a small mosque was built It did not look capable of 
Bupportmg the immense weight of the whole, and yet it had stood 
for centuries, and the fabric was unimpaired 

“ It IS the hour of prayer,” said my father, mterruptmg my gaze, 
“ and hark * the muezzin calls from the Mecca mosque , thither we 
^ylll now proceed, and afterwards transact our busmess ” 

I followed him, and passmg by the Char Mmar, we turned up a 
street to our right, and stopped our horses at the gate of the mosque 
A feehng of awe mingled with admiration came over me as we 
entered the court-yard and advanced along a raised causeway to the 
foot of a flight of steps which led up to the mterior On either 
side of us were the graves of prmces and nobles, many of them of 
elegant forms and richly carved , but the building itself engrossed 
my entire admiration Five lofty and wide arches opened to view 
the interior of the edifice, where an equal number appeared m 
depth , and where the arches met, the eye was perplexed by the 
innumerable pomts and ornaments, which, runnmg mto each other, 
completed a roof of exquisite design and workmanship To add to 
its beauty, the whole was of stone, carefully smoothed, whereas the 
Char Minar and the other buildmgs I had as yet seen were of stucco 
But I had httletime to observe more, the sonorous and melancholy 
call of the muezzin had ended, and the few attendants for the after- 
noon prayer had spread them carpets and commenced them devotions 
We jomed them, and kneehng on our outspread waistbands, went 
through the usual forms, while the low murmur of the prayers of 
all ascended to the fretted roof and added to the solemmty of the 
scene 

To the majority of those present there was, perhaps, nothmg new 
or uncommon , but I, who had escaped the dangers of our journey 
and those attendant on our profession, felt that it went to my heart , 
and, murderer as I was, though not as yet callous, I was softened, 
and my tears flowed fast as I repeated the words of prayer, and the 
impressive language of the blessed Koran m winch they were 
couched 

The ceremony concluded, we rose, and though I was well dis- 
posed to huger m the sacred edifice and observe more of its beauties, 
my father hurried me away, and we returned to the Char Minar 
“ Here,” said my father, “ those useful logues the dullals are to 
bo met with They will try to cheat us, no doubt, as it is them 
trade , but as v e are not purchasers, we may avail ourselves of 
their aid to find out the houses of the merchants who deal in our 
articles, and it may bo that the fellow we fix on will be mteUigent 
and assist us to dispose of oui property ” 
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"We stored on reacltmg the bnilding the Iottct pert of winch 
■waa Badly iaflgnred by nnmberB of wretchod but* and alalia, where- 
vendor* of vegetable* and Bweetmeals aat, and aorrod ont thetr 
gooda to the pasaera-by IEt father calling to % dectmt-bokW 
yoni^ Hindoo, of mioUigtmfc countommcc, aaked him wheroho 
conid meet with a dnHal, oa ho wna a etnuiger in the afy and 
wiahed to are aomo clothes and other gooda^ which ho did not knorr 
where to find- 


I amoneatyoxrraemco,nobloair horopbod “ondlknowwcll 
the nchest warManses, and can lend yon to any yon wiah i and, 
added he, there la not ct aahonlair or dealer m tho city who will 
not readily give yotir poor aervaat, Mohan Doa, n character for 
fohne^ and tmatworthme**." 

“ Ton had hotter not say nmeh of your good onabhes tiH they 
have been proved, aaid father ^ yoar tribo noa not tbo best 
repntnticjTi oa theeo pointa,” 

Ah, aaid tho man, hrrd i* well awnro of what (aloa *hnt 
I ahonU aay it !) the mi^onty of oar tribe ore a rad sot noverthes 
Im, hia alaro will not be fenind to bo hto them, for hanog began 
by being honest, bo has not found it worth bia whDo to bo ot&rw 


wise 

** That la as sneh oa to aay yon wonbl bo dtabooMt if it snitctl 
yonr interwta,'’ said I “ W come, tho doy wean fort and wo ton 
oniKma to bo out of this crowd boforo 

The fellow guTo mo a knowing look, accompanied by a ahrag of 
hiB idioalder*, which conid not bo mutakon what I b^ aaid bad 
proved to bun that wo wero on onr gnard. 

” "What dcactipbon of goods may yon bo in search of ? aaid ho j 
' any may bo proo n red, from tho ahawla of Caahmero and brocades 
of Benares to the meanert article 

“Bonoro* fabrics arc what wo require ” said I j ft few handiiotne 
roomals ond dopattas, and o turban or two, to adorn onrselrcs for 
tho muuitor a durbar ” 

Ton rimtl aco them,” said tho doUal, girdiag lus ibawl about 
bn wTust. “ Now follow me and keep a good oyo on me l«t yon 
fps o mo in tho c ro wd.** And so aoyb^ bo descended the afeps of 
tho building and Icdna along aomo of tho pnnapal atrerla, till ho 
dived into an otecuro nllcy and stopped at tho door of a bow 
which certainly promivjd nothing from its exfenor 

“ A vciT unsatisfoctory acondt wo ahonld bavo b.vl ** raid wt 

father; had wo endeftroared to find out o merchant oanclvct, it 

is well wo took thii frllow with u» 

“These morebanta, I hare heard, usually dioo<e tlu-w secJaJ^I 
places on aeconnt of their sccunty replied my father “It wow 1 
not do in n lawless place like this to npoio goods for rsle a« thrv 
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do in otter cities But tliey are "well known, and easily found out 
by strangers if they apply to the dullals as we have done ” 

We were ushered into the interior of the house, and were received 
by a large fat man, the very counterpart of the sahoukar I had 
kiUed 1 started mvoluntarily at the resemblance, but soon re- 
covering myself, and assured by his civihty, I seated myself, as 
did also my father, and we quickly entered on the object of our visit 
One by one bales were opened and their contents spread before 
us The sahoukar’s stock seemed to be interminable and of great 
value We selected several articles, and mquinng the prices of 
those which we inspected, of which I made memoranda, we de- 
sired them to be kept for us, saying that we would call the next 
day with money to pay for them The sahoukar pressed us to take 
them -with us, and the dullal offered his secuiity for us , but for 
obvious reasons we declined, and took our leave of the merchant 
The dullal accompamed us as far as the Char Minar, where my 
father, shpping a piece of money mto his hands for his trouble, told 
him we now knew our way home, and bid him come early m the 
mommg to the karwan and inquire for the house of Bugonath das 
Sahoukar, where he would get tidings of us 

“ So'far I am satisfied,” said my father, “our goods, as you will 
have observed, are equal m quality to those we saw, and by the 
prices afiBixed to them we have a good earnest of a large sum of 
money, if we can only dispose of them, a matter I apprehend of no 
difficulty if properly managed ” 

The next mommg came the dullal 

“ Canst thou be secret P” asked my father at once, and throwing 
him a couple of rupees The fellow started and trembled 

“ If such IS my lord’s will,” said he, his teeth almost chattering 
with fear, “ I can, but I am a poor man, a very moffensive man I 
am my lord’s slave, and mb my nose on his feet,” cried he at las^ 
fairly throwing himself on the ground, and rubbmg his forehead 
agamst the ground, as he saw my father’s brow contractmg, and his 
face assuming an expression of anger at the evident suspicion which 
the man had of us 

“ Why,” cried my father, as the feUow lay on the floor whimper- 
mg, “ what IS this f what chicken-hearted son of a vile woman art 
thouP In the name of Alla get up ' Because a man who, Inshalla* 
IS somebody, asks thee whether thou canst be secret, must thou of 
necessity thank thou art going to have thy throat cut ? ” 

“ Do not talk of it,” cried the wretch, shuttmg his eyes and 
shuddermg “ I am a poor man and a miserable Hmdoo , what 
would my lord get by cuttmg my throat? ” 

“Hay,” said my father, “this is beyond hearmg , the fellow has 
not the soul of a flea Kick hi-m out mto the street, and beat him 

K 
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on tbo month Tnth ft clipper there are plcn^ of doHali to bo foond 
beeid® hini. 

Pardon, noble bitI" cnod the follow — tbe menhon of hifl trad© 
loading hnn to ftnppoae that to wm required m tho vray of hia call 
mg — ** pardon my fooLalmet*. My lord i tbreotemng a'lpoct torocd 
my liver into wnter but now tli^ lie Bmile« ogam, I am aatorcd 
that no harm u meant. 

Harm I Bnrely not to incb n wretch an thou ^ said my ftUhrr 
“ but ginco thou art inclmed to Iieten to rauon, *it down, ond hear 
what Tve have to tav to theo. 

I can bo aecrot,* cned the dollol lot my lord Bpook,” 

It will fare badly with Ihoo if tbon art not, said my father 
•gam looking gnmly at him bnt listen. I om a ujcrcbant I 
have never been at this otyboforn; but hcnnng at X)c[ili that on 
mveBtment of Tolonbla good*, such os wo saw yo*tenlav wns liLclr 
to Bell web, hort, I hare brought on© down with mo I know not 
tho Rolling pnocB here, and iherotoro engaged tbeo to chow mo Romo 
good% that I might be able to regulate tbo kJo of my own. Isow 
canat thou manago it for mo P 

Sorely Buroly " «ftid tho follow In delight, nofhfngM mon? 

My lord nriW not of oonrso forgot my perquisite© on ibo wJo P 
** Thou eliftlt haro five rupee* in every bnndrtd s worth diipoBcd 
of Mid my father wilHlii* content tbeo P" 

It 15 a pnneoly otTcr and worthy of my lord * generosity ” mid 
the dnllaL Might I bo pormillcd to boo the poods P 

It 15 npcoBsnry that yon Bbonid »eo them and hero Ih^ on 
rojoinod my father and bo opened the door of tbo room wliorothey 
TTcro and ono by one displays tho content© of tho halc-t, 

Thii 18 indeed o nch stock, said the dnllal j yon may bo able 
to poll mostot tho cloths, hot I question whether tbo whole without 
yon intend to rcinam hero eomo liroo 

That depends qpon circumstances over which I liavOno control,” 
Bfiid my father if I cannot ecU them all here I ahall taVo wbst 
remains to Poonah 

^\ell mid tho man, if I nm pcmiitlrd, I will make memo* 
ran la of oil that there fs here ami m the conrso r f tr>.hn rrow wiH 
let Toa know what can bo done 1 cannot do bo earlier for I stall 
have to vi it nil tho dealers 

“ Do wliat yon think Ix-st said my father and hm* are tea n) 
pecs for TOOT expenses. Now begone and let me pk ytm apTun at 
this time to-moTTOW 

The ftllow made Tiwny talams and took hJs leave 
“ Did you ever see m» pitiful a wretch P ift'd my fotl rr ” ^ "t 
two conries I would hive straDglcJ Imn on the fpjt to pal an raJ 
to ao di*gracofnl a coward.” 
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“Let lum pass,” said I, “lie is but a Hmdoo, and not -wortb 
tliinking of But you are not going to let lum off "svitb all the money 
you have promised hun P ” 

“ Of course not,” replied my father, “you understand I suppose 
■svhat is to be done P” 

“ Perfectly,” said I , “ leave him to me ” 

I Tvent to Zora, my oivn gentle Zora She had been speaking 
much of visiting her kmdred, and though I had put hei off as u^eU 
as I could since we arrived, I saur with concci n that I had no longer 
any pretest for detaining her I could have fled with her — I thmk 
I could Such was the intensity of my love for her, that, had I had 
the courage to speak of flight and she had agreed to accompany me, 
I veiuly believe I should have forsaken father, associates, and pro- 
fession, and committed myselt to the uoild 

And if I had, said the Thug, musmg, should I have been worse off 
than I am now ? should I evci have wona these disgi aceful fetters ? 
have ever doomed myself to perpetual imprisonment and a state of 
existence which I would to heaven were ended, and should be ended, 
but that I have (and I curse myself for it ’) a mean, base, ay, cow- 
ardly hngermg for life > Salub, I tell yon it would have been well 
foi me had I then fled, — fled fiom guilt and crime, mto which I 
daily plunged deeper "^ith my soldierlike figure, my address, my 
skill in the use of arms, I might have gained honouiable service, I 
might have led aimies, or have met a soldier’s death on some battle 
field * But it was not so written , it was not my fate, and I am 
what I am, — a curse to myself, and to all with whom I have ever 
been connected 

Zora ’ she thought not of my anxiety , all she hoped for, cared 
for now, was to see her mother and hei sister She assailed me with 
importunities that I would send her, and assured me that she would 
not be long absent, but go to them she must, — they would so re]oice 
to see her again, and would welcome me as her deliverer After 
seeing them she would return to me, and we should never again be 
parted 

“ Alas ^ ” I said, “ my Zora, you know not what you ask Do you 
thmk that those chaims are of no value to your mother and sister ? 
You have owned to me that you aie far more beautiful and attrac- 
tive than any of those you are connected with In your absence 
they will have sunk mto obscurily, and they will had yOur return as 
the earnest of more wealth and more distmction ” 

“ Hay, these are cruel words, my beloved,” she replied, “you 
well know that I have never deceived you, and that, as true as tliat 
I bieathe, my soul is yours for ever So let me go, I pray you, 
and m a few houi’s I shall be again with you, and piessed to your 
honoured bieast ” 
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Be it BO Boad I ladlr for thoogli I hardlj dared think it, I 
felt as if this was onr poruDjj for orer Go then and if jon re- 
tnrn not, I mil come to yon by the evanin^ ” 

A corered lenana cart mia easily hired and the driver soemiTig 
perfectly to understand irhero she wished to ^ she stopped joyfhlly 
into it, attended by her old BerTaiit, and mtn two of my non to 
tend her she left ma. 

They soon refcnmed, bnt they knew nothing save that there was 
prcat joy m the honse when her relatives saw her Towards cron 
inplooodd no longuroontrolmy impatience and taking ono of thorn 
with me, I monnt^ my horse and rode to her house. 

It wns situated noerly opposite a fountain, which is in tho centro 
of the s tr eet bolow the Ohar Ifinar and I hod passed it the day be- 
fore. I was easily admitted and oh I what joy was evinced when 
I entered the room whore Zom, her sister and mother wore seated 1 
“ Ho is come I ” cned mr poor pirl, and sho nuhed into my arms 
She stramod me to her Droost for on instant, and then holdmg mo 
from her “ Look, mother I she cned “ look on him j is ho not as 
I said P IB he not os bcantifnl and brave P ** 

The old lady approached mo and powing Lor bonds oror my 
face crackod her knucklos and every joint of her flogers by press- 
ing the backs of bor hands against her temple*, wbOo tbo tcors 
ran down bor chocks this the did as often as there was a jomi to 
cmek { aad then sho canght me in her arms and hnggtd mo, oiying 
at the Eomo tuno Iiko a c^d. 

Tho sister roceivod mo, I thought, rather coldly Had I been 
leas handsome porhyia, sho would have boon more cordial she 
did not scorn to liko Zora s having so handsome a lover 

“lEay tho blessinp of tho Prophet and tho twelve Imams bo on 
yon and yonr posten^ ! ” cned tho old lady when sho had recoverod 
broth to speak- ** iCay tho prucious Alla keep vou in His protcc 
tion, and may tho lady hlnnam and tbo holy ^lonla ah bless you I 
Ton bavo mado a dcsolato hooso fall again, and have changcil onr 
weeping to joy What can I say more P bo conld have thought 
it was onr Zor& when a cart stopped at tho door P Zonatbeo was 
just saying that it was that nlo viTctch Snkcena come to pretend 
condolence while fn reality sho rejoiced nt onr misfortanc which 
left her withont a nvnl { and I wns saymr— no matter what I was 
naymg— when wo hrani a taint cry as ii of astonishment and n 
bustle and wo did not know what to think when in rnshcil our 
lost ZoTO, our pcorl, oqr dmmrradi aad then I Uiought my old 
h«rt would break with joy for my lirer sectnrd to bo mrlted; 
and I bfiTO doao nothing sidco ifeer Fahib but sit opposite to hn* 
and stroke her face with tty hands, and gst j into her ryes, to ns- 
Bore myself that I am not mistaken. InsIiaUi 1 to-morrow 1 will 
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send five rupees to every sin me m tlie city, and distribute sweet- 
meats to fifty beggars m tbe name of the Imam Zamm , besides, 
I will liave a tazca made, and "will no longer wear these monrnmg 
garments All ’ !Meer Saliib, if yon know bow I have sat day 
aftei day, and wept till I am reduced to a mere shadow of what 
I was * and all my friends tried to console me, but m vam, I would 
not be comforted ” And her tears flowed afresh at the recollection 

What the old lady was befoie her giief commenced, I cannot 
pietend to say , but m her present plight she appeared the fattest 
woman I had ever looked upon She could now talk , she rolled 
from side to side when she stirred, and lifted her feet as an ele- 
phant would do among a dense crowd of people It was painful to 
see her in her tight trowsers , at every movement she made, especially 
when she sat down, they appeared about to spht, and let out a 
mass of flesh jwhich was in rebefiion ag amst its confi nemeut She 
ought"fdTiaveworn~arpetticoat7Tiut no, the old lady had hei 
vamty, and stdl prided herself on the beauty of her hmbs, which I 
heard afterwards had really been strikmgly symmetrical m her 
youth 

We sat conversmg and relating our adventures, xmtil the everong 
fell, and I spread my carpet for prayer 

“Ah, he IS a good syud,” said the old woman, “ I hke to see 
the young fond of their devotions, but it is ever thus with the 
noble race fiom Hindostan ” 

I was preparing to take my departure, when they one and all 
cned out against it “ What ’ leave our house before you have 
broken bread and drunk water with us?” It was not to be 
thought of, — ^I must stay dinner was prepared , they were just 
on tbe pomt of sendmg for me when I came, and above all it was 
the nmth day of the Mohorum, and I must stay, were it but to see 
the procession of the Hal Sahib That sacred relic, one of the 
shoes of the horse the blessed Prophet rode when he fled to Medma, 
would be carried m grand procession, and I should never have a 
chance of seemg the like agam These reasons, and many implor- 
mg looks from Zora, made me speedily determme , so sendmg 
away my horse and the man, with a message to my father to say 
I should not return, I gave myself up to a night of enjoyment, such 
as I httle expected when I parted with Zora in the moinmg 

The dinner was excellent, and the old lady’s cooking unexcep- 
tionable There were all sorts of curries, with but a mouthful m 
each little cup, but still sufficient of each to leave an exquisite 
flavour m the mouth, only to be replaced by another surpassmg 
it — pilaus of various kmds, and sweetmeats — and, to crown all, 
some dehcious wme of the infidels called the Prancees, which the 
old lady pronounced not to be wme, but sherbet, and allowed to 
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tto Hutoor Tinny^lf, tlie groat Sifcnndor Jot, It cortninly ttos 
very delicicras, and elevat^ tho spirits. At tho end, after tnJang 
a irluff or two, she corcfolly 'wipoa tho montb-piocc, and presented 
me with her own hookah, the fragrance of which was beyond that of 
ambergris or musk. I was m pandiso I I was intensely happy 1 
Ton hare heard me smg said Zom to mo, “ when I was in 
captivity and after tho fabgaei of tniTel in our httlo tent, whem 
there was no soopo for my voice now mr heart is gind and bound 
mg and you shall hear mo eguin — may tho Prophet pardon me for 
Binging Coring tho llohommi — and yon shall say wnich you liko 
best ; my sister ihall accompany me till I am tired, and I will then 
accompany her " 

A aannehoo was breast Zenat tuned it, and taking tho bow 
played a snort proludo. It waa one to tho most entrancing eonnds 
I Imd over heard. Zorn snrposecd all her former attempts, it was 
raviabmg to listen to her j and her sistor who was a perfect mlstrcM 
of the matmmont (a rtrongo thing for a woman) gave it its fall 
force of mclodr and expression- kou know Sahib, bow nearly it 
accords to the hnman, voice end now as accoronanimcnt and song 
rose and foil together it appeared as though two of tbo nchwt, 
fullest voices were pounug forth strauu such as angels might hare 
coTuo down from the skies to hear 

Bat at bist tho notso of drams and shouting outsulo beeamo so 
great, that both garo up la despair 

A plaguo on tlicm all said sho and I m such x'oico that 
I could liavo sung to you all night I And have I snug well P ” 

Ay have you said I but methinks the firvl long yon ever 
sung to mo at tho palaco m OomcrLhcr will dwell longer ou my 
memory than any I liavo heard slnco. 

^yaAlIal” exclaimed Zennt, who liaJ morod to tho window 
” was there ever a sight so mognificcDtl Como and sco tu jklss 
mg fast, and will bo soon out of sighL** 

CnATIEtl \V 

Bcmsa ronrn now isrcce sti srrvos the xmi rioirr or mr 
uonoBcv, AND HOT Qc losts nil ni n J3S 

ZrvAT s cickimaliin drvw ns to the mnlow Qairk I nh.* 
hud, “look ont or you will li u tho sight they are rvni n »w 
pa ,ng the Clnr Minsr " 

Wo di I look oQt,Bn 1 the sight was In Irvtl mnwnnent ^ I 
of some hundreds of p-opl non esr. ftjng a pnujih thit h Ir 
symbol of our faith mo t of th m were snn 1 an I (It r nal.i. 1 
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■weapons gleamed brightly m the light of numberless torches -which 
•were elevated on lofty bamboos , others boie aftab-geers, made of 
silver and gold tmsel, "with deep frmges of the same, -which ghtteied 
and sparkled as they vi^ere -waved to and fro by the movements of 
those -who earned them But the object the most stnking of all 
-was the Char hiinar itself, as the procession passed nndei it , the 
hght of the torches illnmmated it from top to bottom, and my gaze 
■n'as riveted, as though it had suddenly and staitlingly sprung mto 
existence 

The piocession passed on, and all once more relapsed mto gloom 
the Char Jilinar was no longer -visible to the eye, dazzled as it had 
been by the hghts, but as it became moie accustomed to the daik- 
ness, the building gradually revealed itself, dim and shadowy, its 
huge white surface looking like a sp ectre , or I could fancy like 
one of the mystenous mhabitants of The air whom, we aie told, 
Suleeman-ibn-T)aood and other sages had under their command, 
and weie thus enabled to describe Again, as we gazed, another 
procession would pass rapidly, and a sudden flash as of hghtmng 
would cause the same efiect , mtenor and exterior of the edifice 
were as bright, far brighter they seemed, than at noonday 

I was eniaptuied Zenat had left us to ourselves, and we sat, my 
arm around my beloved, while she nestled close to me, and we mur- 
muied to each other those vows of love which hearts like ouis could 
alone frame and give utterance to 

Long did we sit thus Sahib, I know not how long — the hours 
fled like moments 

“ Look ' ” cncd Zora, “ look at that mighty gathering in the street 
below ns, they aie now lightmg the torches, and the piocession of 
the Nal Sahib -will piesently come forth ” 

I had not obsei ved it, though I had heard the hum of voices , the 
gloom of the stieet had hitherto prevented my distinguishmg any- 
thing , but as torch after torch was hghted and raised aloft on im- 
mense poles, the sea of human heads levealed itself There were 
thousands The street was so packed from side to side, that to move 
nas impossible, the mass "was closely wedged together, and nc 
V aited impatiently for the time when it should be put m motion, 
to make the torn of the city 

One by one the processions we had seen pass before us ranged 
themselves m front, and as they joined together, -uho can describe 
the splendoni of the ellcct of the thousands of toichcs, the thousands 
ot aftab geois, of flags and pennons of all desciiptions, the Imndicds 
of elephants, gaily c<ipniasoned, bearing on then backs their noble 
OMTicis, clad in the iichcst appaiel, attended by then armed rctain- 
eis and spcaimen, some station iiy, others monngtoand fro, amidst 
the last mass of human bcmrrs ' 

O 
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OnB ©lepluint m partxotilar I remarked, — 0 noblo animal, bcnnnp 
Q large axlver TimbaiTi, m ■which sat fcnrr boy*, donblleea the sons of 
gome noblaman from the inrmbor of atlcmdant* which sorronndcd 
them. The animal wus (mdontly much excited, whether by the 
noise, thelighta, and the crowd or whether he wa* “ mttrf ” I cannot 
Bay bat the mahont teemed to hero great dilEealty in keeping him 
qmet, ond often do^ hia nnkoo* into the brnto s head inth great 
lorco, which made him lift his trank into the air and bellow with 
pain, t saw the mahont was enraged, end, from tho gesture* of 
gome of the porion* near could gness that thoy were odming him to 
be gentle bnt the anmial become more rcetivo, and I feared there 
wonld be some aemdont, os tho mahont only pomshed him tho more 
severely At lost, hy some nnhioky ohonce, tho biasing part of 
a torch foU from the polo npon whioh It was nusod on tho elephant s 
back he screamed ont with the snddon pom, raising his trank, 
rushed mto tho crowd. 

Yd, Alla, what a sj^t It wnsl Handreds as they rninly <?n 
dcavonrod to got out or tho way only wedged tliomsolves closer to- 
gether shnola and screams rent the air { bnt tho most fcorfnl sight 
was when tho maddened beast, noable to moke his way tlirongh the 
pros, setiod on an anfortnaato wretch Iw tho waist witli his tmnk, 
and whirling him high in tho air dashed him ogamst tho ^rotind 
and then knoolmg down crashed him to ft mammy witli his tasks. 
Inrolantarily I ttmiod away my head tho sight was sickening and 
it was just under ma 

"When I looked ogam, the bralo apnarcnlly satisfied, sros stand 
fngqa/otly and immodiatoly aftorwards was anrmawnyf tlio body 
of tho an/ortnnato man was carried off and drpoiitcd in a neighbour 
mg shop ond all ogoln bccamo qaiot. 

All at once tho mnltitado broke out into dcnfining nhonts of 

Hasson 1 Hoo^ein f Dccn I Dccn I tho hoarse roar of which was 
mingled with tho booting of immonso naijoro'* Tl'o noand was 
deafening yet most imprcssiroi tho mnltitndo boenmo agitatnl 
every faco was at onco turned towards the portal from which ihu 
sacred rrlie was about to isroe and it camo f rth in onoUicr in fant 
amidst the sodden blaze of a thoosnnd bloc lights. I tnrnol myrro 
to tho Ciiar 3finar If it had looked bnilinnt tho torch ngnf 
how ranch moro so did it now! Tho palo solphan as plare caa c<l 
its whito sorfcco to glitter liko silver high tn tlio air the white 
minarets glramed with inteu«o Lnghtness; and, as it si >o<l oat 
opninst tho deep blae of the skr U sornird to be a saJ Icn cn'nti n 
of the gonil—xo grand, so nncrtrthly— while the namVrlMs fnrehm 
OTcrpowrrrd br the sapmer hnghtness of the fin work^ gave a ilira 
and Innd light (hrongh their smoke which as there «as not a breath 
of wbd, hong over them. 
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All at once a numbeiless flight of rockets from the top of the 
Char Mmar sprang hissing into the sky, and at an immense height, 
far above the tops of the minaiets, bmst almost simnltaneonsly, and 
descended in a shower of biilliant bine balls There was a breathless 
silence for a moment, as eveiy eye was upturned to watch their de- 
scent, for the eflect was overpowering But agam the shouts arose, 
the multitude swayed to and fro like the waves of a troubled sea , 
every one turned towards the Char Minar, and m a few mstants the 
living mass was in motion 

It moved slowly at fiist, but the pressure fiom behmd was so great 
that those m front were obliged to run, gradually, however, the 
mighty tide flowed along at a more measured pace, and it seemed 
endless Host after host poured through the narrow street, men of 
all countries, most of them bearmg naked weapons which flashed m 
the toich-light, were ranged m ranks, shouting the cries of the faith , 
others in the garbs of fakccis chanted wild hymns of the death of 
the blessed maityrs , others agamm fantastic dresses formed them- 
selves into groups, and, as they ran rather than walked along, per- 
formed strange and uncouth antics , some were pamted from head 
to foot -with different colours , othera had hung beUs to their ankles, 
shoulders, and elbows, winch jangled as they walked or danced , here 
and there would be seen a man pamted like a tigei, a rope passed 
round his waist, which was held by three or four otheis, while the 
tiger made desperate leaps and charges mto the crowd, which were 
received with shouts of merriment 

/ Some agam were dressed m sheepskins, to mutate beais , others 
were monkeys, vnth enormous tails , and they giunned and mowed 
at the crowd which surrounded them How, some nobleman would 
scatter from his elephant showers of pice or couries among the 
crowd below him , and it was fearful, though amusmg, to watch the 
eager scramble and the desperate exertions of those undermost to 
extricate themselves, — not unattended by severe bruises and hurts 
Bodies of Arabs, smgmg their wild war-songs, firing their match- 
locks m the air, and flourishing their naked swords and jumbeas, 
joined the throng, and immediately nieceded the holyrehc, which at 
last came up 

It was canned on a cushion of cloth of gold, covered by a small 
canopy of silver tissue , the canopy and its deep silver fringes ght- 
termg m the blaze of innumerable torches MooUas dressed m long 
robes walked slowly before, smgmg the Moonakib and the Murceas 
Men waved enormous chourees of the feathers of peacocks’ tails, m- 
cense burned on the platform of the canopy and sent up its fragrant 
sloud of smoke, and handfuls of the sweet nbeer were showered upon 
the cushion by all who could by any means or exertions get near 
enough to reach it 
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Gradnally nnd ilo^dy the whole pmsed by Who can describe Ilf 
inaffiuficeiico ? Saoh a »c«io miut bo scon to bo folt ! I my fell, 
sahib, for who oould boo a migh^ multitude lilrii fKnt, collcetod for a 
holy pnrposo with ono heart, one sod, without emotion P Uours we 
sat there gaimg on the spectado wo scarcely epoko so abwirbed 
were we hr tho interest of tho scono below ns. At length howorcr 
the whole had nossod, and tho street was left to lonolmcss and dark 
ness tho few fonna which flitted along hero and there looked more 
like the restless spirits of a banal groand than hnmnn boings, — and 
the Silence was only now and then broken by a solitary fakcor bis 
bells tmklipg as ho hamod along to jom the great procession, tho 
roar of which was heard for and family in tho distance 

Just ns wo were abont to rotiro a namber of men formed (hem 
solrea mto n circle around a pit in which were a few lighted embers { 
but some bandies of grass wore thrown on thorn — tho light blond 
np — and drawing thoir swords they danced roimd and roand tho 
fl^ waving their weapons, while all shouted alonJ m hoarse voices 
tho names of tho hlcsArd martyrs. Tho blonng Cro in tho centre 
lighted np their wild fonns and gestures as they dnnecd, tossing 
their arms wildly mto tho air Itow they stood still, and swayed t j 
and fro, while tho fire died away and they were scarcely perceptible 
Again more fool was thrown on, tho rod blaio spmng np far abovo 
thoip heads, and their wild roand was renened with frost Spink 
Tho night was now fsr ^nt, and tho chill breeio which arose 
warned ti4 to retire. Indcod Zenatand her mother had done so long 
before, and wo were loti to outsclrco. 

Sahib ! that w»8 tho last night I passed with my beloved, and tho 
whole of oar intercourso rcmaio^ on my mcTDory like tho impres ion 
of a pleasing drenm, on which I delight oflcn to dwell, to conjure np 
tlio scenes and conversations of years pa^t and gone — years of wild 
adronlnro of trial, of sorrow and of enme 

I can pictnro to myself my Zorn as I ported from her on tlio fol 
lowing morning I can ngtun hear her protcitalions of nnaltcmhle 
love her entreaties that I woald soon return (o htr and nboTo all 
I remember lier surpassing JoTcbDc^o, and the look of angut h I 
might cnll it with which she followed mo a.a I li ft her after < nt long 
piatrioimto embrace TIk^o impressions I ^ay btill lingirou ominil 
wIiKih has been rendered callous by mme by an habitual pj>tem rf 
deception, and by my rude in!rrrt«n>r with tlie world— mv drailli 
cst enemy and thry are n frr^liing an 1 bootliintr benn n I lias p no 
wronj, toaanl her to cliargo mjbrlf wuli. I nxmed lierj rl e 1 ul 
me and I IoTe<l her too wo wanfni non ht fmt afnngir interrt or 
t> liave btnngtbinrd that cfT cti n, wlurh wfoM Irare L t 1 till 
diftth. Ilut why shnalJ I talk tlins? ^ by slioa I I n cot tI f 1 
frloa and murdtrer linger on tho d cnpti a of such rcvnn uni 




CONFUSSIONS OF A TEUG 


139 


thouglits ? Satib, I liave done witli tbem , I -will tell yon of sterner 
tlxings — of tlie farther adventnies of my life 

I retnrned to my father , he was not angry at my absence, and I 
fonnd Mohan Das, the dallal, closeted with him, and also another 
sahookar-looking person Molian Das had been emmently saccess- 
fol The sahoakar I saw was the assistant m a wealthy house, 
which had need of all oar goods, and he was come to see them be- 
fore the bargam was finally closed They were displayed to him, 
both goods and jewels , he approved of all, said he would retmn 
shortly with an ofier for them, and liavmg made a list of the whole 
he departed 

“ Now,” said Mohan Dos, “ about the price , what do you ask ?” 
“Ton know better than I do,” said my father, “therefore do you 
speak, and remember, the more they sell for the more you get ” 

“ I have not forgotten your munificence,” said the dullal, “ and 
I say at once the cloths are worth sixteen, and the jewels ten thou- 
sand rupees, but you must ask thnty thousand, — ^you will get 
twenty-five I dare say ” 

“ It IS too httle,” said my father , “they cost me nearly that sum , 
and how am I to pay my guards if I get no pi ofit ? I shall ask 
thuty-five for the whole ” 

“Well,” said the dullal, “if you do, so much the better for me , 
but mark what I say, you will get no more than my valuation , 
however, if you will irust me and leave it to my judgment, I will 
get a fair price ” 

“ I will, but recollect, twenty-five thousand is the least ” 

“ Certainly,” said the dullal, “ I go to do your bidding ” 

“ Go,” said my father , “ Alla Hafiz ' be sure y ou return quickly ” 
It was noon before he returned, but it was witha joyful face when 
he did come 

After many profound salams, he exclaimed to my father “Ton 
have indeed heen fortunate , your good destiny has gained you a 
good bargain I have got thmty thousand six hundred mpeos for 
the whole We had a long fight about it and wasted much hreath , 
but, blessed be Narayun ' your slave has been successful See, here 
is the sahoukar’s acknowledgment ” 

My father took it and pretended to read, I was near laughing 
outnglit at his gravity as he took the paper and pored ovei tho 
ciabbed Hin dce characters, of which he did not nndei’stand one, — 
noi indeed any othei , for he could neither read nor write 

“ Yes,” said he gmvely, “ it is satisfactory , how am I to be paid 
“ Tho sahoukar will aiTange that wuth you in any way you please,” 
said the dullal , “leady money or bills are equally at your service , 
but as all transactions are generally at six months’ credit., tho 
lutcicst for that time at the usual rate will be deducted ” 
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And if I tnfce bOlfl, I suppose the Interest -rnll bo oUom^d tiD 7 
reach Benares, or TvhniOTcr place I maj take them npon P 

“ Oortninly ” 

Good, oontmned my fathor * do yon attend hero •mth the 
sahonkar and ire Trill seme all abont it, and he can toko nwny the 
TTiBrnliftTiHiwfl Trbenover he pleases. 

So the dnHal departed. 

It TToa now abont the tune Tthon the toicos weroto bo hronght to 
the edge of the nror to be thrown into the water and ns the knrwnn 
■was not far from the spot, I proposed to my father to send for onr 
horses and nde thither to see the nght. 

He ogreed, the horses wero qniukly brought, and wo rode to the 
bndgo OTor which the road posses mto the oi^ Taking onr stand 
npon it, wo beheld beneath ns the ranons and motley groups m the 
b^oftibonvCT thoro wero thonsands assembled tho banks of the 
nrer and the bed woro faD — so fall it scorned as if yon might haro 
Trnlked uTOn the beads of tho mnltitndo The aftab-geers and tho 
tinsel of the Tonons taseos gbltcrcd m tho nflmtoon snn — tho ond 
less ranety of coloare of the dresses hod a cheerful and gny cflcct,— 
and, though it was nothing to tho grand appoaronco of the proces 
non at night, still it was worth lookiog at 11 k> tazoos wero bronght 
one by one, by tho ranons tnbe# or ncirtbonrhcods to which they 
bdooged, and thrown mto tho pools in tbo bed of Iho nrer for deep 
water there TTOS none but there was sufficient for tho purpose and 
os each gUttenng fabno was cost in, it wai osnileJ by handneds of 
littlo ragged nrclims, who quickly tore tho whole to pieces for tbo sake 
of the ornaments and there was many a worm contest and scramble 
OTOr these rotnains, which emted tbo langhtcr of tho byktondcTH, 

One by ono tho Tunoui grottps rctnnicd towards their homos, 
looking weaned and exhaosted for tho excitement which had kept 
them np for so many days and nights was gone In manv n ehna^ 
comer might bo seen lying fast aalciy, cn ciliaustcd wretch— his 
finery stilt hanging owat him, his ti^t coarco perhaps expended 
in a copious dc«o of bhnng which hnWng dono part of its nork in 
ciCThng him almost to mndoci-s donng the pn-ceiling night, liad 
lid him with a racking bmin, and had finally sent him into oWiT/on 
of his fstigne ond hunger 

Tboifobomm was eodcth TTc stayed on the lirnlgc till the time for 
ovemog prayer when, xvpilnng loan a Ijaecnt raosqne wo nlTt-n'd 
up onr dcTotions with tho others of the failhfnl nbo sito there 
tu-scmblcd This done I told my father I sbonhl ogam rmt /om, 
ond most likely remain at her hooM all meht hr hi I me 1 suit t > 
rrtnrn carlr In the miming on account of our hnnine j and ha\ irg 
nn raiVHl iti I ilrrartfJ 

I rode slonly throogh tho now silent and nlmoit deserted simte 
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The few persons •whom I met ■were hnrrying along to their homes, 
and had no common feelmg or interest with each other as before , 
I passed along the now well-known ti*ack, and was soon at the honse 
which held all that was most dear •to me on earth I sent np my 
name and dismo^onted , I expected the nsnal summons, and that I 
should see "that countenance I longed to behold welcommg me from 
the -wmdow I waited longer than I could assign a cause for m my 
own mind , at last my attendant returned, and as he qmtted the thresh- 
old the door was rudely shut after him, while at -the same tune the 
casements of the wmdows were both shut What was I to think of 
this ? Alas * my forebodings weie but too ]ast My a-ttendant 
broke m upon my -thoughts by addressmg me 

“ Her mother, whom I have seen,” said he, “ bid me give yon 
her salam, and tell yon that her daughter is particularly engaged 
and cannot receive yon I ventured to remonstrate, but the old 
woman became angry, and told me that she had behaved ci-vdly to 
you, and that yon could not expect more , and further, she said, 
‘ TeU him from me, that he had better act -the part of a -wise man, 
and forget Zora, for never agam shall he see her , it will be in 
•ram that he searches for her, for she will be beyond his reach , and I 
would rather that she died than become the associate and partner of an 
adventurer like him, who, for all I know, might mveigle her from 
home, and, when he was tired of her, leave her m some jungle to 
starve Go and -teU him this, and say that if he is a wise man he 
will forget her ” 

“ And was this all P” exclaimed I in a fury , “was this all the hag 
said? I vnll see whether I cannot effect an entrance ,” and I rushed 
at the door with all my might In ram I pushed and battered it 
"With the hilt of my sword, it was too securely fastened -withm -to 
give way. I called out Zora’s name — I raved — I threa-tened as loud 
as I could -to destroy myself at the door, and that my blood would 
. be upon the head of that cruel old woman It was all m vam, not a 
bolt stirred, hot a shu-tter moved, and I sat do-wn m very despair 
A few persons had collected, observmg my wild demeanour, and as 
I looked np from my knees, where my face had been hidden, one of 
•them said, “ Poor youth I it is a pity his love has been uuknid, and 
wiU not admit Inm ” 

“Pooh'” said another, “he is drunk with bhung, Alla knows 
whether we are safe so near bim t He has arms m Ins hands , we 
ought -to get out of his way • your drunken persons are ticklish 
people to deal with, let alone -their being a scandal -to the faith ” 

I was ashamed , shame for once conquered anger I walked to- 
wards my horse, and monntmg Inm rode slowly from the place How 
desolate everything appeared ' The mght before, I had reached the 
summit of happmess I cast one look to -the wmdow where I had 
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Bfxt m Bwcet convep*e ■vnth her irliom I Tnu destined no moro to be 
liold I thonpjbt on her srords, and the ghttcnng econo wns ogrun 
before me. Ifovr ell wai dark and ailont, end acoordod -well "mth 
my feelmga. I rode home m thia mood, and throwing myself down 
on my carpet, gavo myself np to tho bitterness of my feelings and 
nnamClnig regret A thousand schemes I revolved m my imnd for 
tho recovEOT of Zora dnnnjf that night, for I slept not One by one 
I diamissed them as cheating me with vnm hopes, only to bo sne 
cooded by others cqnally vngne and nnsatisfactoi^ I rose in tho 
morning fovonsh and mircfroshed, haTing dotormmed on nothing 
There was only ono hope, that of the old woman, tho nnrso if I 
could hnt speak with her I thought I shonld bo ohlo to effect some- 
thing and as soon as I conld snmmon ono of tho men who had 
attended Zoro, 1 sent him for mformatioii. 


CHAPTER XVL 

nmiocCTATn DECotrnu no lOTETrunts. rnc ortut nvos to mi 
C05r THAT A lUDOACT 18 OriES CAST TO UAKE A5D CAST TO BBUC. 

I UAO not seen Bhndnnatb now for somo days, and feunng ho night 
think mo ncglcctfoJ I went to the semi in which lio and tho men 
liad pat np. 

Ah I mod ho whoa ho saw mo approoch, so wo aro at hst 
permitted to sco tho light of your coanlcnanco 1 TNIiat, in tho name 
of Bhowance, luivo you been oboot P I have songht yon m ram for 
tho last three days. ^ 

**TLUmo” said I, what yon have being doing and yon shall 
know my adventores afterwords.” 

” Well then, sai 1 he in the 6rst place I hare maxlo n senes of 
poojahs and socnflccs at the difliTCot tempi's aroon I this most 
Atatiomcdnn of cities secondly I liaro seen and mixed in tho 
jrolmrmn j and Li tly I Kavo es.sislcd to kill hrycn per- ns 

Kallcd scTon p rsinsl I otclaimcd in wonder “ How in tho 
ntmr o! tbo Prophet, d;d yon nnnage tJiat ? ” 

■Nothing nnro cn^ ray gny yonng jemadar bo replied; **dc» 
yon not know that this is the knrwnn nli rr traTrllcm daily omTr 
m nombers and from which others nro as fnqnmtly d t irtinijP 
Iiothing IS easier than to U.“gailo them to aemmpinr ns a short dis. 
tanee ptatenling that wo ore going tho ramo ma/l whyaThog 
might lire In ro f r crer an 1 gi t a iliTint hring The p ople (ray 
blc'sings on th m I) nro m t on n pinons ; an 1 thanks ti Hauort. 
man nnd hts 1 n% there is no want of mcls or 1 wil I m Is afKKit 
the city which giro capital opportumtici for destroying tlum. 
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“ Ajaib • ” I exclaimed, “ tliis is very wonderful , and wiio were 
tbey ? ” 

“ Ifot in tlie least extraoidinary,” said Bbndrmatli coolly, “ if you 
think on it , — ^hut to answer your question The first was a bunnea 
who was gomg to Boeder , we took him to Grolconda, and buned 
bim among the tombs, and we got seventy rupees and some pieces 
of gold fiom him The second were two men and their wives, 
who said they were gomg to Koorungul where that is Bhugwan 
knows' but it is somewhere in a southerly directiou We killed 
them about three coss from the city, among some rocks, and left 
them there ” 

“ That was wrong,” said I, “ you should have buned them ” 

“ ISTot at all ivrong, my fnend, who will take the trouble of m- 
quiiing after them ? Besides, we had not time, for the day had 
fully dawned, and we feared interruption from travellers , we got 
above two hundred rupees, and two pomes, which I have sold for 
thirty rupees ” 

“ WeU,” said I, “these make five, and the other two — ” 

“They he there,” said Bhudrmath, pointing to where a horse was 
picketed , “ they were poor devils, and not worth the trouble of tak- 
ing out , we only got forty-two rupees from both ” 

“Dangerous work,” said I , “ you might have been seen ” 

“ Oh * no fear of an old hand hke me , every one was off to the 
city to gape at the show, and we were left alone I was deliberating 
whether we should not accompany them on the road we came m by, 
and by which they were gomg , but Surfuraz Kian cut short my 
doubts and uncertainties by strangling one fellow on the spot, and 
I followed his example with the other , the bodies were concealed 
tdl mght, and then buried ” 

“ But 18 there no fear of the grave bursting I asked 
He laughed “ Bear ' oh no, they he deep enough , and you 
know our old tricks ” 

“ Well,” said I, “it is most satisfactory, and I have missed all 
this, have been a fool, and have lost my mistress mto the bargam ” 
Bhudimath laughed immoderately , but seemg the gravity of my 
face, he said, — 

“ Never mind, Meer Sahib, care not for my merriment , but truly 
thy face wore so lack-a-daisical an expression, that for my hfe I 
could not have reframed Cheer up, man, there is plenty of work 
m store for you, women will be faithless, and young and hot- 
el ained fellows vtII gneve for them, but take a friend’s advice, 
make your profession your mistress, and she at least ivill never dis- 
appoint you ” 

“Your advice is good,” said I , “neveitheless the mistress I have 
lost IS, as you know, worthy of regiet, and I shall miss her foi many 
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a day But tell me, wLat liave yon hott in hand, — anything in 
Tvhich I may have a share P 

Avhy DO, he replied, nothing bat if you are so inclined iro 
•prill tolce a ramble this eremng throagh the bazars, tto may perhaps 
pick up somebody 

“ Of course I Trill be inth yon, for in truth my hand rrill got out 
of practioe if I neglect Vork. Bat hare yon soon my father? 

I have not, said Bhadnnath I boar ho la Tory mneh ongnged 
about the proper^ and do not IHro to distnrb him. ' 

Ton ore right, he ia," said I bat ho Trill finish all to-day 
and get the money I suppose after that wo shall not stay long 
hero, and for my part I care not how soon tvo sot ofl* I am anxious 
for noTT Bcenei and adrunturos and Tre are not hkcly to do mnoh 
hore. Is not Surfnras Khan here P 

he u gone with a par^ of eoron traToUors townrds Put- 
tnnohoiToo, and boa taken ten or fifteen of tho best of tbo men with 
him he ttiU not bo back probably beforo night, if them 

“ Who Trero the troToUors P " 

“Bunneot, I heard," said, Bhadnnath carelessly **1 did not see 
thma rnjw\t and Sarfunu Khan was in too great a hurry to giro 
mo any Loformatiom 

** Out upon me !" I exclaimed, Tuxed at my idlcnosa horoharo 
I been nmujong myself whilo oil this has been going on For tho 
sake of tho Prophot, lot ni do something soon, that I may settle 
scores with my couscicnco, for I hare hardly nasuninco cnongh to 
look yon in tho fheo after my bchaTionr ” 

WoU, said he, como tnis oTcaing if tto con t decoy any one 
wo Trill kill eomobody for amosnaoDt and practice. 

** I agreo " «ud j for by Alla 1 1 must do something I am ai 
molanoooly as a camel, end my blood, Trhich boiled enongh yt^trr 
day seems now scarcely to ran through mo —it is not to bo 
homo ” 

I found when I reached homo that tho dnllal had amrcil ond 
with him tho sahoukar ■ clerk, ond some porters to entry the goods, 
as well os fellows with matchlocks and lighted mrlchrs and others 
•with swords and shields to escort them. 1 stored fit tbcm 

^Ono would think yon wen) going to battle S tbjee said I 

■mth oU those flcrco ftllows I am half afraid of tliero. 

ITio follows laughed { and tho eletk replied. They arc neces- 
sary and wo always haro them. If oar goods were stolen, nnr 
earned off before our eyes, slionM we git any irdrm P no, indeed. 
Wo therefore protect oar prop»r<y tho best way we can 

ow " said my father “ take your goods and bo off with them | 
they arc no longir mice and 1 fear to allow tbcm to rctaaio nmlef 
my roof. 
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“ Sutely,” said tlie cleik, “ they -wall be out of youi iiay duectly , 
and HOTS" let us speak about your money, or mil you take some mei- 
chandise as part of it P ” 

“ blot a bit, not a bit,” leplied my father , “ I want all my money 
in rupees — ^no, stay, not all m rupees , give me five thousand in 
silvei and the rest m gold, it will be easiei earned ” 

“ I suppose you mean five thousand rupees, and the rest m gold 
bars, well, you must pui chase gold accordmg to weight, and the 
best is twenty rupees a tola , but yon had better take bdls, and the 
exchange is favourable ” 

“ ISfo, no , no bdls,” said my father, “but the gold, if I lemembei 
lightly, the price of gold was high when I left Dehli, and was hkely 
to remain so , and I have plenty of persons for my guard if robbers 
should attack me ” 

“Ton forget me,” cned the duUal, “and my percentage ” 

“Make yourself easy,” said I, “it will be paid out of the five 
thousand rupees , it will be about fifteen hundred I tlunk ” 

“What did you say ? fifteen hundred To whom^” asked the 
clerk 

“ To this duUal,” said I, “ I suspect the luscal is cheating us ” 

“ Cheatmg i surely he is Why, Mohun Das, good man, what have 
you been about ^ Are you mad, to ask so much ^ ” 

“ Ah, it was my lord’s offer and promise,” said he, “ and suiely I 
shall now get it Pray what business is it of yours P ” 

“ What ought he to have ^ ” asked my father 
“ One per cent is ample,” rephedthe other , “ and you might have 
saved this too if you had only apphed yourself to the diff’erent 
sahoukars ” 

“We were strangers,” said I, “and knew not their places of re- 
sidence , so we were obhged to have recourse to this rascal, who 
offered his services ” 

“ What * did you not take me from the Char ]\Iinar ^ Did you 
not promise me five per cent, and bmd me to secresy about the sale 
of your goods ? ” cried the dullal. 

“ Listen to him,” said my father , “he raves ISTow, Meer Sahib, 
did not this rascal come begging and beseechmg for employment, 
and when I said I would try him, and asked his terms, he said he 
was miseiably poor, and would take whatever was given him, was 
it not so ? And now, Punah-i-Khoda, we are to be bearded in this 
manner, defiauded of fifteen hundred rupees, where we have not as 
many counes to give, and made to eat dirt mto the bargam Beat 
him on the mouth with a shoe * spit on him I may he be defiled so 
that Granges’ water would not pnnfy him * may his mother, sisters, 

and all his female relatives be ” 

“IsTay, my good friend,” said the sahonkar’s clerk, “be not thus 

L 
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rash and hot-headed, nor Tmtoyour Innoth npon bo mean a Trrotch 
since jTm hare employed him, Bomothmg must bo given it is tho 
ciiitom, nnd next time yon tviU tnoir better soy may I pay him 
the ono per cent irhioh will be three hundred and srr mpccs F ” 

“ Thrw hundred and BIX rnp^ I jUla, Alla 1 Tvhero am I to get 
the half ? cned my father “For tho lovo of tho Prophet, got mo ofl 
what you con I swear your head and Ojjrcs that I am a poor 
man, and only on agent is it not bo 3foer Sahib ? Am I not miter 
ably tHXir P 

You cortmnly cannot afford to poy so much monoy os one per 
cent, on this largo sum, I ropliodt novcrtholefs, as tuch appears 
to bo the custom, you had bettor give some thin g say ono hundred 
and fifty rnpecs. 

Certainly BOid my father “ I am ready I will not rcfu«o any 
thmg in reason j bat so largo a Bum — I was quite astounded at the 
nnpcrtinanca of tho demano, and loot roy temper hTm a fooL 

Alohun Dos stood all this tune with his oyn and mouth wido open 
looking from ono to tho other ovuiy word that was ultored mcrcav 
lUg has ostoTushment and disappointment. 

Do you pretend to say " Bcreamod bo at last, “ do yon pretend to 
aav that I am not to my monoy my fifteen htmdrod ropew, for 
wmch 1 h&TO toiled i^ht and day? And do you protend to sar 1 
camo to you first P Did yon not take mo witli yon from tho Char 
3Xinar Pj ’ 

!Nay hero is the Char ^Gnar agam ibr tbo sake of Ulo, Bald 1 
to tho olcit, if you really know uds follow adnso him to bo quiet 
"What have I, who am o soldier to do with his filthy txaffleP Ho may 
provoke a patient man ouco too often, nnd people with weapons m 
thoir hands aro not cafe persons to play jokes with and 1 trruitcd 
up my muitachioi. 

I haro told you, sahib, what a coward tho fellow was ; ho fell la 
etantly on tho ground oral rubbed lus forehead against tbe floor 
“ Pardon ! jurdou 1 ho cned, “ most bravo rirs 1 anything wliat 
ever you choose to giro me oven ten rupees, will bo thankfally re- 
ceived, but do not kill me do not put me to death j see I fall at 
year feet, I mb my note in tbo dnsi.” 

Ton fool, cned tho clerk, holding hu sides with langbter for 
ho was a fat man { ** you fool ; oh, 3Ioiian Das, that I should hare 
Been this I In tho name of Ivaruyun, who will do you any h-inn f 
Aro you a child— yon withthoso mnstachiosP Shame on yoa manj 
dnllal as you are bo something lets of a coward get up, aik for 
yonr money boldly ask for wliatcrcr tb«o gentlemen pleavj to give 
yoa, thongo indeed yon dcservo notlung for your impertinent attempt 
otdccqrtion," , , . 

Ho got up and stood on hu left leg with the solo of tbo right fool 
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against tlie calf, Ins hands loinod, his tnrhan all aivxj, and the cx- 
piession of his face most ludicronsly miserable 

“ Tenrnpees, my loid,” he faltered out, “yonr slave vnll take ten 
inpees ’ 

We all once moie hnrst mto a peal of langhtei , the gomashta’s 
sides appealed to ache, and the tears inn down his cheeks 

“ Ai Bhngwan * Ai ITamynn ' ” cned he, catchmg his breath , 
“ that I should have seen tins * Ai Seetaram * but it is most amus- 
ing Ten rupees ’ why, man,” said he to the misemble duUal, “ yon 
just now wanted fifteen htmdred 

“iN'ay,” said my father, “let him have his due You said one 
hundied and fifty, — ^thathe shall have Do you, Meer Sahib, go with 
this worthy sahoukar to his kothee, and brmg the money , I daie say 
he will give you a guard back, and yon can hire a porter foi the gold 
and silver ” 

“ Certamly, you shall have the men,” said the gomashta, “and 
now come along , I shall have to collect the gold, and it may be late 
before it can be weighed and dehvered to you, and the rupees passed 
by a smaff ” 

As we went on, the dullal said to me, “You will pay me at the 
kothee, will you not P” 

“ We will see,” said I , “ the money is none of mme, and I will 
ask advice on the subject ” 

“ Hot your money ' Whose then?” « 

“ Why his who has employed you, and fiom whom you are to get 
one hundied and fifty rnpees,” I said “ Aie you a fool? why do you 
ask?” 

“ Ah nothing, only I was thinking ” 

“ Thinkmg of what I asked , “ some lascahiy, I doubt not ” 

“ Ah,” said he, “ now you speak as you did at the Char Minar ” 
“By Alla' ” said I, stopping and looking at him, “if ever you 
mention that word agam ” 

“Hever, never ' ” cned the wretch, trembhng , “ do not beat me , 
1 emember it is the open street, and there wiU be a disturbance , the 

words escaped me unawares, just as I was thinking ” 

“ That IS twice you have said that, and by Alla ' I think you have 
some meanmg m it What uould you be at ^ ” 

“ Hothing, nothmg,” said he , “ only I was thinking ” 

“WeU'” to > j 

“ I was only thinkmg that you are an adventurer, who has ac- 
compamed that nch merchant from Hmdostan ” 

“ Well, and what of that P you knew that before ” 

“ You are not nch P ” 

“ Ho indeed,” said I, “ I am not ” 

“ Then,” said the wretch, “why not both of us enrich ourselves?” 
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“ How P I oflted 

“Reffuso the guard, or tate somo men I will guide you to thor 
will do whaterer you like for ftvo rupees opieco we trill fly tndi 
the money and there is a placo m the rocks close to this Trhero I 
havojdunder hidden — we will go thither and iharo ik” 

** where is the placo jtto ahudo to — is it farP I asked. 

Ho said he “will you come I can show it you from a dis- 
tance we need not got np tho rocks — there is danger of being seen 
m the daytuno.” 

I followed him for a little distance and ho pomted to a huge pilt* 
of rocks at tho hack of tho karwnn and Bognm Baxar 

There, do yon sco a white spot oboat halfway up on a rock P" 

“Ido, saidL 

That IS tho spot,” ho replied “ it b known but to myself and a 
few others whatoror I can pick np I pnt there ** 

What do yon get P 

“ Ah, httlo enough sometimes a shawl, a brocade bandkorchipf 
or some gold, anything m &loL Bat why do yon ask P will yon do 
what I said, and jom us P There ore sixteen of us ooo is yonder dis- 
guised OB a fakcer tho rest aro hard by and will aceompany ns. 

Dogl ened I dashinghom to tho earth, dog I dost tnon know 
to whom then speokost ? More (hero is no one (for wo Lad (o 
the back of tho booses) and it were on caw ta^k to send theo to 
Jcbannm ono blow of my sword and that faiso tongno would ceosi 
to speak for croT " and I half drew it I kmowthocDcctlhiswonld 
hare thoro was tho samo grorelluig cowardico ho had dlsplayeil 
boforo. Ho clang to mr knixts I spumed him and spat on him 
Reptilo I ” cnod I at length, wconod by his abjectnea^ I woukl 
scorn to touch thoo a sjud of Ilmdostan n loo proud to stoop to 
such game as thou art licud mo to thosahonkar for by Alla, I di^ 
trust thcol 

“l»ay in this matter I haro been honest said tho wretch ‘tke 
morwy is sure 

It will bo well for thco tliat it is," said I or I swear to bo rr- 
Tonged Lead on and beware bow you TO if I seo ono attempt st 
escape I TnU erat you \a two, wcto \t in cwddlo of the baiar 

^cn follow mo do'cly said ho and ho gathered np Id 
garments, whicli had become disordcreil and wo ogam entered thf' 
crowded bazar 

o were soon at tho mlionkors, who awaited ui ; tho ruonry sr 1 
gold wero told out and a rccc^ 1 hod Lpon"ht witli inepren a*' ^ 
necompanied by tho guard of soldiers I to^jk tho trraanro to mjr 
father 

3Iecr Sohth, kind Jlcer Sahib " K*ud (hodnllftl, es ue aj prmrhr'l 
our dnilhng you will forgxt all that lias jm^td Bhaguau Lcon» 
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I was only jesting with you , I love to play such tiicks, — ^nay, I have 
always heeu o£ a jestmg disposition , ” and he laughed m his tenor, 
“ You will not forget my httle perquisite, my hundred and fifty 
lupees, I know you will not ” 

“ Peace ’ ” cned I, “if you wish to get a coune Has it not been 
promised to thee on the woid of two of the faitliful ? Thou shalt get 
the uttermost farthing ” 

I dismissed the sepoys with a small present, when the money had 
been lodged m our stiong-room, and as they went, the miserable 
dullal looked after them as though he thought with them had de- 
parted his last chance for existence It certainly drew to a close 

“ Give me my money and let me depart,” said he in a hollow 
voice 

“ Wait,” said I, “ till it is counted out for you ” 

“ Ah, I had forgotten the dnllaljee,” cried my father , “ I wdl get 
out his due.” 


CHAPTER XVn 

Cheel ke ghur men, mas ka dli6r — Bindee Prove}!) 

There’s always meat in a kite’s nest — Free Translation 

Mt father counted out the money and handed it over to the dullal , 
his countenance biightened as he viewed it, and he made number- 
less salams and protestations of thanks “How you must wnate a 
receipt for the money,” said my father 

“ Suiely,” rephedthe fellow, takmg a pen out of bis turban, “if 
my loid wdl give me paper and ink ” 

“ Here they aie,” said I , “ write ” 

He did BO, gave me the paper, and tied the money up m a comet 
of his dhotee, which he tucked mto his waistband “Have I pei- 
mission to depai t ^ ” he asked , “ my loi d knows the poor dullal, and 
that he has behaved honestly m tl^s transaction Whenever my 
lord ictuius to Hyderabad, he can always heai of llohun Das, if he 
inquires at the Char Mmai , and he w'dl always be ready to exeit 
Inmsclf in his patron’s seiwice ” 

“ Stay,” said I, “ I have somewhat to say to thee ,” and I related 
to my father the whole of the conversation I have just described 
“Is it so ^ ” said ho to the miseiablo being before him, “is it 
so ^ Speak, ivietch' let mo hear the tiuth fiom thme owm bps 
Wonkiest thou have lobhed me? ” 

Put the cicatuic he addressed was mute, he stood pamlysed by 
fell and conscious guilt, his ej’^es starting from his head, his mouth 
open, and Ins blanched lips drawn tightly acioss Ins teeth 
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** Thou hnst dcserred it, contmucd my father I read m that 
vile face of thine doeda of robbetr of murder of knavoiy and villauy 
of every tmd thou muit diel” 

Ah, no, no ! Dio P ITy lord is pleased to bo facefaous rrhat has 
his poor alnvo done ?” And ho gnnnod n ghastly smilo 

Thou wonldest have robbed me” wnid my father “when I 
trusted thee with my whole substance thou wouldcst have left me 
to starve in a strange land without compunction thou hast robbetl 
others, and cbooted thousands say art thoa fit to live to prey 
longer upon the world thou hast alraidy dospofled P 

He throw himself at my fathers feet ho grasped his knees Ire 
could scarcely speak, and wna fearfully convnlscdond agitated Iwci 
tremo terror “ i am oE that tou say ” ho cned “thief m ur derer 
and TiUam I but oh ( do not kill mo ify lord s face is land — I can- 
not die — and my lord has no sword and how sriH ho kill mo P Ui 
had only just perceived that wo were both unarmed, and ho made a 
sudden rush at the door The fcotwnl shall know of this,” hr 
ened “ people ore not to bo lemfied with impunity The door 
wasfisteucu ho gave several desnomto pnlls and pushes at it j bat 
I was at his back, and tbo fatal nondkcrchicf was over his head : 
bo turned xsrand and glared on mo — the next instant ho was dead at 
my feet. 

“ There ” said my father cxnlUngly “jodgtncnt has oTcrtakrn 
htm, and the memoir of hn onmee will sleep with him for over 
wo have done a gooddeed " 

‘ Yes, said I, a good ouo indeed j ho confessed himself to bo n 
murderer robber and knave — what mcro need yon P and so young 
too for thu aceumulabon of enrao I” 

‘ Drag him in here ” said my father “ I like not to look on him i 
and go for tho laghaecs he must bo boned at night in the small 
yard of tho house; I daro not have tho body carried oat in Ih! 
crowded dty 

* It shall bo done I rrnlicd “but think what an escape tii 
have 1"^- Had you not told mo to go with tho wretch we should 
have lost oar money 

“les, my son and even had wo got It had you not innprdr’l 
that fivo per cent was too mucli, I should certainly linro paid thr 
sum but I saw your dnfl and I think took up iLo cine admlrahly 
"We liavo cheated tho kuavo both oat of hn money and bin life ” 
“True "said I it lias been a good adventure and amntmg 
withal; besides, it promises fortlicradrantage ” 

“hrom tho rock and the fakeerP 
“"ics there will bo good booty ” 

“Take care said my father; “the l-aadmay b" there and they 
^1 gireyou a warm rcceptton. 
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“ I TviU go and consult ^MtliBlmdiinatli,” said I , “ tlie adventnie 
ivill 3nst snit Imn and Suifmaz Kban , n e iiill do nothing rashly ” 

BhndiinathTvas at the scrai -waiting foi me 

“So, Meei Sahib,” said ho, “yon aic still in the hnmonr for a 
fiohc , ho-wmany lives -Mill satisfy your rpoislup to-mght ^ Theio is 
no lack of men in this abode of -v^lany ” 

“ I am m the humour,” said I, “ but not for -what I mtended , I 
have better game in viev ” 

“Ha ' ” said ho, “ so yon have been acting sotba , and pray what 
may this game be 

“ One that -will icquiio stont heaits, and, may be, naked weapons,” 
I replied ; are you willing to accompany mo P” 

“ To death,” said Bhudiinath , “ but I cannot for my life see •M’^hat 
you are diaving at ” 

“ Listen,” I lephed , and I related to him the whole history of the 
duUal 

“ Cleveily done, very cleveily indeed, my young jemadar,” said 
he, when my relation was ended “No one could have managed it 
better from fiist to last, the rascal deserved lus fate, and now I 
suppose we must search out these hidden tieasui’es m the rock ” 

“Exactly,” said I, “ I would do so this very night if I knew how 
to go about it properly ” 

“Let me see,” said Bhudimath musing, “we shall not want 
many men, six oi eight resolute fellows will be sufficient You and 
I, Peer Khan, Motee-ram, and four others, are ample , there is no nse 
waitmg for Surfuraz Khan, he wdl not now be back befoi e the morn- 
ing But how to get mtelligence of the place, and whether any of 
the rascals are there at mght^” 

“ Can no one personate a fakcer ? ” said I , “ a kulnndur, any- 
thmg -wiU do He might go up now, as the spot is close by, and 
bring us news in an horn oi so ” 

“ I have it,” cried Bhudnuath “ Here, some one, call Shekhjee 
to me ” 

Shekhjee came He was an old man, with a long beard, but he 
was an able fellow and a rare good hand with the handkerchief 

“ Shekhjee,” said Bhudimath, “ sit down, I have somethmg to 
say to you You can personate a fakeer, if necessary, can you not 

“ Certainly,” rephed the old fellow, “ Moosulman or Hindoo, all 
kmds are familiar to me I know aU their forms of speech and 
have many of their dresses ” 

“ It is well,” said Bhudnnath , “ now listen You must go and 
disguise yourself this instant , we have an enterprise m view ,” and 
he related our purposed scheme and what had preceded it “ And 
now,” contmued Bhudnnath, “ yon must be wary, and by dark you 
must return and tell us of the place and if there are men there ” 
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” li the fhtocr Tvho lives thoroa Hindoo orlloosnlmnn P 
“I saw tho impreBsion of spread hands m ■whilomish on the 
rock, so he must m a lloosnlman, said F 

“ Then I know how to act, cnod tho Thnp Sohihi, I take my 
leave and will not fiul yon. I shall be with yon by tho tuno I nm 
required.” 

Will he mnnora it P I osked of Bhndnnath, " Jlcthinks it 
a doUente bnimess^ 

Never fear him,” said BhndnnnUi ho n a most accomplished 
rogne, and is a camtal hand at disgnise, especially as a fakecr and 
once got ns eonameroble boo^ by enticing tivo Nannkshneo fakeers 
nmongna who had picked np a good deal of money and were going 
to bmld a well with it. Besides, ho is as bmvo ns a Lon, and yon 
have seen his other work 

As wo were talking Sorfami Khan enmo in 
Onrs has been a good bnsmess, ho cned emltingly “sod them 
IB good spoil Wo have killod oil tho men and tho plunder Is com 
mg m charge of onr followi. 

** That 18 so far good, said I bnt is thcro any ready money or 
a lb all goods P 

** Both, Heer Sahib both but metbinks yon need not bo so 
ready to osk, when wo havo not seen yemr face ever smeo wo haro 
been in tho otr Wo might all havo been taken and safely lodged 
in Pnntoo Lolls hum Ice for all ytra know of the znAttcr i do not 
liko such condnet 

I onroged nt his bpoooh, and was obout making an angry 
icply when Bhndnnath intorfer^ 

Peace 1" said ho no brawls it « disgruccfuj and only fit for 
ilmnkards and srookeri of gonjai listen to me Surfums Khan 
yon oro no boy and ought not to let your aogcr have sway listen, 
nnd bear what our young jemadar ha^ been obont, and I swear by 
Bliowflnco I thmk lio will yot pot ns oil to shame ” 

Ho then related all I had told him. on licanng which Snrfurtix 
Klian 8 angry feelings gnvo way io a momeut bo rooo and cinbmcc<I 
me. 

wn.a wrong said he “ond you must foigjTO mo; and I • 
prove tliat I nm more than rrer your fnmd I beg yoa to allm 
TOO a pLici in thii adventure for by Alla it promises to ben itrunp 
one ” 

“ Wilhngly "said I { wo tlwnght you would not nmve in tmn" 
Imt now you nro come I would not on any account that yon did m t 
uceompanv n^ 

“So you bare strangled the fellows you took out sanl In oil 
nnath. Had Tou any trooWo P 

“ None whatever "replied the khin. Wr took tliemooton tlio 
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IMasnlipatam road, and foimd a spot on tlie otliei side of Surroo- 
nnggar , tlirew the bodies into a well and returned by anothei 
road Soobhan Alla ' this is a mre place, and we might remain 
here foi years and have some amusement eveiy day I think I shall 
stay here ” 

“Ton may do as you please about that,” said I, “when we have 
shared the spoil we have got Ton will then be free , but I should 
be sorry to lose you ” 

In such conversation we continued till it was dusk, and then as- 
senibhng the men we intended to take, eight m aU, and seemg that 
our arms were m good ordei, we waited in gieat anxiety foi the re- 
turn of our ermssary 
At last he came 

“ Theie is no time to be lost,” said he “ I went up to the place 
and found the fakeer He is a fine sturdy young fellow, and at fiist 
warned me to descend , but when I told him I was hungry and 
weary, that I had just arrived fiom Hmdostan, and did not know 
where to lay my head, and begged for a crust of bread and water m 
the name of the Twelve Imaums, he was pacified, and admitted me 
mto his cave, gave me some food and a hookah, and we sat carous- 
ing for some time I pulled out my opium-box and took a veiy 
little , seemg it, he begged foi some, and has taken such a dose that 
he wdl not wake till morning I left him fast asleep ” 

“He shall never wake agam,” said I, “ but did you observe the 
place ? \V heie can the plundei be hidden ^ ” 

“ He hves in a cave, between two enormous rocks,” said Shekhjee 
“ It was nearly all m darkness, but I saw a comei at the back of it 
built up with mud and stones, which he said was his sleepmg-place, 
and I suspect it is there that the plunder is concealed ” 

“ Come then,” said I , “ there is not a moment to be lost , if we 
delay we may chance to find the rest of the gang This is just 
the hour at which they are all out in the bazars, steahng what they 
can ” 

TVe all salhed out, and conducted by our guide, crept stealthily 
along the foot of the rocks till we gamed the naiTow pathway by 
which we were to ascend 

We held a moment’s conference m whispers, and bidding five of 
the men stay below until we should tell them to ascend, Bhudrmath, 
myself, and Surfuraz Khan crept up the nairow track to the mouth 
of the cave, whither the old Thug had preceded us 

“He still sleeps,” said he m a whisper, “but tread softly, lest 
you wake him He hes yonder, close by the lamp ” 

“ Mind, he is min e,” said I to Bhudrmath, “do you and Sni- 
furaz Khan hold him , ” foi as I looked on the powerful form before 
me, I felt this piecaution to be necessary But he slept, how was 
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I to throvr tho roonuil abont ha nect ? BhndniiAih solrotl thi» 
difflcnlty he rare tho takocr a ramrt blow •mth tho flat of hi^ 
sheathed ffwom Tipon the stomaoh and tho fcUoTr etnrtod up to a 
Bittanff posture. 

What a tha P Thievta I ** -mia oU ho conld sar lay handVcTchicf 
was ready and now it never foOod mo — he wa* dead in an instant 

“ Now trim tho lamm said I to Bhndnnoth Coll up throo of 
the men, and let the others remam below to looh out 

Bhndrinath tore a picco of rag ofl* tho oIoth« of tho dead flikrcr 
which ho twisted np into a thtok wici, and pnt into tho oil vcocl ib< 
strong ^lare lighted np the mtonor of tho cave and wo saw orcry 
thmg distinctlj 

Hero 11 the wall which I tpoko of^ said Shokhjco and wo Imd 
bettor search behind it " 

"Wo did so There wero piles of earthen jam in ono comer which 
wo at first snppeecd to contain pram or flour and indeed tho first 
two vro imeOTored had nco and ^ m thorn tho third felt hoary 

Tins has something m it borond nee said I{ “ emmino it 
closely Tho month wat stuflea with rags, bat when they wero 
rcrooTcd wo behold it filled with money— ropces and pioo mixed to- 
gether 

“ This wai not w»e " said Bhodnnath the Shah Sahib ooght 
not to have mixed bis copper and inver the silver will botanushed j 
bat wo can dean it 

Tho next pot was tbo same j tho list was tho bc*t t it was fall of 
gold and silver ornaments, rings, onUcts, and armlets. c shod 
dered to SCO that many of them were itaincd with blood 

“The TiHaini! I cxclaimedj “that wretch then told tlio tmlli 
when bo confessed himself to bo a murdcror tho city is well nd of 
hhn, Bnt wo must not stand tallang Do one of yo tb thf^e 
things up and bo ready for a start while wo look oat for farthi t 
epoiL 

Bat then? was nothing olso In Ibis comer no bale* of cloth or 
other articles as tvo had expected Wo wero looking about to find 
any other place of concealment end had nearly pren np oar fcarcli 
when Sarfnrni Khan, who had gone ontsidc called to ns. 

Como here ” ho cned { tlrcro is a place hero which looks sni 
pldons.” 

Wo ran to tho spot and found tbo hole Im tail dbcoTpirtl to In’ 
between two rocks it was dark within, and a man conld hat jn^t 
enter by crawling nnon his hands and kntwi. 

“Giro mo the light said 1} I vnll enter it if the dm! were in 
side" . 

“Belter the devil than any of this infernal gang »ai 1 Illia Innadi 
to mo as I entered. 
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I found no one, and tlie space ■witlnn, nriiicli "was so low that T 
could scarcely stand upnght, was filled with bundles 

“ Neither the devil or any of the gang are here,” cried I to those 
outside, “ so do some of you come in quickly and see what I have 
found ” 

I set myself to work, as did also the otheis, to untie the different 
handles, and we were all busily employed I had just opened one 
which contained, as I thought, brass cooking-pots and water- vessels, 
and was overjoyed to find some gold and other silver, when the alarm 
was given from outside We all got out as quickly as we could and 
inquii ed the cause 

“There are two men,” said the scouts, “ whom we have watched 
come round the comer of the houses yonder and approach the bot- 
tom of the rocks , they do not walk fast, and appear to be carrymg 
loads of something ” 

“ Only two,” said I, “ then they are easdy managed Put out th& 
light, and conceal yourselves at the entrance of the cave , we must 
fall upon them as they enter ” 

We had just taken our posts behmd a rock which was close to the 
mouth, our roomals ready, and two with their swords drawn, when 
one of the fellows called out, “ Ho ' Sem > Sem ' come down and 
help us up Here we are, laden like pulla-vrallas, and thou hast not 
even a light to show us the way ” 

“ Not a word,” said I, “ as you value your hves Let them come ” 
“May his mother be defiled*” said the othei fellow “The- 
beast is drunk in his den and does not heai us I will settle with 
him for this ” 

I suppose he stumbled and fell, for there was another senes of 
execrations at the fakeer, the load, and the stones , but m a few 
moments more they both reached the platform and threw down then 
bundles, which clanked as they fell 

“ Where is this dranken rascal P ” said one, a tall fellow as big as 
the one we had killed “ No light for us, and I warrant the brute 
has either smoked himself dead drunk or is away at the bhung- 
khana just when he is wanted ” 

The other sat down, apparently fairly tired and out of breath 
“ Go inside,” said he , “you will find the lamp and cruse of oil 
behmd the wall I -will not stir an inch ” 

The first speaker entered, cursmg and abusmg the fakeer Sur- 
furaz Khan and I rushed on lum and despatched him , but the other 
hearmg the scuffie cned out and attempted to escape He was not 
fated to do so, however* his foot shpped, or he stumbled over one of 
the bundles he had brought, and feU, and before he could nse had 
received his death-wound by a cut m the neck from one of the men 
behmd the rock, who darted out upon him 
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Enongh ofthia Kiidl; w Hadboiterbe off first, btnr 

ovtir let ua paj' ono moro vwit to the liole and get 'wbai Trocan, and 
do one of yon eeo Tthat is in tbo bundle*. 

"We ogtun entered tho bole and each talang a bundle wo got onL 
Tboae we fellowB bad brought onlj contained cooking pot* and n 
few olotbs, so TTO left them bebnid, and made tbo best of our waj to 
tbo scmi laden with our booty 

I have forgotten to tcH yon, sabib how many moro proots rro (bs- 
coTcred m that cavo of tbo bloody trade of tbo*o villain*, ilany of 
tbo bnndlc* wore of wearing apporcl, and most of them covered with 
blood One that I opened wa* qmto Mtnrntod and a* tho atiU wet 
mro Btnck to my fingers, I dropped it with mingled di gust and 
noTTor 


CHAPTER XVm 

flHorrno now tOEmoii eEjuc jixd nu rAcrr oor mo a fccah 
AXD now TITET WEBe EmMClTCn TnCTEXCOU 

WnDr wo rctumod wo bad a good loogb over onr *ncce«. TIio 
advonturo was novel to ns all and wo pictured to onrselre* the 
mortification and chngnn of tbo robbcT*, wbem they ilionld nmve 
at finding their stronghold plnndercd of all jl* valoablc*, and thnr 
friends lying dead ot tbo tbmsbold, jnsieod of being rtaJy to rectiTP 
them and rccoant their adrcutarc* of the ertmieg 
As a better pkeo of scoon^ I took tho jewels and silver vosstln 
I hod found to onr honao and locked them up in tho htrong room 
to bo disposed of afterwards as best they might be 
lly lather I ncod not *ay waa ovorpowmd with jov ; and cverj 
now feat that I performod seemed to render mo moro dear to him. 
He caressed mo as tboogh I bod still been a cfaHd 

** "Wait tin these octlOT* nro known m Uindostan, my ►on ” Mid 
be with enthusiasm j I am mncli mistaken inileed if tliey ilo itol 
rniso you to a rank which has been attniDcd foir —that of hoba 
dar 

I did not reply to him, but I made an lawanl detmninatun In 
venturo OTCrTtning to attain it I was awnro that nothing bat a 
^^3y succcsv/ul eipcdition coupled with largo booty and a ilreil t ( 
some nolonetT and dnnng coold raise mo to tho rank my lathrr 
had mentioned but that it coufd U altamed I had no donut, amci 
other* bad reached it before mo and why ahonld not I wiKr'e 
whole *onl was bent upon winning fame through iletd^ whirb mm 
should tremblo to Itcar F 

Two days after our adrentore at the rThbem ravr the whole t i 
the karwan and adjacent netgldionrhtvyj were thrown Into grroi 
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excitement from tlie discoveij of tlie dead bodies by tbeir smelt 
and tbe number of vultures tbey atti acted Yarious \rere tber 
conjectures as to tbe perpetiators of tbe violent deed, and many 
attnbuted it to tbe tieacbery of some of tbe band of robbers , bow- 
ever, all agieed that a great benefit bad been done by unknown 
agents Mucb of tbe stolen piopcity was lecoveied , among it was 
some of great value wlncb bad been stolen from a saboukar a short 
time before, and wlncb in our burry and confusion bad escaped us , 
but, as it was, we bad got a consideiable booty All tbe gold and 
silvei was secietly melted into lumps by one of otn men wbo im- 
deistood bow to do it, and it was valued by weight at upwards 
of seven thousand rupees 

On a general division of tbe pioceeds of tbe booty bemg proposed, 
which amounted m a gross sum, by tbe sale of tbe camels, horses, 
buUocks, carts, and various valuables, to about fifty thousand ru- 
pees, all tbe Tbugs agreed that it bad better be reserved untd tbe 
retain of tbe expedition to our village , and meanwhile twenty 
rupees were disbursed to each inferior, and fifty to each jemadar, 
foi tbeir present wants My father now talked of leavmg tbe city ; 
but I entreated a further stay of ten days, as, m concert with Bbud- 
rinatb and Surfuraz Khan, I bad laid out a plan for dividing our 
gang mto four portions, one to take post on each side of tbe city, 
and to exercise our vocation separately, tbe proceeds to be deposited 
as collected m one place, and to be divided when we could no 
longer carry on our work 

The plan was favourably leceived by him, and that day it was 
put mto execution We paid tbe tnflmg rent of our bouse, and 
on tbe pietence that we weie about to leave tbe city and return to 
Hmdostau, quitted tbe kaiwan and took up our quarters on the 
other side, m a suburb which bordered upon tbe Meer Joomla tank 
Bbudrinatb and bis party went mto tbe Chuddar Ghat bazar, near 
tbe magnificent mansion of tbe Resident , as, being a grand thorough- 
fare, it was frequented by numerous travellers, and from tbenco 
branched off many roads, both to tbe north and east Surfuraz 
Khan with eight men contmued at tbe kaiwan, as be was less 
known than we were Another large party took post on tbe west- 
ern road fiom tbe city towards Sbumsbabad, under Peer Khan and 
Motee-ram, wbo were resolved by tbeir exertions to merit tbe trust 
which bad been confided to them 

Our plan succeeded wonderfully, not a day passed m which tbe 
destruction of several pai ties was not reported , and though the 
booty gamed was mconsiderable, yet it was probably as mucb as 
we could expect, and it was all collected and deposited m our new 
abode, from whence my father disposed of such as met a ready sale 

I pass over my own share m these little afiairs I bad thought. 




aC8 CO^'FESSIOIkS OF A THUG 

■wlum I Belected the quarter I did, that ticro Trcmld havo been moro 
Tvort than turned out to bo tbo caao I troi disappointed in t^ 
small sbare -wbicb foil to my lot, m despite of my utmost exertions 
to the contrary and entreatod Bhndnnatb or Snrfnrai Khrm to 
excdiange jdaces -mth me. Th^ hotrovor irould not they bad latd 
tbetr OTm plans and os I bad myself selected my station I bad no 
nffbt to any other nor ought I to baye been dissatisfied. 

It TTUS yery early in the morning of the eighth day after tto had 
commonced operations, that Bhndnnaih ennw to me m great 

^ We must fly ” said he “ tho aty is no longer safo for us. 

*^HoirP” I asked in astmushmont irhat has happened P Has 
aught been discovered, or hare any of tho band proyod faithless 
ana denonneod us P" 

I -mil toll you," replied Bhudnnath it a a rod ntTmi- some 

of our best men oro taken and m confinement. Ton know Sor 
furoi Khan to be danng far beyond tho bounds of discretion, and 
that for this reason lew hitherto hay© liked to tmst themselves to 
hiB gnidanca and bat for this fonlt ho would cro noir have been 
ono of OOP leading jemadars, for bo is a Thug by dosomt of many 
gODorotions, and ms family has always bcon powtofak 

Bat tho matter cned I impationlly what m tho name of 
Shitan hayn wo to do with his anccstomP By AllaJ yon ore as 
bod as o^— 

” Nay I was not goiug to make a story about it," said Bhnd 
nnath mMly for nothing could proroto him, so do not lose your 
temper but listen Surforai Khan, then, yesferday erenmg had 
got nold of two sahoukors, who were on tho evo ol departoro for 
Aunmgahad ho persuaded them to put up in tho semi with him 
rind they were to start tho next moiiiing They wctu suppovd to 
bo neb, a* their cfTocts in two ponnicn were brought into the semi, 
and carofuDy watched by thooL By somo unlucky chance ju^ an 
tbo evenmg set in, they wero xmlcd by two or three other mcr 
chants whom they seemed to know and who permaded them to wait 
for another week, and to join them In tbcir^ournrj- up (ho eountry 
To tho citromo mortification of Barfnms Khnn they ogrccil to the 
proporol but os they said there would bo danger lu rtmoving their 
bags from the semi at night they told their fnends they would 
sleep there and join them in tho morniug borfarm Khan, I hear 
made every exertion by persuasion to indneo them to alter their 
determination but in vain. So you know thero r» mataed but one 
nltemalivr which was to put them to death in the wmi and (o 
dispo e of tho bodies ns well as they could j be ide-* tbo nmumtnnctt 
of tho men ly'iog afmid to nsk their bogs by rrmoml at nlcht 
looked as though they wttvj of ralne I mu t own ifrrr it 

was tempting it would ctcq Laro been ro fur jou or me— Nw 
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luncli moie foi tlie Khan > Had he even waited till towaids morn- 
ing, done the hnsmess, and started, leavmg the bodies where they 
were, he conld have got clean off with the booty, which was large, 
and he conld have come ronnd the back of the city and jomed yon 
or me , any one of ns conld have taken his post m the karwan, 
and no one wonld have been at all snspicions Bnt no, he did not 
1 eflect , the men were killed almost immediately after their friends 
left, and their bags plnndered As it is, we have got some of the 
spoil m the shape of two strmgs of pearls, bnt the best are gone ” 

“ And how was the matter discovered ? yon have not said ” 
“Why,” contmned Bhndrmath, “ one of the sahonkars’ friends 
shortly after returned with a message Snrfnraz Klian made some 
excnse that they had gone ont, but would soon return The fellow 
waited for a long time , but at last growmg suspicions he went 
away, and returned with the others, who insisted upon a search 
for then friends Surfmaz Khan had contrived to bury the bodies 
in the yard, but some articles were found on his person which the 
others positively swore to, as also the bags in which they had been , 
and the upshot of the whole was, that they were all marched off to 
the city by a guard which was summoned from somewhere or other 
for the purpose, except one of them, by name Himmat Khan, one 
of Snrfuiaz’s own people, who happened to be absent ” 

“It IS a sad bnsmess truly,” said I, “ and I do not exactly see 
what is to be done to extricate them ” 

“ Hor I,” lephed Bhndrmath , “ bnt this evil comes of not taking 
the omens, nor attendmg properly to them when they are taken ” 
“Honsense said I, “yon are always pratmg about these foohsh 
omens, as if success lay m them more than m stout hearts and 
cnnnmg plans I beheve them not ” 

“Ton will me it then one day or other,” said Bhndrmath , “ de- 
pend upon it yon will me it I tell you I conld mention a hundred 
instances of the disastrous effects of disregard of omens, and what I 
say will be readily confirmed by your father ” 

“Pooh,” said I, “he is as superstitions and absnid as yourself, 
why do yon not make your lamentations on my want of faith to him, 
instead of tronblmg me with them ?” 

“I wonld,” he lephed, “ bnt that he seems to have given over the 
charge of the whole expedition to yon, and to have forgotten his 
station as the leader and conductor Did any one ever hear of a 
whole band bemg separated, and each pnrsnmg a separate course, 
without the omens bemg taken, or a solemn saciahce offeied to 
Bhowanee ? ” 

“ I thought yon had performed all the ntes yon seem to think so 
necessary,” said I sneermgly , “ and if yon have not, to whom else 
have we to look bnt to you, who are the nishan-bm dar ? By Alla 
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find hia prophet I Bhodnnatb, moUimki joa have deccivtd n» all 
and eaid my ongor nsu^ “I hid you b c w a ro how you apeak o 
my father a* you havo done romembOT that I am ablo and wtUino 
to Qvonge any word whioh may be gpoken against him^ and I wm 
do it. 

“Tonng niaiu said Bhudnnath gravely you well know mo to 
be ono who never entera into idlo brands or quarrel*, and ihcio 
angry words of your* nro muted koep them I pray you, for those 
who will gratify you by taking oflcnco at them — to mo they aro 
tnflea. Tour placing no depondonco mxm tho omens which have 
been considerca by ThngB both of your faith and mino to ho ctsential 
to our success, i* ouly attributablo to your incxpcncncoj tho ncccs- 
Hiry offenngB havo been neglected by na, and behold tho pumah 
mont. Though at present it has mllcn hghtly upon ni, thcro 
IS no saying how soon the whole of ns may bo m danger suppose 
any of those taken cro put to tho torturo and donounco us, now 
could wo eacnpoP 

** Then what do you counsol P " said L 

“ I would first proposo an offering to Bhownnw and then such 
measures for tho ddivcitinco of thofo who havo been scued as may 
bo hereafter doternunod on by us all." 

Perform tho c cre m otucs ty oil moans, said I ** yon and mv 
father know how to do so. My ignorunco might mar your olijcet, on 
I will kcqj away from you tilf th^ are over ’ 

“ You arc right, it might, and I am glad to hear you at length 
spook reasonnWy whero is your father P 

“ You win find him asleep within, said I “ and you liad belter 
go to him " 

Sahib tho KvcnSces wero made tho emens watched and declared 
to bo favourable What they wero I know not I cared so little 
abont tbeso ceremonies then tlint I did not go near tUem, or even 
ask what had been done. It was only in after days that their Taloe 
and Importance were unpressod upon mo by & series of mlsforlunes 
which wero no doabt sent to check my pirvumptiou ; siueo then my 
faith m them has been steadtast, as you shall herearicr learn. 

My father and Bhudnnath rctunicil to mo with joyful eounte- 
naace*. ** Bhowaneo is proptions, said they, in spite of thl< htlh 
display of hcrangcr Thotnith is, wo have insomemanncrneglecleJ 
her but tbo u now sati fied. 

^ Since that u tho case " said I wo Ind lictlcr Ite ilimog I 
doing something for tho poor fellow^ but whit to do I know not 
■^Vben did you say they were seired lUiudnnath P" 

‘ About tho middle of tho nigbU 

Then they arc now In confinement romewh^ or nth and » 
wni bo iropouiblo to effect their rclcaio by day A I ril«e I dir? n 
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offer, for they say Hnssem All Khan, the hot-wal, is an npiight man 
When IS it hkely they will be bronght before him P” 

“ I know not,” said Bhadrmath, “ bnt it can easily bo ascer- 
tained ,” and he went into the street, and soon returned “ I asked 
an old bnnnea the qnestion, or rather at what time the kotwal held 
his dnrbai , and he told me m the first and second watches of tho 
mght ” 

“ Then,” said I, “ they must be rescned by foice, and I will do it ” 
“ Impossible ’ ” cried both at once 

“ But I tell yon 1 will do it,” said I , “where is TTimm at Khan P 
With him and six of onr best men I will do it, if they will stand by 
me Bo any of them know the kotwal’s honse P” 

They were summoned, bnt none knew it 

“ Then,” said I, “I "will go even now and find it ont, and will re- 
turn when my plan is perfected ” 

“ And I will go and brmg some of my men,” said Bhndrinath , “I 
will be back by noon ” 

“ See that they brmg their swords and shields, Bhndnnath , some 
of them may volunteer to accompany me ” 

“ I wall do so for one, Meer Sahib , I have confidence m you in 
spite of your want of faith ,” and he laughed 

“I understand you,” said I, “ you foigive me P” 

“ Certamly , did I ever quarrel with you ?” 

“Ho, indeed, though you had cause , I was foolish ” 

“ WTiy, what is all this P ” said my father “You have not surely 
been offended wath each other ?” 

“ It is nothmg,” I rephed, “for you see the end of it, but I am 
losmg time, I must depart ” 

I went into the city, and easily got a person to show me the kotwal's 
habitation It was in a long, narrow street, which did not appear 
much of a thoroughfare This exactly suited my purpose, for we could 
have done httle in a crowded place It seemed very practicable to 
surpnse the men who should escort our friends, and I had no doubt 
if suddenly attacked, they would scamper off, and leave their 
prisoners to then fate 

I returned and laid the result of my mquiries before my fathei 
Ho was not averse to the underfcalong, but was in much alarm at 
the prominent part I should have to play, and the chance of our 
being defeated 

“But,” said he, “ my son, these thoughts aie the cowardly ones 
which affection often suggests, and Alla forbid they should have any 
eflcct with you , go, m the name of the Prophet, to whose jirotcctioii 
I commend you ” 

Tow ai ds evening, therefore, myself, Bhudnmth and six others, 
two of whom wore rajpoots, who swore to die rather than come 

n 
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tact unsncccssfo], Trent into the city TVo separated Lnt kept in 
Tiew of cact other and they all followed mo to the street m whkh 
the kotwal resided. There wo lounged aboat for some hours, nud I 
grew VQiT impatient. "Would thtyoecr comeP had tlioy cren be 
lore this been tried, condemned, and cast into prison P were ques- 
tions I askod myself a thousand times. Thnt tho durbar was bemg 
held I know by the namber of ponons who Trent in and came oat of 
tho hoaso hut still thoro were no signs of our brethroo, 

I TTUS Bitting hstlossly m tho shop of a tomboloo, almost tho onlr 
one in th© street when Himmat enmo np to mo I saw ly 

his fttco that ho had nows and descended from tho chnbootra upon 
which tho man exposed his goods, end tornod round a dark corner 
They come said ho, panting for brcntli from anxiety I hare 
been Tratcbing one end or tho street and Khoscol Sing tho other} 
they are coming by my cad and ttiII bo now about half way up. 

And by whom are they guarded P I askod, 

‘‘Oh said ho “a parcel of lino-Trallas, oboat twenty soldtcrs 
TTith old mnshets wo could cat throo^h a hundred of thorn 
Have they their baronets fixed P" J inquired. 

They haro but what of that P they are cowardly rascal# and, 
you TTiU SCO, Tnll ran away 

‘‘Tlicn, said 1, ran and tell Dbodnnatli, who is yonder; tell 
him to walk down that side I will go down this wlion wo are near 
them I will giro tho jhirnco.” 

My foar men had now jolocd me as I told them to do If they saw 
mo speak to any oao IlhadnnatU was joined by Ins, and by Klioseal 
Sing who had girea up his watch ot tlio ©tbrr end and omred at tb© 
cnticnl moment. Oor parties procccdcil down tho street exactly 
opposite to each other I tbougut not of danger though it was the 
first timo I lind crer drawn a sword >n anger against a f How 
creature and I tras about to prccipitalo rorsclT into what might lie 
a sadden and despemto combat. Our shields apparently hang loosely 
and easfly on our arms bat they were tightly gra p<*^l and oor 
bword# wore free in their scabbonls. I saw the party apj roach } they 
marched carclowly and had not the arms of my companions b'wn 
tightly bound and tlio whole tied together br a rope which th 
leader of tho party held in bii hand th^migbt hare to^Hr r raped 
Ourmcn joined together In the middle of tho street anil when wo 
were clo'M? to the cjming pirtr I cned m a J ad tone, Ilhai^ PJn 
Uo!” It was the Mgnal onr swords fla hnl from thetr sml larJpi 
nnd TTO threw oarrcircs on tho fcepovs, I cat right and left oo I 
two men fill th" others were as succt-* foL 1 roihrtl to tbe 
pn oners, and a few ftrokrs of my sword nnd of thc'O wh » were 
nearest cat thiir bonds nnd they were free \i Himmst I 1 so Ijd 
said, tho wholo of the k p re fit. 1 on the jnilant of the attack 
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“Fly to the gates, my brothers, or they will he shut'” I cned, 
fly tlirough these narrow daik streets , no one will know who you 
are nor trouble themselves about you ” 

We all dispersed in an mstant I cast a hurried look around me 
as I returned my bloody sword into its scabbard, and saw flve poor 
ua etches lying on the ground and groamng It was enough , I too 
fled down the nearest street which offered, reached the gate I had 
entered by, and when I got on the embankment of the Meer Joomla 
Tank, I plunged among the gardens and enclosures which are below 
it, and by the vaiious lanes which led through them soon reached 
my father’s house 

The attack on the escort of the prisonei’s, sahib, was so sudden, 
and over so quickly, that I can give you but a famt idea how soon 
it was made and finished It occupied less time than I have taken to 
tell it, and I have often wondeied smee that the noise and confnsion 
not only caused by us, but by a few passengers who witnessed the 
fiay, did not alarm the whole street, and cause the inhabitants to 
nse on us 

By mormng aU our companions were present at the different 
places of rendezvous , but thinking we were no longer safe about 
the city, my father sent them all out of the way to the camp at 
Hassam Sagor, where he bade them wait, foi we knew that it would 
never be seaiched for us 

Hothmg now remamed to detam us but to dispose of the plunder 
we had gained durmg the last ten days, and there was none of much 
value a few stimgs of pearls, several shawls, and some unset pi ecious 
stones weie the best, and they were soon sold, the gold and silver 
as befoie had been melted down 


CHAPTER XIX 

nr 'wnicH the ebadeb wteiE pbecbive that aaieee ali passed a 

BUST AFTBEKOOH 

I HAD now only two matters on my hands one to discover Zora 
if I could, the other to endeavour to get the bills of exchange I had 
brought with mo cashed 

Of tho first I had but httlo hope for smeo the day I went to 
her house, although I had constantly men on the watch about it, I 
could discover nothing of her or tho old nurso , the latter I had 
bribed handsomely, and I knew if it was possible to convey to me 
my information of her I loved, sho would do so I had several 
times passed tho house myself in tho hope of seemg Zora by some 
.icciderit oi other, but it was in. vain , and at tho time I now speak 
of, I had almost given hoi up in despair Had it not boon, sahib, 
for the u ild interest of my trade, I should have sunk into apathy 
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and TTretohediUM, so fondly so deeply did I lore her It was tlus 
ttHicIi resened mo from myidf for I conld not bo bohind the 
rest m scelcmg advcntarcs and once tbat I had a hand entirely 
tmder my own direction, I was incessantly occnpicd in flndmg cm 
ployment for it, and taking my own part in tho catastrophes which 
ensued. 

Tho day after tho resouo of our brothron wo held a consultation, 
at whicdi the principal momberB of tho band wero present. I need 
not relate poi^culars snffico it to say that qH agreed in thinking 
wo hntl remainod long enoagh consistanily with our lafo^ and « 
was roflolrod to depart m tho course of tho next day or at most the 
day after One by one the parties, as they were then divided, were 
to take tho nearest road towards Boeder which led throngU Pattun 
oheiTOO and the lost mentioned place was to bo tho rendexrous 
whence we ahonld proceed in company 

Idttlo timo therworo remamed to mo ond os soon ns I possible 
could I took Bhudnnath and iIoteo*rnm with me and wo went into 
the mtr TTo sat down on tho steps of tho Char 3hnar TTbndor 
fol indeed wore tho stones wo heard of our skirmish with the 
kotwol • soldiers the occoants of tho killed and wounded on each 
side were ladicrouily inconsistent, and rou may imagino bow wu 
cmJoycd the vanotts nslatwns wo beard, cul oilbcr from persons wlio 
declared they had been oyo»witncssot of tho matlcr or who had 
heard it from undoubted authority But it was not oar ermnd to 
waste timo by Itsteuiog to idle tales, not ono of which contained a 
word of truth, bat to got tho moaoy for the bills wo had found 
among tho cfTccta of Syud hlabomea Vb alias Kumal Klian and 
wo had rtfpaircd to tho Char iDnnr os (ho most hhcly placo (<* 
meet with n person who could rend (hem, and without in pidon tell 
us upon whom they were drown 

Olaemng as wo sat a miserable half starvcil Iookin|» wrrtcb 
with a pen Blnek between hii tarban ond hn car an mk bottle* 
hanging by bis side and o roll of paper under lus arm, I fixed upon 
him os a likely person to suit our purpose I bccLoned to him an 1 
ho ran eagerly towards us. “Const thon read Oooierotteoh 1 
nsfcccl. 

l^oble nr I can not only rrnd but wnlo it for it is toy natiTe 
tongno what are my lord s comraandn ? 

“ Simply said I “ to read a hoondee— no girat matter " an 1 I 
handed mm one of tho bill<. 

“It IS on order caJiib, drawn in favour of KnmaJ Khaa (mV 
lords name I presume) by Bearer 3fnl of Namlur npon tlopd 
Cbund Bun Chnnd of the Begum Barar, for four hamlf^ rup^ 
nt nine days mpht" 

“Is it c o TTCCtly drown f" 1 asked. 
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Tlio fellow looked at tke kill, and turned it lound and round, 
examining every part of it 

“Does yonr worship snspect it ?” 

“Alla forbid said I, “for if it is wrong, I and these worthy 
associates of mine are inmcd, for we have more hke it, and for 
larger snms ” 

“ I see nothing wrong m the bill,” said the man , “ but let me see 
the others ” I showed them 

“ They are all coriect,” said he , “ yon have only to take them for 
acceptance, and you are sure of youi money ” 

“ Is the &m upon whom they are drawn well known P” 

“ They have a great deal of country business m hoondees,” said 
the man, “and aie on that account peihaps less known than many 
of our leadmg bankeis , but nevertheless the firm is most respect- 
able ” 

“ Where did you say they live P” 

“In the Begum Bazar If your woiships wish it, I will accom- 
pany you thither ” 

“ Good,” said I, “ do so , we are strangers, and might not leadily 
find the house Ton shall be rewaided for your tiouble ” 

"W^e went out of the city by a small gate at the end of a stieet 
which led down from the Char hlinar, — ^Ithmk it is called the Dehli 
gate, — and turning to the left, after crossing the river, we were 
soon m the nudst of the populous and wealthy suburb m which the 
bankers we sought lesided The road thiough the principal street 
was almost blocked up by bags of gram, bales of meichandise, 
tethci ed bullocks belongmg to the grain-camers, and empty carts , 
and it was as much as we could do to keep together, both fiom 
these causes and the crowd of people The noise, too, of the ciowd, 
of the buying and selhng in the bazar, the curses and execiations 
of bullock- diavers and unloaders, the cues of men measuimg gram, 
and a thousand others, made a dm and confusion which I had never 
heaid equalled Howevei, by dmt of pushmg and elbowmg our 
way, we reached a lespectable-lookmg house, and were introduced 
to one of the partners by the man we had taken with us 

I put a bold face on the matter, and presented one of the hoon- 
dees The sahoukar was an old man, and takmg a pan* of spectacles 
from a fold in his taiban, he placed them on the end of his nose and 
caiefully lead the hoondec , he afterwards turned it lOund and 
1 ound, and exammed it most carefully, looking from time to time 
most suspiciously at me over his glasses 

I o^vn this would have been unpleasant had I been alone, but 
Muth the two companions I had brought with me I cared not , had 
at come to the vorst, om v capons were leady, and ue would have 
used them foi our liberty 



1C8 


COimJSSlOXS OF A THUG 


“ I msli to Bpcat a few Trords mtli yoa, if yoa tttU follow mr- 
into the aert room,” said tlio aaiionkar pointing to ono which led 
from that in which we aat. He rose, ana I followed lum. 

“ How CBTP Q yoa to bo posscised of thia f said ho anxioaaly ^ and 
who or© yoa P 

It matters not who I am, I replied “and it mast safUco for 
yoa to know that I am to recciro tho monoy for that hooadoc and 
for these also and I ahowod him tho others. 

iloet cxtraordinaiT P ho ddnimcd after ho had emnuned 
them. “ I cannot andcrTtand it It is most ftrnago that thor 
shoald bo presented by another Young man by what aathonty 
oro yoa here to recoivo this money P” 

hifl for whom they were dmwn, I replied 
Hii name, and tho sahoakar a who drew them P 
TTumal Ktia Ti , — gnd tho sahoalmr s, Dcarco ITaL" 

That win, not do> said tho sahoakar yoa haro hlondcind m 
yoar errand, yoang man ; tho diawcr a name any ono coaid haro told 
yoa. 

Perhaps this may cnhghton jtm further upon the fubject ” said 
I, and I took from mr wulsthana tho seal of tho ^(L 

Ho cBunmcd it, and gomg to a box in tho room ho took from it 
ft bundle of papera. Ho turned them otct rapidly 

Ay hero they arc, sold ho reading AocCTints of Syad 
Itahomcd Ah j and now yoang Tmm^ if there is deceit in that seal 
it can bo easily prorod, for whoYd the sad of tho worthy syad him 
self ; and ho showed mo on imprcsanm on oao of tho pnpors. 

I confess I had been m mneh saspense for Lad I by any an 
locky chance got hold of tho wrong seal my detection would Icxtt 
certainly followed butsldl I had taken tho ring from tho mans 
own finger and it was not likely that bo had any other Tho in 
stant I saw tho imprcsiion, however I was salisfied that it wai the 
right onc- 

Kow for tho proof,” said tho sahontar rubbing tho seal over 
with ink and wettmg a picco of paper with his tongue “ If voa 
haro attempted deceit, young map ^ur detection la certain. Shall 
I stamp it r 

Certainly ” said I I am innocent of any attempt to deenro 
you. Tlic worthy syud gave mo tho t«d in order that you might 
bo satisfied ” 

llo pressed tho seal to tho paper and withdrew it; tire imprr^M n 
Was perfect, and exactly eomspondtd with tliat on tho pper of rw 
counU. 

” Thu is correct bo said at length ; “ ihoogli 1 cannot m I I <t 
the letters appear tho sam nti-1 Ihn sue ii eiaet I raan t 
therrroTO ^ubt longer j but ilill i is raos* Blraage ” 
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“ I can only say,” said I, “that I am tho synd’s confidential agent, 
n^hom he has sent to yon for the money , if yon will not pay it, say 
so, that I may write to him ” 

“By no means,” said the sahonkar, “the money is here But 
why did not the synd come liunself ^ the hills are made payable to 
him alone ” 

“ True,” said I, “ they are , hnt if yon are in his confidence, as 
yon seem to be, yon will know that there are good reasons for his 
absence from the city at present, and as he wanted the money he 
has sent me for it ” 

“ And where is he ^ ” 

“That I cannot tell yon,” said I , “it can be divulged to no one 
Suffice it for yon to know that when the proper tune comes he will 
emerge from his place of concealment ” And I told the truth, sahib, 
for will he not rise at the day of judgment ^ 

And Ameer All laughed heaitily at his own conceit 

“ ’Well,” said the s^oukar, “ no doubt remams as to youi right 
to the money "When do yon want it P the bills are at nine days’ 
sight ” 

“ITow, I have no time to lose, I must depart m the mommg 
Yon can deduct the mterest for nme days But stay,” I continued, 
“ the syud told me that if he owed you anythmg you were to deduct 
it, and if any balance of his remamed in your hands you were to 
pay it to me ” 

“ Grood,” replied the sahonkar, “I will see,” and he turned to 
his books “ Ah, here is the account Last balance struck the fif- 
teenth of Suffer, nearly a year ago, — ^in his favour three hundred 
and twelve rupees, four annas ” 

“ So much the better,” said I, “now pay me the moneys and 
■write a receipt , I "will sign it with the seal, which I must take back 
with me ” 

The sahonkar called to a man inside 

“ Here,” said he, “register these hoondees, and get the money for 
them, and make out a receipt Your name ?” said he to me 

“ Ameer Ah, an unworthy syud ” 

The money was duly counted out, a tnflmg deduction made for 
interest, and the whole paid to me I put my o'wn seal as well as that 
of the syud to the receipt, and after seemg the balance in the sahou- 
kar’s books duly cancelled, there was no longer cause to delay 

“ How 'Will you carry all that money ?” said the sahonkar, “this 
IS not a safe place for people to be seen ont at so late an hour” (for 
the evening was now closmg fast) “ "with such a sum m their pos- 
session ” 

“ Content yourself,” said I , “we are three stout fellows, and well 
able to defend our charge ” 
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“ You had better toLo t^ro of mj men, at anj rate, to carry tbo 
monoy 

I Trill carry noioo, if I am pormitted^ taid the man -no bad 
bron^bt mUi tifl "Bhaf^rran kaotrs I bavo eaten nolbmg to-day 
and kneiT not wbero to got a meal till tbeoo land gontlciocn met 
mo and I may perbaps cam a tnflmg enm nboro -wliat they baro 
promiacd me.” 

Good,” said I j borr mnob can carry ? 

3Vo tbooaond rupee*,” bo ropbod, if my lord mil try me ” 

Yeiy rvoll, then, bibo op that iBg Tbo rest tto divided between 
onrselres, and departed Wo did not rotom a* wd bad gone bat 
ovoidmg tbo city passed by tho honso of tbo English resident 
crossed the nrer bofow it and on tbo olbor ndo stmek into some 
close lanes, wbidi led to the sntmrb wo bvod m. A* wo went along 
I said to Dhndnnatb in Romosce, which I bad now learned. That 
feboif must not bro s oar secret u safe with tie sabcakar hat not 
with another Wbot do yon say P 

I agree with yon," said be. ** Wo can throw tho body info a 
well and there 15 one not far oQ^I think 1 bathed there thui mom 
mg 

Yay well,” *sid I when yon see tbo place pro the signal I 
will sctl^ all onr accoont* mtli him for hU tronblo and carnage of 
onr money 

We came to tho well and tbo signal was pren I was ready and 
my Tictmi also, bat bo straggled Lard, os tbo bag of rupees was on 
hia ihoaUcrs, and my roomal had not fair play JTo diwl howerer 
and wo tJircw him into tho well with a largo stone tied in fais clothes 
to sink him 

Strange, sahib, that after nrotcsting bis portrty ns he had done 
we shonlJ hare foand forty tnree ropcc# In hu girdle’ 

Ton mnyjadgo of my father « joy at mj success and toproro his 
ncttso of the Tolaoofmy oddreas ondirody wit, ho presonte<lnio with 
fire hxmdrcd rapcci oat of Uie snm I had bronght. 

IVith this at my dupoaal, I dctcnmnnl to maJ.oo but attempt for 
Zero, for I thongut tint wilb it I might bribe tho old woman who 
called hcTbclf her mother ; ond, late a» it was, I pleaded somo cxra f> 
and set oIT for tbo aly I soon reached tho now well known street 
iind 6ndmg tho door open I cnterctl, and was ndicrtd into tho pn 
ecnco of the old woman and Zoru s sulcr /mat 
Tlicy rcrto on seeing me and welcomed me kindly 
“ion liaro not been with os, ^^e^r Sahili, smrr the ilohomm.” 
said tbo old woman os she cracked all licrfingcm amin^tl rr temple* 

1 on knew yon wonIJ olwajh bo oar faToartsl gne^t * 
■vet we hare not recn yoo- \\Tij luis there been iliU r«lrttngrTTTrflt 
lAitn os f 
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I did not like to accnsc tlic old woman of turning mo from the 
dooij as I liavo related licforc, so I said I liad keen absent fiom tbe 
city, and Laving only 3 ust letuincd Lad come to pay my lespects to 
Lei 

“And now, motLer,” said I, “ uLcic is Zoia^ WLy is tLo lose 
separated fiom tLo nigLtingalc?” 

“ Zora'” said tLo old woman, “wLy, Lave you not yet forgotten 
tLat fooLsL girl ? Is tLero not Zenatbeo, wLo is dymg for you, and 
Las raved about you ever siiico sLc saw you ?” 

“Touba' toubai” cried Zenat, covcimg lier face affectedly 
“ ]?or sLamo, motLer , Low can you speak so ? Low can you teU 
sucb lies P” 

“I say tlie trutli i^rccr SaLib, I sucar tlic foolish gnl’s Lead 
Las been turned by your beauty and she stioked my cLin caress- 
iJ3gly 

WLat could I do I saw at once that if I did not affect love foi 
Zenat I should never Lear aught of Zora , but I could not forget Lei 
so easily, and I hated Zenat for her love I thought it better to 
come to teims at once if I could 

“MotLei,” said I, “I am proud of your daughter’s love, and to one 
so young as I am such marks of preference as you say she is m- 
clmed to show mo arc most flatteimg , novel theless I cannot foiget 
Zora , and tell me, by youi soul, am I to see Lei or not ? How Leai 
me , I am not a rich man, not one who could lavish thousands upon 
Lei, but TV hat I Lave is Lcis foi ever, and youis too, if yon will give 
her to mo Will you part with Lci ^ ” 

“WLat do you offer?” said the old woman “MetLinks you 
must be one of our nobles m disguise to come here with such a pro- 
position ” 

“ I am no noble,” said I, “ but a poor syud I Lave five hundred 
iTipees, and they are yours if you make Zora mine for ever , say the 
word, and to-morrow I will be present, we will send for a mooUa, 
and the nika shall be performed ” 

“ Five hundred rupees L” cried the old woman, and she and her 
daughter burst mto an uncontrollable fit of laughter ‘ ‘ Five hundred 
rupees ' ” contmued she at length, when she could speak, “ 0 man, 
thou art either mad or drunk ' ” 

“ I am neither the one nor the other,” I rephed very angrily, “ I 
am as sober as either of you, nay far more so ” 

“ Then if you are so,” said the old wretch, “ what, in the name of 
Alla, has come to you, that you tlunk we would part with Zora foi 
five hundred rupees ? Five thousand, and twice as much, would not 
be sufficient ” 

“ Then,” said I, “ you aie a pair of the devil’s children, and I spit 
at you Hot content with spurning me from your house hke a dog, 


OOXITSSIO^S OF A TIWC 


1 0 


E q now dcnr mo tbo only linppmcss I looted to on cartb "Womes 
vojtra no^icartj? 

” cned the old hag in a fury VC5 wo did srmrn yon, I 
do now Bogono I and noror daro to intrntlo m yon naro dono tlnn 
night, or I tnll see if I cannot bnng n few slont fellows together tt» 
beat jrra ont with sticts hTro a dogond a eon of a dog ns yon nre 
” Penco I woman,” cned I ** Iwwnro how ^on rcrilo my father ” 
imy his month bo fiDcd with earth and ha gmeo defiled I ilar 
yonr mother 

I could bear this no longer I ran to tho door for my shoes, and t 
held one in mj hand threateningly 

“"Now aaidl “another word of abnie and I will beat yoa on Uie 
month." I 

It did not check her A fresh torrent poured from her lips, and 1 
I was really prorohed. I conld bear it no longer I mshed at her ' 
beat her on tbo face with my shoe and spit on her Tho danghter 
homed to tho stair head and raised cncs of alarm 

Thief thief' Ho IS mordenng ns ! Kasim, ilaliomcd VIi, where 
nroyoP o oro mordcred — wo aro defamed 1 Dnngycnr swonh 
and Idll liiml 

1 had pretty well bclabonred tho old woroan and tbonght it higli 
tune to bo otr so 1 nuhed to tho door and seizing Zenat threw her 
to the other side of tho room with all my force 1 saw that iho had 
o hcary fall, and I ran down the stairs Aboot halfway I met a man 
with a drawn swenrd ho stood, and was aboat to mnbo a cat at mt 
bat 1 soiled hn arm and hnrlod him down the steps ond ho roUeil 
to tho bottom I leaped orcr him and was onUido tho lioaso in a mo- 
menL 

TVell, tbonght I as I went along I Imre not got /jon hat I hate 
slippered tho old deril her mother which is some Fatufaclion, and 
Dbndnnalh will laagh rarely when ho hears of my ixploiL, 


crurrrn xk. 

Cfl.'— jrotiT sob:; h rs**Ia' 

jlr — Aoi «dl them a/ 1 tbn |((j lojr rvUU 

o;j rijj 

Fo the lore of Alla, jonng rmn!" med a low and sweet toIcv as 
I p*ij cd nnler llm galrway of a re^yeetaLIr-loohio" hoc oj “f r 
ih« loro of Alla, i nUr and rare iny mi^tn -<5 ! " 

1 mh ailrtatorr^ tliooght I as I lonhnl at the speahe r n yming 
girh drr''«l liLr a tlirr ** W ho are yoa r 

It ira trrs not ” »al 1 tlie apenlfT di 1 yon not pa i til* way 
yr*t«-nl»y aflemona m r nnpanT with two otl.rr» f " 
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“ I did, and ^vliat of tliat P ” 

“Everything, my mistiess, ivEo is more beautifnl than tlie moon 
at its full, sarv you and has gone mad about you ” 

“ I am sorry,” said I, “ hut I do not see how I can help her ” 

“ But you must,” said the girl , “ you must, or she will die Fol- 
low me, and I will lead you to her ” 

I hesitated, for I had heard strange stones of lures spread for 
unwary persons — ^how they were enticed mto houses for the gratifi- 
cation of wicked women, and then murdered But the thought was 
onlymomentaiy “Conmgel Ameer Ah,” said I to myself, “trust to 
youi good fate and follow it up Inshalla' there will he some fun ” 
“ Look you,” said I to the girl, “ you see I am well armed I will 
follow you, hut if violence is shown, those who oppose me wdl feel 
the edge of a sharp sword ” 

“ I sweai hy your head,” said the girl, “ there is no danger My 
lord IS gone mto the country, and has taken all the men with him ; 
there is no one m the house heside myself hut two slaves and three 
old women ” 

“ Then lead on,” said I , “ I foUow you ” 

She entered the gateway and conducted me through a court mtn 
an open room, where sat a girl, nchly diessed and of gieat heauty , 
hut she covered heiseh immediately with her dooputta, and cned 
when she saw me, “ Ta Alla ' it is he , am I so forlWate ?” 

“ Tes, lady,” said I, “your slave is at your feet, and prays you to 
remove that veil which hides a houri of paradise from the gaze of a 
true hehever ” 

“ Go,” said she famtly ; “now that you are here I dare not look 
on you Go, m the name of Alla * what will you not have thought 
of me P” 

“That your slave is the most favoured of his race,” said I, “I 
heseech you to look on me, and then hid me depart if you will ” 

“I cannot,” said the fair girl, “I cannot, I dare not, ah, nurse, 
what have you made me do ?” 

The old woman made me a sign to take the veil from her face, 
and I did so gently She famtly opposed me, hut it was m vam In 
an instant I had removed it, and a pair of the loveliest eyes I had 
' ever seen fixed their tremhhng gaze upon me — another, and I had 
clasped her to my heart 

“ That IS right,” said the old woman ; “ I like to see some spirit 
m a lover Mashalla' he is a nohle youth,” and she came and 
Clacked her fingeis over my head 

“How I will leave you,” said she, “ you have a great deal to say 
to each other, and the night is wearmg fast ” 

“ Ho, no, no' ” ciied the girl , “ do not leave us , stay, good nurse,. 
I dare not trust myself with him alone ” 
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“^voDScnsr ” cncd tho oH womaHt this i5 foolisljtic^ Do not 
mind her noblo iir find she left tbo room. 

‘Lady foid I fear not* j-onr ularo mav* bo tmsied ” and I 
removed from ber and Kit dorm ot Iho edge of the carpet, 

I knOTT cot what you will thinL of me rahlb, aho Kud^ “and 
I am nt a loss botr to confess thol I was enamoured of you as I taw 
you pass my house ycatcnlar but so it wnt, ify liver turned to 
water ot I looked cm your beauty and I pined for you till my at 
tcndxmtt thcracht I iboald Lavodicd Thev tnid they would watch 
for you, and Alla has heard mv pmycr and tent yon 

“Ho has sent a devoted lUrc 'raid I ono whoso soul bums 
with love such os that of tho bolbal to tho rose. Speak, and I will 
do your bidding 

“Dear m^ history and you wDl know then how I am to bo pitied 
paid tho fair girl and it is told in a fow words 1 was iho 
tlaughtcr of hamblo parcatt, but I was os you see mo— Ihor tar I 
am beautifol th^ mamod mo to my hoitband,—^ they paid,— bat 
thcT sold me »ihlb, ho is old, ho is a tyrant, hn has beaten mo 
with Lis shoe, and I have sworn on his Koran that I will co longer 
“cmtun nuder Lit roof. To* I have twom it. 1 would baro fled 
^Tsterdaj but I paw yon, and I praycdAlla to tend you, and lio lias 
done BO how think of mo what you please bat save mo I And 
pho arose and throwing bcrtclf at my feet ebuped my knees. kou 
will cot rufoao mo protection P if you do and your heart is lianl 
♦awards me one thing olono remains— I Lave prepared a bitter 
draught oad to-morrow i tun will look upon my dead boily 

Alla forbid ' lady said L Do wno has seat mo to you has 
«eat you a wilbng and a fearless plaro fly with mo this Instant, and 

I will lead you to a father who will welcome yon, and n Land for 
away whero our flight will nerer ho d isc oTcrcU, 

“ h ow — to soon P ” pho exebimed 
Ay hdy now} leave your houte Ibis moment j I will protect 
you with my life ” 

* 1 dare not, psbih, 1 daro noti ah, what woald become of ns if 
wewrrediscorrrrdP k cm would oeape hut I — you know o woman t 
fate if tho 11 d« treted in intngue 

“Thru what ran be donoP paid I Abs I I am n strangerio 
the citr and know not w hat to oiln e ” 

“I Will nil my nurse let os lean oil to her — KnlJoo! 

Tho old woman entered. ‘‘A\Tiat on. vour comtnaudsf** said 
he ■' 

“ Lufrti, paid T j “ I lore jonr fair charge with an Intcnaity of 
JO. joa{ this Ii BO jlaeo for ns to pve oar*rlTrs up tohve f r 

II TO IS dingtr ftoJ wo ma» fly i I am a stranger In the city and 
am m tlie cTccf drpartarrfor myhom which is in Ifmtl'wbn and 
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I will couMn licr w illni'; <o nccdinp my luc, 
nud Noiu nd nnd ndMco nn' all ilmf uquiiod ’ 

“To llv ’ to leave lu'ine and e\ oi v one foi llnulosinn, and wdli 
one iinkuown* Arccni ik 'e tliK i*? in nine ■'S , how know } on who 
he !■=, and wIicto he will < ike you ^ J will no( a'^'^ist 3'ou I w.aa 
willing ihai jou phonld have i loM’r, and helped 3 on to get one , 
but ihia IS Tiiero ina(lne‘:‘< — wo ‘hall be rniiud ” 

“ !Mothcr, ’ I “j jjo deeeuer, I swear b}* 3'our head and 
eyes I can be faithful Do Iml help twopooi ere ifmes who'^c afioct- 
iona aie ii\cd upon radi other, nul wo will nnoko the hle‘:snigs 01' 
the riophet on 3 our head to the latesi dax* of ourlncs Ilea\o 
hcic to morrow , m3- failui is a meiohmt nul accompanies mo, ho 
has ample a^cahh foi ns both, and I am his onl3' ciiild, wo shall 
soon bo he3ond an\ chance of pnrsnit, and in oni happiness will foi 
ever bless 3011 as the author of il Ah niiise, omniot yon contino 
something is thcie no spot on the loul ]iisL Golcoitda which 3 on 
could fi\ on for our meeting' 1 cm lew aid 30U iichl3', and now 
promise you one Inmdicd inpcos if 3 on will do 1113 buldmg.” 

Arcoma crathcred coni-acro at nn woids, and fell at the feet of the 
old w Oman 

“ Ktilloo *” she cued, “have 3 on not known mo ns a child ? have 
I not lo\cd you from iiifaiic}- •' Alas' T ha\o neither mother not 
father now, and has he not beaten me with n shoe ? have I net. 
sworn to qint this house and did you not swear on my head 3*011 
avould aid me ?“ 

“''iddiat can I do ? wliat can I do ?” ci icd the nurse , “ alas, I am 
helpless , what can an old woman like me do ?” 

“Anything, everything,” I exclaimed, “w’oman’s wit never yet 
faded at a pinch ” 

“ Did you not say you had made a vow- to visit the dnrgali of 
Hoosain Shah, 'Wnllec ” cried Arccina , “ and did not yon say you 
would take me to present a nuzzur at the sin mo of the hol3^ samt, if 
I recovered from my last illness ? ” 

“ Thou hast hit it, my rose,” said the nurse , “ I had forgotten my 
vow Sahib, can yon meet us at the durgnh to-morrow at noon ? ” 

“ Assuredly,” said I, “ I w'lll bo present Good nurse, do not fad 
ns, and another fifty shall be added to the hundred I have already 
promised ” 

“ May your condescension and generosity increase ' ” cned she 
“ Sahib, I have loved this fair girl Horn hex infancy, and though it 
wdl go sorely against my heart, I will give her into your hands 
rather than she shonld be fuither exposed to the mdigmties she has 
already undergone ” 

“ Thanks, thanks, good nurse, I believe you , but swear on hec 
head that you wdl not hr 'sik yonr faith ” 
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1 arrcar foid tljo old xoman, placmg her himda on Axwroa s 
bead, I rwear the ^hnll bo thine 

tnoa^h," I cried, 1 am content non* ono ombraco and I Icaro 
roiL 1 imU bo inI«od by mj father and ho ■mil fear I am mar 
dcred in tins -mid city 

"Wo took a lon/j pa aionato cmbrocc and I toro myself from her 
To-morroir I cned, and nt iho dnrgoh vrxs meet, norcr 
again to part- So cheer thee, my beloved, and rouse all your cner 
gics for what is before yon. To-morrow will bo an ovcntfol day to 
lu b^ th, and I pray tho pood AJIa a ptosperems ono, 

“ It will it will, cno<t tho nurse “fear not fornnythinp 
pn IS faithful, and ahall occompanTns tho rest nro lonp cp:o n 
sleep and know not you aro here But now bepouo further delay 
u dangcrou and Nuipiz will lead von to tho street-” 

She called and tho same sIoto who had ushered mom led tho way 
to tho door 

By your soul, noble sir by your father and mother do not bo 
untaitbfal or it will lall her 

**I need not swear pretty maiden,” said I; your mistress s 
beauty lias tncUed my heart, and I am hers for ever ” 

Then may Alhi protect yon, slmngcr I That xs your road, if you 
go by tho ODO you camo yesterday 
1 tan.ed down tho street and was soon at home ^fy father was 
tidcep, and I lay down but AlUt Allal how my heart brat and 
my bend throbbed ! A thoosond times I widied 1 hail earned off 
tho bcantifnl Atocma a thoa<ind limes I cursed my own fully for 
laving h ft her when by o word from mo sho would have fonakesn 
Iiome nad every tie and folloneJ mo but it was too late la thu 
jnidd nf conflicting thoophts and vnio regrets I fell nilropt but I 
lad di tnrbcd dreams 1 thooghl her di'honoural lord rad sur 

f 'rucd ns m we tasted draughts of I ivc and a sword plittiTcd over 
us head with which ho was about to rerengo hisdi grace Again, 
1 fanned one of tho moollas of tbo dorgah to be him, and jo 1 1 * 
rhe WS 1 nl*oot to dipart with o% sod wns stepping into a cart he 
rn hej to her and »emd her and I vainly rn leavuun 1 to dm., hw 
Irota lum. I woke in tho (icitcmi nt of the drxam nnd my father 
t to«Nl over roe 

■\VJat, in the rntc*' of the Prupli t the matter with yoo 
\necr Ah, ny son I m I th oilman. It latl eh an f prater 
I cam'’ to awake jt a, ond I find voa tn Mng wildly in trmr sfeip 
nr I calhri, on sore t r thou It 1 conM no di lin'wii h the r atae 
it Foan I'll liken w mans — Vr ma, I think, Win lavrymKen 
td> n ? Hail joaony I aruj Ji t mcl t F ” 

IHnfj wa% ill catt j hra 0 f r oar virtim on 1 I shn IJertd st ll « 
Id e,\ it ralJf 1 op 
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“ ISTo, no,” I said, “ notliing Let me go and perform mj abln 
tions , I ■vail lom yon in tlio namaz It ■wdl compose my tliouglits, 
and I will tell yon ” 

Oni prayeis finislied, 1 1 elated my adventnres of the past night 
He langhed heartily at my i elation of the scene with Zora’s mother, 
and declared I had served her lightly , bnt when I came to that -with 
Azeema, his conntenance was changed and tionhled However, he 
heaid me to the end without interruption, and langnied favourably 
from it I concluded all by throwmg myself at his feet and implor- 
ing his sanction to our union 

“You have gone too far to rctiact. Ameer Ali,” said he “If 
you do not fulfil your promise to Azeema she will drmk the poison 
she has prepared , you will be one causo of her death, and it wiU he 
heavy on your conscience , thciefore on this account I give you my 
sanction I am now old, a few years must see my end, and all I 
have long ■wished for is to mairy you respectably and to see your 
children I endeavonred to effect a marriage-contract inHmdostan 
before we left, but I was unable to do so Theie is now no occasion 
for one , you have made your choice and must abide by it, Alla has 
sent yon your bride and you must take her — take her with my bless- 
ing, and you say she is beautiful, m which you are fortunate 
Money you ■will want, as you have promised some to her nurse , if 
she is faithfal, give her from me an additional fifty rupees , and you 
had better take gold with you, — it will be easier earned ” 

“ Spoken like my beloved and honoured fatlier ’ ” I exclaimed, 
“ and I am now happy I ask your blessmg, and leave you to carry 
our plans into execution "We shall meet agamat Puttuncherroo m 
the evening ” 

“ Inshalla ' we shall,” he rephed “ Be wary and careful I ap- 
prehend no danger, but you had better -take some men 'with you ” 

“I ■vail,” said I, as I rose 'to depart, “ I ■voll ■take some of my 
o'wn, whom I can ■trust , ” and I left him 

My horse was soon ready and my men prepared , but some con- 
veyance was necessary for Azeema, and I ran ■to a house a short dis- 
"tance off where dwelt a man who had a cart for hire I had been in 
previous ■treaty ■with him, ■to be ready in case I should get mteUigence 
of Zora, and had engaged him to go as far as Beedei 

“ Come,” said I, “ Pazil, I am ready and the time is come ” 

“ And the lady P ” said ■the fellow, grinnmg 

“Ah, she is ready ■too, only make haste, we have not a moment to 
lose ” 

“ Give me twen^ty rupees for my mother, and I ■will harness the 
bullocks and put in the cushions and pillows ” 

“ Herethey aie,” said I , “ now be quick — by your soul, be quick*” 
“I ■will be back instantly,” said he , and he disappeared inside his 
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liouv bnt returnod almort immcdiatclj ■with tho cncluoni ond cnr 
tarns of his cart 

There nid he os he completed his preparations and jumped 
on the pole TThcTO was his dnvinij scat, you see I haro not wru 
lone i>OTr whither shall I dneoy to thocityP 

Xo, said I “to Huisain Shah ‘Wnllcos dnrpak Do you pro 
cede and wo will follow you, for I know not tho road. 

I know it well,” ho follow mo closelr 
Does it lead through tho Begum Bazar or tho knrwunP I 
ashed. 

Through both, or either just as you please. 

Vnd IS there no other way P 

“Thcro IS, bat it is Romewhat longer Wo must go by tho Fng 
lish Bcfidenco and tnm np towards tho Gosha ilahal tuoroadwlU 
leal ns far behind both tho knrwnn and Begum Datar 
“ That will do, said I I wish to amid both 
Biwnilla ! then, erred tho dnrer let ns proceed ” and twist 
Jog tho tads of his bnllockB, a fiwgentlo hints from his toes abont 
their hind tiaarteni set them off into a trot which howoTcr they ex 
changed for u more sober pace before wo had got far I allowed 
him to proceed to some distance and then pot my small partr in 
moUou, 


CnATTEn 

now lirttn sii riors Tcmc, sjfp is \ot m•x^TorTr^ 

We soon pn «ed tho suburb< of tho citr and held on onr way to- 
wards tho dnrgah I was not without hope that np might foil in 
with \iecma on tho roail bat in this I was disappointed. As wt 
pas ed orcr tho brow of nu eminence tho tombs of tho Lings c f Col 
ronda broke na onr rgbt oempjing the whole of a rising gronntl in 
front I had nerer before fccn them, indred I knew not of thetr 
eil tmee and they were the moro stnkiDg on this aeeoant I was 
astoni bed at their eirc and raagnlfiecnee eren from that ili lanee 
bnt how ranch morr so when wo npproachrd them nrarrr! o h-sd 
plenty of tirao bef ro ns and I proposed if Iho ilargah hhonld n t 
lio mneh fortlier to dirergr from tho road and eiaminr them I 
nvlo np to th" ilnrcr of tlie ort, and aslcd liim bow f vr wp we rr 
from the phee of onr drstinstinn. 

“ Ion rann-T* the dnrgah set ** raii tho man “hot it is jo^ 
Ivhin 1 the tombs on the lr>ij*r f a Isrgp lank 'ion cannot mns 
it : Yen will t r its while dome an 1 pit spire aboro tl e tamann \ 
trr' s wl eh snrrrnnJ it” 

\fTTgxd, mill do yon gacuthither an 1 if ytm am ssVe'l 
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any questions, say tliat yon belong to a party wbicb is coming ont 
£iom tLe city We shall go to the tombs, and will jom yon shortly ” 

The driver kept to the road, and we, divergmg from it, directed 
onr way to the mansolenms of the departed kings As we appi oached 
them, their immense size, and tbe beantifnl gronps which they 
assnmed as onr pomt of view shifted, stmck foicibly on the mmd, 
wliile the desolation aronnd them added to their solemn appear- 
ance 

“ What a pity,” said Peer Khan, who accompanied me, “ that the 
good people of the city do not make gardens abont these prond 
bnildings ' The spot seems to be utterly neglected, even as a bnry- 
ing-ground ” 

“ They are better as they are,” said I; “the dnst of the present 
miserable generation wonld hardly mix with that of so noble a one 
as that which has left snch a monnment of its glory Ay,” con- 
tmned I, as we entered the first immense tomb, “ these were kings 
and prmces, who he here, men who won their kmgdoms at the 
sword’s point, and kept them, — ^how different to the present degene- 
rate race, who are mdebted for the biead they eat to the generosity 
of the Permghees ’” 

We ascended by a narrow stair to the top of the tomb, and from 
the terrace ont of which the hnge dome piondly reared itself the 
view of the city was snperb , bnt it was not equal to the one I have 
before described to yon, for we saw none of the white buildings , the 
Mecca Mosque and the Char Minar were alone disfemgmshable over 
the mass of trees, if I except the mnnmerable white mmarets which 
rose ont from the fohage m every direction Prom the other side of 
the terrace the whole of the large tombs were seen at a glance — 
each by itself a noble and striking object, bnt rendered still more 
so when grouped with others of smaller size, whose contrast m- 
, creased their massiveness Kot a creature was to be seen , the old 
fort itself, its grey monldermg walls covermg the face of a hnge pile 
of rocks, seemed tenantless, and was m unison with the abodes of 
the illnstnons dead who had built it 

The silence and desolation were oppressive, and we scarcely made 
a remark to each other, as we traversed one by one the mtenors of 
the noble edifices, — some of them dark and gloomy, and filled with 
bats and wild pigeons, whose coomg re-echoed within the lofty 
domes , and ^thers whose wide arches admitted the hght of day, 
and were more cheerful in appearance 

“Enough,” said I, after we had exanuned some of the largest, 
“ we do bnt loiter here while we may even now be expected Xon- 
der IS the dnrgah, and we had better go to it and be prepared, she 
cannot now be long absent ” 

I saw as we approached the sacred edifice that onr cart was ready , 

K 
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bnt wtxs no otter and mj- mind somewhat misgoTO mo 

that Axeema had been nnablo to keep her oppomtmont, and I 
rcsolrcd withm myself that, thonld iho not amvo before noon, I 
'ironld rotnm to the city and seek my bnde, for irach I now con 
sidcrcd her I coold not IcoTO so lovely o creatnro to tho mdo 
treotmont ihowoold crpcncnco from him to whom sho wax united 
— ODO who was nndesemag to possess a jewel inch os sho wos 
bnt it was still early end perhaps some hoars must cUpso before 
sbo conld reach tho dorgah whitm was farther from tho city than 1 
hnd anticipated- 

I cntcrol tho holy precincts, ond after offtriDg up a giflnpon tho 
shneo of tho saint, I put np a fenrent pmvor that the object wo 
hid corao for shnnld end sneers folly Ttis done I sat down 
nndcr thosliado of thotrcc# and enter^ into conv e rsation snth ono 
of the many moollns who attended on tho tomb, and who were con 
stantly employed In reading tho Koran over tho pravo of Uio soint. 
}ro a Led mo who I was. I told him I beJonpod to the city end 
had bronpht my wifo to perform a vow to tho saint on her rccorcr 
Inp from a danperons lUnoss. “Bnt sho is not ytt come said I j “ I 
redo oa with somo of my attendants, and sho will follow and will 
soon bo bero.” 

Hoar after hoar passed, and yet Ajeema did not come Sahib, I 
was lU a tunnent of saspenso and aoxirty Conld sboharo met with 
nny tni fortano ? coald her lord havo n turned home nnexpectcdly f 
conld »Jio have played mofifsoP Ah not tho List! her pnrf her 
Tni»crT woro too slronp to bo feipncil, anti wh.nt object conld sho 
hnro kad in dissembling ? "Noon came on 1 the mnsio of tlio nobut 
bepm to play — sliU no sipns of ber My pntimco was fairly ci 
haast»*<l, and I wrnt to tho placo whrro my hor»o stood, mounted 
luia, and bidding tho rom remain where they were I rodo on to* 
wards tlir city I had scarcely pot beyond tlio small Tlllngo liy 
winch tho darpoh was sarnrand d when 1 saw three carts with 
curtains to tli m can folly rioted appmachinp ily heart beat 
qatcLlr with Ik pe ond I d tmntnrd ! j n turn one of them snrrly 
IS hrnt tlicmghl I and I will await her conunp in the dnrpah. 

“ bl c-irars ' cned I to i i'tt Kltan ns hr raperlr oslcrd Inc 
Cfinv: f my quick TTlnm, Sho rum ^s Mil laiil hiTo Ws cart in 
r\“a hoi's* an 1 laLe it ruond to tho pate whicJi leads towards 1 at- 
Inncl rm>»- 

1 dt m anted ami si tnrl at tl r iratr 

T1 e Gr»t mrt amn d j it was Iill«l with danrnp prli who had a 
n w to irp at the slinnr <mr rf them I aring 1 Ht hrr v lee s nr' 

I me 1 f n I nt I vl non rr«l it, as they »n{ j * I at tli Inl m * 
a fi i f tl I) ly \\ ull e Tl y pi v I m on I I ko n heard tliir 
Yw«.cs I np: p c-c of thnr mclodi s miide th" lonb. 
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Tlie second arrived , tliree old iroiiien. got out, tvIlo Tvere tlie 
bearers of some tiays of sweetmeats for tlie moollas, tbe offering of 
some lady of rank, wbo "was ill and begged tbeir prayers and inter- 
cession with tbe saints for her recovery 

“Mother,” said I to one of them, “ saw yon angbt of a cart with 
three females in it, my zenana in fact, on the road from the city 
“Yes,” said the woman, “they are close behind ns , their vehicle 
broke down m a nvnlet we had to pass, and is coming very slowly, 
but it will be here directly , and the ladies aie safe, for I spoke to 
them and offered to brmg them on, but the damage had been repaired 
somehow or other, and they dechned my offer ” 

“ Alhnmd-nl-illa’” I cried, “ they aie safe then , I have been wait- 
ing here since morning, and in anxiety enough about them ” 

“ ITo wonder,” said the old lady, “for the khanum seemed to be 
pale and weakly -lookmg , but, Mashalla I she is beautiful, and my 
lord too is m every way worthy of her ” 

“ She has been ill,” said I carelessly, “ and her coming is m con- 
sequence of a vow she made ” 

“ May Alla give her a long life and many children ' I feel an 
involimtary interest m a pair whom he hath joined together, in 
every way so fitted for each other , but I go, noble sir, my com- 
panions await my commg ” 

She also passed on, and m a few moments more the cart I so 
longed to see turned the cornei of some projecting houses, and ad- 
vanced slowly towards the gate How my heart throbbed * Was it 
her, my hfe, my soul, or was I doomed to a thud disappointment ? 
It stopped, and I could have fallen down and worshipped the old 
nurse, who first emerged fiom the closely-curtained vehicle , Iran 
towards her, but was stopped by the driver 

“ It is a zenana, noble sir,” he said, “ and courtesy requires you 
to go out of sight, lest their faces should be seen m descendmg ” 

“ Peace, fool ! the women are my own ” 

“ That alters the case,” said the man , “and my lord’s displeasure 
must not fall on his slave for this delay The axletree cracked m 
passmg a rivulet, which is a circumstance no foresight could have 
prevented, seemg that it was newly fitted after the Mohorum ” 

“ It matters not,” said I , “ but you may now leave us I will re- 
turn and pay you your hire there is an empty cart yonder which I 
wdl engage for them to return m ” 

The fellow retired to a short distance, and my breath went and 
came as I put my head mto the curtams and saw my beloved sittmg 
anveded, beautifal beyond description, and her fine features glowmg 
with the excitement of her success 

“Shookur khoda'” she exclaimed, “you are here, my own best 
and dearest , you have not been unfaithtul to your poor slave ” I 
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caagbt her la my armii and imprinted munlwrless kiMM on her 
lipe. 

Tonbal tonha' for slmmol" cned tho old nnrso ‘cnnDot ^oa 
rcEram for a whib P Aiaift her to dumonnt, nnd wo Trill go into 
the dorgoh. 

I did KO nnd cloiely cnrelcped in n boorkn, nnd leaning on tho old 
woman imd Ss urgix , Axeoma followed mo into the incloenrc 

Onr lint care wan to ofTor op nt tho shrino »omo money and a few 
iweetmeats which Aiccmn had brooght with her tho old moolla 
to whom I had beforo ipokcn recciTod them and Imd them on tho 
tomb 

They art) accepted^’’ raid bo ** and whatever nreyers yon mnv 
offer np, oor kma runt will intcrccdo with tho holy Prophet for 
yon, that they bo granted, 

Thanti good moolla> raid Ii all I detire «, that tho pcnrl 
of my eyes may bo protected in hctdlh nnd long apared to mn. 
Tmly an anziona timo bare wo bad of It with her bat kho b now 
mtored to health, and may Alla grant it bo continued 1 

It will be bo ixpUed j Alhnmd ul tlla I onr blenod wunt a 
prayer* are woBdcrfolly clllciciona, and 1 eonlJ relate to my lord 
manv miracles which have been perfertned hcTe 

“So doabt,” rud Ij “tho fomo of Hoo«ain Shah Wglloo is 
(fpread Car and wide and wo of tho city have rmvm to bo tliankful 
lh*il inch ble»vd caiatj wero led m oaya of old li InVo np their 
redlcneo near it for oar prewnl gmeratioa is fn drgradrd that 
withrmt tho aid of hii prayer* tbo duplmsnro of tho Sopremo One 
woald fall hiarily on OJ 

“ lly lord * words Uaro a ■weet and holy ravoar laid the 
moolla, “and ihoTr that, though his bearing is that of a koldier 
his heart Is filled with relipnn j and blifMal it bo in whom l>olh 
are rcen onited, Pat I cotild tell my lord of many of tho mint* 
miracles, if bo has leisaro to bear them j and os ho will not rrtnm 
till the nftemoon, wo cm mt down nndtr tho trees and I will rrLnte 
them.” 

1 xcQso mr good mooHa,” nid “time presses and I harr 
proraivd the syodanre* mother that I will nlom beforo tho cold 
of erming ts in, anil it is now past conn 

“Anyoa will, faid hoi “yet perhaps thr«o few po"^ whlfJ I 
harr comptlrd danne raj Insorr hoars mar mtcrtain as ssell as in 
street if my lord will arcrpi tlirtn i of mar*o 1 o can rtsol Pi ptisn*” 
“ Indifferently Well aud I wr soldiers ore rarelr good sch lirs; 
rierertLel'-vt I will Lero tl»o UkI. and h O' is a tntlo which may 
j niTe actrp able an 1 I pit an a lireffro int j hii hem 1 
The o’ I man * cjrs gUsj*m*>l |m Ij j gj, j afker a profa iJ* 
*r onphmen J Lc hfl cs to emrtelTcs, 
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“1^’ow there is no tune to lie lost,” said old Kulloo; “ne must 
travel fai and fast tins day You Imvo brought a cait ivith you ?" 

“I have, it IS ready, if Ihcio be aught in the ono you came in, 
tell me, and I Mill have it put inlo ihc other ” 

“ Send a man ortuo uilli ns,” said the nurse, “I and ITurgiz 
vnll ari*ango the new vehicle, and return instantly ” 

They too left ns, and no weio alone No ono remained in the 
largo mclosnre, the omen wero still singing in the tomb, and all 
the moollas nero sitting round them li'jteiiing 

“ Can yousuppoit the fatigue of fiiithci travel, Areema ?” said I 
“ I am strong and can boar aii} thing, so I mu n ilh thee and 
thou with me,” she replied “Dearest, I am now secuio, but oh 
the suspense I have ciiduicd since I last saw you, and until I nas 
fairlv out of ■that nlc city ’ ” 

“ Tell me,” said I, “liow did you contrive to elude suspicion?” 
“'When you left ns,” replied Aveenia, “I thought my happiness 
had fled for ever, Inould have gnen worlds to haio called you 
back, and to haie fled mth you then I had seen your noble face, 
I had heard youi vows of loa o , Alla had sent mo a lovci such as 
my warmest lancy had painted to me, avhilo I avas daily sufTeiing 
torments which the fond and loving only can feel, when their affec- 
tion IS I'cturncd by severe and bitter insult , and I thought I had 
lost him, that I had only gamed a few moments of bliss, avhich 
would appear bke ono of those dreams that had often cheated my 
sleeping fancy, to leave me when I awoke to the bitter icalities of 
my sad lot — and I was inconsolable , but my kind old nurse and 
Nurgiz soothed me They told mo they would die for me, and as- 
sured me you would be faithful, so I gatheicd courage, and Kulloo 
proposed that wo should make immediate preparations for flight 
We packed up some clothes and my jewels, and all the money 
which, had been left with us, — a few hundred rupees, — and before 
morning we lay down to take a little sleep At daylight Kulloo 
told the other slaves and the two old servants that I was going to 
this durgah, and sent ono of them for a cart , it came about sun- 
rise, and conccalmg the articles we had packed up in two large 
bundles of carpets and sheets, which we said we should reqmie to 
sit on at the durgah, we put them into the cart, got m ourselves, 
and the driver made the best of his way hither ” 

She had just spoken, when Kulloo came to us 
“ All 13 prepared,” said she “ I have dismissed the other cart, 
and your new one is now ready , — do not delay ” 

There was no occasion for her to hurry us, we were as well in- 
clmed to set off as she was, and we rose and followed her 

The cart was ready — my men with it, and Nurgiz already mside 
Azeema got m, and her old nurse followed 
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Ton too P cned T- 

Teft, lleor Rn-Tiih my home is at Boeder Tr-hither I •mil acoom 
pany yon; the aty si no lonj^er safe for mo my life "wonld be 
forfeiwd -were I ever to enter it again, and fall m -mth that prmco 
of devils, Nnsrut All "whoee house is now dishononred, and 

whose heard we have apat npom 

Bnve on,” I exolaimed to Faxil ** to as fast as you can we 
must reach Patomoh er roo before night-falL 

The road from the dnrgah, after passing the tank upon which 
it -was Bitaated, led throng a wild pass pilea of rocii frowned 
orer na, and the road was at timai bo narrow that the cart oonld 
teeroely proceed. 

“ A rare place for a little work, said I to Peer TThan, as we 
reached a low barrier wall thrown acrosa the read, and picrood with 
holes for mutketry “many a wild deed hflS been done hare m 
tnnea past, I’ll warrant 

“ They ted queer stone* of the plaoe, he rephod “ and we have 
used it oureelvee m some of our late axpodrbans from the ofy 
There he the aeren bunneas yon beard and he pomtod out a 
rexDsrlcable rook not ter from the road. A sad bntmees we had 
with the grere it wia all rook tmdemeath, and the bodies were 
hardly oemred but who asks about them m this oonntry P Why 
as we accompanied the travellers, 'we asw lymg m this very pa« 
the bodiea of two men who had beem murdeiM and dread^ly 
mangled.” 

“ Wed," eaid I, we have left our marlo behind na at any rate, 
and all thmgs oousidsred "we have been lucky It mattera not if 
we grt no more bmuj ail the way to Hmdoetaiu 

We hare enongh to make ns oomfortahle for acme yearB,” BOid 
he nererthelen one s hand gets ont of practice, yon are bnt 
young at the work the more yon have for a few years to oome, 
the better ” 

We reached Pattunoheiroo late m the erenmg bjiH to my max 
preasible joy found my tether and the whole band safely oraved 
and comfortably encamped •ander a large tree, which 

■was a tekeer a tomb. Om of onr small tents had hapn pitched for 
Aieema, and after seeang but strtAled tot Maxi -mgbt 1 lomed -my 
father 

Ton are a Inoky fellow ” said he when I had told him of nil 
my success “ I have been m anxiona suspense abont yon, especially 
when the evomng aot m and yoa camo not bnt now there is no 
danger we are once again m the country and the roads are our 
own. And now tell me, what is your now bnde HLo P Is she as 
handsome as Zora P 

“ She IS quite as handsome,” said I “ the full moon is not more 
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beaufaful , sTie is tender m lier love, and of an affectionate and kind 
disposition Ton must see lier to-morrow, slie is now fatigued 
with, travel ” 

“ And you must he fatigued also, my son, and hungry too I 
have a rare pilau ready for you ” 

It was brought, and after sending a portion to Azeema, my 
fingers were very soon busied with the rest of the contents of the 
dish , and I enjoyed it, for I had tasted nothing but a few of the 
sweetmeats Azeema had brought with her durmg the whole day 


CHAPTER X X n 

Rosalind — ^Now tell me how long you would have her, after you have 
possessed her 

Orlando — For ever and a day 

As You LiKe It, Act IV , Scene 1 

On the fourth morning we reached Beeder If not So striking in 
its outward appearance as we approached it as Hyderabad, this 
city was nevertheless mterestmg The summit of a long table- land 
broke mto a gentle descent, and from it Beeder suddenly opened 
on our view The walls of the tovm occupied the crest of a high 
ridge , and over them one tall minaret, and what appeared another 
lude unfinished one, of great height, towered proudly On the 
right hand the large white domes of some tombs peeped out of a 
grove of mango trees, with which the hill was clothed fiom top to 
bottom , and there was a quiet solemmty about the approach to the 
now nearly deserted capital of the Dnkhun, the favourite residence 
of the once proud and powerful Bahmunee kmgs, which accorded 
well with our feelmgs, and formed a powerful contrast to the busy 
city we had just left Some of our men, who had gone on in ad- 
vance, had chosen a spot for our encampment near the gate of the 
city upon the road we were to take m the mommg , but separatmg 
from my party, I rode through the town, which, though now mean 
in comparison to what it must have been, was more st rikin g than 
I had expected to find it 

I jomed the encampment on the other side, which now presented 
its usual busthng appearance some were already cooking their 
mormng meal by the edge of the well, others were bathing, and all 
talking and conversmg m that joyous manner which showed their 
mmds weie free from care and full of happmess, at the prospect of 
a speedier return to their home than they had anticipated, and well 
laden with a rich booty 

“ My father, this is a city full of true believers,” said I, as I joined 
him , “ Moollas there must be in plenty, and I pray you to send for 
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one that the 'nnra. may be pecformed, anil that I may receive Ateema 
at your hands a« my Tnfe? 

I Tvill not oppoee it, my aou but the old moolla, "whoever he 
may be, "will thmk it atrange.” 

** He may tfimV what ho please*, said I but I can no longer 
live without her therefore pray oomidor the point settled, and send 
for him at onoe. 

AoocFrdmgly Peer TThw-Ti waa despatched for the holy person, "who 
duly amved. He "waa rooeived with the greatest ooarto^ hy my 
fftthfn- and the objocft for which be was mjnired was oipmined to 
him. He expressed the utmost astcniahmeiit it was a proceeding 
he hod never heard of, for peraans to celebrate a mamsge on a jour 
ney and ttoj in every respect improper and mdelicaite 

When he h>td exhanatod hia protestations, my father rephed to 

“Look you, good mooHa,” said he, there is no one "who puys 
more respect to the forma and usages of our holy huth than I do. 
Am I not a syud of Hmdoatan P Do I not say the n s mai five fame* 
a d^ fart in the Ram tan, and ke«p every festrval eo]omed by ths 
law r An 8 unwilling as I am to do anything which may be thought 
a broach of the roles of our faith, aroumstnnces which I cannot 
explain render it impera tiv e that thia oeremony should be performed 
and if vtru refuse, ^ I can say is, that there u no wont of mooUaa 
in Beoder and if you do not pworm it some lev sampulonj person 
must, and earn tne reward which I now offer to you " and my 
father laid two axhrufees before him. 

** That alters the case materially eaid the moolla, pocketxcg the 
money Since the oeremony mart be performed, in Alla s Tiarrm 
let it take plnoe. It was no doubt fated that it should be so, and you 
win therefore find no person m Beeder more willing to read the form 
of the mka thm myself, Let me I pray you retum for my book,- — I 
will bo beck mrtantly " and he departed 

“ There, cned my father “ I thought it would bo so Ho one 
can "TTithetand the sight of gold. From the pnnoe on the throne to 
the meanest peasant, it is the same its influence is all powerful. 
With it a man may purchase hi« neighbour s oonsmemoe, hii negh 
bour 8 wife, or his daughter j with it a man may bribe the venerable 
Haxee of Knxees, in any ho pleases, to declare him umocont, 
had he committed a hundred nnuders, forged dooumenta, stolen lua 
neighbours goods, or been gnil^ of every "nllamy under the sun 
with it a goed man may be better — but that is rare — a bad man m 
Grease* his own damnation for it any one will ho, cheat, roh» 
murder and degrade himself to the level of a beert young women 
will dishonour their lords , old women will bo bnbod to assist them. 
A man who has hoards will pructifco every knavery to inercoso them. 
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yet IS neYor liappy , tlioso avIio Lave no money, Lnnger and tlurst 
after it, and are also never Lappy Give it to a cLild to play witb, 
and by some mystenoos instinct Le clntcLes it to Lis bosom, and 
1 oars if it be taken fiom Lim In sLort, its influence cannot be 
opposed , old and young, iicL and poor — all are its slaves Men’s 
wisdom IS notLmg, men’s eloquence is notlnng, tLeir cLaracter 
notbing, tbeir rank notLmg, but tbis vile metal, wLicL Las no 
voice, no intellect, no cLaractei,no rank — this rules our destinies on 
eaitL as surely and as potently as Alla Limself does m heaven ” 

“Alla ke Qoodrut*” said I witL a sigL, “ youi words are true, 
my father, now that one tLmks on them , and we Lave Lad a pre- 
cious specimen in the sudden change of opinion in the woithy 
moolla, who asked no further questions when he saw your gold ” 

“Ho cried my father, “and if one only Lad enough, one might 
rule the world Who was Sikundur ^ By all accounts, a petty 
pimce, not half so powerful as Le who lules this country , and yet, 
when Le gained favour m the sight of the jins, and afterwards by 
Lis magic got doimnion over them, did they not place the treasures 
Leaped up in the bowels of the earth at Lis disposal ? and who could 
then stop Lis career ^ Is not this aU written m a book, and is it 
not as true as the Koran ?” 

“It were heresy to doubt it,” said I, “but here comes the subject 
of our conversation, with Lis book under Lis arm , I will prepare 
Azeema ” 

I went to her “ Dearest,” cried I, seating myself and passmg 
my arm round her waist, “ dearest, the time is come, when, with 
the blessmg of Alla and my father’s sanction, you will be mine for 
ever, and when the law shall bmd us togethei, for death alone to 
separate us A moolla has come , and with your permission, now, 
even now, the mka shall be performed , further delay is idle, and I 
am consumed with the burnmgs of my love ” 

“ So soon, Ameer Ab ? Oh, not till we reach your Lome WLat 
will your father think of my consentmg to this wild umon ?” 

“ He sanctions it, beloved , ’twas Le who sent for the moolla , 
’twas Le who persuaded him to perform the ceremony , and they 
but await my return to the tent to read the words which make you 
mine foi ever ” 

“ Alas ' I know not,” said the fair girl , “ I am another’s wife — 
Low can this be done ? ” 

“ Forget the hatefnl marriage,” I cned , “ Azeema, these objec- 
tions will kill me Am I not your slave ? Are we not now on our 
way to a distant land, where he from whom yon have fled will never 
again hear of you ? Ah, do not continue to talk thus, for it seems 
like a bitter mockery that you should Lave fled with me, now to 
deny yourself to me ” 
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1 ^ 0 , no no! do not Riy BO, my lord yon mrcd me from inmlt, 
and from a mlscrablo death to irhich I had doomed myself I otn 
yoor slaxe not yoa mine ; do yon chooso with mo it !» ovm 
n% yon w^l- I will follow yon tdj death." And she hid her face m 
my bo«om. 

” Then," cried I, “bcloTcd, the propiratwni aro soon made Call 
Knlloo, and let her know all." 

The old woman came, and was orcijoycd to hear of my proposal 
I had frtircd yon would not haro bonnd yonrsolf by tms tie, 
"Metr Sahib," said ehc, "and my mind sorely tronbled me on tho 
Bobject bnt now I am case and I wilt pire my procious child to 
yon with joy and conddcnco may yon bo blc^>cd m hor and sco 
yoor children s children 1 Wonld that I could proceed with yon I 
but I am old and my bones ond apint would not rest easily in a 
stranjnJ land yonr genoronty and what I haro scraped tog;othor is 
cnongh to make mo comfortablo for life and when my hour comes I 
ahall dto content 

Then bo qoicl said I "pot np a screen and I will call tho 
rooolLa j you can all three of yon elt behind it while the ceremony is 
read. 

\ doth was stretched from on© side of the tent to tho other and 
fastened to tho proond my father myself and the moolla sat on 
ODO side the females on tho other 

All IS ready raoollajee " said I begin. 

lie opened nil book and read tho nsoal semee in Arahic. I did 
not nnderstand a word of it neillier indeed did hoj bnt it was saOi 
cicnt that it liad bemread—tbo ceremony was complete and Arcema 
was mine for errr 

It winUl haro l>em a pity toIuiTc left Tleedcr without seeing more 
of the torn ond fort, of whicli 1 liad hrnrd many praises ; and in tho 
rrming thrrrf re ray fitber tnyM.lf an i a few others strolled into 
the town f rr tho pnrpo^ of fceiDg what we maid. !■ irst wo pi <eil 
the old Jlo Irr a, a noble ma s of rams tho front was corereil w ith 
Iruntjful rnatnel from top to bottom an 1 tlio immense minnirl 
which we hid seen from a di tnneo in the morning was also coTcml 
with the same The lioge roonJ fra-Tnrnts of nm ther Jir scat (end 
cbmt In cTrry direction and 1 could well pirtnreto myself thn rnh’e 
Imil ling It mo t hire b-m, ere hr an unfirtanite npl-vsion of pun 
Tviwd r when n r^l ri n tnagum hr Aaronpr Is its front was 
b’ «n cat one minaret drstnyid, an I tho whuli rent and torn as If 
by an rertl quilr 

Id mg onwareli ne amreil at an pm sjciee l>«f re th nrnnt 
an 1 nijnti ruins of tl e f irt. Piles open piles t f old rnm <1 pv 
Jiers, in r-any p’lers Inilt open !l.e walls tli m rlrrs and all t ! 
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Uic imcnifici nci'* of flioir lm»l< 1 ot s (Imi nin f liincr o Ind n'^ j c( '=0011, 
«ori' n lr-''on io limnMo pronrl in'iti. fo (( u Ii htm iluit ho too mto-t 
innoliU'r in tho <ltist i>- tlunr fonjuh r-. ln<l dono 'I'lioi h ul slooil for 
Oiuhnu’^-. M'l non tho onl, (ho lui. nncl (he mid jnixion noio the 
only t^'ii'ints of thoco ^jdondidhilh nln ro om 0 ho ui(y hnci dnclt; 
nnd h'ld ho^n the ndor-d on ot (ho hn\o tmd j^h^runi'; 

Whoro mnx’ now (ho pnnoch •-(t('', (Ik* p mii]i of ronllv (ho 
frillnnt mnriorsnho Ind ofohl monni d (In •'<' loft\ i.nlls and (oners, 
nnd t^o oft h.dden doinnco to ho ts of nnadois'’ All nero fxone , 
nil wn'; non loni'U nnd dv'<>la('', •\ nl the si dim ss aotoulod ncll with 
(he nnnon-i 'in]n''ir.ince of (ho so no Iv'foro us Not hone\or (Ind. 
(ho ivnlls non* dthj'.dn'od or on tlhto\. n {h> /nnii'inud ns (inn nnd 
solid ns evtr, and hero ind (In (ho inn-’lo of n ('uinon jioiid- 
inir from n loophole or rndo imhi-nsnre slu'nid (Ind tiny neio 
nidi cipnhlo of dt h nc< (hou;;!), nhis * deft mh is there note none 
"We (honcht (he p! >co di'oln(« 1 \ d* it- d, 'Uid neid on (o (he gn(o- 
nny It \,ns nnissiie, nnd htirhU onnmeidt d ndh on itnel nork, 
such ns no hid s. h^hiro m the old Mudiissi nnd (he (otnbs at; 
Golcondn 

Wlnlc no ihns stood ndimrint: (he outside, n soldici njipionchcd 
ns nnd nshed nnr hnsim'ss 

“dVc nro siriTi'.'ors, nho lm^opId np in (ho (onn foi (lie day,” 
nnsnorcdniy fidur, “nnd noteidd not lone (In* sp >( ndlnml look- 
ing n( the %oiurihlo felt of i.hith m hn\e lit nnl fu much !Mn} no 
liL pemntted (o enter 

“Ccil'iinh ” he replied, “ persons of } onr resjiecf'ihle npponnnec 
nro nln ns gladly admitted If \ou n dl follon me, 1 mil Fhon jou 
over (he ndenor nhich is nnrthy jonr iiisjieetion ” 

dYc follon ed him, and passing (hiongh two gntennys, nhieh wcio 
defended by trivorses bo as to be irapcncti iblo 10 invaders, nc slop- 
ped under the third, nnd onr conductor s nd, — 

“ The ixioms nboao this 11 e noil north seeing, if yon mil nseend ” 
“ Sniolv,” said I, “ nc •(vonhl mlhngly see c\ei} thing ” 

"We ascended a nnrroiv stnir, aihich nt (he (op opened into a small 
but beautiful smte of rooms, profusely adoined nilh cnnmel, far sur- 
passing in its biilbancy of colours and minuteness of design any that 
Tve bad before seen on the outside Sentences of (be Koian in nhilo 
letters on a brilliant azmo ground nero all louiid (be cornices, and 
the ceilings and walls were covered mth Honors of e\eiy hue nnd 
design, their colonrs and the enamel m which they were noiked 
bemg as fiesh and bright as the day they were fiist painted 

“These are impenshable,” said 1 to my father, “would that the 
buildings which held them could be so too, to remain to generations 
yet nnbom a proof of the magnificence and wealth to nlnch they 
owed their erection 1 ” 
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Ay Old he there rcqairci no heller proof than these of the 
prevnt degeneracy The momupchs of those hmes Trero just and 
UhcTul as srcll u powerful ; Iho wealth their dominions brought them 
was freely expended m bcaulifying their cities, nnd raising edifices 
by which they might bo remembered. I»ow with the same do- 
Tuinions, the wealth they bring u either uselessly hoarded or waste- 
folly expended now no bunding* ani o as monuments of a dynasty 
no armies rejoice in the presence of a broTO and noble sorercign, and, 
Ktimnlalcd by bis example win for him renown at the points of their 
bngbt swords. All now iB mean and sordid from tho poor ■^wnsioncd 
dcMpendant of Shah Jehnn and Alomqcer to tho rcprescntatiro of tho 
once proud Soobahs of tho Dnlhun 

ICS Kud onr eondnclor ; “ what is the use of now calling one- 
self a soldier w^tb scarcely bread to cat P The few of ns who are in 
tho fort wander about tho rnin* of tho noble palace* nnd tho deserted 
walls, and onr only enemies ore tho panther* and hrtenas who haro 
taken adrantngo of tho yearly Increasing jungle ani deflation, and 
bid fair to expel ns altogether Bat look from the mndow sir* tho 
open gronnd orcr which von camo i* cnllod tho Fnltch SFydan, tho 
plain of victory Ilcro tho prond monarch^ of Boeder first tho 
Jlahmuneo and afterwards the Bcerred dynasties, n<ed to sit while 
thnr gallant troops ponred forth from the gnte*, and amnsed whilo 
thcT gratified tlicir sovereign with feats of arms. And yonder 
added he toiing ns to another window “yonder aro their tombs, 
whom their mortal remains rest thongh their ipints nro in tho 
hie •ed paradise of onr Prophet. 

Wo looked, and tho new was lovely os it was nnexpectnl Wn 
were on tho t p of w Lat appeared to bo a lofty mountain so for and 
so deep did tho noble cinanso of Talley beforD os de>emd The Muo 
listaneo melted into tho I lae of tlw hcavmv while nearer and nearer 
to ni tho nllagcn nnd ficl Isbccamo morennd morudutlnct till cliwi 
nmler uv they seemed ns it were drawn oat on a map and among 
them st tckI the tombs, a elnster of noble-lookmg ediQrcs tJieir white 
donei plmn^ in tho red light of the declining snn 

“ Ay ” I they mast lure felt that they were kin"^ whfln 
they paieil 0 Inimngly on their gallant soldiers and looked frth 
over tho lovely country which thev roled 

Come” Slid my LuIkt breaking m upon mv reQrelIon% which 
were rapi Uy p«>J>ling tho open spuv of the 1 otlrh ilylan with the 
troops an I wamors i f pisl ogr^ and piclnnng to me tlieir manly 
game* their mock C.,hl til shnaM of the cnntinlin'* parties 
while from ih spot wh non I stnn>l tho proiv-i of the king and se- 
elimatirmt of hii cnnrtiert wrrw ringing ihruogh the atrli 1 W' fi 
a 1 rr-iehn 1 1 1 t! moltito lei witlumt— (Jom it growirg 
U e an 1 we mu t scon rvtom.** 
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We again foUo'wed our guide, and as Tfe passed over a causeivay 
Tvlncli rras built across the moat, we liad a noble new of its great 
width and depth The bottom was partially covered by stagnant 
pools, the remams of the water the monsoon had deposited , for tho 
miny season was now past The fosse was very curiously dug, with 
a new to defence, hanng been excavated out of the solid rock to a 
considerable depth, thiee walls had been left standmg, with large 
intervals between each, and they would ceitainly oppose a most 
formidable mteiruption to an invader 

We entered the fort by a large gloomy archway, withm which 
some soldiers were lounging , and from thence, traversing a large 
court-yard covered with fragments of rums and rank brushwood, we 
emerged mto an open space beyond Here a -scene of stdl greatei 
desolation than even the outside piesented opened on our new, rums 
of all desciuptions — of palaces, stables, offices, baths, magazines for 
arms and ammunition stiewed the ground, it was a melancholy 
Bight, but the whole was endently far beyond repair, and fast hasten- 
mg to destruction 

We left the spot, to see the only remaimng real curiosity of the 
place, an immense cannon, the sister, as our guide told us, of one at 
Beejapoor It was on a high bastion, from which there was a 
magnificent new of the plam b^elow us, over which the huge fort now 
fl.ung its broad deep shadow, while the distant country was fast 
fadmg mto obscurity xmder the growmg darkness of the evemng. 
The herds of the town, wmdmg up the steep ascent from the plain, 
alone broke tbe impressive silence, as their lowmgs, the tmklmg of 
their numberless bells, and the melancholy yet sweet notes of the 
shepherd’s rude pipe ascended to our lofty station 

But we could stay no longer , we returned by the way we had 
come, and though I longed to have roamed over the ruined and 
deserted palaces, and explored their recesses, it was too late , dis- 
missing our guide therefore with a small present for his civdity, we 
retraced our steps to our encampment. 

Brom Beeder, sahib, we had no adventures worth relatmg till we 
reached EUichpoor, by which town we directed our route homewarde:. 
However we did not travel by the same road as we had done in 
commg down, which would have led us by Mungrool and Oomraotee, 
and we had good reason for avoiding both places the remembrance 
of the fate of the sahoukar would necessarily be fresh in the memory 
of the inhabitants of the latter place, and our appearance was too 
remarkable to be easily forgotten So we struck off from hTandair 
on tho Godavery towards Boorhanpoor, and when we reached Akola 
in the Berar valley, we turned agam towards Bllichpoor, and reached 
it m safety You must not think, however, that durmg this long 
journey we were idle , on the contrary, we pursued our avocation 
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with thn tamo tpint and gnccc ta with which wd had commcnoed tad 
continncd oar fortanalo expedition nod no traveller howtrrr 
humble who joined onr partv orwa* dcco jc d omong ns, etaapedj 
and by this meant thongh oar booty was not matennUy incrcatcd, 
yet wo collected tntGcient to tnpport nt withont taking nnght &x>m 
tho general ttock, which was to bo divided whoa wo reaped oar 
homo 

\t Ellichpoor wo encamped under tomo largo tamarind trees, 
clow to tho dnrgah of Rhymm Sbnli Doolah. It was n qniot lovely 
Bpot Below tho dargah ran a small nvrr which had its n*o in tho 
neighboanng monntaiaa and over its itrcnm tho liallowed bmid 
ingt of tho ►amt, embowered in thick trees, seemed to bo tho abode 
of p'meo and repose Thither Aseoma and myself^ attended by some 
of oar men, went os #000 ns wo had rested oorselvcs a littlo ond 
changed onr road-soiled garments to present onr offLnngs at the 
■hnne and to offlr np onr thonksgiTings for tho continncd caro and 
protection of Vila. 

This done I sent her back to onr camp and entered into general 
conrcrmtion with tlio moollas, as was my wont, jn order to gather in 
forrantioa to guide os m oorenterpnses and from so largi a aty as 
Llhdipoor I lisd some hopo that wo should gam a valuable bc^y 

^Ve conversed npon many topics of enryUay occurTtmeo at last, 
oaa of tho moollai asked mo wuero 1 had como from and whither I 
SI as going I said I was a borse-dmlcr who had Leva down to 
HyJeralttd with horses from Iliodostan and was now rctaming 
haring di no od of them- And tho men who accompany you who 
nro they P ’ askid tho moolla. 

3Iy father who is a merchant is one raid I ” besides him 
then? aro Ihogroomsand attemlantswlio accompanied ns ond several 
trar Hers nho liaro joined us from timo to time as wo journeyed 
hithrr 

“Thm vou arc a kaGla P said tbo moolla. 

I jactly so raid 1 “ and feeling onr. Ives to bo strong wo nro 
d termlniJ to try the road to Jobbulpoor by Uaifool, wbiclu 
thongh un afo fur small bodies presents no obstacle to our nnmcToos 
partr ” 

tcTtainlr not, he rrnliedi "and tho nrid will rarn yoa along 
dtslanfm n 1 irh r* a wonld biro lc\d to travel had yoa gone ruand by 
■Nogpo* n an 1 since you arc brnt on trying thojanglo roatl, prrbapi 

Tou wmilln t hare any objection to an incrtaso to yonrpnrty ? sad 
J think I ennli gvt you onr 

" (.^rfainly n t," said I »f iho irarelliM arc resp^rfaUe 

" II ghiy K sai 1 tl « ro'vilh the |K-rsun of whom I spral: U » 
man ot raiiV n * Ir tl an a cawab who ii n.lumlng to his aei bc» 
who rules o>ir BL piL 
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"All, I have licaid of him, I lliink,” said I, "you do not moan 
the miivah, Subzee Khan, as ho is called P ” 

"Tho veiy poison, and a fine old soldici ho is It is a pity he is 
so addicted to the snbzco or bhang', from yhich, hoiievei, he has 
gained a name •which it is yell knoiMi has stinck terror into his 
enemies on tho battle-field, and has fairly supeiseded any otbei he 
may have had ” 

“ It IS a pity,” I said , " for rcpoit speaks v cll of the noble khan, 
and his deeds of arms are kno'v\n to all vho have so]onmed m Hin- 
dostan I shall be right glad to accompany him, for ’tis said also 
that ho IS a laie companion ” 

“Ton have hcaid rightly,” said tho moolla "The nnwab will 
bo heie before sunset, as he always comes to converse with us and 
dnnk his bhang , if you will step over f i om your encampment when 
I send to you, I will mtiodnco you to him ” 

“Thanks, worthy moolla,” said I, “you only need -to summon 
me, and I will attend your call "w itli pleasure ” 

I left him soon after Heic was the commencement of an adven- 
ture which promised fairly to eclipse all our former ones , tho rank 
of the nnwab, the nnmboi of followers he would necessarily have 
wuth liim, and the noise there would be made about him when he 
was missed, — all contributed to render this as pretty an adventuie 
as a Thug seeking plnndoi and fame could desne 

I did not mention a woi'd of my hopes to any one , I was deter- 
mined to have this matter all to myself, both m plan and execution 
If I succeeded, my fame and character were established for ever, and 
I could not fail with so many to back me A momentary thought 
flashed across me — that tho nnwab was a man of war, that he would 
be armed to the teeth , and w ho was I that I could oppose him ? but 
I dismissed it m an instant as unworthy My confidence in my own 
prowess, both as a Thug and with eveiy weapon whether on foot or 
on horseback, was unbounded , it had never as yet been checked, 
and I feared nothing living, I believe, m the form of man 

Yes, Ameer Ah, said I, you and all youi tube have ever feared us 
Englishmen You have never yet attacked one of us, nor dared 
you. 

The Thug laughed Ko, sahib, you are wrong , we never feared 
you, but to attack any of you would have been impossible When 
you travel on horseback you are not worth attacking, for yon never 
carry anythmg about yo'ur persons In your tents you are suc- 
rronded by a host of servants, and at night you are always guarded 
When you 'travel post, we might possibly get a few rupees from your 
palankeens, but you are generally armed, you usually carry pistols, 
and some of us must undoubtedly fall before we could effect our 
object But, above all, there would be such a hue and cry if any of 
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jtm wtTO nuking tlmt it would bo impo^iblo to c«apc c^iwciallj 
nny property wo might take from yKm wtrold uMurcdly lead to our 
detection. 

Tour rcasoni nro weighty said I hoghing but I suspect, Ameer 
All, yon do not IDco the piatoli and that is tho reason wo haro 
ctenped yon- But goon wnth your •torj’ I hare interrupted jon 
Well then, eahib to continno. I waited very impatiently till to- 
wards erenlng when, us I wn< sitting at tho door of my tent I saw 
ft man on horsebach, attended by a small rctinuo, among whom to 
my pmt astonishment was a young good looking girl mounted on a 
spirited pony coming down tho road from tho City Ho parsed near 
tmr camp and crossing tho nror ascended tho opposito bonk and 
entered Uia durgnh. fls this my now victim P 1 svns not long in 
suspoDM' a moMago soon camo from tho moolla, reqncstmg my 
company and taking mr sword and shield with mo I follow^ tlia 
man who had como to caU mo. 


CHAPTER XSm 
n« Tss s ftslvsrt knleht and keen, 

Aod lii4 la many a tattU Ifra \ 

Ilia esebrosr dark and of fire 

Shoved iplrit pTond an^ jrrompt to Lre — ^arMlos. 

firsTTO with tho old moolla I have beforo mentioned, the nawnh, 
Sobreo Khan Uobadoor ( for by thot namo alone I know him) was 
quailing bin bitter and intoncaling draught. Around him stood 
somo of Ins retainers, 6crcc looking fellows one or two of them with 
deep scars on thnr rough nnagen which slowed ther Im I hrarrly 
f Unwed their noble master through many a hanl fnnght llrhl 11^ 
hind him rat the slnvo I Uaro mentioned, a ilenilcr fair girl who w»s 
bu ily engaged in malang a fresh bowl of tho infusion tlio nnwab 
was so fond of 

The moolla introdoecd me "This" snid he my lord, is Iho 
Toong man I spoke of I need rrpoat no praises of him for no 
dodhl your di«rcrning cyis will at onre observe tliat he is a per^n 
of rrspHTtability and gorwl btrcdlog nnd a Ct companion for cm 
of my lonl a riallcd rank-** 

1 prrv'ntrtl t! e I ill of mv sword as a nurzur and after touching 
it With Ills hwnl, he bid me bo scatr<l near him on tbernrpil 

This J was Ino polite to do so rtca mg myself on the groan 1 of 
nnworthin si f such 1 emonr I seatrdmyvlfnn mrherls on thee'lu'o 
of ll ecarpei, and plvr.1 my aword and ahlH I b lore me 

The sword Immtdnttly attracted his alttntioa- ‘ That b ' 
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noble -sveapon, Meer Salub,” said lie, “ may I be allowed to look at 

1C?” 

“ Ceitainly,” said I, picseiitmgtbe bilt, “tbeswordisatmyloid’s 
seivice ” 

“ Nay, IMeer Sabib, I want it not , but I am curious m these 
matters, and have a choice collection, u hich I will one day showyou ” 

He diew it carefully fiom tho scabbaid, and as tho brightly 
polished blade gleamed in the sunlight, he looked on it with a smile 
of dehght, such as one would gicet an mtimate fiiend with aftei a 
long absence 

I must, however, describe him In person ho was tall and strongly 
made his aims in particulai, which weio distinctly seen thiough 
his thrq. muslin dress, were remarkably muscular, and very long , his 
figure was shghtly inclined to coipulency, peihaps tho effect of age, 
whioh had also sprinkled his cuiling beard and mustachios with giey 
hairs , or it might be that these had been mereased in number by 
the dangerous use of the ding he drank in such quantities His 
face was strikingly handsome, and at once bespoke his high birth 
A noble forehead, winch was but little concealed by his turban, was 
covered with vems which rose above its sm-faco, as though the proud 
blood which flowed in them almost scorned confinement His eyes 
were large and piercmg like an eagle’s, and, but that they weie 
swoUeu and reddened by habitual intemperance, would have been 
pronounced beautifal He had a promment thm nose, large nos- 
trils, almost transparent, and a mouth small and curved hke a bow, 
which, when the features were at rest, wore an habitual expression 
of scom His flowmg and graceful beard and mustachios, which I 
have already mentioned, completed a countenance such as I had 
never seen the like of before, and have not met with smee The 
whole was mexpressibly striking, and in the meanest apparel the 
nuwab would at once have been pronounced by any one to be a man 
of high family and a gallant soldier 

A rosary of large pearls was about his neck, and with this excep- 
tion he wore no ornaments His dress was studiously plain, while 
it was neat m the extreme I remarked two deep scars, one on the 
back of his head where it jomed the neck, the other on his broad 
chest, and its deep seam was not concealed by the thm dress he 
wore Such was Subzee Khan, who had won his lenown m many a 
hard fight, and whom I was determined to destroy on the very fimt 
opportunity 

He continued lookmg at the blade so earnestly and so long, that 
I began to think that it had possibly belonged to some victim of my 
father’s, who might have been known to the nuwab, and I was 
mentally fra min g a reply in case he should ask me where I got it, 
when he suddenly said, as he passed his finger along the edge, “ So 

o 
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yon too haro fccn battle*, tny fhond thoro arc Bomo iLpht denta in 
this good rrrord Trluch haro not c*copcd tho touch of on old *ol- 
dicr HoTT did it como by them ?** 

“ Oh, n tnflmg tlormiah with robben us I camo down from Hindo- 
fftan. Bald I I related to him onr affair with tho thieve* in tho 
"Nirmul road. 

It wai well done, taid ho, when I ended my acconnt “ but 
mothink*, yon might haro followed np yxmr enccc** and iliced Bomo 
more of the rognea a httlo. Thu weapon would not have failed 
yon if rnnr heart had not 

“ify heart never faded mo yet “Nnwab I replied thoso wLi 
hnow mo well al*o know that I bum for on opportnmt^ to pron 
that I am a man and no coward but wbat co^d I do in that in 
^lanco? there wero bat fow of n*, and tho jonglo was terribly thick 
—wo could not harofollowod them in tho dark. 

“Ton are right " ho replied and wliat sav yon my yooDp, 
fnend, to following tho fortoncs of Snbico K}mn ? Ho no* at 
present nanght to giro thco bnt Inahallal tho timo is fast op« 
proacbing when men of tried vnlonrmay winBomctbing Slyfricml 
Do^t Mahomed writes to mo to como quickly for ho lias need of 
leaders in his new cntaTmscs and methinks, yoor Cguro and ad 
dress would dad faroor with lum. What say you? 'konaroBotCt 
to BoU horses oU tho days of your life i and if yon haro turned anv 
money m your present expedition you cannot expend it m a manner 
more befitting your oppearanco than in getting n fiw men togotbor 
and offtnng yoor dcmee Do t ilabotned has need of such yonths 
as yon, ami, Inshalla I wo wOl rot do something to win us fame 
"Ma^ your faroar increase, llondo J^nwnx*"’ modi 'it is the 
very thing my soul longs for with your mtrodnction I cannot fall 
of obtaining f mco and If one© wo bare anything to do, yon 
will find I shall not bo InckwarJ 

Til n yon will accompany mo?” md ho I am glad of it 
Ton h ire some men with you I pcrcHrc and tomo travcllcri wliat 
sar Ton to taking tho direct rend to Jnhlmlpoor ? it Is a roa,^h one 
hat 1 am pres c»l for tirao ooJ that by ?<agpoor tbongli free from 
intrrnipllon or danger of robbers is mneh longer 

I liad dptcrimne«l on taking it NnwnbPahih, I replied, cren 
before 1 nw von f me aroastnag party and well armedj l-nt 
now I rvn Haro ni lusiiation. A* for ihiercs or roWiers, I Imro no 
drra/l of tlicm, and my lord a %arrdly can Iiate none f 

“ Non iinro you have joined m ho s u 1 1 “hut with tho frw 
f 11( n* I hsT I ronf i I hanlly likcil to brave tlio Jnnglrj f >r t! e 
I ndi n lio rynm tliron'’U it are flrong and m rrileit, aul it wool I 
I*' ft K>rry fa f ^al Klon t> CiU m nn nnknown sp'Jtf after » 
hfe>|».ti In Lu tl Ccldi ” 
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And yet you will do so, ISTuwab Salub, said I internally, your 
deatb-blow will reach yon in that jungle you dread, and no monu- 
ment will mark tbe spot where the remains of Subzee Khan will 
he 

“ And when shall you be ready to move, Meer Sahib ?” contmued 
he , “ have you aught to delay you here F’ 

“ Kothmg,” I rephed “ I had purposed marchmg to-morrow 
mormng, but if my lord wishes I can wait a few days ” 

“ Ah no, — ^to-morrow mornmg I cannot move convemently, but 
the day after I will jom you here by daylight, and we will travel 
together ” 

“Jo Hookum’” I rephed, “I shall be ready, and now have I 
permission to depart P” 

“ Certainly,” he said, “ I will no longer detam you, for I must 
be off myself My friend Sulabut Khan has an entertainment of 
some land to-mght, and I have promised to attend it ” 

I returned to my tent, and though I longed to break the matter 
to my father, yet I reframed from domg so nntd the nuwab had 
fauly jomed ns, when I would mtroduce him properly 

As we were preparmg to start the third mormng before dayhght, 
the nuwab rode mto our camp and inquired for me 

I was speedily with him, and my father commg up to us I mtro- 
duced them to each other After the usual compliments had passed, 
my father, unobserved by the nuwab, threw me a significant glance, 

• — I returned it, and he understood me , a look of triumph passed 
across his features, which gratified me, because to me ^one was 
the band mdebted for the adventuie which was to follow 

Our party was soon m motion, and as the hght mcreased with 
the dawmng day, it revealed to me the person and dress of the 
nuwab, who now rode by my side He was moimted on a splendid 
bay horse, which moved proudly and spiritedly beneath his noble 
master , the trappings of the animal were of cnmson velvet, some- 
what soiled, but still exceedmgly handsome, for the saddlecloth 
and headstall were embroidered with gold thread m a iich pattem 
But the ridei chiefiy attracted my observation He wore a shirt of 
mad, composed of the finest steel links, exquisitely polished, over his 
oidmary clothes , at his waist it was confined by a handsome green 
shawl, which he had tied round him, and m winch were stuck two 
oi three daggers, mounted m gold and silver His arms were 
cased m steel gauntlets, as far as the elbows, and greaves of steel 
piotected his thighs On his head was a bnght steel cap, fiom the 
top of which a crimson silk tassel depended, aud a shawl handker- 
chief was folded round it to protect his head from the heat of the 
sun At his back hung a shield of rhmoceros hide, lachly pamted 
and gilt , a long sword hung at his side from an embroidered velvet 



OOlilUBSIOlfB OF A THUG 


IDi 


yon too bavD soon battle*, my fnond thoro aro some aLght dents in 
this good BTTord Tvliicb liavo not escaped tbo toaoh of on old sol- 
(llor now did it como by tlicm P” 

“Ob a tolling hkmmsbTntU robbers os I came down from Hutdo- 
stan said Ij I rolatod to him our afiair with tho thiorcs in tho 

Nirmnl road- 

It was well dono, said ho^ when I ended my account ‘but 
methmlcB, yon might have followed np your snccoea and sliced somo 
mOTo of ^0 rognoa a bttlo. This weapon would not have failed 
yon if your heart had not.” 

“ My licart norer foilod mo yet, Nnwab ” I replied thoeo wh * 
know mo woH also know that I bnm for an opportnmty to provo 
that I am a man and no coward hnt what comd I do m that in 
stoncoP there were but few of ns, and tho innglo was terribly thick 
— wo conld not have followed them m tho dare. 

Ton are right," ha lOTbodj and what say yon my young 
finond, to following tho fortones of Sabsoe KhanP He has at 
present naught to grvo thoo but, Inshollal tho tune is fast a}v 
OToaohing when men of tnod vnlonrmay winsomotblng Hyfine:^ 
i>oit Momnned wntea to me to como ^okly for he has nood of 
leaders in his new entorprues and, meunnks, your figcio and ad 
droM would find favour with hm. 'What say you? 'fou are not fit 
to aotl hones all tho days of your lifo and if you have turned any 
money m your present expoditaon, you cannot expend it m a mnrmpr 
more befitting your appoomnee th^ in getting a few men together 
and ofiermn your samoe. Dost Mahomed has need of such youths 
os you, "-Tin , IttiHrIIa. I will yet do something to win ns fame. 

‘May y o u r favour increase, Bund^ Nuwazl” cned I “it is tho 
very thing my soul longs for with your mtroduction I cannot 
of obtaining semoo and if onoe we have anything to do, you 
wHl find 1 snail not bo hookword. 

“Then you will aooompai^ meP Kid he I am g^lad of it. 
You haro some men with you I perceive, and nrrmn traveUerB ; what 
say yon to taking the direct road to Jubbulpoor P it is a rough one, 
but I am pressed for time and that by IS’agpoor though free fixun 
interruption or danger of robber*, u mneh longer 

I h^ deternun^ on taking it, Nuwab SaLib I replied, even 
before I »w you for we are a strong party and well armed but 
now I can have no hositstioii. As for thieves or rohben, I have no 
dread of them, and my lord assuredly rai-Ti have none P' 

“ None, since you have joined me, he said but with the few 
fellows I have, I confess I hardly ID^ to brave the jungle for the 
bands who roam through it aro strong and mertnlcsB, it would 
be a sorry fate for Subaee 'lOtaji to &fi m an unknown spot, after a 
life spent in battle-fields ” 
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And yet you will do so, ISTuwab Saliib, said I ratemally , your 
deatb-blow will reach you lu that jungle you dread, and no monu- 
ment wdl maik the spot wbeie tbe remams of Subzee Kban will 
be 

“ And wben sbnll you be ready to move, Meer Sabib ?” contmued 
be , “ bave you augbt to delay you bere P” 

“ JSTotbmg,” I repbed “I bad purposed marcbmg to-morrow 
morning, but if my lord wishes I can wait a few days ” 

“Abno, — ^to-moriow morning I cannot move convemently, but 
tbe day after I will jom you bere by daylight, and we will travel 
together ” 

“Jo Hootum'” I repbed, “I shall be ready, and now bave I 
permission to depart?” 

“ Certainly,” be said, “I will no longer detain you, for I must 
be off myself My friend Sulabut Kban has an entertainment of 
some kmd to-mgbt, and I bave piomised to attend it ” 

I returned to my tent, and though I longed to bieak tbe matter 
to my father, yet I reframed from domg so until tbe nuwab bad - 
fairly jomed us, wben I would mtroduce him propeily 

As we were preparing to start tbe third morning before daybgbt, 
tbe nuwab rode mto our camp and inquiiedfor me 

I was speedily with him, and my fatbei commg up to us I mtro- 
duced them to each otbei After tbe usual compliments bad passed, 
my fatbei, unobserved by tbe nuwab, threw me a sigmficant glance, 
— I leturned it, and be understood me, a look of tnumpb passed 
across bis features, which gratified me, because to me ione was 
tbe band mdebted foi tbe adventure which was to foUow 

Our party was soon m motion, and as tbe bgbt mcreased with 
tbe dawnmg day, it revealed to me tbe person and dress of tbe 
nuwab, who now rode by my side He was mounted on a splendid 
bay horse, which moved proudly and spiritedly beneath bis noble 
master , tbe trappmgs of the ammal were of crimson velvet, some- 
what Boded, but still exceedmgly handsome, for tbe saddlecloth 
and beadstaU were embroidered with gold thread m a iicb pattern 
But tbe nder chiefly attracted my observation He wore a shirt of 
mad, composed of tbe finest steel links, exquisitely pobsbed, ovei bis 
ordmary clothes , at bis waist it was confined by a handsome green 
shawl, which be bad tied round him, and m winch were stuck two 
or three daggers, mounted m gold and sdver His arms were 
cased m steel gauntlets, as far as tbe elbows, and greaves of steel 
protected bis tSigbs On bis bead was a bright steel cap, from tbe 
top of which a crimson sdk tassel depended, and a shawl bandker- 
cluef was folded round it to protect bis bead from tbe beat of tbe 
sun At bis back bung a shield of rbmoceros bide, ncbly pamted 
and gdt , a long sword bimg at bis side from an embroidered velvet 
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belt ■winch passed orcr his abotildcr and at his saddlo-bow was 
fastened a small hatUo-axc, ■with a IcoJg wid brightly pohshod steel 
handle. 

"Well did hia tippcawmeo accord with his fame ns a irorrior I 
had scon hnndrcds of ooldicrs at Hyderabad, but I had noror yet 
looVed on ono so perfectly equipped ns ho who now rode beside me 
nor ono oonld I bat have aUaobod myself to him, m -whom I 
shonld haTO piscod snoh confldonco and folloTrod readily into the 
dcaidhcit strifo. Bnt what frafl tho nso of his weapons or his 
armonr P they wonld not aTafl him, — his hours were numbered, and 
his breath already m his noetrfls. 

Ton observe me intently said he, 

I do,” I rophod for I have never ynt seen so perfect a cavnhor 
horse, arms, and ocoontrements oil agree in setting off thoir noblo 
owner Do yon olwa^ travel thus P^ 

Always, Mecr finin b a soldier shtrald nsver be out of bis hnx 
ness. The short timo I have spent m idleness ■with that Imunons 
dog Solabut Khan has soflanoa my body and even now I feel my 
armour chafe mo. Bat tho timo comes ■when I shall need it and I 
had os well oooastom myself to it,” 

TVe oontznned the whole of tho march together and he hegiulod 
the ■way with roUtoemB of his advontiires, mttJee, and escapes, I 
was os much fascinated by than as by his powers of coav tir safcion, 
which were remarkable ] and I often wished that I had met him as 
a friend, or enrolled mjiwlf under hnn, when I mcht have followed 
his banner and endeavoured to eqnal his deeds ot valour But he 
was marked m enr emphotio language he was become a buni}, 
and ho mis doomed to die by e»er/ tuIb and sacred obligation of our 
profeuian. 

We reached our first stage without any advouLiiru. Beyond it 
the •villaggrB told ■ni that tho jungle grew tinckar and ■thioker that 
the road ■was very bod and stony wmd above all, thai the Gdnds 
were m arms, and plundered all whom they met ■with, 

“ Iict them try ■us, said the uuwab as he hstEoed to the relations, 
“ let them try ns I Inwhallft I they will do 'os no hR- r m, and rt may bo 
some of them will get broken uruwus for their poTn« 

But the next morning wo moved "with more caution our men 
were desired to keep w^ together and I picked out a trus^ few 
to surround the cart, which moved on ■with difflonlty orer the rough 
and stony roods the nuwnb and myself rode at the head of the 
party 

As ■we adranoed, the road grow TTilder and wilder in many 
places it was narrowed almost to a footpath, ftni^ the Tnpm were 
obliged to out away the hranohes, which orfceu neatly met aoro* tho 
rood so as to allow the oart to proceed. At other tunes i± ran be- 




CONFESSIONS OF A THUG 


197 


tween Ingh. banks, wbicb almost overbnng ns, and from wbicli 
missiles migbt bave been sboweied on onr bea^, witbont a possi- 
bibty of onr bemg able to strike a blow in self-defence 

“ That was an ngly place, Nnwab Sabib,” said I, as we emerged 
from one of these narrow passes into a more open conntiy, tbongb 
still covered witb jnngle , “ bad we been attacked there we sbonld 
assuredly have fallen victims ” 

“ It was mdeed,” said be , “ and I am tbankfnl we bave got ont 
of it , if I lemember aright, it has a bad name Ikom hence, bow 
evei, I tbmk there are no more, the jungle becomes a forest, and 
there is not so mncb underwood But look,” cried be, “ what is 
that ? By Alla * the Gdnds are npon ns Sbnmsbere Aliim ' ” 
cried be, m a voice which rang like the sound of a trumpet, 
“Sbnmsbere bn dust'” and bis gbttermg blade flashed from the 
scabbaid Checking bis boise, and at the same time toucbmg its 
flanks with bis heels, the animal made two or three bounds, after 
which the nuwab fixed himself firmly m his seat, pressed down his 
cap npon his head, and cned to me to be ready 

I was not behmdhand , my sword was drawn and my shield dis- 
engaged, which I placed before me to guard me from the arrows 
A few bounds of my horse, which was scarcely second to the nn- 
wab’s, brought me to his side, and we were followed by Bhndnnath 
and a few others mounted on pomes, and some men on foot with 
their matchlocks 

“ Come on, ye sons of defiled mothers,” cned the nuwab , “ come 
on and piove yourselves true men , come on and tiy your cowaidly 
arrows against stout hearts and ready weapons ' Base-bom kafirs 
aie ye, and cowards , Inshalla ’ your sisters are vile, and asses have 
loved your mothers ” 

I could not help laughmg at the nuwab’s gesticulations and abuse, 
as he pouied it upon the Gdnds and shook his sword at them They 
would not move, and perched up as they were on the side of a hill, 
they prepared their bows to give us a volley — and down it came 
certamly , the arrows whistled past us, and one wounded the nu- 
wab’s horse shghtly m the neck, at which the Gdnds set up a shout 
of tiiumph 

“ Ah, my poor Moteo, thou art wounded,” cried he, drawing the 
arrow from the wound “ Meer Sahib, those rogues will nevei come 
dorm , you had better give them a volley and dispeise them ” 

“ How, my sons,” cried I to my followers, “ whenever a fellow 
laiscs his body to fire, do you maik Inm ” 

They did so One Gdnd m particular, who was sitting on a rock 
dmwmg a large bow which he placed against his feet, was a con- 
spicuous obieck and apparently caieless of his safety Surfurar 
Khan aimed at him — fired — and in an instant he rolled ovei and 
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cmjr almost to onr foot tJio boH Bad lut Bun in tho thront, and bf 
■T7»s qmto dcnd. Tho rest Booing lus fato sot np loud jells, and for 
a moment ■vto thought they TTOuld have eshargod us hoKovor an- 
other of their number foil tadly •wonndod, and carryinj^ him off thoj 
rapidly rotrentod to tboirmountain fostnosscs. Pursuit irtrald hare 
boon Tum ns it was impmchcablo. 

■Wo met TTitb no farther odronturo during our rnttreh and duly 
umred at our stago by tho usual hour 

“ Amoor Ali, said my father comtug to mo shortly aft onvn rds, 
is tho nurmb to bo ours or notP If you havo invitod him as a 
guest, say so if not, you had better armngo Bomothmg " 

A guest 1 cnod 1 **oli, no, ho most bo disposed of there can 
bo no dillloiilty ■where thero oro so many good places to destroy 
hum 

“ Impossible 1 said my tathor "on horsehooL. it ■would bo mad 
ness. Ho IS a beantifal nder and his horse is too spirited t tho least 
oonfuaion would matn him bound, and "who could hold hnn ? We 
must dense some other plan. 

ImTO uE to mo, said I "if thero is no absolute nece ssity far 
selecting a place, I ttiII Trutch my opportunity 


OHAPTEB XXIV 
Ltar — Ko no no lUe 
■WliT thoold s dog ft how. ft rmt bftTV lUe, 

Ana thou DO broedh ftt ftll r O tboa vUt wmono mors, 

Notst uflTsr Dcrer noiu I 

Einp Ltar Asi t 8ecm« 8 

“ I EiTPPOSB you havo long ero this guessed, my fnends, s aid I to 
Bhudnnath and Snrfumi Khan, next day " •why the nurrab m is 
our company P ” 

" Wo can ha^TU little doubt,” repbod the former amna you hare 
brought him go isr but, tall ns, irhat ore your inshas, — how a it 
to be managed P It Tnll be nnpoonblo to attaob him on the road 
he ■would cut down Bomo of ns to a oertam^ rtiH I for one ha^re no 
amintura to he ttikHw cm end of jnst at present. 

Tou are right, said I -we must not nst onythu^ StaD, I 
• thmh an opportunity will not long bo •wnnfmg 
“ How P^’^cned both at the tamo moment. 

Inston,” said I, " and fell me whether my plaTi meets "with your 
approval. Ihirnig the marob yesterday the n-awab •was regrettmg 
that wo did not fiill m with a good stream of dear wa ter that he 
might take bis nsual sherbet you know thi^t the slave girl ho has 
witn him al^wayi prepares it. Howl am in hopes that ■we may meet 
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one in f o-Tnorro-\\ ’s mnicli, nud I -will iiy all I can io pcisuado Inm 
io alight) and refresh hiuT^clf , iaIiiIo he i‘> oiigairod in cnineisation 
a\i(h me if we find him off his guaid, we can fall on hiin ” 

“jS’othiiig IS casici,” replied Sin ftiiar Khan , “ w o cannot fail if 
he once sl{^ down his weapons ^mU not Ihcn sene him ” 

“I do not half like iho 30b,” ^aid Blnuhinalh “Suppose lie 
were to be on Im guard, he would assuicdl} escape, and tliongh 
both myself and the khan hcie feai noiihei man 1101 dcMl, yet it is 
<;omcthing ont of the avay io kill a iniwah, he is not a icgnlai 
hmn^ and I ilnnk ought io he allowed io pass fiec of haini ” 

“Nonsense'” cued I “This fiom 3011, Blindiiimili ^ I am 
asionnhed' Wliai, if he he a mn\ah, is he iiol a man ^ and have T 
not faiily enticed him according io c\ ei v 1 ulc of oiu \ ocaiion ^ It 
may ho something new io kill a inn. ah, hut ilnnk, man, ihiiik on 
iho gloiy of hemg able io say we had killed Siihrce Klinn, th.at 
aaliant among ihe valiant why, onr failieis and giandf.ailiois novci 
did such an act hcfoic ” 

“That IS the very icason why I wane my voice against it,” said 
lie, “ anything nnusiml is impiopei,aml is often offensive io Bliow- 
anee ” 

“Then take the omens npon it,” said T, “and see what she says 
Inshalla ' we shall have the niiw.ih j'ct ” 

“Ay,” replied he, “now yon speak like .a Thug, .and .a proper 
one I will take iho omens ihis evening aiidrcpoit ihe icsiilt, 
should ihey he f oiiinhle, j'on will find Bhiuliinath the last man to 
desert yon ” 

In the evening the omens were duly taken, and proved to ho 
favourahle Bhudi math came io tell me the news with great de- 
light 

“I sard how it would he,” I cried, “you were owls to donht our 
patroness after the luck she lias given us Inthcito , and now listen, 
I have not been idle I have found out from the villagers that about 
four coss hence theic is a small stream with plenty of water, the 
hanks are covered with 3unglc, as thick as we could dcsiio, and I 
have fixed on that as tlie iilacc Shall we send on the lughaces ?” 

“Certainly,” said Bhudiinath, “we may as well he pieparcd; 
hut no,” continued he, “ what would he the use of it i’ If the 
jungle IS as thick as you say it is, we c.an easily conceal the bodies , 
and at any rate, as there is a liver, a gi avo can soon ho made in the 
sand or gravel But the nnwab is a powerful man, Meei Sahih , 
you had better not risk yourself alone witlihim , as for the lest, the 
men have secured them, — ^that is, they have airangcd aheady who 
are to do their business ” 

“ So much the better,” said T, “ for there is little time now to 
thmk about it ” 
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1 have selected one, cOTtinncd Bhudnnalh, ‘ the fellow wlio 
liimsolf tlio ntnrab s jemadar — havo scraped on intinuKW witli 
him, and am anro of liim tho others have dono tho same Irut wo 
loft tho nnwab to you- 

“Ho IB mino,” cnod I “I did not wish to bo intorforod with- 
If Surfuroi has not sdeoted any one, I will got bun to help 

ma 

“ Ho has not, llccr Sahib, that I know of, and he la as strong a 
Tnnn os ouv WO hoTO With uB With him and anothor of his men you 
cannot fan- Hat lot Barfurtu Khan be tho ihumahea, ho is a good 


one 

‘ I scarcely nood one if tho nnwab is sittm^ ” said I “thongh 
perhaps it is better to have one in case of any diffinnity ” 

Wo mado all onr armn^oments that night, and next mammg 
startod on onr journey m high spirits. Tho nuwnb and I, os nsual, 
rode together at tho head of the party 

“ This u on nnblest country Moor Sahib,’* said ho, as we rode 
along “Didst thou ever soe so dreaiT a jungle, and not a drop of 
water to -mtift/m tho bps of & troe belierer from one end of the 
stage to the other P It is well the weathor is cool, or we should bo 
Boroly tued monrloDgstagee and hero have I, Snhse Ehon, gone 
withont my nsnol sherbet for three dajs on this very account By 
Alla I I am now os thirsty as a orow m the hot wisether and my 
month opens m spite of me. Oh that wo oonld h^ht on o nrer or a 
well in thia parobed desert I 1 would havo a glonous draaght'* 
Patumoe, Khodawrmd I " oned I, “ who tnows but wo may 
be Tiww.r a stream P and then we will maVe a halt, refresh our 


telTCS. I am hungry myself^ and ahould not caro for an hour’s da- 
isy to break my fart with some dates I have with dir. 

“ TTi-l, dates f I will have some too my fellows may find some- 
thing to oat m my waDets, and thou Biyert truly the oold wind of 
these •mnrmtATnB makes one hungry mdeed.” 

But oosi after cots was loft behmd, and as yet no rrver appeared- 
T was beginnmff to think I had received false mformatum, and was 
m no very good humour at ny disappointment, when, to my joy on 
pnmng over the hrow of a btU, I saw tie wrns]! nvnr the vulagcr® 
had spoken of below me. 


here, said I, Khodawnnd I There at last is a nrer and the 


sparkling of the water pramisee it to be good. Will you now halt 
for an hour P We can have a pipe all round and y o ur slave can 
prep ar e your sherbet.” 

Surely cned he. We may not mcetwithanother andthis is 
just tho tune when I like my sherbet best aend some one to the 
rear for my slave, and bid her oome on quickly 
I desptiohed a men for her and rcaohmg uie ttb chose a 
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smootli gms'^y spol, mid spi catling the covcii> of om saddles, sat 
doAi n 

One bj one, ns Hie nicn anacd, ilioy also icslctl, or -wading into 
tlic -water refrcslicd tbemsclvcs b}* -w ashing their hands and faces in 
the pnie stream, aihicli glided spaikhng ovei its pebbly bed, the 
beasts loo ^^c^e allowed to dnuk, and all the men sitting down iii 
groups, the rude hooka passed lound among them, w’hilo they 
cheerfully di'^cusscd I he iiicids of the load they had passed, and -\vhat 
a\as likely to bo before them Casting a hasty glance aionnd, I saw 
that all the men iieic at their post'., thiec Thugs to each of the 
iiuw all’s servants and retainers They weio thcrefoic sure Arcema’s 
cait was standing in the load, and m older to get hei aw a}', I wont 
to her 

“Bclo\ ed,” said I, “wchayolialtedhcicfor a shoi t time, to allow' of 
the people taking some lofrcHiment, but you liad better piocccd, the 
road appeals smooth, and we shall travel the faster to oveilakc you ” 

“ Ccitainly,” she icplicd, “bid them drive on, foi I long to bo 
at the end of the jouiney Pooi Niirgiz and myself are well-nigh 
jolted to death ’’ 

“Ah, well,” I said, “beni u}) against it for another stage or t-wo 
I piomiso you to get a dooly, if 1 can, at the fiist laigo village or 
town wo come to, and then you will be comfoi table ” 

“ !N’ow piocccd,” said I to the Thug who acted ns dnver (foi I 
had purchased a cart on the load, soon after we left Bcedci, and bo 
had diivcn it over '=incc), “piocccd, but do not go too fast ” 

She left me, and I icturncd to the nuw'ab Ho was sitting in 
conversation -wntli my fathci, and cicn now was partially mtoxicated 
with his detestable bcvei-age 

“Ho’ !Hccr Sahib,” cried ho, “what dost thou tlimk^ Here 
have I been endeavouring to persuade this worthy father of thine to 
take some of my sherbet By Alla' ’tis a diank w'orthy of paiadisc, 
and yet ho swears it is bittei, and docs not agree w'lth his stomach 
Wilt thou take a drink?” and ho tendei’cd me the cup “Drink, 
man ' ’t-will do theo good, and keep the cold wind out of thee , and 
as to the preparation. I’ll warrant it good, for theic bicathes not in 
the ten kingdoms of Hind a slave so skilled in the art of pieparmg 
subzee as Kureema yonder Is it not so, giil ?” 

“ My lord’s favour is great toward lus slave,” said the maidon , 
“ and if he is pleased, ’tis all she caics for ” 

“ Then brmg another cup,” cried the nnwab , “ foi what saiththe 
song ?” and he roared out the burden of one I had heard before — • 

“ Peyala pea, to myn nC pea , phir kisse ko kya ? ” * 

“ and what is it -to any one ^ All the woild knows that Subzee 

* A cup (of -wine) is drunk, — then I have drunk it , 

"What IB that to any one ? 
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Khan dnnla bhang and la not tho trorio soldior for it. Now with 
a fow fair giria to Bing a, ghuznl or two to na, mctliinta a boarcn 
might bo mado ont of thia wild apot. 

‘It ia a good thonght, nnwnh," cnod I, olinnmg in with bia 
hnmonr “wo will get a aot of tnwnila from tho next rillagowoconiD 
to j I daro eaj they will accompany na for a march or two 

“ Yon, eay well, Moor Sahib , yoiir« oro good wordi, Tory good 
words and Inihalla 1 wo will have the women, said tho mrwab 
■lowly and mdiatmotly for ho hod now swnllowod a largo quantity 
of tho infoaion, which hod affeotod hia head. “ By AHa 1 they should 
donco too — Iflco this — ” contnnifid ho with cnor^ and ho got np 
rvpA twirled round cnco or twioo with hii arma extended, 

throwing loonng gloneca around npon ns nD 

It was Irresiaubly Indioroaa to b^old him- Hia splendid armour 
and dress but ill assorted with the mmeong gait and absurd mohons 
he was gomg through, and wo oH laughed hoartSy 

But the iMOO was proceeding too long and wo had stonier -mat ter 
m hand than to waste onr hmo and opportniuty m such fooloncs. 
Bo I beggod him ogam to be Mated, and motionod to S urf m an 
Khan to m ready tho mstant he should see me go round to Ins bade. 
“Ho ! Kureema," cned hA when ho had o^aln leotod Hmaptf, 
bring more subMc, tut girl "ifj Alla 1 this thirst is -unquench^hle 
and thou art flTPi<l1mg thnelf to^y m preparing it. I must haTO 
more, or 1 shall nerrer get to the end of this rile stage. 1 feel now 
as if I oould sleep, and eomo more will rtmre mo. 

“ Fodl Khan, bring my hooka, oned I, as loud as 1 could. It 
was the signal wo ham agreed on. 

Ay cried the nuwab, I will beg a -whifF or two, twill be 
agreeable with my sherbet 

I had now moved round behind him my roomol -was m my hand, 
and I DgnaUed to Sorforas KTian to saae nim. 

Loot, NuTvab 1 ” cned he and ho laid bold cm his right arm 
with a firm grasp. 

“ How daro you touch mo, slare P " qjooulated Snbiee KTan. 
How dare you touch a nuwab P" 

He did not finish the aentence. I bad thm- tm the oloth about ha 
nect, Burtuias Khan sliE held Ins hand, iny father pulled at his 
legs with all his force. The nuwab snored aerural tim« Hto a 
m a deep ale^ but my gnp was firm and did not relax — a horse 
would have died under it. Suddenly as he writhed imder me, every 
muscle m his body quivered he snared i^in still londer, and the 
now yielding form offered no renstanoe. I gaxed upon hia features 
and saw that tho breath of life bad passed from the body it had but 
now ammated. Subxee Khan was <fcad — I had destroyed the slayer 
of hundreds I 
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33 ut 110 oncli'id ilioiicrlit of Ins poor slave gnl, vlio at some dis- 
{ancCj and vntli lier back Imncd io ns, had boon busily engaged lu 
]ncparing anotbci iich di aught for her nov unconscious master 
She had not lieaid the noise of oui senfllc, nor the deep groans 
•which had escaped from '=01110 of the iiiiv ah’s people and she ap- 
proached the spot uhcie Surfura?: Khan v as now employed in stiaji- 
ping the armour and dicss from the dead body 

Ta Alla' Sahib, uhat a picicing bliiiek escaped her, vhen she 
SIM what had been done' 1 shall never foigct it, nor her look of 
hoi 101 and misery as she rushed forwaifl and threv herself on the 
body Althougli mastci and slave, sahib, they had loved 

Hci bps weic glued to those of the unconscious coipsc, which had 
so often icturncd her avarm caresses, and she munnuicd m hci 
agony all the endcanng terms by which she had used in then 
piivatc hours to call Imn, and imploicd hmi to awake 

“ lie cannot be dead' he cannot be dead ciicd the fair girl — 
foi she uas beautiful to look on, sahib, as she paitly rose and 
biaished back her dishevelled hair from hei eyes, “and yet he 
moves not — he speaks not” — and she ga/cd on his features for a 
moment “ Ah ' ” she screamed, “ look at his eyes — look at them — 
they will fall out of his head ' and his countenance, ’tis not my omi 
lord’s — those are not the lips which have often spoken land words 
to his poor Ktirccma ' Oh, my heart, what a pain is thcie ' ” 

“ This will never do,” cried I , “ some of you put her out of her 
misery , for my part, I war not with u omen ” 

“The girl is fair,” said Surfuia/ Khan , “ I ■wdl give her a last 
chance for life ” 

“ Hark you ' ” cried he to hei, “ this is no time for foohng , ” and 
as ho rudely shook her by the aim, she looked up m his face with 
a piteous expression, and pointed to the body by which she was 
kneehng and mounung as she rocked herself to and fro “ Hear 
me,” cried the Idiau, “ those -nho have done that work will end thy 
miserable life unless thou hcarkenest to reason I have no -wife, no 
chil d thou shalt be both to me, if thou 'wilt lase and follow me 
Why waste further thought on the dead ? And thou wast his 
slave too ' Rise, I say again, and thy life is spared — thou shalt be 
free ” 

“Who spoke to me ^ ” said she, in tones scarcely audible “ Ah, 
do not take mo from him , my heart is broken ' I am dymg, and 
you would not part us ? ” 

“Listen, fool' ” exelaimed the khan, “before this assembly I 
promise thee life and a happy home, yet thou hearkenest not tempt 
not thy fate , a word from me, and thou diest Wilt thou then fol- 
low me ? My horse is ready, we ■will leave the dead, and thmk no 
more on the fate of him who hes there ” 
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** Tlimk no more on him I forgot him — my own my nohio lover I 
Obi no no, no 1 Is ho not dead P and I too am d^ing ” 

^ A^m I 'wnm thoo miscrablo gul, onod Snrfrmu Khan urgo 
mo not to 080 force I TTonld that yoo followed mo Trillingly — as yet 
I have not laid hands on theo. 

A low moan was her only reply as sho tnrncd ngum to the dead, 
and oarcood tho distorted and now stiffcoung fcnton*. 

' Away with tho body I oned I to some of tho Inghocea, who 
were waiting to do their ofBco ono wonld tbmV yo -were aH apor 
cel of lovo-Bicl. girls, like that monrmng wretch tnero Are wo to 
ufay Icntenng becanso of her fooling P Awnv with it I 

ITy order was obeyed 5 four of them soixod tho body and boro it 
■off m spito of tho now frontio crorbona of tho slave 5 they were of 
no avail she was held by two men, and her straggles to fire her 
oelf gmdncilly exhausted her 

‘ Now IS your timo, cnod I to SnrfnrEi Khan ** lay hold of 
her in tho name of the thousand smeo yoa mast have her 

and put her on your horse yon con hold her on, and it will be yonr 
own fault if yon coumot keep her qoict. 

fiarfaras Khan raised her in his arms os if sho hod been a ohild 
and though now restored to consmonsneaw, es she by turns reviled 
us, donmmeed us os murderen, and usplo^ us to kiD her he bon 
her off end placed her on his horse. Bat it was of no use her 
Bcreems wore temflo, and her strumles to be free almost defied 
efforts of Surfkros Khan on ooe side and one of his men on the 
other to hold her on. 

We proceeded about half a coss m this when my father 

who had hitherto been a sOent spectator rode up, as I was ogam 
vTunty oadaaTounng to persuade the slave to be qmet and to bear 
with her fate. 

This IB worse than folly** oned he, “it is Tnnt^np— and yoa, 
•above aU, Surfnra* Khnn, to be enamonred of a ■inooth-&oed girl m 
suohahnrryl What could we do were we to meet traveHenP She 

would denouTioe ns to them, and then a fine piece of busmess we 
should have made of it. Shameonyou! Do you not know your duty 
ootter P 

ni have no more to say to the devil, waid the TTVQT1 An the left 
ofthe horse doggedly “von may even get heron the best way yoa 
<M what with her and the horse, a pretty tymm I am likely to have 
of it to tho end of the journey and he quitted ha hold. 

Ay »id I, " and think you that tongue of bars will bo silent 
when we reach our stage P What will you do with her then P 
Devil' oned the khan, strikmg her violently cm the 
•with his sheathed sword, “ will you not sit quiet, let me lead 
the horse P 
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The violence vrith vrhich he had stiuck caused the sword to cat 
through its wooden scabbard, and it had inflicted a seveie wound on 
her face 

“ There,” cried my father, “ you have spoilt her beauty at any rate 
by your violence , what do you now want with her ^ ” 

“ She IS quiet at all events,” said the khan, and he led the horse a 
shott distance 

But the blow had only partly stunned her, and she recovered to 
a fresh consciousness of her situation, the blood tnckled down 
her face, and she wiped it away witli her hand , she looked pite- 
ously at it for an instant, and the next dashed herself violently to 
, the earth 

“ One of you hold the animal,” cried the khan, “till I put her 
up agam ” But she struggled more than ever, and rent the air 
with her sci earns , he drew his sword and raised it ovei her 

“ Strike ' ” she cried, “ murderer and villnm as yon are, strike ' and 
end the wretched hfe of the poor slave , you have aheady wounded 
me, and another blow will hee me from my misery, I thought I 
could have died then, but death will not come to me Will you not 
kill me ? ” and she spat on him 

“ This IS not to bo borne , fool that I was to take so much trouble 
to preserve a worthless hfe,” cned the khan, sheathmg his sword, 
“ thou shalt die, and that quickly ” He threw his roomal about 
her neck, and she wntlied m her death agomes under his fatal grasp 
“ There ' ” cned he, quitting his hold, “ I would it had been other- 
wise , but it was hei fate, and I have accomphshed it ' ” and he left 
the body and strode on m moody silence 

Some of the lughaees coming up, the body was hastily mteiaed 
among the bushes which skirted the road, and nothmg now pre- 
ventmg us, we pursued our journey with all the speed we could 
Thankful was I that I had sent on ^eema m her cart, she was far 
beyond the scene of violence which had happened, and of which she 
must have guessed the cause had she been within hearmg , but the 
dnver of her cart had burned on, and we had travelled some coss 
ere we overtook her Strange, sahib, that after that day Surforaz 
Khan was no longer the hght-hearted, merry bemg he had used to 
be He was no novice at his work, hundreds of human bemgs, 
both male and female, had died under his hand , but from the hour 
he killed the slave he was an altered bemg he used to sit in silent, 
moody abstraction, his eyes gazmg on vacancy, and when we rallied 
him upon it, his only reply was a melancholy smile, as he shook his 
nead, and declared that his spirit was gone , his eyes too would on 
these occasions sometimes fill with tears, and sighs enough to break 
his heart would escape from him 
He accompamed us to our home, got his share of the booty, which 
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ho immcdifltoly disiributcd timone tho poorer membore of the band, 
nod after bidmng ua a mobmohow farewell, slnpped bimeolf of all 
bia clothes covered hla body VTita oahe*, and went fortb into the 
mdo world to boor ita bnlTots and ecorn in tho gnf«i of a fobocr 

I heard, years nftorwards, that ho rotnmod to tho ipot where ho 
bad kiUod tho girl, constmetod a hnt by tho rood sid^ and mmia* 
torod to tho wants of travoUerB in that wild region whore his only 
companions most have bocn tho bear tho tigor and tho wtilf. I 
noTor saw hrm ogam after ho ported from ns, and many among ns 
rcgrottod hia ob^noo and his minng skill and bravery in the oip^ 
ditions in whioh wo afterwards engaged hia place was norer fillotl 
among ns. 

1 have no moro adventtrres of this atpodibom to rolato to yon wo 
reached onr homo m doe oonrso withontany acoidont or intoirnpticn 
and who will not say that wo cnioyod its qniot swoots, and op^ 
preciotod them tho more ofter onr fong ahsonco and tho exmtoment 
and perila of onr journey P I was completely happy seonre in the 
inoreasing lore and siTcctioa of Azeoma, whose swo^ disposition do' 
voloped itself more and more ovnry day I was raised to a hiA rank 
among my osoomtes, for what I bad achierod was duly rwtod to 
thoeo who had stayed m onr villago, and to others who had beenont 
on cmsll expeditions about the oormt^ and the immense booty we 
had ooqmrcd, and my fathers weD raown detennm at] on to rotire 
from a^vo life pointed mo out os a lender of great fortune, and 
one to whom many would bo glad to entrust themselres m any 
subsequent expedihcm, os I appeared to be on espemal favourite «if 
onr patroness. 

return of Hooeem s par^ obont two months alter we hod 
arrived, was an event of great rejoicing to us all when they reoched 
OUT Tillage. As we bad agreed beforehand, at crur sepanitaon, the 
whole of the prooeods of the oipeditians of both partaec were put 
into one, for general distribution, and on a day appointed it t^k 
place. Sahib, you will hardly believe it whan I tell you that the 
■whole amounted to rary nearly a Inlfb of rnpece. 

It was oamed by gancrml eedamataon that I should share as a 
jamfldar and acoarding tothoraloe of ourbondlreoeiTed ono-eighlh 
of the whole. Bbudrmath and Socfurai THiitn received what I did 
but the latter only of such portion as "we harJ won smoe he joined 
■os. I forget how much it -was, but, as I have told you, he divided 
it among tho poorer members of the band and having apparently 
stayed with ns only for tins puipose, he left ns immediaWy as I have 
before mentioned. 

Upon the eum I had thus acquired I bred peacefully two years- 
I longed often to go out on amnlf o^jeditions obout iio cotmtiy but 
my fiiher would not hear of it 
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“ Tfliat IS the use ? ” he •would say “ Tou liave ample meaus of 
subsistence for two ycais to come , my wealth you know is also large, 
and until we find the supply running short, why should you risk hfe 
on an attempt to gam more iichcs, which you do not need ? ” 

But my spuit soiely rebelled against leading such an mactive 
and inglorious hfe , and every deed I heard of only made me more 
impatient to cast off the sloth which I feaied would gam hold on 
me, and to mmgle once moie m the excitmg and darmg exploits of 
my profession 

Still I was fond of my home Azeema had presented me -with 
a lovely boy, who was the piide of my existence, and about the 
-tune I am speakmg of I expected another addition to my family I 
had already seen two seasons for departure pass, and a third was 
close at hand, but I suffered this also to elapse in mactivity, al- 
though I was icpeatedly and stiongly uiged by Bhudianath and 
others to try my fortune and head anothei band to penetrate mto 
Bengal, where we weie assured of ample employment and success 

But much as I wished to accompany them, my father stdl ob- 
jected something had impressed him "with an idea that the expedi- 
tion would be unfortnnate , and so in truth it turned out A large 
gang under seveial leaders set out from om* village at the usual 
tune , but the omens, although not absolutely bad, were not very 
encouragmg, and this had a dire effect on the whole They had 
not proceeded far when jealousies and quanels sprung up among 
the several leadeis, they separated from each other and pursued 
different ways One by one they returned disappomted with their 
expedition, havmg gamed very httle booty, scarcely sufficient to 
support them for the remamder of the year But one party was 
never heard of more , it consisted of my poor friend Bhudnnath 
and SIX noble fellows he had taken -with him Years afterwards we 
heard his fate he had gone down mto Bengal, had -visited Calcutta, 
and up to that period had been most successful , but there his men 
dissipated then gams m debauchery, and they set out on their 
return with barely sufficient to carry them a few marches 

They had nearly reached Benares, when, absolute starvation 
staring them m the face, they attacked some travellers, and, as 
they thought, killed them They neglected, however, to bury their 
victims, and one, who was not dead, re-vived he gave information 
to the inhabitants of the nearest village My poor fiiends weie 
overtaken, seized, the property they had about them immediately 
lecogmsed, and the evidence given by -the survivoi of the party 
they had attacked -was convmcmg "What could oppose this ? The 
law had its course, and they were 'tried and himg 

Ameer Ali here stopped m his narrative, and promismg to resume 
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it m a foTT ho requested pormission to ■mthdfnTf tmd irai l nn g 
luB usunl salam doperted 

A fftiuDgo pogo in tho boot of hunmn life is this 1 thought I, u 
bo loft tho room- That man, tbo perpetrator of bo many hxmdrod 
murdoTf, thintB on tho post Tnth Batisfaction and pleasure nay bo 
tntoa a pndo in recalling tbo ovonts of hia hfo, almost every one 
of which 18 a murder and glonct m describing tho minutest per 
ticularB of biB ncfcmis, and tho abare he had m their destruefaon 
with Bcarooly a symptom of romorso I Onco or twico only hns he 
winocd whila tollinghii fcorfol story end what agitated hnn most 
at tho oommoncoment of hia tnlo I haTo yet to bear 

With almost only that aroopbon, hia spirit has seemed to ruo 
with the rokiion of tho past and Wb own nativn oloquonco at 
trmea, when warmed with bia tnlo and under the mfluence of Ha 
Yivid imagniaiaon and fiutbfol memory bus boon w o rthy of a better 
pen and a moro oblo translator than I am. But let this pass 1 
repent, it la n strungo and horriblo pago in tho varied record of 
hnmoiuty lIurdorcrB thoro have been in every country under 
heaven, from the tnno cf Cbm to the pretent, — murdororB from 
hntft, from poTcnga, from joolouBy from fear from the instigatien 
of any and ov e^ evil possian of oor natgre but a murderer s hfo 
has OTur been depicted as ono of constant misery —the worm that 
dieth not, tbe agony and roproadi of a guBty conscienoe gnawing 
at the heart, oorrodmg and blasting every enjeymont of hfe, and 
cither cansmp its wrtrtched victim to end his existence by smoide, 
to deliver himself up to lustice, or to be worn down ly mental 
■ufTenng — a more dreadful &te porhaps than the others, ouch are 
the des^ptionB we havo heard read of murderen but these 
Tbugi are unlike any otbsra. No remorse seems to poesess their 
Bonls. In the wsanness of perpetual imprisonment one would ihmk 
thenr imagimitians and recolleotionB of the past would be insupport- 
able to thimi but, no they eat, dnnk, and sleep LGce others, are 
Bohoitons about their drees, ever reedy to oyer the past, and 
would, if released to-morrow agam follow then* dreadful profession 
with a fresh lest after their t empor ary preclusion from iL Strange 
too, that Hindoo and lloslem, of every and denomination, shcr^ 
join with one ocoord in the supersbtian from which tlim borriblo 
trade has arisen. In tho Hindoo perhaps it is not to be wondered 
at 08 the goddea who protects him u ojjb whom all castes regard 
with reverence and hold m the utmost dread but asfor thellodera, 
nnleeB hia oondnot sprnigB from thnt terrible dootrme of fatalism, 
with whioh every truo bebever is thoroughly imbued from the first 
dawn of hia reason, it is difficult to assign a reason for tho hocrilde 
par s Hi t he has engaged m, Hia Korun denounces murderers. 
Blood for blood, on eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, a the 
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doctrine of Ins Propliet, -wIucIl lie trembles at Tvlnle be believes 
And Ameer Ah is a Bbnla Admee, even in the eyes of bis jailers , 
a respectable man, a rebgions man, one wbo from bis youth up has 
said bis namaz five times a day, is most devout in bis life and 
conduct, IS most particular in bis ablutions, keeps the fast of the 
Ramzan and every saint’s day m bis calendar, dresses in green 
clothes in the Mohorum, and beats bis breast and tears bis hair as 
a good synd of Hindostan ought to do , m short, be performs the 
thousand and one ceiemonies of bis religion, and behoves himself 
as sure of heaven and all the bouns pronused there as be novr is 
of a good dinner 

And yet Ameer Ah is a murderer, one before whom every mur- 
derer of tlie known world, m times past or present (except perhaps 
some of bis own profession), the Free Bands of Geimany, the Lanz- 
knecbts, the Banditti, Condottieri of Italy, the Buccaneers and 
Pirates, and in our own time the fraternity of Burkes and Hares 
(a degenerate system of Thuggee, by the bye, at which Ameer All, 
when I told him of them, laughed heartily, and said they were sad 
bunglers), must be counted men of small account 

Reader, these thoughts were passmg in my mmd, when at last 
I cned aloud, “ Pshaw > ’tis vam to attempt to account foi it, but 
Thuggee seems to be the offspring of fatalism and superstition, 
cherished and perfected by the wildest excitement that ever urged 
human beings to deeds at which humamty shudders ” 

“ Did Khodawund call P ” said a bearer, who had gradually 
nodded to sleep as he was pulling the punkah above my head, and 
who was roused by my exclamation “ Did the sahib call ?” 

“ Ho, Boodun, I did not , but smce you are awake, bid some one 
bring me a chilum My nerves require to be composed.” 


CHAPTER XXN 

He IS a man, take Vnm for all m all, 

I shall not look upon his like again 

Hamlet, Act i , Scene 2 

At the expiration of a week. Ameer All sent word to me that he 
was ready to resume his narrative, and I lost no time m requestmg 
him to repair to my residence He arrived, and makmg his usual 
graceful obeisance, I desired him to be seated 

The reader will perhaps like to know somethmg of the appearance 
of the man with whom he and I have had these long conversations , 
and no longer to keep him m the dark on so important a subject, 
I will describe Ameer Ah to him He is what would be called a 

P 
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Bbort man, about fir© foot soron incboa in boi^bt hla fignre U now 
fllondor which may bo the eSbot of his long impnsonm£mt,*—mipn 
sonmont It hardly ha called, except that to ono of hU formerly 
froo and nnrestminod hnbita and pnnnlU the smallest restraint 
must of oonrso bo irlaomo in the highest degree and painfnl to 
boar His npe may bo abont forty or forty fire yean bat it siU 
hghlly on him for a native of India, and it has not m the least 
whitonod a board and mnstaoluoa on which ho ondontly expends 
great core and pain«^ and which arc always tnmmod and curled 
with the greatest nontness. His fignro, as I Imre said, is slight, 
but it B m the highest degree oompaot, a^e, and mnimlar and 
hia arms aro romarlcnblo for tho latter qaality combined with nn 
nsool length sinewyness. His dress is always sompalonal^ 
neat and clean, and put on with more attontion to eOeoi than is 
nsnol with ha brother appro vers, his tnrban being always tied with 
a smart oock, and hia waist tightly girdod with an E^Iah shawl 
or a golly dyed handkerchief^ where once a shawl of Cashmere or 
a handkerchief of brocode was bettor suited to his pretonsiona In 
coroplonoD he is fair for a nabwo his face is ovEcn now strilanriy 
hondaomo and lends mo to boheve that the aecoonts of his jontl:^ 
appoorance have not been exn^garatod. His fbrehend u high and 
nnd; his eyes lar^ sparUmg and very expressive, especially 
when bis eloqaenoo ondlei and banti forth m a torrent of fignrt 
tiro language, which it would be impossible to render into Enghah, 
or if it were rendered, would appear to the English render unused 
to such forms of speech, highly exaggesuted and absurd; bis 
cheeks are Bcmewhot sunken, but hn noee is a/^nilme elegantlr 
formed, and his month small and bennhlhlly olnseUed, ■-Ttd hm toetn 
are exquisitely white and even his upper hp is graced with a 
pair of small mnstachioe, which would be the envy of many a gay 
heatenant of hussars while a beard close and wavy from which a 
strogglmg hair is never suffered to escape, descends nearly to hii 
brei^ and hides a throot snd neok whi^ would be a study for a 
pamter or a sculptor to complete all, his chest is very broad and 
prominent, and well contrasts with the effect of his small waist. 

Hii manner is graccfol, bland and polite, — it u indeed more than 
gentlemanlike — it is courtly and I hare not seen it equalled eron by 
file Mahomed an noblemen, with many of whom I have associated. 
Any of my readers who may have been m Indio, and become ao- 
quamted with ite nobles and men of rank, will estimate atouce how 
high is the meed of praise on this soore whidi I give to Ameer Ah. 
Hia language u pure and fluent, periiaps a httle affected from ha 
knowledge of Persian, whioh, though shght, la sufficient to ensble 
bnu to introduce words and expressions m language, often when 

they are not needed, but still it u pure Oordoo he prides himself 
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upon it and liold'i in supremo confcinpt ihoso ■who ppcak tlio cor- 
rupt pniois of the Dulclmn, or (lio still "norso ono of Hindostan 
AUogotlier j\Tnccr Ah is a olnnicici, and a man of immense imiiort- 
ancoin Ins onii opinion and that of cvci^ one else, and the sivaggci 
•vN’liich he Ins now adopted m Ins gait, bni in Inch is evidently for- 
eign to him. docs not sit amiss on his now i educed condition 

Header, if ion can cmbodvtlieso descriptions, 3011 liavo Ameer 
Ah before yon, and 1111110 you garo on the picture in your imagi- 
nation and look on the mild and cvpicssivc face you may havo 
fancied, you, as I was, would bo the last person to think that ho 
ms a professed murderer, and ono who in the coni sc of Ins life has 
committed upwards of Pcien hundred murders I mean b}' this, 
that lie has been actnely and peifonall3' engaged in the dcstiuction 
of that number of human beings 

ISfow, Ameer Ah, said T, since I havo finished describing your 
appearance, I hope yon aie icadv to contribute more to the stock of 
adventures you haic ah cad v related 

Tour slave is ready, sahib, ho replied, and Tnshnlla Ta-allu' he 
will not disappoint you But i\hy has my lord dcsciibcd m}’’ poor 
appeamneo, n inch is now miserable enough? flight your slave ask 
what you liavc written? and the tone of his voice implied that 
he had concluded it could not bo fai curable 

Listen, said I, and I -nill lead it to yon At every sentence the 
expression of his face brightened "When I had concluded, he said. 
It IS a faithful pictuic, such as I behold m3 self 1111011 I look in a 
glass Tou have omitted nothing, even to the most tiifling par- 
ticulars , nay, I may even say my lord has flattered me , and ho 
arose and made a profopnd salara 

No, said I, I liai 0 not flatteied your external appearance, which is 
prepossessing, but of your heait I fear those i\ ho read n ill judge 
for themselves, and their opinions mil not bo such as you could 
wish, but such as you deserve 

Tou think my Heart bad then, sahib ? 

Certainly I do 

But it is not so, ho continued Havo I not ever been a kmd hus- 
band and a faithful fnend ? Did I not love my children and wife 
whdo He who is above spared them to me ? and do I not even now 
bitterly mourn their deaths ? Where is the man existing who can 
say a word against Ameer Ah’s honour, which over has been and 
ever will remain pure and unsullied ? Have I ever broken a 
social tie ? ever been unfaithful or unkmd to a comrade ? ever 
faded in my duty or in my trust ? ever neglected a rite or cere- 
mony of my religion P I teU you, sahib, the man breathes not who 
could point his finger at me on any one of those pomts And if you 
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tliink on tbom, they aro those whioliy if npdij kept, gpjn for a man 
oatoom and honomr in the irorld. 

But the BOTon hnndrod mordora, Amcor Ali, -rrhat can yon say 
to thorn P They mako a foarfnl balancio ggainit yon in tho othtr 
scale. 

Ah 1 those aro ft difforont znattor said tho Thng lang^g mito 
a difTerent matter I can nerer persnodo too that I wns fully 
anthoniod to commit them, and only a homble instmmcnt in the 
hands of Allfu. Did I Idll cno of those persons P No j it vraa He ! 
TTbiI my roomalbeen a thousand times thrown ahontthoir necks and 
the strength o! an elephant in my arms, oonld I hare done anght, 
wonld they have died, without it was His willP I toll yon, lahib, 
they wonld not, they oonld not P btrt as I shall nevor bo able to per 
snadfi yon to thinV otherwise, and, as it is not rcspootfnl m me to 
handy words with my lord, I ihmk it is time for me to reconunenoe 
my tale, if he is ready to listen, for I hayo still mnch to relate. I 
hare bc^ to minnte m the parbonlais of my first expedition, that 
perhaps I need not make tho narrative of the other enmts crif my 
life so prolix indood ware I to do so, yon, sahib, would bo tired of 
writing and yoor ooantrymeii of nading for it would be an almost 
eudlea task to follow me in oveiy ezpemhon I imdertook. 1 shall, 
thereferre, with your permission, oonnue myself to the narration of 
those which Ithmk most interest yon, and which I remember 
to poesees remarkable Inoidents. 

w on, said I 1 listen. 

Well then said the Thug E^hodawnnd must remember that t 
told him I passod over three expedihona, and that I had partly 
dotanmned to go on the third. It is of that expedition I wonld 
now speak, os it was marked an extraordinary carcumstanee, 
which will show yon at once that it is impossible for any one to 
avoid his fate If it be the will of Alla that ha should die. 

At the tone I speak of I had been obhged to form another sat of 
intimates m oonseqncnoo of the loss of Bhndrmath and Burfurax 
Khan, for both of whom I had the sinoereet regard. Hoosem, 
thongh I loved and revered him as my father s dearest fnend, was 
now too old and mre to partioipato m ail my thoughts and perhsps 
wild aspirations for distmetaon. Bo, as Peer KTi^ti Motee-ram, 
with whose names yon are familiar hwi^ now risen to my own rant, 
and proved themsalTes to be “ good men ftTirl true ” m various ox 
pedibons, I took them mto my confidence, anrl tto planfied an 
eatarpnse, of which I was to be the leader and they my saiwrdi 
nates. Fif^ of the youngest stoutest, and most aotive and enter 
pnsmg of our ooi^naiTitanoe ware fli^ on as the hand ; and aH 
having been prevurosly warned, wo met a few days before the 
Dnsem of the year 18— in a grove near our village, which was 
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shady and Tvell adapted for large assemblies, and was always nsed 
as a place of meeting and delibemtion , it was considered a lucky 
spot, no unfortunate expedition ever havmg set out fiom it 

'We were all assembled It was a lovely morning, and the grass, 
as yet not even browned by the sun and drought, was as if a soft 
and beautaful carpet had been spiead on purpose for us The sur- 
roundmg fields, many of them tilled by our own hands, waved in 
gieen luxuriance, and the wind as it passed over them m gentle 
gusts caused each stalk of tall 30waree to be agitated, while the sun 
shining brightly made the whole ghtter so that it was almost pain- 
ful to look on for a contmuance Birds sang m the lofty banian 
trees which overshadowed us , hundreds of gieon parroquets spoiled 
and screamed in their branches, as they flew from bough to bough, 
some m apparent sport, otheis to feed on the now iipemng bp ries 
of the trees, and the whole grove resonnded ivith the cooing of 
innumerable turtle-doves, whose gentle and lovmg murmurs soothed 
the turbulence of the heart, and bade it be at peace and rest and as 
happy as they were 

My father and Hoosem were present to guide us by their counsels 
and experience, and the matter m hand was commenced by a sacri- 
fice and mvocation to Bhowanee , but as I have before described 
these ceremomes, it is needless to repeat them , suffice it to say that 
the omens were taken and were favourable m the highest degree , 
they assured us, and though I had httle faith m them notwith- 
standing all I had heard to convmce me of their necessity, they 
mspmted the whole band, and I partook of the general hilarity 
consequent upon them 

My father opened the ob3ect of the meeting in a short address 
He said he was old and no longer fitted for the fatigues and priva- 
tions of a journey , he recapitulated all I had done on the former ex- 
pedition, pomted out the vaiious mstances m which I had displayed 
activity, danng, and prudence beyond my years, and concluded by 
implormg the men to place imphcit confidence m me, to obey me in 
all things as though he himself were present, and above all not to 
give way to any disposition to quarrel among themselves, which 
would infalhbly lead to the same disasti’ous results as had over- 
taken the expedition which had gone out the previous year 

They one and all rose after this address, and by mutual consent 
swore on the sacred pickaxe to obey me, the most impressive oath 
they could take, and any deviation from which they all firmly be- 
lieved would draw down the vengeance of our protectress upon 
them and lead to then destruction 

I will not occupy your time, sahib, by a narration of what I my- 
self said , suffice it to say, I proposed that the band should take the 
high road to the Dukliun, and penetrate as fur as Jubbulpoor or 
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■waro, aa hope of booty oflbred, and bo rotom to cnir bomo Klian 
doflb I monijoiicd, as boiDg bnt litUo known to ns Tbng* and where 
I thought it likoly we mi^t moot with good booty as I bad hoard 
that the trodori of Bombay woro m the habit of tending largo qaan- 
titu* of troQsnro to thoir corrcipondents in Xlnlvra for tho jmrohase 
of oplnm and other prodneta of that dutnot. I conolndod by as- 
ennng thpm that I Md a ftrong presentiment of groat encajoss, 
that! felt oonfidonce m myself, and that if thew •would only follow 
me folthfolly and truly wo might rotnm in a fow months as well 
laden •with ipoU os we had on the former ocoofian. 

Agam they rose and pledged tboir foith and tmly it -was a solemn 
tight to see thoso deterinmed man nerre themselvea for an ontorpnso 
which might end happfly bnt which oipoaed them to fbarfal nsl of 
detection, duhonoor and 


OHAPTEB SXVX 

litcEB HI msTS or i nw nmnnojr the httxituees eb uzxn 

WITIL 

OuB meeting broke np, and I rotnmed to prepare Aicoma for my 
departnra 1 had mreated a talo to exonse my absence I told 
that the money which I had gamsd on my mercantile expedition to 
the Bokhnn "was now nearly expended and although, in her society 
and in the emoyment of happmess ench as 1 hnd norer hoped for I 
had been iutfiOTto ■nnwiUmg to leave my borne, yet I conld delay to 
do 80 no longer without abaolnte ram staring as m tho face. I 
added, that my father had placed a sum of money at my disposal for 
the purposes of trade ■wiui whioh, if I met with the aaocen I had 
reasonable gronnd to hope for from the letters of my oorrospondentr 
at Nagpoor and other plaoee, I oonld not fail of reahjing a hn rdnTnt 
profit— enough to allow as aaother oontmued eiyoyment of peace 
and 

liong and vainly she strove to oTWf fn la my determination, pointed 
out the dangers of the road, the ruks to which I shonld le neoes- 
»rfly exposed, the pain my abeenoe would amse to her bnt finding 
these wore of no avail, as I told her my plans had been long laid, 
and that I was even now expected at Saagor where my agents had 
collected the horses I sws to take for wn-li*, she implored me to take 
her and onr ohUdren with mo, adding that travellmg ■was a matter 
of no difflcml^ to her and that tho children -wonld eqjoy the change 
of scene and the bostle and novelty of the camp 

Bat thiB also I oyerrnled. It would have been impoosible to tako 
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lier, not to mention tLe expense of her traveUmg-camage , and at 
last, after mncli pleadmg and objections of the description I have 
mentioned, sbe consented to remam, and placmg ber under my 
father’s care on tbe mornmg we were to depart, I took an affection- 
ate farewell of ber Many were tbe cbarms and amulets sbe bouud 
about my arms and bung lound my neck, wbicb sbe bad purchased 
from various wandermg fakeers and holy moollas , and with stream- 
mg eyes sbe placed my bands upon tbe beads of my children and 
bade me bless them I did so fervently and truly, for I loved 
them, sabib, with a love as intense as were tbe other passions of my 
nature 

At last I left ber Leaving one’s home is never agreeable, often 
painful , for tbe mind is oppressed with indistinct visions of distress 
to those one leaves bebmd, and is too prone to imagine sources from 
which it might sprmg, though m reality they exist not It was thus 
with me , but tbe appearance of my gallant band, as they greeted 
my arnval among them with a hearty shout, soon dispelled my vague 
apprehensions, and my spirit rose when I found myself m tbe con- 
difaon which bad been tbe object of many a fervent aspun-tion I 
was my own master, with men willmg to obey me, and, Insballa ' 
I exclaimed to myself, now Ameer Ah’s star is m tbe ascendant, and 
long wiH it gleam in lingbtness ! 

I have told you of tbe ceremonies which immediately preceded 
our departure on a former occasion, of course they were repeated on 
this , tbe omens werO agam declared to be favourable by Motee-ram, 
who was our standaid-bearer and director of all our ceremomes, as 
Bbudrmatb bad been , and we proceeded, accompanied for some coss 
by my father and Hoosem, who stored my mmd with tbe results of 
their long experience Among other thmgs both particularly urged 
me to avoid tbe destruction of women 

“In olden tunes,” said my father, “they were always spared, 
even parties in which there might by chance be any, although m 
other respects good bunij, were abandoned on their account, as, our 
patroness bemg a female, the destruction of her sex was considered 
obnoxious to her, and avoided on every occasion Moreover, men are 
the only fit prey for men , no soldier wars with women, no man of 
honour would hft a finger against them , and you of all, my son, 
who have a beauteous wife of your own, woll be the last to offer 
violence to any of her sex ” 

“ Rely upon me that I wiU not,” said I, “I was, as you know, 

, strongly agamst the fate of the unhappy women who died on my fiist 
expeition, and, you will remember, I had no hand m their deaths ; 
but I was overruled m my objections, first by Bbudrinath and after- 
wards by Surfuraz Ehan, and what could I do ? And it would be 
terrible mdeed to think that the distresses of their party and the un- 
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kncnrn fato of poor Dhudnoath wore owing to tbo tard^ but too 
Buro Tongcanco of our patronen. 

It mnj- bo BO, said ^ lather ; “ but lot not that prey on jtnir 
mind } both mjsolf and Hoosom Imvo L3k)d manj a woman in our 
timo, end, oj jon know no 31 effect* haro rcanlted frbm it. But 
boar in mind what I hare said aot with wisdom and diBorotion, and 
abort) ah paj impboit attoniion to the omeni and your aucceas and 
protection aro Bure.” 

We rodo on, conversing thus, end when we amvod at the boundary 
ntone of our village, we diamoontod and ombrocod each other and 
I loft thorn and rodo on with my mom 

According to our mica, no ono was to iharo or oat pen nutil 
our first viohm feD and as this was a matter of mconrenience to 
many of the men, you may be euro we had our oyof m all diroctions 
and our scouti well ocoupiod m every villago we passed through or 
halted at Bnt it was not tflJ the fifth day that wo mot with any one 
who offered o eecuro and in orory way eligible Bocnfice. We bad 
foUccD m with bands of travellers, some going to and others deporting 
from thoir homes, bnt they had mvartaoly women m their company 
and thorn I was determined to spare, as well for my wife s sake as 
from the injunotions of my father 

However as I bare said, on the fifth day early in the morning 
we came to a orosi'road, and were glad to see a pA^tj of <TTriB 
tmvelleTH, three upon pomes, having ino eppearnnee of m 2 xctable 
men, and the rest on foot, oouung np the road a ehorb distance from 
ns. Toourgreatjoy they struokmfo the road w© were about to take 
We had halted in pretended mdemsion as to the rood, when 
they came up we asked it of them. They readdy pomted to the one 
before ns, and although expressing themselves estomshed at our 
numbers, they agreed to scoompany us to the village where we pro- 

r aed to halt, and the road to which wo had rnguired of tbem- 
Boon entered mto oonversotran with the most respectable of thetr 
party and I replied, in answer to his mmnnee, that we were soldiors, 
proceeding after our leave to TTindosbm, to Nagpoor where we 
were in semco. He told too m rotum, that he and his brother one 
of the two others mounted, with a friend and some attendants, were 
on a traveHing expedition that they hod ocone from Indoor and 
were going to Benares, as well for the pnrohaae of cloths and 
brocades, as to nst that sacred place of Hmdoo pLtgnmago. 

Ho, ho 1 thought I, theoo are assuredly men of oonsequanoe gomg 
in dugnisa, and I have no doubt are well ftmmhed with ready cash. 
Ko time must be lost, as they have come by a croia-roed, and have 
not been seen m our company ; there can oonaeqnontly be no tmee 
by which we oonld possibly be suspeoted on them diaoppearanco so 
the sooner they are dealt with the better To thm and I laggv<i 
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belimd a little, and imparted my deteimmation to Peer Khan, wbo 
lode in the rear of all , by him it was told to another, and tlins it 
Ciicnlated tbrongbont the band befoie we bad gone far I was 
gratified and debgbted to see bow, as tbey became aware of wbat 
was to be done, eacb took bis station, three Tbngs to each ti-aveller, 
and the rest disposed themselves round the whole, so as to prevent 
any possibility of escape 

I lemembered the load well, for it was that upon which we had 
travelled before , and what Thug ever forgets a road ^ I knew also 
that, although the country around us was open and baie, there was 
a nver not far off, the sandy bed of which was fnU of the wild 
cypiess, and the bodies could be easily disposed of in the brushwood 

When we arrived at the brmk of the nver, the man I had con- 
tmued to converse with begged for a short halt 
/‘We have been travelhng smce midmght,” said he, “and I for 
one am well tired, and should be glad of rest ” 

I made no objection, of course, for it was the very thmg I wished , 
and dismountmg, and leading my hoise to the water, I allowed him 
to drink, and then joined the party, which had all collected, and 
were now seated the travellers discussmg a hasty meal they had 
bi ought with them, and the Thugs sittmg oi standing around them, 
but aU in their proper places 

I was on the pomt of giving the jhvrnee, and I saw the bhuttotes 
handling their roomals in a significant manner, when, thanks to my 
qmck sense of hearing, I disfcmgmshed voices at a distance It was 
well for us that I had not given the signal , we should have been 
busily engaged m stripping the bodies when the party I had heard 
would have come upon us Of course they would have seen at a 
glance what we were about, and have taken the alarm But our 
good destmy saved us I hesitated, as I have said, and m a few 
mmutes fourteen travellers made their appearance, and came directly 
up to where we were sitting They were persons of all descriptions, 
who had associated for mutual protection, and I had half determined 
to destroy them also, which I ihink we could have done, when they 
reheved me greatly by takmg their depaiture, wishing us success 
and a pleasant and safe journey 

On one pretence or another I delayed our associates xmtil the 
other party had proceeded far beyond the risk of heat mg any noise, 
should there be any , and now, seemg everythmg npe for the pur- 
pose, I called out for some tobacco, the word we had agreed to use, 
as being least likely to attract attention or mspire suspicion I had 
planted myself behmd the man I had been speaking to, and as I 
spoke my handkerchief was thrown Three years’ rest had not 
affected the sureness of my hold, and he lay a corpse at my feet m 
an mstant My work was done, and I lobked around to see the fate 
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of tbo rc*t j OBO poor MTctcii olono atrngglcd, bnt lua BBflenngi wor* 
qxiickly ondcd^ and the pnrtr tro* no mom. 

“ Qqic3c, mj Indi 1 cnoa I to tho Inghaooe, quick nbont yo nr 
^rork I Ono of thorn gramed. 

Whj rud ho, did yon not ohBorro Doolnm and four other# 
go mray to yon brnahwood ^hon wo reached tim ipot P Depend 
upon it they have the grave ready or they have been idle dogs. 

And it was oxen to the grave had been dng while tbo imsnspect' 
mg travollorB tat and co n ver te d with ns. 

Wo were to busily engaged in stripping tho dead, that no one 
observed tho approach of two tmvnllors, who had oomo npon na xm- 
awarot. N’ercr alinll I forgot their horror when they saw onr oo 
enpahon ; they wore rooted to tho spot from extreme terror they 
apote not, bat thoir eyes glared wildly oa they gazed now at nt and 
now at the dead. 

“ lliterable men, said I, approaching them, ** proparo for death t 
Ton hare been witnestet of onr work, and wo have no resonree bat 
your dostmotiian for our orm preservation-” 

“ Sahib, said ono of them, collecting hia energies, “ we are men, 
and fear not to die smcc onr boor is oome ” and be drew himself 
np proudly and gaxed at mo. He was a taQ, p oi r tiffu ] Tnaw , well 
armed, and I hesitated to attack him. 

I give you one altemahve,” said I become a Thug end jom 
our btmd — yon aholl bo well cored for and yon will prosper 

Keverr he exclaimed “never whall it be said that Tihik 
Singh, tho descendant of a noble race of rnjpoots, herded with mar 
derera, and bred on then imble«©d gams I No if I am to die let 
it be now 1 Ye are many but if one among you la a Tnnn, let Timi 
step forward, and here on this even ■and I will strike one blow for 
my delimrance and he drew his sword, and stood on tho defenarvo. 

“ I am that man, cned I, though tho hand with one voice 
earnestly dissuaded me from the enoounter and declared that he 
was more than a match for me “ I am thnt moTi Now take your 
last look on the heoTBrn and the earth, for by AJdai you never qmt 
this spot I” 

Coma on, boasting boyl ho exolAimed] “give me but fair 
play and bid none of your people interfere, and it may not be as 
you say ” 

“ Hear all of you ” cned I to tlwn, “ meddle not m this matter 
tij TTimw and mine only As for the other deal with him as ye 
hat “ HTid m an mstont more he waa numbered with the dead. 

“ These are your cowardly tnoks," oned the rarpoot, now od7aii> 
ing on me, for he h ad stood oantemplatmg the ate of his compan- 
ion “ my emd may follow his ; but I nti*T1 dm the death of a soldier 
and not that of a mangy dog as he has done. 
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I Lave before told yon, saLib, that my skill m tLe nse of every 
iveapotL ■was perfect, tLanks to my goodmstmetor, and I Lad never 
lelaxed in those manly exeicises •v\'’LicL fit a man for active combat 
V lienever Le shall be called into it My sword was the one Nnwab 
Subzee Khan Lad so mncL admired, and I felt the confidence of a 
man when Le Las a trusty "weapon m lus Land and knows Low to 
wield it 

I Lave said that the ra]poot ad'vanced on me He Lad no shield, 
winch gave me an immense advantage, but the odds were in Lis 
favour from Lis height and stiengtL, yet these aie a poor defence 
agamst skill and temper 

He assailed me •with all Lis force and fury , blow after blow I 
caught on my sword and shield, without strikmg one myself, Le 
danced lound meafferthe fashion of Lis people, and now on one leg, 
now on the other, Le made wild gyrations, and at mtervals rushed 
upon me, and Ltei-ally ramed Lis blows at my person , but I stood 
fixed to the spot, for I knew Low soon this mode of attack must ex- 
haust him, and the loose sand of the river added to Lis fatigue 
At length Le stood still and glaied on me, panting for breath 
“ Dog of a kafir > ” cried Le, “ son of an ■onchaste mother, will no- 
thing provoke thee -to quit that spot?” 

“ Kafir I exclaimed, “and son of a kafir, thy base words Lave 
sealed thy fate ,” and I rushed on him He was unprepared for my 
attack, made a feeble and uncertain blow at me, which I caught on 
my shield, and the next instant my sword hod buried itself deep in 
his neck He fell, and the blood gushed from the wound and from 
his mouth 

“ Shookur Elhoda * ” exclaimed Peer Khan, “you have settled his 
business nobly, let me embrace thee,” and he folded me m his 
arms 

The rajpoot was not dead he Lad sufficient strength remammg 
to raise himself up on his arm, and he looked at me like a devil He 
made many attempts to speak his bps moved, but no sound fol- 
lowed, as the blood prevented utterance 

“ Some of you put him out of his pain,” said I , “the man be- 
haved well, and ought not to suffer ” 

Peer Klhan took my sword and passed it through his heart, he 
writhed for an instant, and the breath left his body 

“ Away "With him ! ” cried I, “we have loitered too long already ” 
The lughaees took him by his legs and arms, to avoid his blood, 
and earned him away, others strewed a quantity of dry sand over 
the spot where he had fallen, and m a few minutes more we were 
pursuing our way as if nothing had happened 

After this proof of my personal courage and skill, I may safely 
say I was almost adored by the whole band They all assured me 
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that a Tliog haring Irillod a trarollor ond a aoidjor in fair open com 
bot TTaa an nnpTOcedontcfd circnmstnDCo, and on!/ roqnlrod to be 
known to mako mo tho envy of old and yonng ond I glonod in 
what I had dono thdr prniao wn* awoot inconw to my tanitj 
The bootj' wo got from tho merchant and hu brother wna rich, 
and was of itself a fair amonnt of booty for any cxpodition, Bomo 
wore OTon for tnmmg back, but they woro only two or throo roices, 
and wtJTO easily ovormJed 

It wtmld bo o ahomo, I said, “If whilo fortraio favoored ni wo 
did not take adTantago of onr good lock. 

Sahib, wo contmacd onr march, and when we bad reached Songor 
wo had HDcd nineteen other traroUora withont, howoror Imnog 
obtamodmadiplaDdor ton fifteen, and on one occasion only nearly 
a hiradred mpeos, wero os mneh aa any of them afforded ns 

Tho town of SongoT was, and la now a largo and bnsy place, boQt 
on tho edge of on immense lakn, nooriy as large as that of the Hooecin 
Sagor cooling brocscs which tmTol over it make it a debghtfal 
spot TTo encamp^ on tho border of tho lake near tho town. 

For tho foOT days we remained there, wo daily pcrambnlated the 
bozon, and fr e qu ented the shon of bbnttoams, one of whom was 
well Imown to Peer Elian, and whom we paid handsomely for in* 
formation. Ho promised to be on the look ont for ns, and on the 
third day aftor emr amml, Peer Khan oamo to mo m the erenisg 
as I eat boforo the entrance of tny bttle tent, emokmg ond enjoying 
the delightful breoxe which comoover the Tost sheet of water spread 
before me. 

lleer Sahib,'* oaid he, “tho bhuttaoi* is fcitlifol he has got 
news of a Bahonkar gomg oar road, who is to leave thi* place m 
aboni a week he savs we are oertom of bim, but that we most qmt 
this spot, and march about withm a few oosi of the town, leavnig 
two or three men with him to cany mfonnation- 

“ U1 hmod nl iHa ! cried 1, n» is a worthy Ttnm. "We will 
listen to his ftdvioe, and be off to-morrow early Three of the best 
nmiiers shall stay here as he oonnsels to bnng ns the news. 

“ But he stipnlfttee for a large reward in case we ore soocefffok'* 

I see notHiig anamst it," said I j “ ho will be worthy of it if he 
iB trae to hii word. 

“ Oh, for that yon need not fear he is faithfol so long as yon poy 
him 

Then he shall have it. How mnoh doea he wont P 

Two bnndred rnpoes if we got five thonsand,'’ be replied 
" doable, if we get ten and m proportion if between one and the 
other 

“If the mhonkar is nch, Khan, said I, wo tan wbH spare 
what he asks so go and tell him he shall have it. 
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“ U1 hmnd bI iHii 1 ” I exclaimed; “ »o maoh tlio bettor And li# 
win bo Q Rood bnnij yon think P 

” He -will bo worth ^oron or eight thonaind good nrpccfl to you, 
wild the bhuttcora nnd ell nirpd (ready money) too.’ 

“ Gtxid affTMO fnond ; hut "^y do yon not take to the road P 
You tiro a lucoly folloTT enough. 

“ Oh, I hare tried it already said ho laughing " I wa* out on 
two oipcdiUoni with Gnneiha Jemadar Do you Imow him P” 

“ I ImTO beard of him,” I replied ho i* a leader of noto.” 

** Ho M,” aold tho bhuttcurn but ho is a crnol dog and to f«n 
tho truth, — I fear you will think mo a coward for it, — I did not 
lILo the wny he treated the poor people he fell in with, so I quitted 
actiTO work, and only do a httle on si new as yon see now by which 
I pick up a tnflo now and then.” 

“Well, said I, “you do good it uppeon; but bowaro how you 
act, and eoo thot you do not bully poor Thug* out of their money 
by threatening to donounco them 

Tho fellow winced a httJe at my obeerrahon, bnt rcoorenng bun 
BoU he stoutly protested he had norer been guilty of so base an set. 

Peer Khan tnrew me a sir look, as much as to say you hare hit 
tho n^t noil ou the head out 1 did not pruas the "uttpr fnrtbor 
for we were completely m his power 

Then, said I “ we start in tho morning I suppoe© P 

“Do so,” repUed tho man the saboul^ goes to Jnbbulpoar 
It would bo os weU not to show yoomlres for some days, as he 
might take the alarm and some pe^e of note hare disappeared of 
late on the road.” 

" Now said I to Peer Khan, “ wu hare no further busmoes hare, 
and I am bred let us go to the camp. W© can send two scouts 
to remain here, to give us mteibgenoe of the sahoukar s departure 
if necessary 

The men were mstruoted in what they had to do, and we Wt 
them and the bhuUeara. 

“ You probed that rasoal deeply hr what you ^id Peer 

Khan as we walked along “it is the Tery practioe by which be 
gets hiB money the fellow is as nob as a »houtar by this means, 
and never omita to levy a oontnbution on er eiy gang which partes 
Sangor” 

“Then,” said I, “my mind is made up as to Ins fate. Snob a 
wretiih 11 not fit to bre — a cowardly rasoal, who aits £ii his e*s6» 
runs no risk, nndergoes no &tigne, and yet gets the largest share 
of any one. He ought to die. What say you to pattmg hnn to 
deathP" 

“ It IS a rare plan,” rephed he but how to get hrm out of the 
town I know not — he is as waiy m a fox. 
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“ oil,” said I, “ that is more easily managed tlian yon tlimk The 
kafir IS fond of money ? ” 

“ As fond as he is of his own miserahle existence ” 

“Then, Peer Khan, we have him Diiectly we get to the camp 
I will send a man with a message, which you shall hear me deliver, 
and if it does not brmg him, call Ameer All a father and grand- 
father of ]ack:asses ” 

“ Good,” said he langhmg; “ we will see this rare plan of yours, 
hut I teU you the villain is most wary I never knew him come 
out except m hioad daylight, when there was no danger, and then 
only to small parties ” 

“ Here, Junglee,” said I to a smart yonng fellow who always 
attended my peison , “ you know Peroo, the hhutteara P” 

“ Certainly , my lord was with him this afternoon I know his 
house, for I was m the bazar purchasmg some flour, and saw my 
lord at the shop ” 

“ Good,” said I , “ then you wiU have no need to mqmre for it 
How go to the hhutteara, and take my seal-ring with you mmd 
you don’t let it go out of your hand , tell him, with many comph- 
ments from me, that as we are so sure by his kindness of the bum] 
in prospect, and have some money with us, I will pay him what he 
asks, if he will come here to receive it Say that I do so as our 
return by this road is uncertain and may be at a distant period, and 
that I shall have no means of sendmg him the com , and add, that 
I do this favour to him, as I am convmced of his good faith, and 
have placed imphcit reliance in his assertions How, can you re- 
member all this ? Mmd you speak to bnn m Ramasee, — he under- 
stands it ” 

“Certainly,” said the lad, “I know all” And he repeated 
what I had told him word for word 

“ That will do,” said I, “ and here is the rmg How be off, run, 
fly, and let us see how soon you will earn two mpees ” 

“ I am gone. Jemadar Sahib,” cned he joyfnlly “ I will be back 
instantly ” 

“ That IS a sharp lad,” said Peer K~lin,Ti , “he takes one’s meamng 
so readily But oh, Meer Sahib, Peioo will never come for that 
message , he is too old a bird to be caught with chaff '” 

“ Depend on it he will , he wdl hear the tinklmg of the silver, 
and will run to it as ever lover did to biR rmstress’s signal Besides 
he has no chaff m prospect, but rupees, man, rupees The fellow 
would run to Dehli for as much ” 

“We shall see,” said Peer Khan *'If it be written m his fate 
that he IS to come, why, Alla help him t come he must, there is no 
avoidmg desfmy What ' Peroo the hhutteara come out of his 
house at mght to visit Thugs ' I say the thmg is impossible , it 
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Ims ofh:ii been tried, and fcuTcd nitorlj- Iho follow laagliod at tbom, 
OB woU ho might, 

“ For all year douhta, Khan, *aid I, " Inihalla 1 tto wni thro^ 
earth on biB txard to-night and m wo may ai -vrcTl be rend/ c*Il 
Motco and two or thrco lagboco* the gruTo muat bo dog and 
that immodiatolj ” 

Motco camo, bnt ‘iraa oa doopemdiog of ncccM ni Poor Khan. 
“ Ton will novor toto hhn, ho «aid ^did not Ganosha offer to di- 
vide a largo booty hero laat yonr emd that Poroo ehonld have a ihare 
if ho Tronla oome to take itP andhoaentwordthntholaoghodnt onr 
bcarda, and -wo had better leevo hia thare in the hollow oi on old tree 
known to na or bo wonld oend the whole polioo of Bangor after oj 
m the mormng 

“ And 80 yon left the ihare P ” 

“ We did, and it woa a good one too ” 

“ Then Gancaha woa an owl, and I will tell him »o if I over meet 
him. Poroo ahonld not bare had n conno from me nor will ho now 
nnlcaa he cornea to take it. 

We were eflont for aomo famo, and I conld hear the dull blows of 
the pickaxe, as the aound woa borne by the daiU night-wiad from the 

E laee where the mve was preponug Ho will come, thought 1 ^ and 
18 uuqmty will ended oh^e on the cold blooded oownrd who 
can Boll men s lives as he does, wrthont Bt^lnn g a blow against them I 
At X was ihna mniing onr measenger was aeon, in the dnskv light, 
returning at the top of hb epe^ and alnne. We told Ton 
BO 1 owed both my eoaociatet tnnmphantly we told yon how it 
would be I 

I was vexed, and hit mj bp* to conoeol my ohagren- Xict n» 
hear what he saye at any rate, said L 

“ "Well, whnt newa, JnngleeP cned I, as he am up quite out of 
breath, 

■Wait a moment, Jemadar mid hn, “ tiU I oan. apeak I have 
mn hard," 

Here, dnnk gome wateri it will otnnpoae yon- What baa hap- 
pened P la there any alarm P 

Ah, no akmn," replied the lad, " bnt hsten, I went as fiiat as I 
could without running for I thonght if I appeared out of breath 
when I reached him he mi^t aunpoot Bomething ao when to 
the town gate, I walked Jowly till I reach^ hia ehop. He was 
busy frying tabobe for some tmToDera, and told me to go into ha 
pnrnte room and wart for him. In a abort trmA te came to me. 

“ Wen, asid he, what newa P Why have you oome P The bun^j 
la »fe It was bnt^nst now that one ofytjur soonts caune and said hs 
hod hoard orders givou fiir hit departure to-morrow What do yon 
want f 
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“ So I repeated yotir message, word for "word as you delivered it 
to me, and lie seemed mnch. agitated He -walked np and down tke 
1 oom for some time, talkmg to liimself, and I conld hear the words, 
‘Ganesha,’ ‘treachery,’ once or twice repeated So at last I grew 
tired of this, and said to him, ‘ I cannot wait, I have oiders to retnm 
immediately will yon come or not P ’ and this stopped him , he 
tnmed round and looked at me severely 

“ ‘ Tell me,’ said he, ‘ young man, was Motee-ram present when this 
message was delivered ^ ’ 

“ ‘ Ho, he was not,’ I rephed 
“ ‘ Did he know of it 

“ ‘ Ho , he had not returned from the town when I received it, at 
any rate, neither I nor the Jemadar Sahib saw him ’ 

“ ‘ Was Peer Khan present ?’ 

“ ‘ Ho,’ said I stoutly, ‘ he was not ’ 

“ ‘ But he left this place m company with your master ' 

“ ‘ He may have done so,’ said I, ‘ but I did not see him I was pre- 
parmg the jemadar’s beddmg when he letnmed, and the message 
was dehvered to me pnvately , for after he lay down to rest he called 
to me and dehvered it and I may as well tell you that he counted 
out the money fiom a bag which was under his pillow ’ 

“ ‘ How much was there set apart for me ^ ’ 

“ ‘ Two hundred and fifty rupees , he was countmg more, but he 
stopped short, put the rest mto the bag, and said it would be 
enough ’ 

“ ‘ And how much is m the bag ?’ 

“ ‘ Alla knows ' ’ said I , ‘ how should I know anything about it P’ 
‘“Who sleep m the tent -with the jemadar P’ he asked, after 
another silence and a few more turns about the room 

“‘Ho one,’ said I ‘I sleep across the dooiTvay, but no one is 
ever allowed to enter ’ 

“ ‘You are a good lad,’ he rejomed, ‘and a smart fellow How 
should you hke to be a bhutteara ? ’ 

“ ‘ Well enough,’ said I , for I wanted to see what he was diving at, 
and I suspected no good ” 

“ Did you ever hear of such a rascal ?” said Peer Khan “ Oh, 
if we only had him, I would -wrmg the base neck off his shoulders ” 
“ Let him go on,” said I , “ don’t interrupt .him ” 

“Well,” contmued Junglee, “he paced to and fro agam several 
times, and at last came and sat by me, and took my hand m his I 
did not like it, so I laid my other on the hilt of my dagger, which 
was concealed m my waistband 

“‘Junglee,’ said he to me, ‘thou art a good lad, and may bo to 
me a son if thou -wdt aid me m this matter Young as thou art, this 
bloody tindo can have no chaims for thee , besides I’ll v arrant your 

Q 
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joumdor does not make a pot of you as I iroultl, and obliges you to 
Tfork hard P 
I nodded. 

“ ‘ Ay ! it u oven so, ealdho, ‘ondthou ■wnoldrt bo frooP Speak, 
bo^ and fear not thou sholt bo » son to me. Alia help mo 1 1 haro 
noithcr info nor ehild. 

“I nodded ogtun. 

“ ‘ That If right, contmuod ho i * although you oxo ill used, you 
do not llko to aWfo tho salt you havo and 1 like you the 

bettor for it Now laton to me I will oomo but not now You 
say you ho at the cnfaunco of the tent P Good 1 You must sloep as 
sound 08 if you had jakon opnun — do you bear P I ihall stop guietlj 
over you, and I know an old tnck of Welding with a straw— do you 
understand? 

“ I do said I you would hove the large beg * 

“ Exactly so, my son, said ho, tou hero gnoeied nghtlyj trust 
mo, 1 w3\ Ihito it As I go away 1 wili touai you you noed not 
follow mo thon, but you con wutoh your opportunity 

" But tho foouta, added I yon have not thought of them. 

Oh, I can cosily arend them { tho night is daS.. and doudy and 
no one will soe me. I ahall ctnp mjaali naked, and throw a black 
blanket orerme. 

u Thitn I agree, I end I will <^t those bomd peoplo 
and become an hou^ man. Now what am I to say to tho 
jemadar ?* 

Say replied he, that the hordsman s dook had often been 
robbed pj the wolf of its attest sheep and the herdsman aaid to 
hunself, IwiH catch the wolf and put him to d«tb. And he dug a 
hole, and suspended a fat lamb over it in a basket, and sot and 
watched. And the wolf came, and aaw fimn afhr off that there was 
something unusual in thegenerosityof theherdsmau. Andhesaidto 
himself^ Wolf^ thou art hungry but why should cme lamb tempttheeP 
The farnft win oomo when tura mayeat find the herdsmen asleep so 
wait, although thy stomach is empty Say this to the jemadar and 
he understand thee. 

By Aha 1 thou hast done wdl, J nnglee ,” said I, “ thy faith 
fiilnegs shall surely fae well rewarded. lYhat tfnnk yon, my Ti-mTirTa, 
of thwi fillain P 

“ Ah, we are not astomihsd,'* cmed both, ” it is Just ht-m but 

Inshaha I he will fah mto his own snare. 

“ Now eaid I, “ coll two of tho aoemts ” fmd they came. 

After I had told them of ^le plot Peeroo hnil formed, kly 
fnande,” I oontmned, “ you must alhnr this luscal to oome mto the 
camp. Ono of you lie down <dose to my tent, and pretend to bo 
asleep but hayeycrtir eyes open, and directly you see hnn enter rouse 
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Peer Klian and Motee, and bung tbem to tbe entrance , and do you 
two then place yourselves one on eacb side of tbe door, so that be 
cannot see you I sball feign to be asleep, and shall let bim take tbe 
bag, tbongb be sbonld even fall over me m doing so As be comes 
out you can seize bim and bold bim fast , do bimno barm till I come 
And as for you, Jnnglee,if you do not sleep as sound as tbongb a seer 
of opium was m your stomacb, I swear by Alla you sball be m tbe 
same grave witb bim ' ” 

“ Do not fear me,” said tbe lad, “ I bave eaten your salt, you are 
my father and my mother, you bave treated me kin^y,and bow could 
I deceive you ? Had I mtended ifc, I bad not mentioned a word of 
wbat be told me ” 

“ Then we are all prepared,” said I “ Did be say when be would 
come ? ” 

“ He did,” said Junglee , “ m tbe second watch of tbe mgbt, when 
be bad no more busmess ” 

“ Good , then mmd you are all leady, and we will spit on bis 
beard,” 

Anxiously to me did tbe hours pass, till tbe time came when I 
might expect bun I went out of my bttle tent repeatedly to see 
that all were at tberr proper posts, and returned as often satisfied that 
they were Peer Elban was lying near my tent apparently in a 
sound sleep, but I knew be was awake , tbe scouts were wandermg 
lazily about, above all, tbe mgbt was so dark that I could not see my 
band before me, and the splashing and murmurmg of tbe tmy waves 
of tbe lake upon tbe shore would prevent any noise of bis footsteps 
being beard “ Tes,” I said, half aloud, as I retired to my carpet 
for tbe last tune, “be will come, thief as be is, be will not miss such 
a mgbt as this but tbe darkness favours us as much as it does bun ” 

“ How, Junglee,” said I, “this os tbe last tune I sfar out , mind 
your watch, my good lad, and I will not forget you Peer Eban is 
close at tbe back of tbe tent I care not much about tbe rest, they 
will soon be coUected when be is caught ” 

“Do not feai me,” said tbe boy, “my eyes are not heavy with 
sleep, and when I move from this spot to call Peer Eban, a rat will 
not bear me ” 

I went in and lay down , I drew my trusty blade and laid it close 
to my right band, so that I could grasp it m a moment , and cover- 
ing myself up with my quilt, as well to bide it as to assure me when 
be came (for I knew be would endeavour to pull it off me), I con- 
tmued to stare steadfastly on tbe entrance of tbe tent , and my eyes 
becommg sensible of tbe greater darkness of tbe mside than that of 
tbe outside, I was certam that if any one entered, or even passed 
tbe door, I should see him Long, long did I be m this position I 
hardly starred, lest Peeroo diould be outside bstemng whether I was 
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nwnkc It -mii now I gncsvjd, coMidcrnblj past midnight. ‘StflJ 
no ono cnmo, nnd I Bhomd hoTO been inclined *o despair did I not 
feel cortom that his Into would load him to dottruotion. Why u it 
mVitI) that ono has these prcaontimonts P I have often felt them 
during my lifchmc, but I noror could acconnt for them. 

At^t ho cnmo. I taw on objoot darten tho doorway hesitate 
fiiT a moment, and than pass m over tbo body of Jnnglee who anorod 
BO londly and natnitdly that I oonld haro doolorod he was asleep, 
Twill I not known tho contmir hy having ipoktai to him o short time 
before. Allfl. 1 ABa 1 eahib, how my heart beat 1 I conld hear its 
throbbings, and thtw seemed to be so loud in my breast that I 
thooght ho wonld hear them too. Another thought flashed acroaa 
mo— fenild ho bo armodP and wonld ho nttompt to destroy moP It 
might bo and I almost trembled os I thonght how I was to he in 
ncure and m hu power whilo ho abstracted tho bag I was on tho 
point of leaping np nnd passing my weapon throngh his body but I 
dismiisod the idea. He is a thief, a muemhlo thief, and has not tho 
oonrago to brmg a weapon, much less to use it j and he will want 
both ms hands too— ho cannot have one So I lay qniet, with my 
hands on tho hilt of my sword, Tho tent was vruy low and he was 
obliged to advTLZLCO stooping He reaohed my nde and ^elt down, 
and os I feigned tho hora hreathmg of sleep, 1 felt his wnnn breath 
when, ho locked orer me and mto my oyea to Bee whether I really 
slept or not. He appeared satisfied that I did, for he instantly 
thrait his hand nndor tho pillow bnt so qmetly that I oonld not 
have felt it had I bean oalrep. Bat the hag was not on that iriiTw^ it 
was under my other car Ho felt it, bnt found, I snppoee, that he 
oonld not abstract it without hu awakening me so he fwlt about on 
tho gri miitT for a peco of straw or a blade of gross, and began tick-. 
Img my ear cm the sido nert to Tnm I obeyed the intentifm of the 
action, and turned towards him with a grunt. It startled Tiim_ and 
he was stni for a moment bnt ogam hu hand was groping I felt 
the hog recede — recede till it was withdrawn from the milow I 
heard tho clink of the money as he p1an«i it cm his ahonldar wwiT I 
was oemtent. I saw too, that Jnnglee was not at the door (themgh 
when he had gone I know not — having been too much oconped^^ 
my own sitnaticm) and that the bhutteara was aware of it He 
stopped, and murmured m a low tone, Strange t>i*i he should be 
gone bnt he knows the way and will not diaappcnut me. Another 
step, and be was beyond the threshold, and m the rough grasp of 
Peer ‘Rhan Motee, and a dosen otben. 

Oaptally mansged 1 oned 1, as I ran to the door and jamed 
the group Strike a hght, one of you let us see the face of this 
Hoostnm among thierae^ — a fellow who dares to rob a Thug's ooinp 
and defy hrm to hu beard. 
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A liglit 'was bronglit, and tlieie stood tlie tiembling -wretch -with 
the bag o£ rupees stdl on his shoulder, and clutching it as though it 
•were his o-wn 

“Ha'” said I, “so it is yon, Peeroo, and the -wolf -who was so 
•waiy has fallen into the hands of the shepherds at last he would 
not take the httle bait, but the large flock was well watched, and he 
has fallen into the trap And now, rascal,” I continued, “ thou 
wonldst have robbed ns, and dost deseiwe to die , yet upon thy 
answers t-o the questions I -will put to thee depends thy life oi 
death ” 

“ Hame them, oh name them ' ” said the -wretch “ Let me live, — 
I -will set ofi" -without delay, I -wfll even accompany yon , yon may 
turn me out from among yon in the inngle, and if ever my face is 
seen m Sangoi agam or on this road, deal -with me as ye list ” 

“ Very good,” said I , “now answer the follo-wing questions Is 
the bnmj yon have promised false ?” 

“ As true as that I breathe Ah, hleer Sahib, have not your men 
seen the preparations, and will not yon hear the same to-morrow 
from them P How could yon doubt it ? ” 

“ How much money will yon give ns to let yon go ? I want two 
thousand rupees ” 

“AiM4r4 Sahib' Mere Sahib'” cried the -wretch, “two thousand 
1 upees ' Where am I to get them^ I have not a conne m the world ” 

“ It IS a he,” said Motee and several others, “ yon have thousands 
of rupees which you have bulhed poor Thugs out of , we could name 
a hundred instances m which you have taken money from us how 
dare you deny it ? ” 

“ Look here,” said I, “ here is the roomal, and yon know the use 
of it , say whether you -wiU give the money oi not ” 

“ I -will give it,” said he , “I -will swear on the pickaxe to do so, 
and do yon come -with me and take it ” 

“Ay,” said I, “ and be taken too ourselves ' Ho, no, friend Bhnt- 
teara, do not try to throw dust on onr beards after that fashion 
Inshalla ’ the people who could catch you have sharper -wits than 
you seemed to give them credit for Ho, man, I was but joking 
-with thee — ^where is all thy wealth concealed 

“Yon may kill me if you -will,” said he, “ but I give no answer 
to that question ” 

“Ah, well,” cried I, “you may think better of it when yon are 
chokmg How you two hold bi^m fast, and take the bag off his 
shoulders ” 

They did so I threw the roomal about his neck, and tightened 
it till he was almost choked He made several attempts to speak, 
and at lasti relaxed my hold a httle , but he could not utter a word 
— fear of death had paralysed his powers of utterance 
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Giro Inm »omo Trntor Kud I, * it will Trttali down liis fngtts” 

Ho took it, and foil ot my foot, and implored mo to eparo Iitth. 
I Bpnniod and Iddcod him. 

“"Whoro u thotrcasnroP I said. “ YonhaTO folt tho tightoninj 
of tho roomal once, boworo how yon nsk it agnm. Whoro is the 
trc a siir o P 

PromiBO to lot me hvo, and I will toll," cncd tlio bhnttenm, 
trembling in every lunb. 

“ I TTili promise," said I, “ yon shall rommn hero, and I will send 
people to bring it. Yon vrcQ know wo havo no tame for delay and 
if TOU tnilo with us yon know tho result — yon have already half felt 


“TVharo is llotoo-rom P Ho knows tho spot 
“Lmrl I know it not," oned Motee, stopping forward “Do 
yon wish to moko mo out to bo a participator m yonr hose gams P" 
‘ Yon know tho fpot, cootwo^ tho hhatteara, “ htrt yon do not 
know that there is anght there Yon remembOT the old hollow Trmn 
go-treo on tho other ndo of tho town, where yon left tho sharo 
I got from Qoncaha P 
I do 

“"Well, than, yon must dig m the hollow of the trunk about a 
sOrer and ornaments, 
my wxnrd, von thall remain 
d thee, and has been ready 
for hoars. I swore that I would spit on tW board beforo mommg 
and Bhownnee, whose Totanesthou hastlmlhed and threatened, has 
dehvored thee into my hands." And I spat on hrm all the men 
who wore near tnw «lifi fbw same. 


cubit deep yon will find all I have— -gold, 
“ Kow ^ said I, “ villain, I havo Iwyt 
here tho crave is doc which shall hoi 


A g am, cned I, “ hold him fast, and bring the tohaoco " He 
knew the fatal “jAimee,” and etmggled to b© free bntha was a 
in the power of those who held him— -man instant more he wasdeadi 
Off with yon, llotoo 1 cried I take ten men and go to the 
spot he mentionod he msy have told tho truth, ond we nHi^l be tho 
nohorforit then will many a man cry ‘Wah I "^yahl when he hears 
of this deed." 


Tho body was taken away and buried the grove was smoothed 
over and bea t cin down, the plaoe plastered over some flreplaoes 
rj lodft and dnA bghted to blacken tbem, and our work wvs con- 
cealed. 


How did not that viTlam deeenw his fate, p To my per 
ceptaon, his oold blooded work was far wxrrso our logifamate 
prooeedmgs and as far his teocheTy he paid the forfeit of iL 
It was a fe a r ful revenge, md I but yon spoilt the justice of it 
by your vile love of pli utd^ TVhy ahould you have promised him 
his life, and then have murdered bun p that was base 
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I did not promise it to lum I said lie slionld remain -wliere lie 
n'as, and lie did remain — ay, he is there noiv 

It w^as a nice distinction certainly, Ameer Ah, and only shows the 
more how little yon are to he trusted But how did you get on 
afterwards ^ had he told the truth about his money ? 

He had, rephed the Thug Long before mornmg Motes returned, 
and rousmg me, poured at my feet a heap of gold and silver corns, 
necMaces, armlete, bracelets, and anklets They were worth nearly 
three thousand rupees, and not one article of them was there but 
had been given him by Thugs Motee, Peer Khan, and others recog- 
nised most of the property "We melted all the ornaments, and 
divided the whole at onr next stage, and it was a good booty, and 
enriched us for a long tune, mdeed I may say it lasted till our return 
home 

And the sahoukar, I asked, was the news true about bim ? 

Oh, quite true, said Ameer Ah, I wdl tell you of him We left 
Saugor early, and at a short distance on the road sat down to eat the 
goor, as IS usual with us after any adventure While we were thus 
employed, one of the scouts came up, and told us the joyful news 
that the sahoukar had left the town, and was close behind us, and 
that the other, whose name was Bhikaree, had taken service with 
In-m as far as Jubbulpoor as attendant, to watch at night while 
the sahoukar slept 

“ And how does he travel ?” I asked 

“ He is on a tattoo, a good strong beast,” said the scout, " and 
has two others laden with him, and theie are four men besides him- 
self and Bhikaree ” 

“ Good,” said I “ How, my lads, we must push on , the sahoukar 
must see nothmg of us for some days, and till then I shall avoid all 
others ” 

We hastened on, and got to the end of our stage Three days wo 
travelled quietly, and horn time to time observed the omens, they 
were all favourable, and cheered us on On the fourth, as if by ac- 
cident, we contrived to fall m with the sahoukar and his people , our 
faithful Blukaree we rejoiced to see m his tram It was m the road 
that we met with him, or rather allowed him to overtake us, and 
the usual salutations passed I was well dressed and well mounted, 
and looked a soldier He mquired our destmation and busmess, to 
which the old story was answered, and we proceeded merrily along 
The sahoukar was a fat, joUy fellow, and witty m his u ay, and stones 
were interchanged, and we all laughed heaitily at his jokes It is 
astonishing, sahib, how soon these tnfles engender good will and 
fnendship among travellers the lonelmess of the road and tlic 
wearmess of the stage are forgotten m such pleasant conversation , 
and before we had reached the end of the stage we were as great 
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fncndi Qi thcragli tto had travollwl togothor for months, or kncnm 
oacli other for yoon. A kind farowoU ttm interchanged os ‘vro 
parted at tho villogo ho to put np intido ifc in tho haiar and tto to 
ooT old plan of oncampmont. 

To morrow said I to tho nssomhied mem, u a good day it is 
Fnday wo must finish this bannoss. All wero agreed npon it 
and ^ midnight tho btihaa and loghaeos went on, tho fonnor to 
chooso a spot for tho oCorr and tho loiter to dvg tho grave. 

At daylight, a man (our Bhiknreo it was) camo to say tho aahou 
kar wotud wait for ns ^ tho other side of tho village, and begged we 
would bo qmok, os ho Ukod onp company and wished for tho safety 
of our cscMtt. 

I Itavo boon frightening him a little, continnod ha, and m 
tmth ho bos boen m alarm ever sinco he left Sanger for he bad 
hoard of tho disappcantnco of some parties on tho it^ lost year so 
when wo met you yesterday he wns mghly dehghtad, ond ofterwarda 
spoke warmly of yon. Jemadar Sahib, and said ho oonld fet,^ no fear 
m your socaety 

Well done," cnod I "them host played thy part woH, and it 
wh Cl not bo forgottmi. Bat, my friends, the sahonknr waits, and we 
hod hotter bo mormg ; do yon all summnd his party os yon did 
yesterday ply them with tales and stones, and keep their mmds 
qmob. 

" Jey Bhowonco 1 Jey Ameer Ab I was the shont of the party as 
we qnitted the groun d and took oar way to the spot where the sa- 
honkor awaited ns. 


OHAPTER XXVHL 

OiXtiby . — T Is s tOo tMn^ to die, nj gnekroi Innl, 

'Wbsn men are onprsptred and look not lor it. 

SiekTd m. Aet liL, Bo. a. 

Riv ! Bam 1 Ifeer Sahib, was the saluiahon of the sahonkar as 
we mot at the spot whither Bhikaree had guided us, “ Ttflm J “RHTn I 
I am glad you hove condescended to keep oermpony with, your poor 
serrant, for truly the sweet savour of y ou r fluent ducoarsa bss left 
a longing m my heart to hear more of it, and happily I am eo fsr 
favoured. 

I returned the usual compliments, and we set forward on our 
journey GradnaHy my band arranged themselves arormd their new 
viotmis. All were at their places, and I eage^ looked out for the 
first scout who should give ns mtelLgenoe that the bMl was rctwiy 
A strange feeling it a sahib, that comes over ns Thugs at sn® 
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Tnomcuts nob a feclinc: of inicrosbor piiy for onr \:ctnu, or com- 
punction foi tlio deed no me nbonb to do, ns perliajis you miglib 
expect to hem , but nn nll-absorbnig au\icly for tlio issue of tbc ad- 
veutmo, an intense longing foi its consumiualion, and a drend of in- 
terruption fiom pi'^Miig li'a\ellois, and though I had bcconio non' 
callous in a great inensnie, still 1113' heart nas throbbing mth aimcty 
and appichcnsion, and ni}* replies to the sahouknr’s nitt}- and jolly 
Tcmaiks neio vague and abstracted, my nholo thoughts neio coii- 
ccntiatod upon the nflair in hand, and it nas not bo arondcred at 
He icmaikcd ni}* altered bchaM’onr, and I milled myself, and nas 
soon able to amnso bim ns I bad done bcfoic 

“Ah’ that IS like 3'oursolf, IMccrSahih,” said he, ns I had jnst given 
nltorancc to a joke nhich caused his fat sides to shako, — “that is 
like yomself ^VTiy, man, n hose face did 3 our hi st glance on an aking 
fiom sleep rest on ^ Surely on some mclnnchol3' bouig, and you 
have partaken of his thouchts ever since ” 

“I know not, Sethjee,’' I replied , “bnt you know that a man 
cannot alna3's command the same evenness ol tcmpci, and I confess 
that m3* thouqhts noro fai ana}*, at iny home ” 

“"Well,” said he, “ all I nish for yon and myself is, a safe rctniTi 
to our homes , for this travelling is poor nork, and I have been mi- 
Incky enough to siait on a very indilTcrcnt day after all my waiting 
I bad dctci mined on Icaiang Sangor neatly a month ago, but on 
consulting the astrologci, he delayed mo from time to time, declaring 
this day v as bad and that day v as n orse, until I could stay no 
longer , and it vas all to little purpose, and I pray Narnynn to pro- 
tect me from all Thugs, thieves, and dacoos ” 

“ Amcen,” said I, “I respond to yonr prayer most fervently, foi 
I am on my way to my service, where wo chance often to get hardoi 
knocks than wo can bear. But do they say tbero aro Thugs on the 
road P and who or what aro they ^ the term is new to me ” 

“ Why truly I can hardly tell yon, !Mcci Salub The Thugs, they 
say, are people who feign one thing or other, till they get unwary 
travellers into their power, and then destroy them 1 have heard, 
too, that they have handsome women with them, who pretend distress 
on the roads, and decoy travellers •who may have soft hearts to help 
them , then they fasten on them, and they have some charm from 
the shitan whicb enables tbem to keep their hold till their associates 
come up, despite of all efforts of the person so ensnared to gam his 
bberty And that either thieves, or Thugs, or rascals of some kmd 
or othei do infest the highways is most true, for many travellers dis- 
appear m an unaccountable manner But I do not fear , I am m 
the company of honest men, and we are a large party, and they must 
be stout men or devils who would assail ns ” 

I laughed mwardly at the sahonkar’s idea of Thugs, and had no 
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fncndj as thcmgli wo had travoUcd iogcthor for months, or known 
each other for Tear*. A land forowoU Tms intcrclmnged as wo 
parted at the nllago ; ho to put up inaido it in tho bnrjir, and we to 
otrr old plan of encampment. 

To morrow, said I to tho nssomhlcd men, “is a good daj" it is 
Friday : wo most finish this bosincsa. All were agreed npon it 
find at midnight tho bfilhos ond loffhacos went on tho former to 
choose a spot for tho afihir and tho Mtor to dig tho gniTt>. 

At daylight, a Tnan (onr Bhitarco it wns) enmo to say tho aahon 
knr won5d wait for ns tho other side of tho village, and begged wo 
would bo quick as ho likod onr compony and wished for tho safety 
of onr ctcari. 

I have boon frightening him a litUo, oontmnod ho, “ and in 
truth ho boa been m alarm ever emco ho left Sanger for ho had 
board of the disappoonineo of some nortie* on tho road last year so 
when wo mot yon y es te rday ho was nighly dobghtod, and afterwards 
spoke warmly of yon, Jemadar Sahib, ana oaid ho could fot’ no fear 
m your socioty 

“ Well done cnod I “ thou hast played thy part woD, and it 
not bo forgottm. Bat, my ihesida, tho sahouk^ waits, and wo 
hitrl better bo moving i do yon all eummnd his party as yon did 
yesterday; ply them with tmes and stones, and keep their mmds 
qoiet" 

** Jey Bhowanee / Jey Ameer AL /" was the shout of the pnr^ as 
wo quitted the ground and took onr way to the spot whore tho sa- 
honiar awmted ns. 


CHAPTER XXVm. 

Cttnbf — *T Is a tQa thing to die 1D7 gnudims lord, 

When man are unpropered and look not for U. 

Riekard HZ. Aot liL, 8c 2. 

Hill I Bom 1 Hear Sahib, was the salntatum of tho aahoukar as 
we mot at the spot whither Bhikareo had gmded ns. “Rami Eaml 
I am glad you have oondeeoended to laep compony with your poor 
serront, for trnfy tho sweet aaraur of your fluent dtscourso has loft 
a longing in my heart to hoar more of it, and happily I am so far 
favoured- 

I returned the usual oompbrnemta, and we set forward on our 
journey Gradually my band arranged themaelvea around their now 
victims AH were at tnarr plaoee, and I eagerly looked out for tho 
first scout who should giro ns inteDigonoe tW. tho hhft ^ 7 ®* ready 
A strange feeling it is, sahib, that comes over ns Thugs at such 
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moments not a feelmg of inteiest or pity for onr victim, or com- 
punction for tlie deed vre are about to do, as perhaps yon might 
expect to hear, but an all-absorbing anxiety for the issue of the ad- 
venture, an intense longmg fonts consufnmation, and a dread of in- 
terruption fiom passmg tiuvellers , and though I had become now 
callous m a great measme, still my heart was throbbmg with anxiety 
and apprehension, and my replies to the sahoukar’s witty and jolly 
lemaiks weie vague and abstracted, my whole thoughts weie con- 
centrated upon the affair m hand, and it was not be wondered at 
He remarked my altered behaviour, and I ralhed myself, and was 
soon able to amuse hun as I had done before 

“ Ah ' that IS hke yourself, Meet Sahib,” said he, as I had just given 
utterance to a joke which caused Ins fat sides to shake, — “ that is 
like yomself Why, man, whose face did your first glance on awakmg 
from sleep rest on ? Surely on some melancholy being, and you 
have partaken of his thoughts ever smce ” 

“I know not, S6thjee,” Irephed, “bnt you know that a man 
cannot always command the same evenness of temper, and I confess 
that my thoughts were far away, at my home ” 

“ Well,” said he, “ all I wish for you and myself is, a safe return 
to our homes , for this travelhng is poor work, and I have been un- 
lucky enough to start on a very mdifferent day after all my waitmg 
I had determined on leaving Saugor nearly a month ago, but on 
consultmg the astrologer, he delayed me from time to tune, declaring 
this day was bad and that day was worse, unto! I could stay no 
longer , and it was all to httle purpose, and I pray Harayun to pro- 
tect me from all Thugs, thieves, and dacoos ” 

“Ameen,” said I, respond to your prayer most fervently, for 
I am on my way to my service, where we chance often to get harder 
knocks than we can bear. But do they say there are Thugs on the 
road ? and who or what aie they ^ the term is new to me ” 

“ Why truly I can hardly tell you, Meer Sahib The Thugs, they 
say, are people who feign one thmg or other, till they get unwary 
travellers into their power, and then destroy them 1 have heard, 
too, that they have handsome women with them, who pretend distress 
on the roads, and decoy travellers who may have soft hearts to help 
them , then they fasten on them, and they have some charm from 
the shitan which enables them to keep their hold their associates 
come up, despite of all efforts of the person so ensnared to gam his 
hberty And that either thieves, or Thugs, or rascals of some kmd 
or othei do infest the highways is most true, for many travellers dis- 
appear in an unaccountable manner But I do not fear , I am m 
the company of honest men, and we are a large party, and they must 
be stout men or devils who would assail us ” 

I laughed mwardly at the sahoukar’s idea of Thugs, and had no 
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doubt that Qancsba Jomador waa, if tho truth •wcro kuairu, ot Uio 
bottom of tho dlttppoaranco of tho tmTuUcrs. But I ansTrcrod 
gaily Ahl no fear myfncnd. Tho« Thugs, ns yon »ay rnaynoTr 
and then bght upon on uniruipcoling amglo tiarollor end loll lum but 
no onoiToidddaro to touch 0 party IJco ours and, Insballal if nnp^op- 
pcar TTO •^rill lot doybght into soxno of their skins tbero is nothing I 
loro bettor than maldng kcoma{mincenioat) of these rascals. Iharo 
dono BO onco or twice nircady and I nomr found thorn stand whon a 
ffword was drawn. But yondor I eee, is ono of my men sitting I 
irondor how ho got on before us. I will ask him. Ho must haro 
started eniiy to got a rost on tho road}" and os wo reached hnn ho 
slowfy raisod himself from tho ground, and made his salutation to 
me and tho sohoukar ; he appoam tm^ and acted bis part wolb 
How 18 this, Ameer Singh ? said I, how is it that you are bo 
much in edvanca of us P 

“ Oh, rophed ho rcodfly, **0 thorn ran into my foot yesterday 
and os I knew you would not wait ftirmo I started at midnight with 
a few others, who stud they would bo my companions, and wo tra- 
Tfdlod on leisurely bat I oould not prtxwod farther os my foot was 
painful, and I dotorminod to wail lor the p ar ty here to get a lift on 


a p o OT 

7 m shall bare it.'' said L ^'lloont tho one which oames my 
baggage, and I will see that a borber examines your foot when we 
reSv tho end of the stage. But where are your companions ? 

They said there was a small nver in adrance, obmt half a coss 
and they would prooeed Uuthor and wash thenr hands and &oes 
thw bode mo toll you that, if I conJd not follow them, you would 
find them thoTB. 


Good, Bid I, ** and I am glad to hoar there is water near we 
oan dismount and refresh oursalreo, for tho stage is a long one. How 
say you S 4 th Sahib ? you Hindoos are os parfaoular about your 
Tuormrig ablukons os we Moslems are." 

True, true, herephed "the news is welcome, for my mouth is 
dry and I hays not as yet washed it we will stop for a short tune. 
Boeides, my stomach isemp^ and I have sweetmeats with me which 
I will share with you, Meer Rahih it is ill traTefimg without some- 
thing m the inside" 


A good thought," I replied, and I shall be glad of them I 
nsually tmng some myself but tuTe neglected to ^ so in tbT in 
stance. 

The Boout was riglrt, the nmlet he mentioned was scarcely as far 
as ha had said, and wo reached it after a few mmniee ndmg o-Tid, 
sure enough, there wore my men sitting unconcamodly by the edge 
of the water busily disoussmg a boMtf of fmm cakes they 

brought with them- 
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“ Bhill manjeli, liave you cleared tlie liole^ ” I eagerly inquired of 
tlie l)611ia 

“ l^ianjeli,” lie replied 

“Wiat did you ask P” said the sahoukar, “if they have not a 
clean vessel for you to drmk out of, you can liave one of mine ” 

“ Thanks for your kindness,” I replied, “hut my good fellow here 
tells me that he has brought one, and cleaned it ready for me ” 

We all dismounted , the men rushed mto the water, and were each 
and all busily employed in washing their mouths and teeth, and 
drinking of the pure element which murmured over its pebbly bed 
beneath their feet , but none of them quitted their stations, and only 
awaited the signal to do then work 

“ Is the bhil far distant P” I asked of the b^lha who presented me 
with a lota of water for the purposes of ablution 

“ About an arrow’s flight,” saidhe, “ down yondei mthat thicket 
It IS a good place, and a well-known one , it was on this spot that 
Ganesha Jemadar had a rare bumj last year But do not delay, for 
the sun is high, and travellers may be commg from the stage before 
us , this IS the only runnmg water on the road, and all hasten to it to 
refresh themselves ” 

“ Then I am ready,” said I , “ and when yon see me close to the 
sahoukar, I will give the signal, I see the men are all prepared ” 
And I walked towards him 

“Why don’t you give the jlmnee, ” said Motee-ram to me as I 
passed him, “ we are all waiting for it ” 

“How,” said I, “be ready, I go to my station ” 

The fellow, near whom he was standing, turned round, hearmg us- 
converse m a strange language , but he immediately afterwards sat 
down and resumed the operation of cleamng his teeth with gieat 
assiduity there were two men behind him who would shortly save 
him the trouble 

“Why, S6thjee,” said I, “I wonder you do not go up higher, 
here you have the water muddied by all the fellows above you Come 
with me, and I will show you a deep place where I have just washed, 
and where the water is clear ” 

“ Ah, I did not think of it,” said he , “I will follow you ” He 
had beenwashmg low down, and as I got him into the nuddlc of the 
party I gave the,7/n9'?!cc 

Sahib, though I had not lolled a man with the loomal for nearly 
lour years, I had not forgotten my old trick , he was dead, I thmk, 
ere ho reached my feet 

Stupid it was in us to delay, and I prevented the like in future 
Every man lesumed his employment ot washing himself as thongh 
nothing had happened, and theie lay the bodies on the sand Wc 
wcie onco again fated to be interrupted Two travellers wore ‘=0011 
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uppnxtcliuip and tlio bodies troro hnstilf cororod with sbceU, os if 
those Tvho lay bonooth them ■were asleep and I cried to the men for 
some of tiujm to wt and othon Lo down, and oil to feign great wean 
They did SO, and tho men camo np th^ TTcropoorcrcatorcs 
hardly TTorth kiUmg and I proposed to Peer Klmn to lot them go, 
but ho TToald not hear of it. 

‘ Lot thorn go I ho cnod { ** nro yon mad P Do yon not thmL 
thot those fellows alroady sospoct who wo nro P Docs a man orcr 
come into the proaonco of the dead bo they omr so well corcrod or 
disguised, withontn fooling that they aro deed P And, sec, somoof onr 
men are Bpeokmg to thorn they are true boni^ and Dorco has sent 
them-” 

**Aj yon will, said I, “bat thoro may bo more of them. 

Hardly so soon, replied be these follows must have loll in 
tho nip^t to bo horo so early but come, lot nsask them- And we 
waited Tip to them 

‘ Salnm I said I, wharo aro yon from so early P Ton hare tro 
TcUcd fast if yon have oomo than tho stngo we bopo to reach in tho 
oonrso of tho day how for is it P 

It IS seren long coaa,” said tho man, “and tho nn will be high 
and hot beforo yOn reach it bot wo arc in haste and most proceed 
Stay mid 1, daro not to mom till yon ore allowed and tell me, 
how many trarellerB put np last night m the nllsgo from wheneo 
yon hsTo come P'’ 

“ Two beaides onrsalvtia, replied tho other of tho two evidently 
jx alarm ot my question. Why do yon oat P 

“ Are yon snro there ware no more P 

** Oertoin,” he replied we tmvellcd together from Jnhbnlpoor 
and pni np m tho sairro house ” 

“ And how fiu* ore they behind you P ” 

"They will be here munediately I thonld thmV, for we started at 
ths same tune bat have ontstnpp^ them. 

" Good, said I ; “ now art down there ond wait till they oome. 
Why IS this P cned both “ what right do yon detain tra- 
tellesa P We mil ge ‘saJ 

" Dare to stir at your peril, aaid I " yon have mtmdod on ns, 
*nd must pay the pmalty 

" What penalty r Are yon thieves P if so take what yon will from 
•na and let ns go.^ 

We arO not thieves, said Peer TThnn stay qmet, we are 

warse. 

“WorBel then, brother wo are loot,” cned one to the other; 
" these viOainj are Thugs it u oimn aa I whispered to yon when 
you must needs stop among them they have been at thmr horrid 
work, and yonder he thooe whom they have deotroyed 
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“Tcs,” snul I, “ xinliappy men, you linvo gucs'^cd right , yonder ho 
the dead, and yon -w dl ‘=oon bo nnmbci od y ith them , il is useless to 
strive against your dc'^tmy ’ 

I turned an ay, for I felt, ‘^ahib — T felt side at the thought of de- 
stroying these motloii'^ive people 'J’hey might have passed on , but 
Peer Khan avas light, they liad dcfccled the dead, tlioughtho bodies 
had been laid out and covered as if the senseless forms ncro sleeping 
— ^bnt they lay like lumps of clay Ko measured In calhing disturbed 
the folds of the sheets ■which coycred them, and a glance had been 
sufficient to toll the tale to the nnfoitun.itc people "^ilio had seen 
them But I shook off the feeling as host I could had I gi\ cn n ay 
to it, or hetiayed its evvstcucc to my assocnlcs. the powei I pos- 
sessed over them ■would have been lost — and it was Ihc spiiit of 
my cvistcnco 

“ They must die,” said I to Peer Khan , “ you were right, and they 
had guessed the truth , but I n ish it had been othci n iso, and the lazy 
lughaees had done their work qnickly , they might have ]iasscd on. 
and we have had a good moining’s woik nithont them, they arc not 
■worth having ” 

“I would not 'evchangc places ■vMth them for anything yon could 
name, Mcer Sahib, and perhaps it woic well to put them out of their 
suspense ” 

“Do so, Peer Klian, and get the lost with them icmovcd , I ■will 
deal with one of the othci two coming up These fcllon s are half 
dead already ■with fear, and the othci s I ■will fall on in my own way , 
I hate such passive ■victims as these wall be ” 

Peer Khan and anothei went to the miserable •wretches, who re- 
mained sittmg on the ground where w'c had left them I watched 
them, they stood up mechanically when they weio ordcicd to do so, 
and stretched out their necks for the fatal i oomal, and were slain as 
unresistmgly as sheep beneath the knife of the butcher The rest of 
the travellers were not long coming, and were only two, as the otheis 
had said 

“Kow,” said I to Motee, “these fellows must be dealt ■with .at 
once yon take one, I will the other , they must not utter a word ” 

“ I am ready,” said he , and we arose and lounged about the 
road 

The "travellers came up One was a young and the other an old 
man I marked the young one, and as he passed me a Thug laid 
hold of his arm , he turned round to resent it, and I was ready 
These two were earned away, and aftei coUectmg our dispersed 
party, we once more pursued our route without mtermption 

It had been a good morniug’s woik, the sahoukar was as nch as 
the bhutteara had said, and four thousand three hundred rupees 
greeted our expectant eyes as the contents of the laden ponies were 
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<!iammcd besides iIio*otliorotvoroBixhAndsomoBlimTla,ivortlibolt<T 

than a thcmiand more, and n few plocoa of ootton cloih, ‘trhlcii ircrr 
torn np and unmodiatdy dutribnlod- Tho other four troveDcTB bad 
•npirardi of a htmdrod rupoos, a anm not to bo despised, and -wliioh 1 
diTidod conany omonp the band, rosomng tho latpo boofy and add 
jng it to tno so Tn ^ ^d olrood^ gained. 


OHAPTEB 

ix m u on rr is oiimt snows now niEn rr 3 to stop nurs ms 
oBTiL pniTia. 

'W'b reoohod Jnbbnlpoor -rntboot another adventaro of any kmd^ 
n.Tii^ rested there for fm> days. Peer Khan, llotoe, and myself per 
ambulated the bosan during tho whole tmo, bnt not a tmroller 
•conlii wo moot with, nor could wo karn that any woro oxpoc L cd. It 
was therefore of no nso to remain, and as wo had still plenty of tnno 
before ns, we could traTol as lejanrely as wo pleased; bo on tho 
third mormng we agam prooooded. 

Tho ooun^ bo t wnen Jobbolpoor and Hagpoor is a wild wnsto. 
ynisgos aro not mot with for suleB and milos, the road u stony and 
nnsToo, the jtmglo and dangeroos for nearly the whole 
war On thm oocount tho tract Bos olwa^ been a farounto resort 
of Thugs and more afihirs hare oome off in those few marehea than 
perhaps in any other part of tho oountry frequented by ns. "ITo 
were all regro mu g that we hod not mot with some bon;] at Jubbul 
poor wherewith to bt^uile the weonneis of the road, when, at our 
eeocmd stage, soon nftm wo had omred, Jlotoe, who had gone to 
look out far wori. for us, rotumed with the glad news that there 
was a palankeen at the door of a merehant s shop, surrounded by 
bearers and a few eoldiers, which looked vary mno b as if it belonged 
to a trarallflr 

But ha must be of rank, said Motee, therefore I humbly sug 
gest thst ron, lleor Sshih, should undertake to see who he is, and 
to secure him if pos&ble. 

I followed his adnee, and ohangmg mr traToIImg attire for a 
deem whioh would ensure my civil reception, I armed myselfi and 
attended by a Thug who earned my hooka, I sauntered Tnfn the 
village. I soon saw the palankeen and men about it, and in order 
to gam some intelhgenoe to gmde ma, I went to a TnaJl tmnlxfleo s 
shop directly opposite to it, and sitting down entered trit^ oon vei s a 
turn with the vendor of tobaooo and pSiu 

This IB a wild oonntry you live m, my friend,” said X 
‘ Tea, it IS indeed as yon say ” he replied “ and wore ft not fet 
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you Iravclltcrs, a poor man Tvonld liave little cliauco of filling liis 
■belly by Bctfiing pan and tobacco, but, as it is, my trade thrives -well.” 

“ There jdo not seem to be many on the load,” said I, “I have 
come fiom Jubbulpooi •without mcctmg a soul ” 

“"Why, >tho roads are hardly much ficqucntcd yet,” he rejoined, 
^‘but m a 'month more there ivill bo hundreds , and there,” he con- 
tinued, pofntmg to the house over the 'way, “ there is almost the 
only one I have seen for some time ” 

“WhomitP” lashed, “and -where has he come from^ ho was 
not with u'5 ” 

“ I know not,” replied the tumbdlce, “ nor do I care , whoevei 
ho IS, ho ha s bought a quantity of my stuff, and it was the first silver 
■winch crossed my hand this mommg ” 

I saw there was nothmg to be got out of this man, so I went to a 
bunnea a little farther off, and after a few preparatory and mdiffer- 
ent questioniJ asked him whether he knew aught of the traveller , 
but he knew nothing cither, except that a slave girl had bought 
some fiom' of him “ They say,” said he, “ that it is a gentleman pf 
rank who is ti’avollmg privately, and does not wish to be known , at 
any rate, sahib, I Icnow nothing about him , I suppose, however, he 
•wdl come out in a short time ” 

This is very strange, thought I Here is a gay palankeen, eight 
bearers and some soldiers with it, come mto this wretched place, 
and yet no one’s curiosity is aroused , who can it he 9 I ■will re- 
turn to the ■bumbdleo and sit awhile , I may see, though I cannot 
hear anythmg of this mysterious person 

I sat do-wn m the shop, and calling to my attendant for my hooka 
1 emamed there smoking m the hope that some one might appear 
fi. om behmd the cloths which were stretched across the verandah. 
JTor did I stay long in vain, I saw them gently move once or twice, 
and thought I could perceive the sparkle of a bnlhant eye dnected 
to me I riveted my gaze on the en-vious purdah, and after a long 
mterval it was qmckly opened, and afforded me a transient view of 
a face radiant -with beauty , but it was as instantly closed again, 
and I was left m vain to conjecture as to the beautiful but mys- 
terious person who had thus partially discovered herself "to me It 
would not have smted my purpose "to have personally interrogated 
any of the bearers who were lying and sitting about the palankeen, 
as it would have rendered them suspicious, and would have been 
impertment after all, it was only a woman, — ^what had I to do with 
women now ? And had I not made an inward resolution never to 
seek them as bumj , nay, even to avoid parties m which there 
might be any ? 

So I arose, and took my way to our camp, firmly resol'ving that I 
would pursue my march the next mornmg , for, thought I, she must 
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bo •omo lady of rnnk tmToUing to lior lord, and AJIa foi Ud Hat I 
Bhoiddraao ft band ogmnflt ono to dofoncclcr? and unprotc dcdl and 
I tbongbt of my own lorcly Ajroomo and abaddcrca nt t lo idea of 
her over being placed within renoh of other ttcmbcrs of n ly profc*- 
fnATT, who not bo so aemptdons as I was. 

Bat, sahib, tho rcsolvoa or men, — what nro thoyP Passing 
thonghts, which fain woold exato tho mind *o good, o niy to bo 
dnven away by tho wild and overpowering ud^nonce* o', passion. 
Dcflpito of my rcaolre my mind was Tinqnict, ni.d a thoof and tones 
fancy bronght to my -now tho look aho had cast on mo, lind whis- 
pered that it was ono of leva I oonld not shaho it off ojad songht 
in tho conrcrsation of my assoomlcB wherewith to drive! her from 
my thonghts { bat it was m rain i that posuonato ghmeo/was before 
mo, and tho bcaatooua oyes which threw it seemed to ask f oranothcr, 
a nearer and more lorrng I 

In this state I passed tho day now determining thatjl wtmld re- 
sist tho tcmptatioa which was gnawing at my heart, and now almost 
on the point of onco moro proceeding lo tho rillago one seeking out 
tho tmknown object of my disqaiotndo and I was imisoliite when 
towards orcaung I saw a slave oirl making towards tho camp and I 
went to moot bar bat not with the intention of speakug to her 
should sho ptOTO to bo only a Tillago girh TTe mot ) ond 1 passed 
her bat I saw xnstnntlj that sho was m scorch of so^e one for iho 
tamed roond hentatiogly and epobi to me 

PoTgiTo my boldness, mhily said she, “bat I bm m search of 
some one, and yoirr oppcnnvnco tolls mo that it most bo yon. 

Spook,” ooid I if I oan Old yon m onythmg connnandine” 

“I know not, eho rephod, “whether yon aro ho or not bnt tell 
me, did yon sit at tho tnmb(51oo s ehop tUs morning for some time, 
amokmy a hooka P 

I did, my pretty tcmidon ” said If “ end what of that ? there is^ 
nothmg BO nnnstml in it as to attraot attention- 

Ah, no 1 ” said tho gtrl archly bnt one saw yon who wishes to 
see yon again, and if yon will now follow mo I wiH gmde yon-” 

And who may this person bo P” I asked and what con bo ius 
or bar bnamess with a traveller P 

“ Totrr first OTOshon. I may not answer ” said the girl “ and as 
to the second I am ignorant but, by your sonl, follow me, for the 
matter is urgent, and I boTo most express commands to bring yon if 
I possibly enn- 

“ I follow yon said I lend on- 

‘ Then ke^ behind me at some distance, she said, “ and whan 
yon see mo enter mto the house step bold^ in after ttmi, as if yon 
Wore the master 

I followed her Bnt oh. I eolub, observe the power of desfany 1 



GONFUJSSION'8 OF A TEUG. 


241 


miglit lia\re sat in my tent and denied myself to the girl, who, some- 
thing tolril me, had come to seek me when I first saw her approach I 
nught, w hen I did advance to meet her, have passed on indilFerently, 
and even when she spoke to me I might have demed that I was the 
person si le was sent after, or I might have refused to accompany 
her , hut; destiny impelled me on, nay, it led me by the nose alter a 
slave-girl to plunge mto an adventure I fain would have avoided, and 
which m y heaiii told me must end miserably Sahib, there is no 
opposmg fate , by the meanest ends it works out the greatest deeds, 
and we a ”6 its slaves, body and soul, blmdly to do as its wiU works ' 
I say not! Thugs only, but the whole human race Is it not so ? 

It appd’ars to me. Ameer Ah, said I, that poor Destiny has the 
blame whi enever your own wicked hearts fixed themselves on any 
object andl you followed their suggestions 

Hay, buti I would have avoided this, cried the Thug, and have I 
not told yOT so ? Alla knows I would not have entered into this 
matter , bu{j what could I do what were my weak resolves com- 
pared with 3is wiU ? and yet you will not beheve me Sahib, I do 
not tell a he 

I dare saj not, said I , but the beautifal eyes were too much for 
you, so go on with your stoiy 

The Thug iaughed They were indeed, said he, and accursed be 
the hour m winch I saw them But I will proceed. 

The slave preceded me , at some distance I followed her through 
the village and its bazars, and saw her enter the house before which 
I had sat m the mormng I too entered it, leaving my slippers at 
the door, and with the confident air of a man who goes into his own 
house I had just passed the threshold when the slave stopped me 

“Wait a moment,” said she “I go to announce you,” and she 
pulled aside the temporary screen and went in 

In a few moments she returned and bade me follow her I obeyed 
her, and m the next instant was m the presence of the unknown, 
who was hidden fiom my sight by an envious sheet, which covered 
the whole of her person, and her face was turned away from me to- 
wards the wall 

“ Lady,” said I, “ your slave is come, and aught that he can do 
for one so lovely he will perform to the utmost of his power 
Speak ' your commands are on my head and eyes ” 

“Be seated,” she said m a low tumd voice, “ I have somewhat to 
ask thee ” 

I obeyed, and seated myself at a respectful distance from her on 
the carpet 

“ You will think me bold and shameless, I fear, stranger,” said 
she, “ for thus admittmg you to my presence, nay, even to my 
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ohambcr bnt,alasl I am a widow and nood tho protc etionyoo 
arc able perhaps to afford mo. TVhlch wny do you troTol ! ’ 

“Towiirda Nagpoor " I replied i I purpose IcriTing th u miaer* 
ablo plflco early to-morrow and I uaro como from Jnbbulp oor 

nrom wbonco I bare also come,” abo said and I am ; joing too 
to Nngpoor Ah, my destiny la good which has sent me ono who 
will protect tbo lonely and fnendlcM widow 1 

It 18 stmogo, lady " said I, "that we did not meet be ore, bar 
mg como the some rwid. 

No ebo replied, it is not, sinoo I was bebmd yon I beard 
yon were before mo, and I trarollcd fkst to overtaLo yom T7o hare 
now mot, and ft* I moat proceed the romaindcr of my jonrni jy alone, I 
nnploro yon to allow mo for the stugo to lom yonr party wi ith which 
as I hoar it is a largo one, I shall bo sai^ and froo from oroxioty 
Toot wish u gmnt^ lady I caidj and any/ protection 
egamst tbo dangers of tbo way wbiob yonr poor tlar/ j can afford 
s&ill be obecrfnlTy given I will send a man early to nwaben yon, 
and promise that I will not leave the viHsgo withoat yo^i.” 

She salrimed. to mo gracefnlly and m doing so the ib cet, as if by 
aooident, partly foil from ber fsoo, and disoloted agiuji to en- 
raptor^ now the features I had beheld from a distanco Sahi^the 
tbixk was overpowering and every nerve of my body fjnglcd. Only 
that a sense of deceoey rostxamed me, I bad nsen and tnrown my 
•elf at her feet bnt while a blosh, as though of shame, mantlra 
over her countenance and sho hastily withdrew the glanoe she bad 
for an instant fixed on me, iho repbioMl the abeet and again iaroed 
to tbo wall, bendmg her head toward* the ground. 

1 thought it had been purely oooiden^ and the action at the 
iuDo oonrmoed me that she was really what she represented herself 
to be and franng that my longer pTBsenco wonld not be agreeeHe 
nor decent^ I aak^ her if sh« linn any further oommands mid for 
permission to deport. 

" No, eaid elie, I have no ftirther favour to beg save to know 
the name of him to whom I nm indebted for tbiw act of kindness.” 

" My name is Ameer All, said I a poor syud of Hindostan,” 

" Tonr fluent speech assured me you were of that noble race I 
could not be mistaken, — t is seldom one heers iL ff axil I bnng the 
pfln and ntr ” 

She did so and after takmg the oomphmentary gift of dismissal, 
and an mntmg my breast and beard with the fragrant ntr I rose and 
made my obeisanoe. She saluted ma m return, and again bade me 
not foTMt my pniinise. I axsnred her that she might depend upon 
me, and depej-ted. 

She must be what she says, thought I the very act of preeenfang 
p5n and ntr to me proves her rank no common person, no oourte- 
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san Tvotild laavo tlioBglifc of it I sliall only have to bear a little 
jeering from Moteo and Peer K!ban, whicb I tviII resist and langb 
away , and this poor -widow vnll reach Nagpoor in safety, withont 
knowing that she has been in the hands of mniderors Bnt I said 
nothing that night to any of them In reply to their numerous 
questions as to the fortune I had met with in the village, and 
whether I had discovered the unknown, I only laughed, and said I 
believed it was some dancing-girl, for I knew the mention of one 
would turn their minds from the thoughts of bunij, as it is foi bidden 
to kill those persons by the laws of our profession , and -with my 
supposition they appeared satisfied 

Great, howcier, vas their surprise when, in the morning, after 
having delayed our departure longer than usual, I joined the party 
of the lady outside the village, and they understood that wo were to 
•travel in company 

I was ovei pon ered by jokes and mtticisms from Peer Klian and 
ITotec, who declared I was a sly dog thus to seenro the lady all to 
myself, and after protesting vehemently that I cared not about her, 
winch only made them laugh the more, I became half angry 

“ Look you, my fiiends,” said I, “ this is a matter which has been 
m a manner forced upon me Who the lady is I Icnow not She 
has begged of me -to allow her to accompany us, as she supposes ns 
to be travellers, and I have permitted it , and whetber she be old or 
young, ugly or beautiful, I am alike ignorant Wo may hereafter 
find out her history, but, whoever she be, she has my promise of safe 
escort, and she is not bunij Ton remember my resolution, and you 
mil see I can keep it.” 

“ hfay,” said Motee, “ be not angry ; if a fnend is not privileged 
to crack a joke now and then, who, m Bhugwan’s name, is ? And 
as for ns, we are your servants, and bound to obey you by our oath , 
so you may have as many women m your tram as yon please, and 
not one shall be bunij ” 

So we pursued our road Several tunes I could not resist ndmg 
up to the palankeen and making my noble horse curvet and prance 
beside it The doors were at first closely shut, but one was grad- 
ually opened, and the same sparkling eyes threw me many a smiling 
and approving look, though the face was still hidden 

Alas ’ sahib, those eyes did me great mischief, — I could not 
mthstand them 

About noon, when we had rested from our fatigue, and my men 
were dispersed m various directions, scarcely any ot them remaimng 
in the camp, the slave-girl agam came for me, and I followed her to 
her mistress 

We sat along timem silence, and the lady was muffled up as I had 
before seen her. Despite of all my conflicting feelings, I own, 
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■ohib, tiat in her prcsonco mrliomo ■wns forgotten, and mj brnrung 
dairo wna flxod npon tho TOiIcd being boforo mo, of irboso oonnten 
once I ■wna oren atiH ignomnt. 

Sbo spalo at Inat, Irat it ttos to tho ilam 

** Go, ' said sho ** and wait mthoat, for out of hearing I haro 
that to »T to thin gentleman whioh must not enter ovon your cars, 
my Faxil, 

Sho departed, and I was alone with tho other and ogam there 
was a long and to me a poinfal, tiknico. 

‘^MeerSahib, she said at length what will yon think of mo P 
what will yim th^nV of one who thna exposes herself to the gaxo 
of a mnn and a stranger ? Bnt it nmttOT not now j it hai been 
done, and it u idle to think on the pash I am the widow of a nn* 
wab, whoso estate is near Agm ho died a short tune ago at !Na^ 
poor on hia way from Hyderabad, whither ho had gono to tee Ins 
DTOther and I was left fnondlcs^bnt not dcititnto. He had abnn 
donco of wealth with him, and I was thna enabled to live at J*og 
poor after sending newa of bis death to my estate, in comfort and 
affinenoo. The messengers X seat at length rotnmed, and brought 
me the weloome newa there was so one to dispute my right to 
my hnshand t p r op er ty and that my own family which is as noble 
and as poworfnl os his was, had taken possession of the estate and 
held it on my aooount j end they wrote to me to ro inm os qmokly 
as I eonld, and among the respectable men of the land choose a new 
husband, by wlkim I might bare children to inherit the estate I 
rmmediately set off on my return — ah I Amcor Ah, how can I tell 
the rest ] my tongue from ahame deaves to the roof of my mouth 
and my lips refuse utterance to the words which are at my heart. 

Speak, lady ” said I, your kjuI, speok I I bum with nn- 
paiienoe, and you have exatod my cunosity now too powerfully for 
it to rest unaaiisfled 

Then I most speak,” ahe mid, though I die of Hhw-mn m the 
effort I heard at the last village that you had ar r ive d I say you, 
because my faithful bIstb, who finds out everything came abortlj 
after your arnral and told ms that she had seen the most bwntifal 
oavalieT her thonghta had ever pictured to her She recounted 
your nohle air the beauty of your porsem, tho grace with which you 
managed your fiery steed, and, above all, the sweet and amiable 
exproanou of your oountananoe. The account inflamed -mu. I bad 
mamod an old man, who was jealous of my person, and who nerer 
allowed me to tee any one bnt my poor slave but I had heard of 
manly beauty and I longed for the tamo when hii death ihould free 
me from this hated thraldom. T^ng I deliborated between the 
unoontroUable deerro which poaaesaed me and a nmuta of sbame and 
womanly digmty j and perhaps the latter might have oonijaflred, 
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"but you came and sat opposite to the hovel m -which I was resting ; 
my slave told me you were there, aud I looked Alla ' AUa * once 
my eyes had fixed themselves on you, I could not withdraw them , 
and as the hole through which I gazed did not afibrd me a full view 
of your person, I partially opened the curtain and feasted my soul 
with your appearance You went away, and I fell hack on my 
carpet in despair My slave at last restored me to consciousness, 
hut I raved about you , and fearful that my senses would leave me, 
she went and brought you When you entered, how I longed to 
throw myself at your feet ' hut shame prevailed, and, after a com- 
monplace conversation, though my soul was on fire and my hver 
had turned into water, I suffered you to depart I told my people 
that I must return to ISTagpoor, as I had forgotten -to redeem some 
jewels I had left in pledge, which were valuable , and they believed 
me Ameer Ah ' ” cned she, suddenly throwmg off her veil and 
casting herself at my feet, while she buried her head in my lap, 
“ Ameer Ali • this is my -tale of shame — I love you * Alla only 
knows how my soul bums for you * I will he your slave for ever , 
whither you go, thither will I follow , whoever you are, and what- 
ever you are, I am yours, and yours only , but I shall die without 
you. Alas ' why did you come to me ?” 


CHAPTER XXX 

Yet she must die, or Blie'U betray more men. 

Othello 

Anb where now were all my resolutions ? By Alla ' sahib, I had 
forgotten all — ^home, wife, children , I thought not of them, but I 
drank deeply of love, wild, passionate, burning love, from her eyes, 
and I caressed her as though she were mine own There we sat, 
and though gmlt was in my soul, and it accused me of mfideli-ty to 
my oft-repeated vows, I co-uld not tear myself away from her, and 
I sufiered her caresses in return, though they often s-truck to my 
heart like the blows of a sharp knife Hours passed thus — I thought 
not of them , she seated at my feet, and I with my hands entwmed 
in her long sdken hair, and gazing at her face, of such loveliness, 
that never had my wildest dreams pictured anything like it Zora 
was beautifu.1, Azeema was even more so, but Shurfun surpassed 
them both in as great a degree as they excelled any of their sex I 
had ever seen Pam would she have had me stay -with her, fain 
would she, the temptress, have then and there separated me from 
my band, and led me with herself, whither she cared not, so I was 
•with her and she with me "Wealth, she said, she had m abundance, 
and we could fly to some undiscoverable spot, where we should pass 
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yetm of bias togothcr and 'wbonj sbo Trtrald b/ cotomnnication 
tnth. her farnHy procnre stieli monoy from timo to time oi TTOtild 
cmablo ns to liro m afliaonca 

“ Ameer AJi, amd aho, “ yon aro yimng yon aro nnknown yon 
bavo to fl g bt your wny to fiimo upon a boro jpittanoo, and for tbli 
■mil yon nik yonr procicms Ufo, wbea I orfor yon o ro r ythmg I 
poaaoet, and awcar tnat I am yonr alaro P Ah, yon mil not, yon 
cannot now loave mo to penah in dospoir and ola of nnroqmted 
loro ! Speal^ my tool, yon will not learn mo P 

'Wrttch, and pcijorM that I rrma, I aworo to ob^ her wbhci 
Sahib, it rros a aoro temptation, and it ororcamo me. 

At laat I toro myiolf away from her bnt not till I had a wo rn by 
her head and eyes to rotnm tho following day ■when bmng more 
calm wo might arrange car plans for tho fntnro. 

I retnmea to my bttlo toot, and there, in tie ogony of my aonl, 
I rolled on the groond. I rared, I refused to oat, and was as ono 
boroft of aense X apoto rudely to Peer Khan, who barmg been 
called by my attendiut oamo to comfort mo and X was almost on 
the pomt of dnmg my dagger to my heart to end a life wluoli, 
though a anleadid proapoct was open to it, ocmld norer afterwards 
be anght than one of gnB^ miaory But the pnvion reached its 
heigm and ns a thnndnr-olond, ■whiob after a burst cd mtontal 
oommotion, after its deep peal luu gone forth and it has ejected the 
lightning fram its bosom, grtdoally poon its pent up flood of waters 
to Boot^ and re&esh the earth, so did mine oyes now ram toara, 
and they calmed me. 1 oon now ask end take odnee, thought I, 
and Peer Khan, who is fondly attached to me will give it aa he 
■would to a brother 

I sent for hnn, and oiler apologising for my mdenees, said he 
■would find tho cause of it m the relation I would give of the lost 
few hours. 1 told hnn oil, and awaited bis answer Hy heart 
was rehered of a load of oppresove thoaght, I 'was the better 
for it. 

He ■pondered long ere he spoke at lost he — 

**Mear Sfth.ib, this is a diffloolt butmeos indeed, and I hsxdly 
know what to adviae go to her to-morrow j bo a maTi, and giro 
not ■way to this boyish pamon, which ill snits yen try to persuade 
her tlat you oounot do aa Ae 'wishea apeak to her kindly yet 
firmly of lier honie, of her relatrvna, and of the guilt "whioh must 
cleave to yon both from the oonneotion ahe proposes. Tell her you 
have a -wife and two children, and if she is a true woman she wiH 
be fired with jealousy and ■will quarrel with you do you then 
become nntated in your tum, and leave her to go bar own "Tray 
and find aome one who may not be so aompnlous, and may take 
advantage of her blmd paationB. And if ah thia fail, if no -words 
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of yours can drive tlieso foolisli ideas from licr bram, v'e have only 
to make a long march m somo nnknou n direction and at once be 
quit of her I know the paths through the jungles, and by them, 
difficult as they are, wo can easily reach Bcrar, where she will never 
again hear of us ” 

I thanked him cordially for his advice , and that part of it which 
related to Azeoma and my children struck foicibly on my heart I 
was ns yet, thanks to the protection of the Piophct, puio, and by 
his aid I would remam so I determined I would urge my picvious 
ties to her so forcibly, aud I would depict my love for my wife in 
such colours, that she should at once reject me. 

Ikill of these resolutions I once more obeyed her summons, sent 
mo by her slave, and followed the girl, and as wo had made a long 
march of tv olvo coss, it u as now late in the day. I need not again 
tell you, sahib,' of all her love for mo, which she now poured forth 
without check or reserve. She had faiily cast away all shame, and 
would hear of nothing I could rcpiesent as to the consequences of 
our connection with her family. I had only now one lesource, and 
as a man in alarm for his hfo fires the tram of a mine, so did I, 
humedly and perhaps incoherently, mention my wife and childi’en 
The efiect was, as Peer Khan had expected, instantaneous She 
had been sitting at my feet, listening to my objections, and playfully 
reasonmg with me against them , but, at those words, she suddenly 
started to her feet, and drew her noble figure up to its full height, 
while her eyes flashed, ns she smoothed back her flowing hair fiom 
her brow , the vems of her forehead and neck swelled, and she was 
terrible to look on I confess I quailed beneath the glances of scorn 
she cast on me 

“ Man she cried at length, “ oh, vile and faithless wretch, say, 
did I hear thee anght ? Dare to say again that thou hast a wife 
and children ' What dirt hast thou eaten ?” 

It was my time, and my good resolutions came to my aid , I rose, 
and confronted her with a look as proud and unflmching as her 
own 

“ Tes, Shurfun,” I said, “ I have spoken the truth , one as beauti- 
ful as thou art believes me faithful, and faithful I will remam to 
her , long I reasoned with thee, and hadst thou not been carried away, 
and thy good feehngs deadened, by an idle and sudden passion, thou 
hadst heard my words, and submitted to them, for the sake of thy 
family and hitherto untarnished honour Por my unfortunate share 
in this matter, may AUa forgive me • Lady, it was thy maddemng 
beauty which caused me to err , but He has strengthened my heart, 
and agam I implore thee to hear the words of friendship, and be 
thyself agam ” 

How can I tell you, sahib, of her despair, and the bitterness of 
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her orpn»i!craB, os ito aptnudotl mo Trith doooifc P I (lc«rTTcd 
thorn all, and not a word did I answer in rotnm. I could not, and 
I darod not opproaoh hor lest mr heart should opmn yield to her 
blandishmoats, for I folt that a kind word or action would renew 
thorn, and canw bar to forgot tho past and it was pitiable to see 
her as aho now sat on tho ground, moaning ond rocking horself to 
ond fro while at intarruli sno tore her hair and beat bar broosta m 
her ogony of spint. 

Ijearomol" tho taid at lost. ‘ Ab, Ameer AJi, thou bast broken 
» heart which oould hnvo loved tbco for oror I do not oompLim 
it IS tho will of APa that tho only man I oould over haro loved and 
hononrod thonld docoive mo, and I tnbmit. Shnrfnn is not yet 
rodueod so low that iho oould put up with tho teoond place in any 
man t heart, wore bo the monaroh of DehU ittolf Go 1 tho sight 
of TOU IS pninfni to my toul and my Alla forgive ns both 1 
I loft her I baatonod to Poor Khan, and related tho whole to 
him, and bo was debgbtod. 

“ Now said he “ to moko tho matter snre, lot ns xetraco our 
floni it it not attended with any nsk, for wo can put up anther®, 
sua wo need not nsrt tho riUa^ wo ^fore halted at we have no 
bopo of boofy at Nagpoor and if you like wo can peuetnte, as I said 
beiore, into Beror return by KbAud^h wbiob wu our original 
idea. 

I agree, sold 1 1 this wo m an must be avoided at every nsk. 
To »To eppearanocs she must go on to Nagpoor with heo* people, 
and we sb^ by followiag your adneo, avoid her altogether 

Accordingly the next mominm mstend of pursuing the rood we bad 
taken, we turnod bock, and after a few hoora travel baited at a 
small villaffa, a few ooss distant from the one we bad left But 
little had 1 calculated on that woman s love and wild passiona. 
Before the day was half spent, wo saw bar palankeen attended 
by her man, advanemg towards the village ly the way we h*d 
come. What was to bo done P I waa for flight into the 

wfldinrtglee by wbwh we were surpounded, and where abe wonld 
soon have lost oil traces of us. But Peer TyTiftn Motoe would 
not hair of it. 

“ It would bo oowurd^ " said they there la no oocaaion thus to 
run before a woman and why ihoula we expose ourselves to danger* 
from wild beosta and the unhealthmees of the forest on haracconntP 
A n d,” added Motee, “ if she follow us now depend upon it it is not 
on your account, but booouse she is now detonnuied to go to her homo 
as qiuokly as possibla. 

'It may bo so aaid I ** whatever her pTa'nw may be they will 
not mfluence my deteniirnatrons.” Xet my mind misgave tt>^ that 
she would again follow us, and a short tama proved that my sus- 
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picions were ngh.t The slave came hy stealth to my tent, dis- 
guised as a seller of milk, and I followed hei, for I knew not why 
hei mistress had sent for me, and why she now sought me after onr 
last meeting 

I reached her presence, and again we were alone I armed myself 
agamst her blandishments, and determined to oppose them with 
scorn, that she might again quarrel with me, and leave me for ever 
I cannot relate to yon, sahib, all that passed between ns at one time 
she was all love, seekmg to throw herself into my arms, and beseech- 
ing me to have pity on her, for she felt that her reputation was 
gone, m words that would have moved a heart of stone , at another, 
violently upbraiding me for my perfidy, and biddmg me begone from 
her sight , yet, each time as I turned to depart, she would prevent 
me, and again implore me to hsten and agree to her proposals 

At last I could bear with her no longer I was provoked with her 
importumties, and vexed at my own irresolute conduct I bade her 
farewell, and \vas quitting the shed where she had put up for the 
day, when she screamed to me to come back I returned 

“ Shurfun,” said I, “this is foohshness, and the conduct of chil- 
dien, why should we thus torment each other? You have heard 
my determmation , and could you offer me the throne of Dehli, I 
might share it with you, but my heart would be hers who now 
possesses it, and you would live a torment to yourself and me 
Jealousy even now possesses your heart and what would not that 
passion become when you were m mterconrse with the object you 
even now hate, and whom you could not separate from me ? ” 

“ I care not for your words,” said she , “ I caie not for the conse- 
quences I have set my life and my fame on the issue of this, — and 
refuse me at your peril ’ As for your wife, I hate her not Does 
not our law allow you four wives ? Is it not so written in the 
blessed Koran ? You cannot deny it Even I, who am a woman, 
know it I would love Azeema as a sister, and your children for 
your sake , and can yon refuse wealth and a future hfe of distmction 
for them ? 0 man, are you bereft of sense ? See, I speak to you 

calmly, and reason with you as I would were I your sister ” 

“ I would to AUa thou wert my sister,” I said , “ I could love thee 
fondly as a sister, but never, never can I consent to this unhallowed 
and disgraceful union Yes, Shurfun, disgraceful ' disguise it with 
all thy flattering and sweet words, yet it is disgraced Do you 
dream for a moment that your proud family would receive as your 
husband, as the sharer of your property and wealth, a man unknown 
to them, one who has no family honours, no worldly distinction to 
boast of, and with whom you have picked up a casual acquaintance 
on the road ? I tell you they would not Gro, therefore, I beseech 
you, to your home, and m after years I will send my Azeema to see 
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yon, and aho ahall pray for blo8suig» on the nohlo Tromnn who pro* 
acrrod her hnahand to her 

She *at tflont for eomo time ; bat th« firo wm not qncnchod witlun 
hoT} it bnnt forth with incroued nolcmcc, when I viunly thoaght 
that my temporato words hod qnonchod it for ovtr ^gum she bade 
mo go bnt it was snllcnly and I lofb her 

I hod not boon an honr in my tent when the sUro ogam come to 
mo Bat porhapa, mhib, you aro tirod of my mmntcneea In de»<iril> 
mg all my mtemewa witn tho Ifoghnlnoe P 
No, emd 1, Ameer All j I tnppose yon haro some object m it, 
therefore go on. 

TVell then, retnmed the Tbcg the alaro came to me and I was alone. 

For tho lore of Alla, said she, “ llecr Sahib do something for 
my poor mistress ! Ercr smeo yon loft hor sho has been in a Idnd 
01 stupor and has hardly spokeiL She just now told me to go and 
porohaso a (juanb^ of opinm for her and when I refused, and fell 
at her foot, implortng hor to recall her words, she spoke angrily to 
me, and aaid u I did not go, she would go hcrsolf So I hare pur 
ohaacd it but alas I I know its fata! use and yon alone can ure 
her Oomo qoiokly then, and apeak a land word to bar I hare 
heard all that bos passed, and yoo have behaved like a man of 
honour bat since you cannot puvsode her to forget you andro* 
Lmqmsh her mtentions, at lean for the tnne fall in with hor hnmoar 
and agree to accompany her, on the promiso that she wiH not seek 
to see you oa the r(^ end say that when yon reach her jagheer 
you will have yoar mamage dnfy solemnised. Oh do this for her 
sake I You said you oould lore her as a sister and this would be 
the conduct of a brother 

TVell,'* said 1, since tho matter has come to tlim issue, that her 
life or death is m my hands, I consent } and 1 aroee, and went with 
her 

Oh, with what joy the unhoppy girl received me I Long she hung 
upon my bosom, and blessed mo as her p re fer r e r her 

aUre when she related what she had mul to me, that I had 
agreed to her wiahea. It is to sare ytmr nretnoua life^ I cned, 
“ that I thus expose myself to the sneers and taunts of my &iends 
and your own. Think on the saenfioo I make in loamg them love, and 
yon win behave oauticualy and decently on fliw road we need not 
meet — nay wo must not, tho temptabou woold be too strong for us 
both but I swear by your head and eyee I wDl not leave you, 
you ■> 1*11 travel m our company ** 

The slave had gone out, an3 she drew towards m* Beware,” 
said she, “ how you deceive m£v for I know your secret, and if you 
are uufeithful I will expose it your life is m my IiwtiiIh, and you 
know it 
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“Wlint. seotot ?” cnod I in alnrm “ 'V\nmt- can yon mean ?” 

“ I know tint yon are a Thnc:,” ‘;lio •;aid in a low and dctonnincd 
voice, “my slave lias discoioicd 3011, and a tlionsand oncnmsfcances 
impress tlic belief that yon aio one upon my imnd — 3’onr men, tlio 
way yon encamp, the ccromomcs my skno has seen 3onr men per- 
forming, and the freedom wdli 11111011 3’on go foniaid or return at 
yonr pleasure All tlicso aic conclusive, and I bid yon bciiaie ! for 
nolbing lliat yon can say mil poisnndo mo to tlic contrary, yon 
liavo oven now tbo propeity of those 3011 have killed in yoai camp 
— ^yon cannot deny it, yonr looks coiifinn my iiords ” 

I iniiardly cursed tlic prying cuiiosity of tlio slave, and feared 
slio bad discovered ns tlirongli one of our men v itli whom I bad 
seen licr conversing, and I determined to destioy bini But I bad 
now fairly met my matcb, and tbongb abasbed lor a moment, I re- 
plied to ber 

“ Then, Sbnrfnn, since yon bavo discovered ns, I have no alter- 
native, we must be united — I, to save m^’ life and tlio lives of my men, 
you, to save yonr own It is a feniful tic nlucb binds us, bat it 
cannot be broken,” 

“Itbougbt so,” she said, “fool tint I was not toliavouigod 
tins bofoic ' I might have saved myself the agon}’’ nlncli I have en- 
dured Now go, I will bear of you fiom da}’ to day, and it may bo 
that we shall have an oppoilumty of convoismg unobserved Now 
I am sure of yon, and my mind is at case ” 

I left her, but my tbongliis were m a nbirl , she bad discovered 
ns, and by tlio rnlcs of onr profession I could not conceal it from 
my associates Alla’ Alla! to what voiild the communication I 
must make to them lead ’ Alas, I dreaded to think , yet it must 
be done 

A long time I deliberated witb myself wbotbor I should expose 
tbe tmtb to my associates, and fain would I not bavo done so , but 
tbe peril we were m was so imminent, and tbe lives of my fifty 
brave fellows were so completely at tbo mercy of a woman, that I 
could not overlook tbe strict rules of my profession I knew tbat 
it could only lead to one alternativo, but it vas ber fate, and it could 
not be avoided either by ber or me 

As I expected, tbe fatal mandate went forth among ns My men 
were astomsbed and terrified at tbe information Sbnrfnn possessed, 
and after very brief consultation her fate was detenninod on Sa- 
hib, yon will think tbe worse of me foi this, but what could be done ^ 
We could not leave ber, she would have alarmed tbe villagers, and 
they would have pursued ns True, they could bavo done but bttle 
against ns there, but they would have dogged ns through the 
jungles, and at last have watched tbeir opportunity and seized ns 
Our next care was to endeavour to find out tbe person from whom 



COITFESSIONS OF A THUG 




bIio brid gtmod tho information, and I montionod tho namo of Hm 
with whom I had locn the elavo conroTSinff Sahih, os I did it, hu 
Cico boro tho ondmico of coMmona gidit. Ho waa n jTjnng man bnt 
httlo known to any of na, and Troa ono of tho Inghaoca Ho had 
aooompaniod Peer Khan in hla last expedition and had behared 
well, ao wall as to indneo him to allow hia accompanying ns bnt by 
this act ho hod forfoilcd orcrything and it was bnt too plain that 
ho had boon aodneod by thowifoa of that intngning and artful slave. 

Obeemng hia oltorod looks, I at onco oocojcd him of treachery j 
and toy acensatkm was ro-cehood by tho voices of tho band. 

« He mnst dio I " cned ono ona oU “wo could never carry on 
our work with the knowledgo that there was ono treocherons person 
with na and it u tho nua of onr order too Who over spored a 
traitor P 

IGserflblo wretch,” said I to him, why host them done this P 
Why hast thoa beca unfalthfol to thine oath and the salt thon hast 
eaten P Didst thon not know the jional^P Hast thon not heard 
of hundreds of instonocs of treachery and was over ono pordemed P 
Unhappy man I thou sayest nothing for thyself^ and tlw sentenoo 
most M passed upon thee Shame that tho wilos of a wretched 
slave should to far have led iheo fhom thy dn^ and exposed nt all 
to perill” 

“ Jemadar card he nstng ** I have nnnod, and my hour is come 
I ask. not for meroy for 1 know too well that it cannot be shown 
me let me die by tho hands of my own people and I cm content 
and if my fate be a warning to them, 1 am saJdafied. 1 was pure in 
my honour till I met that slave she told mo that yon were to 
ma rr y her mistress, and that yon had told her who yon were. I 
tbooght it true and I ooaveraed with her on the seoreta of our 
band I boasted to her of the deeds we had done, and she consented 
to bo mine whenever we oonld meet with a fitting opportunity 
Fool that I was, I was deceived yet I offer this as no palmtion for 
my oflenoo. Let therefore (Joordnt kin mg j a sure hunitj and 

he wiD not fail m hii duty 

Goordut, the chief of our lughaees, stepped forward. Forgive 
me your death, said he to fated wwteh I have no enmity 
against yon, but this is my duty and I must do it.” 

“ I forgive you,” ho replied. “Let your be firm I shflTI 

offer no resistance, nor stnimloi let my death parn be abort.” 

Goordut looked to me to the — l nye it, and m another 

instant his viotim hod expiated his enme by death he suffered 
passively and Goordut s hand never trembled. Tho body was 
taken from among ns and mtocred and honoeforwapd we no 
troeche^ among ns, nor did I ever meet with another mstance nve 
one, and that was succaaifal you ■h*11 hear of it hereafter 
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There hut remained to allot to the different members of the band 
their separate places in the ensning catastrophe , and this done, I 
felt that I had acted as a good Thng, and that a misplaced pitj had 
not inflnenced me dnrmg the transactions of the day 

Strange -was it sahib, that Shnrfon, kno'Wing who we were, should 
not, when she had discoveied it, at once hare fled from ns ' How 
she, a woman unused to and unacquainted with deeds of blood, 
could have home to look on, nay, more, to have caressed and loved 
one a murderer by profession, whose hand was raised agamst the 
whole human race, is more than I have ever been able to under- 
stand I can only say it was her fate. She might, she ought to 
have avoided me , in every principle of human conduct her love for 
me was wicked and without shame, and a virtuous woman would 
have died before she had ever allowed it to possess her bosom She 
mig ht have cast me off when she said she would, and when her re- 
solution was made to see me no more , but her blmd passion led her 
on mto the net fate had spread for ber, and she was as unable to 
avoid it, as you or I shall be to die, sahib, when our hour comes 

We started in company with her the next morning I was de- 
termined I would take no active part m her death, for I could not 
bear the thotight of hftmg my hand against one whose caresses I 
had allowed, and whose kisses were, I may say, still warm upon my 
hps Motee and Peer Khan were allotted to her, and one of her at- 
tendants was my share But hers was a large party , she had eight 
bearers, four sepoys as her guards, and her slave rode on a pony, 
which was led by another servant In all therefore they were fifteen 
individuals, and to make sure, thirty-five of my best men were to fall 
on them whenever we should meet a fittmg place I knew one, a 
wild spot it was, where the 3ungle was almost a forest, and where 
for miles on either side there was no human habitation , and I in- 
tended, for greater security, to lead the party by a path which I had 
discovered on our way down, and which led mto the thickest part of 
the jungle, where I knew our deadly work would be sure of no m- 
terruption 

We reached the spot where the road diverged, which I mtended 
to take, and after much opposition on the part of her bearers, I 
succeeded m persuadmg them to follow me, by teUmg them, both 
that the road was a short one, and that there was a stream of water 
which crossed it, whereas on the mam track there was none 

We gained the small nvulet, and I dismounted, my band sur- 
rounded their unsuspecting victims, and eagerly awaited the signal , 
but I wished to spare Shurfunthe sight of the dead which she would 
be exposed to were she not the first to fall I went to her palankeen, 
and asked her to get out and partake of some refreshment I had 
brought with me , she objected at first, as she would have to expose 
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horaolf to tbo pnsli groo of mj men { Imt I told her I hid pnt np a 
clotb against a tree, tlmt it ttm bnt ft fo^v stops off nnd that Touod 
aa §bo Tnw, no ono would *co her ** Tour alaro is thoro olroodj " 
Bftid I } “ BO come, aho ii preparing oar meal, tbo first tto hare over 
eaten togotlior 

She stopped out cantionalj olosolj mnfilod m & ahoct, so that 
she saw not those who ircro -mth mo, the palankeen too concealed 
her person, and as nho arose from her sitting posture, the roomal of 
llotco was around Lor and aho died mstantly Peer Khan hold her 
TmTidu, and the moment her breath was gone, he pat the body mto 
the palankeen and sbot tho door 

“Now thns much is done sold ho, “wo must finish tho rcat, and 
that qnickly they aro oil off" their guard, and washing nnd drink 
ing in the stream tho men am at their posts. Bumilla ! giro the 
jiinws/'’ 

I sought my plnco and gave it. My own share was qmclcly done, 
and tho rest too but ono or two worn nnsWlfnl, and tno shrieks of 
tbo onfortunato but too goil^ ilaro, among tho rest, smoto on my 
cor and onused a pong to sboot to my heart at the thought that they 
had all died for the wretobed capnoe of a wicked woman. I oonld 
not bear to look at Sburfoo — tho sight of her bcantifal featnres 
would hare orerpowored me. I a&w the lughceea bear her away 
bat I followed not Her palankeen was brDkwn into pieces and 
boned with her 

YT'rotoh I oned L Ah, Amcor Ab, hadit thon no pity no remorse, 
for one so ytning and so lorelr P 

I might hare folt it tuhfh, out the bite of hhn -who had died the 
day before -was too fresh m my mind to allow me to show it that 
might bare been mine had I done so. Beaidea, ran you deny that 
it was her fata P and, abore all, had 1 not ewfwn the goor of the 
Tnpounee P 


OHAPTEB X X X i 

BHOWIsa BOW ABWIB ILI FOiTED A DEEP (UBl FOR A LiROB BTAEE, 
ABO WOB IT 

Ajter all had been completed, we travBllBd on until we reached s 
BJid wretched Tillage some ones &om the aoene of our late ad 
renture, where, after the customary menfioe of goor the oonsidar 
able booty wb had gained waa p^noed ond mst^uted. There 
soon arose a discussion aa to our rature prooeedmga. Some adnsed 
that -we ahcrald return and go on to Nagpoor many mdeed -were 
for this, and I also inolmea to it. But Peer TThan gave better 
counsel, ttymg that ly our thus going bookwards forwards on 
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tlie same road, we slioald certainly be snspected and perhaps 
attacted , and that to expose ourselves to this, was not to be put in 
compaiison with any chance of booty Ho advised that we should 
mate the best of our way tovards Ellichpooi, avoiding that town, 
and keeping near the lulls, until we got out of the jurisdiction of 
Salabat Khan, who, if he heard of ns, would assuiedly suspect us of 
the death of the nuwab, Subzco Khan, who had been his guest, and 
whose fate was generally known over the country, and attiibuted 
with justice to Thugs After some further deliberation, we all 
agreed to Ins plan , and the next day, leaving the high road, we 
struck into a jungle track and pursued it, and I was heartily glad, 
after some days of weary tiavel, when, anaving at the pass near the 
deserted temples of ilookhtagherry, we saw the wide valley of 
Berar stretched out before us, covered with the still green and 
luxurious crops of jowaree and cotton 

For some days previous I had had shiverings and pains all over 
my body, and my mind was restless and ill at ease In spite of my 
efforts to throw them off, horrible dreams haunted me at night, and 
the figure of Shurfun constantly presented itself to my fancy — now 
in the fulness of her beauty, and now changed and distoi-ted as she 
must have been in death , while at one time she was pouring out 
her tale of love to me, and at another upbraidmg me with her fate 
I had mentioned this to my cumpamons, and many were the cere- 
momes which they peiformed over me to drive away the evil spnat 
which Motee declared had possessed me But they were of no 
avail, and on the morning we reached the top of the pass I was so 
ill that I was obhged to be supported on my horse 

What was to be done ^ To go into Bllichpoor was to run into 
the tiger’s mouth, and all seemed to be at a loss whither to proceed. 

However, on cleanug the mouth of the glen through which the 
road ran, some of the men discerned a large village a very short 
way off, and came back with the welcome mtelhgence I was sit- 
tmg, or rather lying, at a miserable Goand hamlet on the road , and 
when I heard their news I remembered the village they spoke oi^ 
which I had passed the morning we left Ellichpoor with Subzee 
Khan, though I had forgotten its name Thither, therefore, I 
begged they would carry me , and placmg me upon my good horse, 
I was soon there, and made as comfortable as circumstances would 
admit of in the empty shop of a bunnea But the fever raged 
withm me , my whole fiame was first convulsed with violent shiver- 
mgs, which were succeeded by intense burnings 1 remember no 
more of that day, nor indeed of many days after, for I lay insen- 
sible, and my spirit hovered between hte and death 
The first words I recollect after that terrible time were from my 
faithful attendant 
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' Shookr Lhodal ho exclaimed *at lant ho lun opened hu 
ojea I and ho ran and cnllod Pbor Khan and otbora to me. 

TVharo am IP I folntlj oakod, for m tho Tiolcmoo of tho fever 
1 hadforpotton oTorTthing 

“ Shookr khoda 1 ' ogam oxclnimod all *‘ho Bpeaka at last 1” 

I Ofjnin repeated my qnoetion, and it irns answered by Poor Khan. 

"Why do yon not romomborP said ho hero yon arc m tho 
good nilago of Stumsganm. withm three ooss of Kllichpoor and 
now that yon hare ipokon alt will bo right, yon will aoon recover 
but we have been sadly annons abont yon, for a worthy Moosnl 
man, who is a hnkeom, said only yoatorday that yon wonld die, and 
bade ns prepare for yonr bunoL He was wrone howeror and, 
Inshalla 1 yon will toon see yoarsolf at tho head of yonr brave 
fellowi ogam. 

Aim Khan, I fear not, said I *^far I am weak and holplets, and 
yonr staying with me here only dolaya yon to httlo purpose leave 
mo to my fato, and if it is tho will of Alla that I sho^d recover I 
will rojom yon at our home. I feel that I should bo only a nselesa 
clog on yonr morementa { for if I even get over this fbver I 
Bcorooly be able to sit on mr horse for many a day to come ” 
“Forsake yon. Moor Sahib! noverl exclaimed all who were 
fitting ronnd me. “ 'Who will bury yon if yon die P or who will 
tend yon if yon rooover P "Wliat woro ere these P Are yon not 
onr brother and more, onr leader P and what wonld bcoome of na if 
we left yon P” 

Well, my friends, aaid I, deeply affected by their kmdnesa, 
smeo yon prefer the bedside of a aicx man to ronming m the wide 
and open oonntry even be it so o few days will end yonr suspense, 
and either yon will hare to bury me here or if it bo the pleasure of 
Alla, I shall once more lead yon to new enterpnseo. 

But yon must bo efleut, ^ swd Peer "Khan, “ for the hnkeem said 
so and told ns if ^on roused at all to send hun word, as he haA pre- 
pared some medicme for yon whidi he would administer and hoped 
it wonld hasten yonr rooovary I will go and tall him the good 
news. 

In a short tune the khan returned, aooomponied by an old and 
venerable person who, after feeling my head and body turned to the 
khan and deolarod that my state was aatisfaotory “ But, ha, 
as the fever pnxseeded from oold, which is s till m his stomach, we 
must give him the medicme I apolm o£ I have prepared it, and, 
being compounded of heafang drugs, it will soon erpelthB oold, m 
dnoe perapimtion, and, Inshalla 1 to-morrow he Wl bo a different 
beiM though he will be weak for some trmw to come. 

The draught was prepared, and thongh nauseous m the extreme, 

I swallowed it, and by his dmeotious oovered myself with quilts and 
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liorse-clotlis I ■was quicTcly in a profuse perspiration ; and wlien 
tlie linkeem, ttIio sat by my side all the time, tbongbt I bad been 
long enough nnder this tieatment, be withdrew the coveiings one by 
one, atid takmg my wet clothes from mo I soon fell mto a sound and 
refreshmg sleep, fiom which I did not awake till the next morning’s 
sun was shining on my eyelids 

I felt BO much refreshed when I awoke that I arose, but my head 
swam round and 1 fell I did not essay to repeat the exoi tion ; but 
I was well I felt that I had thrown off the disease, and I was 
thankful Soon I had an inclination to eat, and after a slight meal 
of kicheree I "was mdeed a different being 
Two days more restored me to con-palescence, and I heartily -wished 
to be agam on the road towards home , but travellmg on horseback 
was out of the question, as I could only walk a lew steps with 
assistance , so, as Peer Khan voluntered his services, I despatched 
liim to EUichpoor to endeavour to hire a palankeen or dooly with 
bearers to carry me a few stages, or as long as I should find them 
necessary 

He returned with them, and the next day, havmg remunerated 
the good hukeem, I gladly set out once agam m company with my 
gallant fellows 

We took the best road to Boorhanpoor, that through the valley of 
Berar, and close to the hills , and when we reached the old town of 
Julgaum, I felt myself so strong that I dismissed the palankeen and 
once more mounted my gird horse 

A joyful and inspiriting thing it is, sahib, to mount one’s horse 
after a long and painful illness, and to feel once more the bounds of 
the generous animal under you, as though he, too, rejoiced at his 
master’s recovery He was, like myself, m high spirits, and I never 
enjoyed a nde so much as I did on that morning , the cool breeze 
fanned my thm cheeks as I rode along, now humourmg my horse 
by allowing him to bound and caracole as he pleased, now exercising 
him on the plam, and again rejoimng my band as they walked 
merrily along, apparently under the influence of the same joy as 
myself, and rejoicing to see me once more at their head 

We met with no adventure tdl we reached Boorhanpoor, where 
we arrived on the tenth day after leaving the village at which I 
had been so near dying mdeed we sought none We found good 
quarters m one of the old seiais m the to-wn, and I was determmed 
to stay there until we met -with something to lead us on Accord- 
mgly, men were daily sent into the different bazars, but seven 
days passed m idleness, and I began seriously to thmk that the 
death of Shurfnn, which, though au mevitable deed, was against my 
faithful promises, had caused me to forfeit the protection of our 
patroness , m other words, I feared my good fortune had deserted 

s 
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mo, and for once I propoeod a gmnd Bacnfico to IWrco, and that 
omani should bo consulted, m order to afford ua iomo clno to our 
future proceedings. 

It was dono, andtho ommu wore good — Propibonito a degree!” 
aaid Moteo who was our conduotor m those matters *we shall 
haro good bonij soon, or thoeo would norer hare been vonohsafod to 
us 

Bat another dar passed, and still the lothaecs reported nothing 

Tho day after howovor about noon, Uotco came to mo. 

You may know stud ho, that this place, from its wealth, is 
frequented by roturreas, or trounqu-camors, who bring money 
from Bombay and take it into ilalwa to purchiue opium.” 

I do said I ^ what of that ? I hoard as much from my 
father who bade mo rotam this way in tho hopo of picking up some 
of them. 

** Then, oaid ho, I wish you to come with me, you and Peer 
TThrm you hftTO both ihorp <wes, and I am much mistaken if I 
hare not discorered eight of them. I havo lolled others of then* 
tribe before now and I think I am not wrong when 1 oay that these 
are oome also 

“ Good," I rephai, I will oomo " and aooompnmed by Peer 
TThfm aad Moteo we set forth to examine the men wham the latter 
had spoken of. 

In an empty shop we found them. 'Wary as tbese people axe, it 
was highly necsessary that we should not exate tbeir suspicion so 
we humedly passed them, oonoeolmg ourfaoesinourhandkorchiefi 
yet from the casual glonoe I threw at them I was certain, from their 
sturdy forms and the one camel they hail with them us wbE as from 
a land of restlea and snspimoiu bearing that they were the men 
we were m search of. was just the season too they woald 

be bcanng treasure to make adranoee to the poppy onlbrntors m 
Mol wo, as the seed of the plant would not be sown for another month 
at least 

I was sataefled yet how to insure their company I knew not, ^nd 
many schemes passed through my mind before I ooold detamune on 
anything At length I formed one, as I sat with my companions on 
a flight of steps lining down to the nver and whifiier we often re- 
sorted to enjoy the freii hreasea and pure air fixnn tho nohle nver 
which flowed beneath no. 

** I hare been thinking said I, wbat we are to do to secure 
theee fellows you know they are prorerbially wary 

Both nodded assent 

" WoH, I continued, “ what ihmk you of the foDowing scheme ? 
You and I, Peer Khan, will pretend to bo traToUeri we will go 
now to our semi, throw dust and mud over our horsee and dir^ 
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our clotlies, find tukmg <\to men and a pony licavily laden •witli ns, 
nvc will go round tlio cit}', enter by tlic gate under the old palace, 
and pretending to bo neaiy, lialfc close to them, no shall easily bo 
able to noim ourselves into tbcir confidence, and will then accom- 
pany tbcm Ton, ^Motce, I n ill leave in charge of tho baud, and 
send you word what road we arc to take You must be guided 
by circumstances, and contrive to lot the men overtake me by 
twos and threes, sonic must go on before, so that we may come 
up to them, and in this manner, though tho band will bo scattered, 
yet, Inshalla * in a few marches wo shall mnstcr strong enough to 
do the work Wo can keep up a communication with cacli other, 
so that, when the business is done we can asscniblc, and then hurry 
forward to our home But on no account must you be moio than a 
stage behind us , and you must contiivc to reach our halting-place 
a short tunc after we have left it Now say, my friends, will this 
plan do? or can you advise any other more practicable? if so, 
speak ?” 

“ It IS evcollcnt,” cned both, “ and had wisdom for its father No 
time ought to be lost ” 

We returned to our serai, and towards tho afternoon two as 
travel-staincd and weary travellers m appearance ns ever came off a 
long and fatiguing march were seen to enter the south gate of 
Boorhanpoor and traverse the bazars m seaich of shelter These 
were myself and Peer Elian, attended by my good lad J nnglee and 
two other Thugs Wo passed and rc-passed the shed, which was a 
large one, in which tho rokurreas weic , and feigning to have been 
demed room everywhere that wo had applied, I at last rode up to 
them, and addressed myself to tho most respectable among them, 
a fine tall fellow, with huge whiskers and moustachios 

“Taro ' ” said I, “ you seem to be travellers as well as ourselves, 
and, for the love of Alia, allow us a little room to spread our car- 
pets Here you have seen us pas^ backwaids and foiw'aids for 
many times, and yet there is not a soul who will say to us, Dismount 
and refresh youi selves Nay, we have been refused admittance mto 
many empty places May their owners’ sisters be defiled ’ ” 

“ Go to tho serai,” said the man , “ there is room there, and you 
wiU be comfortable ” 

“ Indeed,” said I, “we have tned it already, and it is full , some 
forty or fifty fellows were m it, who bade us begone in no measured 
terms , and m truth we hked not their appearance, having some 
valuables about us They looked very like thieves or dacoos — did 
Jhey not, brother ?” said I turning to Peer Elhan 

“Ah, mdeed,” said he, “who knows, if we had put up among 
them, whether we should not have had our throats cut P It was 
the mercy of Alla,” contmued he, looking up devoutly, “that the 
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placo WB foil, or fTtauT na wo are wo plicmld horo boon right 
glad to hoTO nitod oaisolroa anjwhons, for mdood I can Imrdly sit 
on mr horsa 

” ion too,” said I, “ tow wo aro ntnatoi Hindooi thongt yon 
bo, yon will not rcfniw ns, Tbo ovoning is drawing m, and wo tsvo 
nddon all day; a slight zncal is all that wo can nopo to got, and 
flif^ sleep will bo wcleomo. 

“ Well," said tho follow, it will bo nnaril to tarn yon away so 
slight ; and," cried ho to ono of his companions, do yon, Dooijon, 
and totoo othora moro tho oimol s saddles and those tags nearer 
tlim way and there will bo room for those Bhnla Admoes.” 

As they wero bemg mored I heard tho money chink. 

Wo diinonnted, and m a short time cmr horses we r e rubbed down, 
and a meal proparod for wo bad fasted that day on purpose. When 
we hod eaten 1^ behold as seeiod in oonTorsation with the roknrroast 
and baring already powesaed oarselrcs of their intended route we 
agreed to accompany them for mutual accunta and in short wero 
on as good terms with them as if wo had trarcUed hitherto together 
Our appearance, our good horses and orms tasnred tlxem that wo 
wore Bcudiars, for 1 h^ told them wo were m the eemce of Holkar 
retarmng from Poonah, wbero we bad been on a mission to ibe 
peshwn, and boanng with ns not only despatobes, hut some boondees 
of large amount. Li pro o f of this 1 palled forth a bundle of papers 
from my inner rest, and tonohing my bead and eyes with them, 
praised tho motudcance of Biyoe and ecdolled the friendly 
terms he was on with Holkar 

This was my master-stroke \ the idea bad occurred to me when I 
was at the serai, end I had hostOy collected a bundle of wastajispers 
and Boconnts, made them up into a packet, directed it to HoUcar 
and sealed it with my own seal, whion was as large as that of any 
pnnoe in the country By ADal sahib, tberb^ered mo to bo 
what I represented, as surely as that they bad beads on their 
shoulders, forthwith began (mestioDing me on the potsibihty of 
the peehwa and Holkar muting to orarthrow tie Fennghees but I 
was mystenously close m my replies, just hintmg thst it was pos- 
sible, and taming off the converribcm to the marts of favour whidi 
had been shown me Iw Bajee Hso, about which I told enough lies 
to have dhokod mysalf and I pointed to my own noble horse as 
one of the peshwas gifts. They all declared that he was wortiy of 
the grrer and of the poasenor and, after agreeing on our stage for 
the morrow winch was dutanti eight nnMi, they went to sleep with 
the exception of two^ who sat guarding the treasure with drawn 
swords, snd all beliering that t^y wore in company with an un 
known great personsge. 

Before I lay down to rest I despatched Junglee with the infonria 


or a titcg 2ni 

lion {<1 ^roiof* I ‘=1’ 'kc (o Inm opi'uly in Kimn'^co, nnd lio sot oft 
on III*: ornnd 

“Tin! n quoor hngin'40,” muI (lio jcniudnr of tlic rokuirons, 
“ ^^lnt ii? i( ' ” 

"’Tis Toloni^oo.” «;nd T rin'lo'j'-lv “I picked Iho Ind np nt 
Ilvk^'ralnl iv\o vi nr-^ n'^o for n *-iivdI sum, and lie is my slino, lie 
nndoi'!ands our Hindi c. Ind doi'-^ md •^pi 'il: if ’’ 

I\'rli’’p'5 if ^^as nn\.i=e (*> Imc dont' if, buf I •^pnko in careless 
a manner lliaf (li^'v onacludt'd I li id i'mu him out on umie casual 
criand Indc d, I t'dd him fo hin si>mc fohicio and ji'in on Ins 
way hack and ns the ‘■oral w i^- imf fir fi<»m whiMc we v ore, the 
tune occupu'd m Ins goin^ (o it would not e\ecul that of .111 ouh- 
narv cii ind 

Ife ntnrnod v ifli the p*n and fohareo, and fold mo (hey were 
ready hut (lid (he mafonia W4mld riiuain (he neat da\, and (hat 
Foven of (he h undt r (loo-dnf, wni' (hen ahont I0 dop iH , (he 
lest Icaviii" one of (hca*' immh'r ns a stonl in (ho Milage wo wero 
(n halt n(, would jm^h on as fir is tho\ i (mid he \ond 

I was ‘•ati-.iud. and o pure did I (i ol of (ho success of (his nd- 
venlnre (h'd 1 woild hue iMi_'i’ed all I pos'-c'-'-i d (hit I killed the 
rokuneas m tln<( dais \V<> ptnt-d (ho ne’:t moining, and for 
(wo di\s siv, none of onr mi n , Iiowmor JVei Khan augured well 
fioni if, saimg the folho.s i.i re up (o (hen work, and would appear 
in "ond (niic, .uni (h if il (liti came too soon our comj) inioiis would 
( dee (ho nl irm a’nl he ofi 

On the fouith d ly one of our companions nppi’ared , we 01 ci took 
Inm on the road, and ns I 1 igiri'd purposely m the rcai, I learned 
from him (hat Gonrdut and his remnnmg men wcie in adianco of 
us one march, and (hat some i.ould join ns (hat day and the rest 
the next 

This was as it Rhonld be Four men loincd us at the villngo ivo 
encamped at, and as wo were now’ nine (o oighl, I began to think 
on the piohabildy of putting them to death by auolcnco — I mean, 
attacking them with our swords on any opportunit}* which might 
olTor Blit it was dangerous, ns they were individually stouter men. 
than we were, good hands at their weapons, and ns watchful ns cats 

The second day Goordnt and his party joined us, bat it was ns 
much, as I could do to peisuado the rokuiTcas to allow them to 
travel m our company They declared it wms directly against their 
rules, that we must bo aware of tins, and that, if it w as known by 
their employers that they oven admitted one traveller into their 
society on the road, they would lose their reputation and moans of 
subsistence 

“ But you,” continued the jemadar, whose name was Bheem 
Singh, “ you are respectable persons, who, for the honour of tho 
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gOTormnont you wrro Trorild tmiH Ui ngnJnrt tbrovon or robbors 
and TTO trovol in your company tbrongb tbcw tomtonc* of Sindu 
as lafoly ai tbongb wo bad a naaftlft of cavalry to gnard n^ How 
over for onr sake*, lot not tbo taka of wayfaroTB make any unprea 
tion on yonr mmd; dopond on a rokurroai oxponcncc, tboy are 
not to bo tmitcdj and omn when by yonrself always avoid o.%- 
■ooiating with any onoi no good can como of it, and mneU barm 
ensue. 

I promiacd to take bia adnoo, and as I saw oloerly that they 
wonld not admit any moro of oar bond into thoir company and tb^t 
a qnarrel and separation from tbom would inovitably bo tbo con 
aoqnenco if I porsistod in forcing any more npon them, I dotormmed 
to finub the matter os I boat coold with the twelve men I bod 
Jnnglee was worth bnt little, at least I oonntod not npon him, as 
be was a mcro ttnpbngj but tbo rest wore the very best of my 
bond, all notod bhnttot^ and fellowi who bnd good swords, and 
knew right well bow to nso them. 

In the day tborofore, wo hod a consnlLabon ( we mot in a field 
of jowarce, which ooooealod ns, and thero wo discnjjcd the ofTair 
Peer Khan proposed to send one of tho men bock for Motoe and tbo 
rest, to toll tb^ to pass na in tbo mgbt witbcmt stooping and to 
allow ns to orertako them early in the morning and as soon as 
tbo two parties were mingled together m passing eaob other that 
1 should grre the puna*. 

Tbo pl^ was very foosibla, and the adnoe was good, as it placed 
the issue beyond a dembt I molmed to it myself. Still ibero was 
no bononr to be gainod by It it would be lai^ odds against a few 
and this I did not like, os I bad a oboioe in matter At last I 
said, after mnaing some tune, and listening to Peer Khan as be 
duenssed tho measnre, “Ifo, no Peer Khan we ore all of ns 
yonng and fame is dear to ns. If we kill these people in the old 
way and the booty is large, we shall no donbt get prone bnt 
thmk, man, on the bononr to be gamed, the good name I If we 
nit ottrselves against these fellows, and are viotonoos, will not 
ereiy Thng m the T*nd err Rh&htmh 1 and 'Wab, Wab 1 and is not 
this worth an effort P I tall yon a good name is better nobes 
and if it a onr tune to die, we oumot avoid it by oalliiig up llotee 
and hia people. Tboy ore, after all, only the refuse i and are wo not 
the picked men of the band, and those on whom the matter wonld 
fim, even were the whole now present P Say therefore, will ye 
nsk your lives against these fallowa, and fall on tbrnn to-morrow 
monung ? 

Sahib they did not hesitate one all pledged tbsmsolres to 
follow me, and die with me should it be tbair fate. 

“ Then see yonr swords are loose m them scabbards, said I, 
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“nntl lo( ncli of \nii ])’nni di'^imrc of liis 

cMicmy on In'- lift h’lntl I'ttr Klnu nntl in\‘vo]t mo monutod, nnd 
wo c'lnnoi 1 ul 1 iool n'-^-ui'id (hit Ihoro will bo no dmigor, nnd 
tint wo ‘'bull viicoci tl " 

"Wo di‘>j)r‘r‘-o<l, mul ro^nnod onr n^'^ocnlo'' Tlin evening was 
ppont in '5ini:int: and }>1u\inir on tbo >'d‘'r, on wlnob two of I ho lo- 
kurrx'ua and c,iino of m\ nu n w< n' idojitu und wo lofnod lo rcs|, nt 
a lute hour, fully pn'piud to do onr woik well nnd bruol} on ilio 
inoi row 

And tbo morrow nmo. and tbo ann ro'^o in aplondonr, we “^ct 
out Foon aftorwuriK for tbo robninua would not tm\ol before it 
Ind n'^cn.for fear of ‘,tn']n i‘-o from tlmio-' oi dacoos, who generally 
fill on iraiollor-J in tbo d irk 

Sonuwbat lo iny inoriinoation, two of tbo roknrma monnlod 
tbo camel tbo^ bud with tboin, ruing tbeir fiot wore ci.aokod and 
MHO and (ber could not wall: U his diMonrcilod me foi n nioimnt, 
for ] ibongbt tluy bad rii’-ju nod iis, nnd ] Knew that most, if not 
all tno trounu was I uu n upon if Ibit T ufliited no sin prise, and 
was dctonnincd, if tiu} sbowid tbe least s\niploins of flight, to 
wound the mmol and tin rein pnwont its gi Iting nwny from ns by 
tbo groat speed I kmw. it po«".f s^ed, fot tboj bad put itto Us utmost 
tbo day boioro, to show mo tb U if could onfstn)) n borso 

We tnrcllal along until mid-div, nnd tbe fatigue nnd boat mndo 
ns glad to dismount at n stream wbicb ciosscdtbc lond I tbongbt 
it would be n good ojipoi (unity lo fall on tbcin, but I was disap- 
pointed tlicv nil kojit togolbor, nnd I was then Fatisficd tlmttbcy 
half Biispcclod onr intentions , but 1 could not delay ilio ntinoklong, 
and was detormnud lo make it under nny circninstanccs, for tlio 
rapid i-alc at winch tbo rfiknucab ira\cllcd was c'diaubting my 
men, who had much ado lo keep up with them 

By the merest good luck, about a co«s after wo left tlio nulla, 
we entered on a rough and stony track, winch dimimslicd the speed 
of tbe camel, whose ieet were hurt by tbo stones, nnd be picked Ins 
way cautiously, ibongb I saw tbe men on bis back used cvoiy exer- 
tion to urge bim on Tins slowness enabled my men to take their 
places, and we continued to proceed a short distance, but ready at 
any moment for tbe onset 1 washed to get as near tbo camel ns X 
could, m order to prevent its escape, but tbo road became w'Oisc, 
our pace still slower, nnd I wms satisfied it could not bo urged 
quicker We were at tins time all m a group, and I saw tbat tbo 
time bad come How my bcart beat* nob watli feai, saliib, but 
watb excitement — excitement like tliat of a gambler wbo bns risked 
Ins all on a stake, and wbo, witli clenched bands, set teeth, and half- 
drawn breath, watches tbo turn of tb.o courios, wbicli is either to 
mm Imn or better bis foitnnes 
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P«jr THifiTi throw o glanco towards mo : ooo of tho rotarrecj 
was trndgiDg along nfc lua horso fl alionldorB, onothctr waa ot the same 
plaoo nenr mino ; and tho follow* on tho camel, witli thoir bocka 
tnrnod townrda na, wore singing morrilf ono of tho wild laji of tho 
nypoots, in which from timo to time thoj wore jeonod in choma 
bj thooo on foot, and hy aomo of mj mon who know tho worda- 
Jarmloe waa oloso behind tho camol leading my pony and tho other* 
in tfo roar bat all m thoir plaoc*. I cast but ono look behind to 
*ee that thoy were * 0 , ona being aalufled 1 gave tho jhtTnee — 

Jnnghai, pin lao I I cnod with a load voico, 

Tho aworda of my party flashed brightly from thoir scabbards, 
and in on instant wore btuiod dooply m the bodies of thoir Tiotuna 
and crimsoned with goro Aa for mriolf I tmd cloron tho aonll of 
tho follow beneath me, and my awonJ atioking m tho wound escaped 
from my hand os ho foil I throw myiolf from my horao to rocorer 
it, and only then saw tho camel proatmto on the gronnd, mooning 
torriblyj ^o men npon it had fallen with it, but both had guinea 
thoir leg* 1 one had thrown himaolf upon Jnngleo, and the poor lad 
waged an nneqaal combat with him the other mabed on me with 
hi* fword upUltoi Soiub, I thoaght my end wxu come but I had 
tune to diacngoge my shield from my baok, and held it boforo me 
in defmoe, wndo I tagged m Tory desperation at my weapon- 

Pnuao bo to *11^ 1 it yielded to my great exertion, and we were 
on equal torms. I have before told yon of my ikiH os a swordsman, 
bat 1 bad met my match m the ro ku rr t a he, thongh all hia men 
were lying around turn eare one, — who hsTing aorely wounded my 
poor attendant, wna now cloeoly pres»od by Peer Khan and another 
was as cool and wary os myself We foaght well, and for a long 
tune the contest was equal we were both oat of breath, mtiiI our 
Bhielda hooked with the repeated blow* we had each ennght on 
them. At lost, as my fcNot shpped on a atono, be made a atroke at my 
head the blow was weak hi* axhanated state, or it would 

hare ended mo i it cut through my turhon, and slightly wounded 
my heod- 

I did not &11, thoimh I wo* somewhat stunned by the itroke ho 
might hare taken adrautage of the moment, yet he neglected it. 
M^dened by the thoaght of defeat, I ruahed on bim, and by the 
nolenoe of my attack forced him hooWard. At last, he too slipped 
as he retreatt^ and loat hi* balance he raised hi* ai T urd wildly m 
the air to recover himself, but I did not loae my opportunity a* he 
had done mr blow descended with its fall force, moroajed by a 
sudden leap 1 made towards hnn, and he fell to the earth oloren 
through the neck and shoulder — he was deod almost ere he foD 
A moment I gased on the feature* of tho brave rajpoot, and then 
sought my poor lad, from whom the Lfo-blood was fast ebbing 
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away , las wound was also m the neck, and the blood mshing infco 
hiB tlmoat was choking him 

I tried to stannch it with my waistband, but ineffectually, it 
reheved him for a moment, and he asked for water A leathern bag 
contaming some had been tied to the camel by one of the men, and 
I put the month of it to his bps, he drank a httle, and sat up, 
supported by Goordut 

“ I am killed,” said he, “ Jemadar, I die — my own blood chokes 
me — cannot recover Do not leave my body to be eaten by the 
beasts, but bury it That fellow,” continued he after a short m- 
terval, and pomting to one of the dead, “ that fellow's sword killed 
me I cut the hind smews of the camel’s leg, and it fell , I thought 
they would both be stunned, but he got up and attacked me, and I 
was no match for bmi All the rest of you were engaged, or you 
would have helped me. But it was my fate to die, and I felt it 
yesterday, the bitterness of death then passed over me, but now I 
am content — the pam will soon be over ” 

Here he sunk insensible, and we stood around him weepmg, for 
he was an affectionate lad, and we all loved him as a brother But 
he recovered agam sbghtly, though the rattle was in his throat, and 
the blood hardly allowed him to speak 

“My mother'” he said famtly, “jemadar, my mother* You 
know her, and my httle sister They wdl starve now , — but you 
will protect them for poor Junglee’s s^e ?” And he stiove to bend 
his head on my han^ as though to supphcate my assistance for 
them 

“ Bear not,” said I, “ they shall be well cared for, and while 
Ameer Ah lives they shall !^ow no want ” But I could hardly 
speak for weeping, for I knew the old woman, and many were the 
prayers she made for his safe return as she confided him to my 
care Alas ' how should we be able to tell her his fate P 

The poor boy was satisfied with my words , he would fain have 
rephed to them, and his lips moved , but a torrent of blood checked 
hiB utterance, and raismg his dull and glazed eyes to mme, he bowed 
his head on my hand, and died m the effort “ How,” said I to the 
assembled Thugs, “ I here swear to one thing, and ye are none of 
mme unless ye agree to it I swear that whatever share would 
have come to this poor lad, it shall be doubled for his mother, as 
yet we know not what it is , but whatever it be, it shall be doubled ” 
“ We agree,” cned all , “nay, every man of us will add to it what 
he can Had Junglee not hamstrung the camel, which none of us 
thought of doing, it might, nay, would, have escaped for we saw 
its speed yesterday, and the two goodrajpoots who were on it would 
have carried it off ” 

“Ye are my own brothers for this good promise,” I said, “and 
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BOW Boroo of you dff a gruTo for ilio poor lad, "Wo mtut unload 
tliflt bcuBt and atnp tbo bodies. For mysol^ I wn m eome pain 
and will wash my head and tie up tho out j so set about your wurk 
qoJokly 

The camel itm lay groonlng tiioy tried to raleo It up, hat in 
Toin the dtroko bft/1 diridod tho smew oboro tho hock, and it coaid 
not laiso itself so ono of ilto men cut its throat, and ended its 

& Tho bags of troasuro wore transferred to mr pony and Peer 
8 hoTso and mino, ond oroiy man also filled his waistband, so 
that we wore enabled to carry it ^1 ofll Wo took the swords of the 
rsjpoots but everything el^ end their bodies, wore dragged into 
the jnaglo to some distance and hastily covered with earth and 
stones. The bloody earth on tho eoeno of tho conflict was colJocted 
and thrown away and in a very short tune nothing remaraed to 
mark tho spot but the oarcass of the camel, which we oonld not 
dispose of and Icovlnp tho atuol marls for the ^dance of ITotee 
and his party, we continncd oar march on the uwm road. 

Ah, bow great was cur jcy when, before we reached the stage 
we were to oocamp at, and os we sat at the edge of a stream wash 
Ing ouwolvos, we saw on tho brow of a rising ground we hod just 
passed, OUT party coaung up 1 Th^ ran towa^ us in haeathteas 
anxioty and oope. 

Kotco was first, and be threw himself into mv arms. " We 
hastened on, he said, from the last stage, hoping m overtake you 
m time ond when we saw tho dead camel, how great was oar sus- 
pense till we could find youl We bw the traces of the eonfliot, 
and some blood which nad eecaped your noboc,— which I have 
remored, — and that added to our anxiety bat, DtSveo be praised 1 
we have found you at lost, and you aro all safe. Is it not so F 
“Not quite,^ I said "we have lost poor Junglee, who was 
knied m the fight, and I am wounded bat tis only a ahght out, 
and a few days will heal it. 

Borne of tho treasure was instantly distributed to the other 
ponies and encamping outside tho villa^ when wo reached it, after 
the aocustomed saonfioo I had my small tent pitched, and all tie 
treasure was conveyed to it. One by oua tho bags were opened, 
and gbnous indeed was the booty> — ^well worth tho nsk we had en 
cormtared I It consisted of dollars, gold mohurs, and mpeea, to the 
value of Bnty thousand rupees m olJ and there were also six stmigs 
of largo pearls in a small doi, sewn np in wax cloth, which oould 
not be worth lees than tea thousand moie, I need not describe onr 
^oy we had comfort, nay affluenoe before us for years, and every 
one sat and gosod at tltf heap of treasure m silent thantfalneBa 
Finally it was aD. oolleoted and put into bogs, whidi I sealed with 
my own seal 
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We Txovr htimed to our lioine, for Tve songlat no adventure, nor 
needed any only two unfortunate wretches, who insisted on join- 
ing us, were killed, and in less than a month, we were withm three 
marches of our village I despatcked a man in advance to give 
notice of our approack , and • how my heart beat with love 
and fond anxiety to see Azeema, and to press once more my chil- 
dren to my heart, after all the penis I had encountered * How in- 
tense was my anxiety to reach my own threshold, when I saw the 
well-known grove appear in view, the spot from whence I had de- 
parted so fuU of hope, and the walls and white musjid of the village 
peeping from amidst the trees by which they were surrounded ' I 
urged my horse into a gallop, and I saw my father and Moedeen 
approaching to meet me, to give me the 'isiulbal, the welcome of re- 
turn , but, as I neared them, they hung them heads, and advanced 
with slow and mournful steps A sudden pang shot tlirough my 
heart I threw myself from my horse and ran towards them My 
father was weepmg 

“ Speak, for the sake of Alla *” I cried “ What can this be ? Oh, 
say the worst at once, and teU me — is Azeema dead ? this suspense 
wiU kill me ” 

A few words only the old man spake, as he told me that my child, 
my beautiful boy, was dead ! 

And Ameer ^ wept 


CHAPTER XXXn 

Lear — ^Dost thou Imow me, fellow 7 

Kent — ^No, sir , but you have that m your countenance which I would fam 
call master — Lear Act i , Scene 4 

Although the mind would ordinarily reject sympathy with the joys 
or sorrows of a murderer like Ameer Ab, one so deeply stamed 
with crime of the most revoltmg nature, yet for the moment I was 
moved to see, that after the lapse of nearly twenty years by his ac- 
count, the simple mention of the death of his favourite child could 
so much affect him, even to tears, and they were genuine I leave 
others to speculate on the peculiar frame of the Thug’s mind, how 
this one feeling of tenderness escaped bemg choked by the rank 
guilt that had sprung up around it, and will pursue my relation of 
his adventures 

Sahib, he said, why should I now trouble you with an account of 
my miserable meetmg with my loved Azeema ? Ton can picture it 
to yourself Our souls had been bound up in that boy, and it was 
long ere wo could bring ourselves to submit to the blow which the 
hand of Alla had mflicted But the poignancy of the giief passed 
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away and otir girl growing iip in beauty, oocnpiod our thonghti 
and engaged onr core and attontioiu 

Somo timo after wo returned, my father ono day come to me, and 
with concern on hia oountonnnoo, deolanxi there wna a mmonr that 
wo were snipoctod, and that ho Ihonght onr Tillago waa no longer a 
safe obodo for na. Wo oould nak nothing there might or might 
not bo truth in the report, bat it was onr dnty to Bccnm a safe 
a^lam j and accordingly ho and I sot ont to make a tour of tho 
difreront states ea yot mdopondont of tho EngUsh, and to find ont 
whether any of their mlers would allow ns a roaidenco on payment 
of a fixed tnbnto, anoh aa onr fratonuty had nsod to pay to Sindia s 
TOTcmment when our vfllngo belonged to that pnneo. Wo accord 
Tngly departed, and after visiting many rukjrs in Bnndoltiind (for 
wo iprere avorae to going Cirthor from onr home) wo wero peceived 
by tho rajah of Jhaloue, and were mtrodncod to him hy Ganesha 
Jemadar who was nndor hia protection, and who mode him hand 
some returns from the boo^ ho collected for his friendly condnot. 

Out negotmtiou was a long ono tho rajah was fearful for some 
tune of tho coosoqaoncca of l^bonruig na, or pretended to bo ao m 
order to enhance tho favcnir be wna comemng bnt we distribntod 
bribe* plontifoUy to tua ottendants end confidential sorrant*, and at 
kab succeeded m our object. We were to pay a tax of thm bun 
drod rupees a year to hla goTennnent, preeait him with anything 
rare or Tolnabla we might pick irp an^ to preserTe appearances, my 
father agreed to farm three viQaM aitno^ a abort distance from 
biB oopitah The whole oonoladed by oar presenting to him one of 
the it^ga of pcaria we hmd taken on the loat expedition, my own 
beantTful rworo, and other articlee vulofd at neorly five thousand 
rnpees. When we were thus matoally aatiafled, myfatherand some 
of the men remained behind, while 1 and the rest retomed to our 
villflge, to hnngaway onr famOiea. 

I oemfess I left our home with regret many many happy days 
had been passed there, and we were bdovedby the villagera, to whom 
we had endeared onraelves onr inoffenaiTe conduct. We were 
now to seek a new country and form new tea and connections — Q 
diaagrseehb maitsr under acy aroamatocoee. Bat mr&thersm#' 
dam had fared na. The informatiDn the Engliah officers hwd ob- 
tained — Alla only knows how — was o orrect. In a very few months 
after we were settled m our new abode, we hoard that the whole 
'ptirg unTiw. of Mumaa had been attacked, village by village, ilany 
of tbe best and bravoat of the Thngs had ied defending thoir homes ; 
the sum von bad fled, routed and utterly disorgamzad, and bnd takiim 
refage with those who had made pnmona settlamenta aa we had 
done. 

For my own part, so long as my money lasted I Tfaa in no humour 
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to expose myself to f rest nsks I liad, too, attained tlie Ingliest rank 
possible among Thugs, for I had been declaied a soohehdar im- 
mediately upon my return from the last expedition , and I was con- 
tent to enjoy my ease, and assist my father in the management of 
the Tillages which had been confided to us, and by which we realized 
a comfo:^ble mcome hor the tune, therefore, Thuggee was aban- 
doned ; and though often urged by Ganesha, who had a wild and 
restless spirit, to join him m an expedition, we refrained from doing 
so, and hved peacefully and respectably 

There was somethmg about Ganesha which to me was mysterious, 
and the mstant I saw him at the court of the rajah, a thought 
flashed mto my mmd that I had met him before under pamful cm- 
cumstances In spite of all my endeavours I could hardly ever 
shake it off sufficiently to be on any terms of cordiahfy with him , and 
I viewed with suspicion and distrust his mtimacy with my father, and 
the evident effect his counsels had upon him. In person, Ganesha 
was tall and strong, but his face was more forbidding than any one 
I had ever before seen, and there was a savage ferocity about his 
manner which disgusted me But let him pass at present , he has 
now little to do with my story, hereafter I shall be obhged to bring 
him prominently and disagreeably before you 

ITearly three years passed qmetly, and unmarked by anything 
which I can recall to my memory I had no more children, and my 
daughter was growmg up a model of beauty and grace I was 
happy, and never should have dreamed of leaving home, had it not 
been for the bad faith of the rajah, and one unfortunate season of 
drought , by the former we were obhged to pay five thousand rupees, 
which he demanded under threats of discovermg us, and by the lat- 
ter we lost considerably m the villages we farmed, which were now 
seven m number, and for which he obliged us to pay the full amount 
of revenue These sums seriously diminished our resources , and I 
began to look about me for men, to compose a band to go in search 
of more plunder But they were not easily collected, for my own 
men had dispersed to distant parts of the countiy, and could not be 
brought together save at great expense and sacrifice of time 

Just at this period it was rumoured through the country that 
Cheetoo and other Pmdharee chiefs of note would assemble their 
forces after the rams, at the festival of the Dusera, and had planned 
an expedition of greater magnitude than any ever before undertaken, 
an expedition which was sure to ennch all its members, and strike 
terror mto the English Government The idea suited me exactly I 
(vas a soldier by inclination, if not by profession, and I thought, if 
I could jom any of the durrns with a few choice men, well mounted 
U e might make as good a thing of it as if we went out on an expedi- 
tion of our own The latter scheme, moreover, promised no success, 
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for the roocli would bo mfestcd ly itrnggling parties of Pindharcos, 
•who ■wore well krown to spnro noithor travellcrt nor Thugs they 
looked on tho last jndood ■mth great onmi^ 

Accordingly I sot to •work to makn my proporatrani. Peer Khjm 
and 3Iolco stxU rommnod near us, and when I disclosed my plans 
to them they entered into thorn "with great readiness and ahicnty 
They had enough money to monnt tbomsolrcs welh and after a short 
obsonco rotumod fnlly eamppod for the jonmoy I had told them 
to look out for a few really fine feDowa to accompany ns, ■whom they 
bronght j but onr nnilod meant would not allow or our porchesing 
horset for them, and on foot thiy would bo of no nso. in debating 
ononrdiloTnma on idea ocenrred to mo that tho mjahwonld perhaps 
lend or toll tho horses on thoproimto of after and donblo payment. 
I had heard of mob things, ondldoterminod to tiy whatconlabodone. 

To my pTcat joy tho mjnh consented, and with loss diDlcul^ thsTi 
I bad anbeipatol, for I litd bocome a great fiironnto with hfrn. I 
•was ollovod to take fire horset from hit stables, which wero Tolned 
at three hundred rupooi each, ■mth thoir saddles and accontTBmxmtt, 
and this Bum was to bo doubled m case we rettrmod fnocestfuL The 
Ttiiah indeed thanked mo for the hint I had giren him, and many 
otnen obtained horset on tho same terms, on giring toonn^ for the 
performance of tho oondibont ondor which they to^ them. 

lly final airangomcnti were toon oomplotak We ■wero all armed 
and aceontred in the handsomest manner wo eonJd olTord and a 
better monoted or more gallon Moolang little party nerer set out m 
quest of adrentnro than 1 and my teren assooistes. Before we 
started we contoltod the omens, wbioh were faroTimble, and we "per 
formed all the oeremotuea of departure exactly as if we had been 
gcring on on expedibon of Thoggee. 

In dne tune we amred at Nemnwnr the remdence of Oheetoo. 
Hero were collected man from erory part of Hindoetan, as yanons m 
them tribes as they were in their dresses, arms, and acoontremeuts. 
The oonntry round Namawnr was foil of them, wnH the town itself 
appeared a monnff moat of human bemga, attracted by the hope of 
aotire semoe, and abore all of plonder We lost no tune in present 
■mg onTBdToiiit tho dnihor ol'uie chief and were grBOionslyrecerred 
by hum I opened onr conference m the nsnal manner by pretsnt- 
ing the hut of my sword as a nussur and hanng dressed myself m 
my nohest clothes, I waa instantly -welcomed as if I been a atr 
dar of rank, and had the oommand, not of seren men bnt of as many 
hundreds. 

Ohoetoo ■was a flne-lookmg mnn, and a gallant lender He oiictt 
to have died on tho field of bottle, instead of m the mijianujlo 
manner he did. Ho man that over led a Inbhnr was juster m the 
dinsion of plunder no one ivas orer more attenbve to the -wants and 
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complaints of tliose under Inm tlian was Clieetoo Pindliaree It was 
tins -wlncli. gained him so many followers, while his personal activity 
and hardihood stimulated his soldiers to exertion and emulation 
Nothing could tue him , often have I seen him after a long and weary 
march, when it was as much as most of us could do to sit on our 
horses, dash out to the front and exercise his noble steed, which bore 
him gallantly, as though he were only returning from a mormng’s 
nde of a few miles 

Cheetoo was, as I said, struck with my appearance, as I intro- 
duced myself as a poor syud of Jhalone, desirous of servmg under 
him m his ensuing campaign 

“ Oh,” said he, “ from Jhalone • you have travelled far, my friend, 
but nevertheless you are welcome, as every brave cavaher is who 
brmgs a good horse and a willmg heart to the service of Cheetoo 
Ton know my conditions of service I give no pay, but as much 
plunder as your own activity can procure , the people will tell you 
what my share of it is , and I look to your honesty, for your face 
behes you if you are a rogue ” 

“ I know the conditions,” said I, “and will accept them, but I 
have brought a few friends with me who are desirous of sharmg my 
fortunes, and, if it be the pleasure of the huzoor, I will brmg 
them ” 

“ Sorely,” he replied , “but now I am engaged , meet me with 
your men at the place of assembly in the evening, and I wdl see 
them and your horses, for the station I shall allot you m the durra de- 
pends on their fitness ” 

I made my obeisance and retired I had made the acquamtance 
of one of Cheetoo’s sirdars, a man by name G-hufToor Khan, a perfect 
savage m appearance and deportment, a fellow who had Pmdharee 
written on his face, and had served with much distinction in the 
durras of Dost Mahomed and Kureem Khan He had introduced me 
to Cheetoo, and now, as he accompamed me from the durbar, he gave 
me instructions how I was to proceed. 

“ Tou will meet us,” he said, “ on the plain beyond the town, and 
see that all your horses look well, that your men are well dressed 
and armed, and I will venture to declare that you are all placed m 
my division, which has the honour of leadmg, and is the fiist for 
fighting and for plunder I shall be glad to have you, and I wdl 
try whether I cannot get you the command of a hundred or two 
of my own nsala We want leaders, and from your appearance I 
judge that you will do justice to my patronage ” 

“ It IS the very thmg I have ever wished for,” I said , “ and i£ 
you will but favour me, I will do my utmost to please you It is 
true I have as yet seen no service , but that is easdy learned when 
the heart is willmg ” 
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"Wo sopQTTitoJ nnd I ho^tcmod to xar men to got tbom in readmofis 
for tho inrpoction of our now ohicL Our horsoB had now rested from 
the fatigue of tho journoj and wore m high oondihon our arms 
wero cleaned and snarpoiLW TVo pronded ourselves with the long 
ipeur which is peculiar to tho Pinaharoos, and of which tbousanda 
woro on sole nnd ni tho appointed hour I led mj little band to the 
plaoo, whore some hundred horsomon were alrondj assomhlod. I 
had droased niTSclf m the armour of Snbioe KTmn, which wna a 
magnificent »ml and mj noble horse ns ho bonndod and caracoled 
with mo, toemod prond of his rider and glad that ho hod at laat got 
Into a soone enitod to his floiy spirit Peer Khan and Moteo wore 
also stnkmg figures, and ncarij- well monntod os I was and the 
rest wore as good, if not bettor th/m the majority of those who were 
now assembled, 

“Keep all together** said I to themj “do not straggle or our 
parly will appear more insignificant than it reallj is. "When yon see 
the chief ooming watch my movemonta and follow me ” 

Long before ranset Ohoetoo issued Irom the town, accompanied 
' os gallaut a company as could well be imaged. The Icnoars of 
6 di&ercnt domu wore all oround him each surpassing the other 
in the nchnoss and martial air of his dxees, his arms, and the trap* 
pings of his horse Before him, his horse leap and bound m 

a wonderful mannor rode Ghuffbor Khan, clod m ohain*onnour 
which glittered m the red rays of the setting rm. No one equalled 
him in appearanco, though many were nohle*loohing oavohers and 
no one appeared to manage his steed with the ease and grace that 
he did, 

“ That IS the man I I oned with enthusiasm to Peer Khan 
that is the man we are to serve under is he not a gallant fellow f 
Now follow ma And I gave my impatient horse the rem, and 
dashmg onwards was in an mstant at the side of Oheotoo, oooom 
panied hy my men, I dropped my spear to the ground, as I threw 
my horse back on his haunohes oloee to hrm , uid Tnnkmg ui obeisance 
down to my saddle-bow said that I bad. brought my men as he had 
directed, and awaited his orders. 

Oiwtoo cbecksd izis heave; and ibr a zrtamesii s arfere d me with 

delict. 

“You are a fine young fellow he naWl length, and your men 
are excellently mounted, I would there were as many hundreds of 
you as you have companions However something may bo done, 
what my you, Ghuffoor Khan, wiH the Meer Sahib serve with you P 
and have 70U a few hxmdred men to put nndar hiTn p ” 

Hay I be your sacniloe I” oned flie khtm, “ tis the rery thing 
your servant would have prt^ioved, I lied the Meer Sahib from 
the Tnoment I «w him and now Jig 15 properly dressed, by 
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AlH' lie IS a TCif Koostnm, and llio oalr Hfc comp.ainou loi liimsclf 
(fo^"v^c my msolcnco) (hat Glmflom' Khan sees ” 

“ Then ho ifc so,” snuT Chcctoo , “ (nice hini n lili yon, and see that 
you treat him kuidly ” 

“ Come,” cried (ho hlmi to mo, ” come then, !^^ee^ Sahih, tako a 
tiltm^-spcai fiom one of (ho'^o follow s hoi o is a raio piece of gioiind, 
and I must see uliediei yon nic masfei of 3*0111 u capon ” 

” I foai not,” said I, “I Icnou hille about the speai On foot 
and antli the sword I should not feat tlio best man of (ho aiiny , 
iicverlhelcs'?, (0 please yon, I udl (13* ” 

I took the spear, a long light bamboo, nith a laigc sinned ball of 
lotton at the end of it, linm uhich depended a number of small 
sti earners of lod cloth, and folloning Ghnfiboi Khan, dashed foi- 
M ards into the plain 

"Wo piiisncd each oiher alioinaielv, noiv adiancmg to the attack, 
now retreating amidst (he plaudit', of (he assembled hoisemcn, avho 
looked on aatli ciiiiosity to ace how an nt(ci s(i anger uoiild bchaao 
against the most accomplished cavahci of the ai my Foi a long timo 
neither of ns had any ad^alltago o%er the othei , onr hoiscs ncio 
admunbly tiuincd, and neither alloncd the othci to appioach •within 
teach of the spoai-thrnst This nas (he gicat nicety of the tilt, and 
cries of “ Sbabash ’ Slnbash lesoiindcd at cvoiy baflhng tinn 01 
successful escape from a meditated blow At last the khan touched 
me , it nas but a ginzc, nliich I loceived on my arm, having delayed 
foi an instant to turn my horse, and ho cried out that ho had won 
“I own it,” said I, as our horses stood panting for breath, “for 
I am. as you know, a novice at the use of tho wmapon , yet if you 
wiU. give me another trial, I mil again cioss speais mth you, and 
sec if I have not better luck ” 

“ Good,” cried he, laughing , “ but look out, for I w am you I shall 
not be merciful , a sharp blow on the iibs of a young hand teaches 
him his vTilnerable point, and causes him to be caicful cvci after ” 

“ Come on,” cried I , “ if I can I mil return the compliment ” 

We agam took a large cuclc, and at a good canter approached 
each othei till we were nearly mthin spcai’s length Tho Khan 
was as good as his woid, and made several desperate lunges at me 
I avoided them, however, by the quickness of my hoise, and I plain- 
ly saw that he could by no endeavour approach near enough to me 
to strike a decisive blow His hoise, too, bemg fatter, was more 
blo'wn than my own , and after allowing him to weaiy it still more 
for some time in a vam pursmt of me, I suddenly changed my posi- 
tion and became his assailant I beheve I was more cool and wary 
than he was, for he appeared vexed that a stranger should be on such 
equal terms with him at his favourite exercise , he did not parry my 
lunges with the same precision as m the first encounter, when, not- 
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Tntlutnndjng nil my olTorti io toncli him ho riToidod nnd langbed at 
me Still I Imd not lonchtd him and growing weary of my cloeo 
pursalt» ho endeavoured to tnm ngnm and bc«mo tho araannnt 
Ijut whether hw horso wan alow in wheeling round or whether I 
was too near to allow of hia aroidiog tho hlow I know not bat an 
ho endeavoured to crosn behind me I wheeled my horso anddcnly 
etmok my heola into hia aides, and oa ho gave hn accustomed bound 
of eomo yards, atrack my apenr fall on tho broad ohoat of tho khan, 
who was aomowUat atnnned by tho blow A loud ahont from thoso 
around nn proclaimed my victo^ and tho khan himaolf though 
abashed nt hin dofeot, wtis ono of the loodeat in my praises to the 
chief himself 

“ By Alia ! " aaid he " thou ort no atrongor at thia work, Mccr 
Sahib thou host played mo a tnck. 

^ 1 awoor by your bcunl and tho Komn that I have not, Khnn, 


Icncd it wan tho ronultof chanco. Alla knows that two days ago 
I had never had a apeor m my hand. I only observod what yon did 
when Lit mo and to mv good horse I owo my fo riun o. But it 
waa all chance and though 1 pnio the victory yet I regret that such 
a chance should have hurt you- 

Nay I am not hurt Svud, ho ropbed, and I bear thaae things 
with good humour but if you aro os good a hand with the sword 
os you promise to bo n ith tho apeor there will not be a man in tho 
camp to atind before you.” 

‘‘ It would bo boastful m mo to chaTlongo any one, toid I “ see 
mg that I nm a stranger amongyou jet if thenoble Cheetoo wuhss 
to try mo, I will eatay what I am do to-morrow 

Good, goodl onod all and Cheetoo himielf, vastly pleased 
with tho rostdt of my encounter with GbnfToor Khan, hade me pre- 
aant myaelf early at liu remdcnco, where K would m'^e a few good 
twordmnon to attend and aeo na oxerciso. 


OHAPTEB XX xrrr. 

HOW iinTTu ALi ooTOtrernm imrsELr nr sis d£iidt as a pihdiiaiiee, 
AID HOW TES SAHOrnUfiS or OOMUAOrBB BECEXTID T H E IB IT JWKl - 
COMB TISErOKS 

Thb next afternoon we were nil aaaemhled on a email plam outside 
the town Oheetoo had spread hia carpet after the manner of a pm 
dharee, and sat with his ohie& aronnd him, promising by bis de- 
meanour to be an eager speotaior of the encounter He was re- 
markably cavil to me and o^ed me to sit by bim until a few men, 
who were ready had displayed their dettenty wTid prowess. On 
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tlie signal liemg given liy liim, two stout rajpoots leaped into tlie 
circle and clattered tlieir sticks on each, other’s shields for some 
time without either tonching the otlier 

“ Does this please you P” said Cheetoo to me “ Those fellows are 
good hands, you see, at them weapons neither would have drawn 
blood had they had swords in then hands ” 

“They are expeit enough,” said I, “but methinks they have 
played together before and know each other’s ways , they make a 
great show, but if I may be pardoned, I think neither has much 
leal skill If my loid wishes, I will try eithei of them ” 

“ Take care you are not over-matched,” said he, “I would not 
have your fair fame snlhed You have already mterested me much 
in your behalf ” 

“ Do not feai for me,” said I , “ I will do my best ” 

I strapped myself to my tronseis, and gmding a handkerchief 
tightly about my waist, I stepped into the cmcle, where one of the 
men, who had now rested from his fiist eneonnter, awaited me I 
took a stick and a small shield made of basket-work from Peer 
Khan, who had brought them, and advanced to the centre There 
were muimnrs among the assembly that I was over-matched, for 
they contrasted my slight foim with the tall and biawny one of my 
antagonist ; but I was not to be deterred by this I knew my skdl, 
and that mere personal strength would avail but little against it 
“How IS it to be P” said I to the rajpoot “Does the fiist fair 
blow decide between ns ^ ” 

“ Certamly,” he rephed “ I shall strike hard, so be on your 
guard ” 

“ Good,” said I “ now take your post ” 

He did He retired to one edge of the circle and advanced on 
me leisurely, now stoopmg and leanmg his sliield-arm on his knee 
as he rested a moment to survey me, and now circhng round me, 
first rising on one leg and then on the ether, and waving his stick 
in the air 

I stood perfectly still and in a careless attitude, but well on my 
guard, for I knew that I should hazard somethmg in moving after 
him It was evident to me that he did not expect this, for he 
seemed for a moment irresolute, but at last he rushed on me with 
two or three bounds, and aimed a blow at my head I was perfectly 
prepared, for I knew his mode of attack , I received the blow on 
my slueld, caught the stick nndei it, and ramed such a shower of 
blows on his imdefended person as completely astomshed lum 

The assembly rang with plaudits, and the other lajpoot stepped 
f 01 ward and saluted me 

“ Yon have had but short work with my friend Bheem Singh,” 
said he , “but now yon mnst try me ” 
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“lomnauly Iroplujd; '®o got io jtrar jxst 

I had now^ on nntagonirt TTOrtliT of mo. llo know my Bjitom of 
play ond verily I tlioaght mysoli for tto moment ongomjd with 
my old iDstrnctor bnt I had nacd to ynnquiih him and I did not 
icar the -rnfm boforo mo. Wo wore soon hotly ongngcfd he was 
na Cool and wary oa myself and after a long oonlhct in which 
nathor hod the advantage wo rcatcdawhilo, both out of breath. 

Enongb onemgh I oned Chcctoo yon haro both dono 
bmToly ; neither boa won and yon bad better lot the matter atnnd 
08 it la. 

Kot BO Khodawnnd,'* eaid I lot na finiah iL Ono of na mnsi 
win and my friend licro desmm at much aa myaelf to aoo which of 
na la tho better man. la it not ao P 

Ay Boid the follow laaglungly “ tho Nnwnb Sahib knowa that 
no ono aa yot haa overcome mo bat I havo fairly mot my match, 
and whoever taught yon wna a good maator and haa had a 
diaciplo worthy of him.' 

“Aa yon will aaul Chootoo “ only play m gtxid Immonr let no 
fend grow ont of it 

Wo both aalntcd lnm, and oaanrod him wo oonld not qnairol, and 
that whooTor woa viotor smat entertom a high respect for hia op- 
ponent 

And to it we set again, oa w© bod now recervere d onr breath 
Victory for a long tune horerod between na, now mohning to tho 
ono and now to tho other we had both bat onr footing once or 
twice grid the apeotatora wonld have had na leave off bnt excited 
na we were it woa impouTblB — ^wo atopped not for thoir Bzoloma 
tiona. I woa pnt to my loat ahifla to avoid the well-directed blows 
of the injpoot he had better wind than I, and thia obbgcd mo to 
alter my mode of play hitherto I had attacked him j I now only 
werdod off hia cuts, bnt watched my opportnmty In hia eagerness, 
thinkmg by a aacceesion of blown he oonld beat down my gnard, ho 
exposed hia aide, and my ahok descended on hia riba with a Bonnd 
which woa heard by all, and with a force winch feirly took away 
hia breath my weapon been o award, I thmV I ■Timid have cat 
him m tTTo. 

‘'Fairly won 1 cned Oheetooj fairly and bravely won 1 Bam 
deen Smgh, then hast lost, bnt it la no disgrace to thee. Como to 
me by-and by and I wiH reward the© ” 

The raipoot langhed, and I was glad he boro the defeat ao good 
hnmonredly for I had expected the contrary he allowed tTiat he 
had been vanqoiahed, and oned out to all that it had been a fiur en 
connter and that he hod nBodthentmoet of hiaakill “ Bo beware,” 
bo oo nfarm ed, how any of you engage tho Jfeer Sahib yon all 
know what I am, and I have bean fbrrly beaten 
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I was deliglited witli tlie Boble fellow, and addressed Cheetoo 
inmself 

“I crave a boon, Kliodawtind, and if I may bope to Lave it 
granted, I will speak ” 

“ Say on,” be leplied , “ I will grant it readily ” 

“Tben,” said I, “let tbis brave fellow be placed under me Bv 
your favour, a stranger bas been entrusted witb tbe command of 
part of tbe barawul (advance-guard), and I would bave botb these 
lajpoots witb me, and be allowed to entrust fifty men to tbe one and 
twenty-five to tbe other ” 

“ Good,” said Cheetoo, “ let it be so , and do you, Gbuffoor Klban, 
look to it that it IS done , these are tbe men who will serve us best 
in tbe time of need ” 

A few days more I was fanly installed into my new charge For- 
tune bad favoured me far above my expectations, and I saw naught 
before me but a career of distinction under my new master True, 
I was no longer a leader on my own responsibility, but tbe rank I 
held was honourable, and perhaps far above my deserts I seized 
an opportunity which presented itself, and wrote a full account ot 
tbe whole to my father and Azeema, for I knew that they would le- 
30ice at tidmgs so new and unexpected 

Our time passed in the camp m the manner I have related In 
the mommgs I was a constant attendant upon Cheetoo, who raiely 
allowed me to leave his person during his inspections of the con- 
stantly arrivmg new adventurers , and the evenings closed with 
feats of strength and trials of skill, m which I sustamed the repu- 
tation I had begun ivith I never spent a happier time than the 
month I was at Ilemawui, in every way so gratifymg to me, and so 
consonant to my previously formed wishes 

At last the festival of the Dusera arrived, and it was held with 
great pomp and show A grand review of all the assembled adven- 
turers was held, a muster taken, and it was reported that five 
thousand good horsemen were present , and this numbei , with their 
followers, and with those indifierently mounted, was augmented to 
neaily eight thousand — a gallant band, ready to do the biddmg of 
their chief, and to carry war and devastation into the countries be- 
fore them 

It was planned that we should separate mto two bodies soon after 
passing the Kurbudda, penetrate as far as the Eastna river to the 
south, and, should wo find tliat fordable, then piess on as far ^onth 
as we could, iMthout exposing ourselves to encounters with the 
icgulai armies of the Feringhees, which we were assured, although 
at ] 3 resout inactive, could speedily be sent m pursuit of us -Ic- 
coidingly, as the mommg broke, the whole camp was in motion , 
and a noble sight it n as to see durra after durra defile before their 
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ohiof and hurry on^rda at ft rapid pace. BoaU had been pro- 
vided at the Nurhudda, irlibb vro crovicd the aamo day and tooL 
np our ground near tho toim of Sindia on ita Boutbem liinh 

At point tho army BcnarntctL I remained ■with dinsion 
and Cliceloc, and wo pualiod on tho day after taking a diroction to 
tbo westward bo ns to como upon tho nror Taptcc, up tho TnUoy of 
which wo wore to proceed till 'wo should reach tho tcmtoncs of tho 
raiah of Nngpoor inth wliom a treaty had been prononsly mndo to 
allow ns a free and unmolested postage throngh his dominions on 
tho condition that tlioy wero not to bo plundered. Tho other 
division under Syud Bnookoo, a leader of note and only second to 
Choctoo, took ft diroction to tho cattwnrd, along tho nenk of tho 
Nnrhndda, until they reached tho grand road to I^agpoor by which 
it was thoir intontion to tmvck 

Mconwhilo we procoedod by rapid marches for we wero eager to 
roach tho scono of onr operauons, as our monoy was running short, 
and 'Without plunder wo should starve Wo heard that thoro was a 
amall dotachmont of regular troops rmderilajor Fraser -watching our 
moTomenta bat onr spies told ns they were fow m number and -wo 
wore under no apprcLonsiaa of an ottack from them it ■was reported 
that they did not oxcoed three hundred men, and wo vuudy thought 
they would not darn to face as many thousands But wo had not 
sufliacmtly cstimatod their bravery Wo knew they were upwards 
of fifteen com distant from os, and what infantry could mala tlut 
maroh and attack a body of borso like oars P 

They did, however attack us Wo had arrived at onr ground near 
a Tillflge on the Taptoe, and aomo wore cookmg their morning meal, 
others loungmg idly about tho camp or lying at full length on their 
saddlo-cloths, whan the alarm was given that tho Fermghees were 
upon •us. The scone of oonfoBion winch ensued IS mdescrib^le ’hfeu 
hnmed hither and thither anything lito organisation -was past all 
hope each, os he could gam his horse, threw hnnself upon it and 
flod for bis life not a man stood In vain I entreated those -with 
me to rallT and make a chargo on tho small body of red-coats which 
was now drawn np m line oli^ to our camp, and ■was ponnng ■yoHey 
after ydHey amongst ub witii dEstroctrvo ■prectaiocu. Kot a 
■would boor mo and thoimh my own Thngi and a fow of my drvitioii 
swore they would die if I were to Ipfld them on, I saw no chance of 
snooess ; and as one or two of my men had fallen near me, "we too at 
length turned our horses heads and fled. We wero not puisuod, 
though there were some horsemen "with tho mfantry who they 
not been tho most arrant oowarda, would have cnarged after and 
engaged ns. 

I must say I longed that they should, and I kept my men, nearly 
a hundred, m a close body whilo from time to <-imA we faced about 
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and sliook our spears in defiance at the body of horse, about our omi 
number, ivho, hou over, did not stir Wc saw the infantiy once more 
put in motion, take possession of our camp, which, with the thou- 
sands of temporaiy screens fiom the sun standing heie and theie, 
and the fiires burning under half-cookcd victuals, must have been a 
welcome lestmg-place to them aftci then long march They must 
have gamed a considerable booty, for many a man threw himself on 
the bare back of his hoise, leaving a well-lmed saddle bchmd lum to 
the victors 

Our surprise and rout was complete, and if the enemy had had a 
lai ger body of infantry, or any good cavahy with them to have fol- 
lowed us, we might have bidden adieu to all hopes of futuie plunder, 
and most likely should have taken our way to our respective homes 
and abandoned the expedition As it was, however, we found wo 
had not lost more than a hundred men, and three days afterwards 
we were agam leumted, and in ns good spuits as ever 

At length we debouched by almost untrodden paths from tbe hills 
to the eastward of EUichpoor, and fxom among the dense jungles 1 
had before traversed, after the affaii with the iloghulnee We en- 
tered the territories of the Nizam near the iiver Wurda, which we 
ciossed, and in ouo march of nearly twenty-five coss reached 
Oomraotee, which it appealed had been the object of our leader 
from the first I have once liefoie described its riches and pro- 
sperity, and it was then far nchei than it is now 

As we rushed along, more like the flood of a mighty nver than 
aught else, every village on our route was mstantly deserted by its 
inhabitants and left to our mercy They were one by one ransacked 
for treasure, and in some of the laigest much boo%- was obtained 
I was fortunate in leadmg the advance-guard on this day, and well 
do I remember the excitement of the moment, as we passed the last 
defile in the lulls, and rushed in a body mto the plain Well do I 
remember wavmg my sword to my companions, — whose numbers 
were now swelled to nearly five hundred splendid fellows, often in- 
ci eased by parties from the rear, — as I showed them the broad 
plams of Berar, and told them that we had unlimited power to 
plunder as we listed ' 

G-hufibor EHian envied me that day , he had been detamed with 
Cheetoo, who remained with the mam body, while my own harawul 
was mcreased, in order that I might advance and surround Oomraotee 
On we dashed * The few villages we surprised were qmckly laid 
under contribution ; and rupees and gold and silver ornaments were 
tendered, almost without our asking, by then terrified inhabitants 
As we proceeded, the news that we weie coming had spread through 
every village, and thousands of the people were seen flying from 
their homes , while a few only remained in each, with an offermg to 
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me, nccompamcd bj" cnlrcotiee not to burn thoir rillugcs, Nor did 
I Ibongb from tho ptUnra of smoko •wbicb not long nflonrsTdi 
nrow m ovory direction behind ns I too jofltly thought tho noam 
body hud been less mormfol than wo had. "Wo ronchod Oommotco 
towards OTcmng There wero but few soldicm to guard thia nn- 
portant post, and they had fled on tho nows of our approcch wo 
tlicroforo entered tho town nnohockod nod •nuopposed. How dif 
foront was my present from my former visit I 

I dntjctcd my coorso to tho mam street, whero I know I should 
find tho principal snhouktirs nod, after stationing parties of my 
men at each cna and at tho diDerent outlets, I rode into tho middle 
of tho ohouke or market place, and dismounted among the leading 
men of tho town, who had a enrpot ipcroud, and were prepared, as 
th^ soul, to do us honour 

But few words of greeting passed, for ours wus no cordisJ visit, 
and each par^ was bout on driving tho hardest horrnin 

Oomo, goutlomcn, said I, after I hod listened for some time to 
their vain protirtations of poverty and umbfiity to nuso a sum ade- 
quate to my desires, “ this is mero fooling Ton have offered a 
lakh of rupees do you thiok tho noble Obcetoo will be satisfied 
with this P I swear by tho Koran he wiD not, and you had hotter 
at once bo rcatonoblo and listen to my words. The whole Inbhur 
will be horo before it is dark, and if any of you will taka the trouble 
to ascend one of your tall bouses, or one of tho bostioui, you will see 
how PindhnrocB mark their progress- ilany a fine rillngB behind 
mo has not now a roof or tree aUindm^ r>TiH your good town will 
assuredly shore the some fate if you tnfle with us nnd not only 
will it be burned, but your prop ^y will be handed orer to tlie 
tender meraee of my men — ay and your wives and daughters also 
so I give you fair warning You have no fores to oppose ns and 
if you refuse, I am desired to tell you that we Hhnll stay here for 
bome days and amuse ourfelves 1^ inspecting the interior of your 
houses Go therefore, be wise, consult among yourselves, ana be- 
fore the shadow of this tree has lengthonod the measure of my sword 
(and I laid it on tho ground) bnog me on answer worthy of your 
name for wisdom and liberal withal beyond that trmB I give you 
not a moment yonr honsos are close at hand, and T^wTiftTU I we will 
help onrselves. 

Well spoken 1 cned nil the men who were around me but, 
Jleer Sahib, why not help ourselves at once P These stingy merchants 
can have no idea of the wante of men of honour like ns, who have e 
long i^oumey before us. 

i ou sMl hear what th^ say rephed I meanwhile, lot us 
be quiet and orderly and lot none of you urtemipt their ocrnsnlta 
bona, or offer violence to any of the townspeople. 
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The time had iicarly elapsed, and the hilt of my sword -was all 
that remained in the sunlight The council of the merchants was, 
from all appearances, as far from a decision as ever, if I might judge 
from their angry debate and the unsettled and anxious expressions 
of their countenances 

Eagerly I watched the mcieasmg shadow, as from time to time 
I called to them that the period allowed had nearly elapsed , at last 
the bright hilt of my sword ghtieied no longer, and I took it up 
amidst a shout fiom my men The merchants saw my action, and 
again adyanced m a body towards me 

“ Sit down, Meer Sahib,” said the fattest of them, who appeared 
to be the chief, “ sit down , let us talk over this matter calmly and 
delibeiately That busmess is always unsatisfactory which is done 
in a hurry and Anth heated nunds ” 

“ Eo I exclaimed, “ I will not standmg as I am, I wiU liear 
what you have to say Eemembei, -when I draw my sword the 
plunder begms, and though I have some influence ovei these biave 
tefrows while they expect a reasonable ofifor from yon, yet the instant 
they are disappointed my power ends, and I will not answer for any 
of your hves ” 

“ Come aside with me for a moment,” said the chief merchant , 
“I would speak with you apart you need fear no treachery fiom a 
sahoukar 

We all laughed heartily “Eo, no,” said I, “ I fear naught, and 
will come And do you, my good fellows,” I added, turmng to my 
men, “see that none of these worthy persons escape ” 

“Well,” said I, when we had gone a few paces fi^om the group, 
“ what would you say ^ Be quick my men are impatient, and youi 
houses and shops are provokmgly and temptmgly near ” 

“ Listen then,” replied he “ you are a leader, and by your con- 
duct doubtless have the influence you appear to have Xou 
have not more than five hundred men with you, we ofler you, 
therefore, ten thousand rupees as your own share, one thousand 
to each of your sirdars, and one hundred apiece to your men , this 
will be nearly a lakh of rupees, and we will take om chance with 
the mam body. What do you say P be quick and tell me, for the 
money is at hand, and can be easily distributed before the mam 
body comes up ” 

I pondered awhile , I knew Cheetoo would make his own terms, 
and I did not see any harm in gettmg as much as I could of the 
spoil before he came I knew also that he expected ten lakhs, and 
would get it, oi nearly the sum, by fair means oi foul “ Listen 
agam,” said the sahoukar, you aie m advance, you have naught to 
do but take your money and push on, and any village before you 
will shelter you for the night , what v^l Cheetoo know of it ?” 
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jray,” snid I, hero iro romam after a march of t^vonty fire 
iro nro m ao Immcrar to proceed. Bat I will tnVo my moo out 
side tho toTTO on the inataot payment of ono loVh of rupee* re 
member ono third of ■what tto got goes to tho chief and our sharo 
after all is not mnoli 

Agreed, said ho j nonr como to yonr men and porsnndo them 
to bo quiet they mil not get so much by violonco as "bj trenfang 
ns rrelL 


Wo returned to tho group we had loft, and I unfolded to them 
tho proposition •which had Doon made to mo it was wolcomod witli 
a lend shout -which made tho air nog and was then anecoedod by 
loud cncs for tho money 

Tho sum hod evidently boon ooUocted prtmonsly for m a forr 
moments a lino of winn, heavily laden mtli bags of mpoos, issued 
from a lano oloso to whoro "wo were sitting DolTa by n nffa of^tho 
Pindhnrocs, each headed by its own doflauar was broogfat np to tho 
spot } each man rccoivod ms hundred mpoos, each lender his thon 
sand, which wtrro stowed away in tho capucions bogs of tbcir snddJos- 
Tou have not cared for yonrsel^ U^oor Sahib," nud Peer Khnu 
“ you have token nothing 

“ Oh, do not fear for me," I replied i I shall got my share { tho 
bogdou not look large, but it will hold gold. 

Ha ora brightened. That u ngbt, he nud “ the othon 
must not know of it." 

Not a syUablo it a known only to you and myeelf Now -wo 
must take core these rsioals commit no excesses ; they seem half m 
tho humour to run not in tho town.* 

They eeem content," ho repbed ; at Icnst, I for ono am. By 
Aha 1 lleer Sahib tha is rare work a tbonsand rupees m s mom 
mg s ndo is better than onr own profession, though we havo been 
lucky in our tame. 

Choop 1 said I, sflenoe I This is no time for our secrets. 
Awny with yon I Seo that the men tain up ground before tho 
town. I win remam here with some others, and see what become# 
of the plnoe when Cheetoo amveo." 

One by cae the laftmB, exseptb favr who stayed by tss^ 

desire and our business at an I gat down and awaited Ohee- 
too B smval 


What do yon think he will oak P said my fet fnend to me. 

I know not, I answered bat yon had better be liberal at onoe, 
or he "wift sack your town, and yon Icaow what Pmdharecs ore they 
have few ecmplea, and some of you may be tortnped. 

A general shudder ran through the assembly at the thought of 
the torture, and I saw I had made a hit. Tea, I contmued, 
there are such things as kodas, and your fat backs would soon bo 
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laid open, besides, there are fcllons •who aie rare hands at tying- np 
fingers and hitting them on the ends, 'wlueh is not agreeable, I should 
t hink , also at mixing compositions for those bags to be tied over your 
mouths I have heard of even still -woiso coutiivances to peisuade 
obstinate sahoukais , butyc aic -wise men — ^yo -will be -warned ” 

“ Say at once, ]\Ieor Sahib,” said anothei of tho mex chants who 
liad not yet spoken, “say what wc should offer, and how many 
Pindhaiees are there ? We have hcaid thcie aie five thousand ” 
“Somewhat below the maik, Sethjee,” said I, “we aie little 
undei ten thousand, I think Houevci, you vill sec the lubhur, 
and judge for yourselves As for the sum, I should say, in tho fiist 
place, a lakh ot 1 iipces for Chectoo himself — I know he expects as 
much, then there are thice sirdars, Heeroo, Ghufibor Khan, and 
Rajun — fifty thousand apiece , then each minoi leadei and dufiadar 
a thousand, and eveiy good Pindhaicc a hundied Say, have I 
spoken well^” 

“Bhugwan protect us'” cned one and all, “we are mmed and 
dead men Wliy this would be at least eight lakhs of lupees , where 
are we to get such a sum ^ We aie luined and better lull us at once ” 
“Ko, no, my good fi-icnds, not so,” said I “All the ivoild 
knous that Oomiaotee is the i idlest to-wn m the country, ay, iichci 
than Hyderabad it5,elf, and that the money may be counted, not by 
lakhs, but by ciores , so talk not to Cheetooof your poveity, foi ho 
■will presently piove whcthei you he or not Trust me, your safest 
plan IS to ofiei him a large sum at once, for he has a long journey 
before him , the men have got nothing since we left Kemawni , and 
they are hungry and tlursty ” 

“ I tell you all,” said the fat sahoukai, “ the worthy Meer Sahib 
speaks the trutln Bhugwan has sent this gurdee (calamity), and 
we must be lesigned to oui fate Better fai is it to give the utter- 
most farthing, than to see our wives and daughters dishonoured 
before oui eyes I have spoken ” 

“ Good'” cried I, “now you speak like wise men, and I will give 
you fuidhei advice Cheetoo is a great man, and loves to be paid 
honom, as mdeed is due to him , so also do the other leaders How 
get you pan, uttur, and spices, makeup a proper tiay of them, brmg 
a few handsome shawls, and as he takes his seat, one of you throw a 
pair of the best over his shoulders and those of the other chiefs, and 
lay youi nuzzurs befoie him as you would before Sikundui Jah 
himself, Inshalla ' you will find favoui m his sight, and where you 
would have to pay ten lakhs you -will get off with half the sum, and 
save your town besides ” 

“By Gunga' ’tis well said'” cried seveml “Meer Sahib, you 
are a kind fiiend and give good advice, -without you we should not 
have known what to do ” 
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Agiun eaid I ‘Icfc noiio of you liaro long faces, bnt all looV 
as if you TTcro rejoiced at Ins oommj Bo nono of you nlanncd be 
fore TOU Imro ennso. Bav you must and tliorcforo do it uith os 
good a gmeo ns yon can ' 

Tbo assombly dronk m my -words, os I by tuna ndnsed nnd 
nlarmod them, in order to keep up tho spirit I had infosod and m 
this manner tlio timn passed unbf tho dosk of evening when, by the 
notso of tho trend ot many horses feet and tho flnng of match- 
locks wo were nsinrcd of tho npproocli of tho mom body 

“ how stick by us, cnod tho sahoutars as they crowded roond 
mo you nro oar friend and must present us wo -will not be 
afraid But their words bohed them, for the teeth of ono and all 
woro chattering -with fear and thou* oheoks hlanohed at tho thonght 
of confroutiTig tho renowned Pindhorco chief. 

Chcotoo came and ruling into the chonko, sorroanded by a crowd 
of wild looking flgnrcs, tho efTcct of whoso appearance -was maten 
ally increased liy iho dosk of tho oroning his titles wbto sereomed 
one hy a dozen months, each Tying with the other m exaggeration 
of his powers. 

Tbo gronp of aohoukaiu, headed by me, adranced towards bun 
and tho hood morohant, rnbbing his forehead on the ohieTs stirmni, 
unplorod him to alight and refresh himself, adding that a zcofat 
had boon proparod, and all -wuredesunus of prasentmrthfarnnxxars 
I seconded the request, and ho exclaimed, Snrely I know that 
voioo whose, m tho ruimfl of ShitoD is it f 
That of your slave, Ameer Ah, said L 

Oh, then all is right, ho cned “ and then too hast tnmed 
sahoukar How is thia, Moor Sahib P 

May Ibo your sacrifice, AuwabT said 1 I have bnt mingled 
with theeo worthy persona, because they declared they should bo 
annihilated at the sight of the splendour of your appearance- I did 
bnt ooniole them and keep up their spirits till my lord amTed. 

Thou hast done well, said Cneetoo. Is ererything pre- 
pared P 

“Ah, cned the sahoukutsj “if the noble Cheetoo win bnt alight, 
we are prepared to do htm honour 

He alighted, and led by the hand bj tho ohief merohant, he -was 
oondnotod into an adjoining house, -wnioh belonged to one of the 
merchants, and where a clean white floor-cloth had been spread, and 
ft mnsnud placed- The room too was well lighted- Oheetoo took 
ms seat, and lo oke d around him -with evident gratification snvago 
os Ins oountenanoe -was, it now -wote a smile of tnnmph, yet miiw 
with an expression of extreme pleasure- 

“ These are mvilifled people,” said he to Bajtm, hia farounte, who 
was close to him. I little expected this did yon P 
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“ Indeed, no,” said lio , “I tliouglifc nrc slionld have liad to cut 
our Tray into the town Depend on it, this is some of Ameer All’s 
doing ” 

“ Likely enongh,” said Glieetoo , “ he is a gentleman, and knows 
liow a gentleman ought to he leceired But lor him it is most pro- 
bable these swme "u ould have shut themselves up in then houses, 
and given us the trouble of pulling them out But see, — what aio 
they about ^ ” 

I was nudged by the sahoukai, who, whispering, imploied me 
to ask Cheetoo to acoept their nuzzui “Five bundled rupees for 
you of ho tabes it,” agam ho whispered as I pietended to hesitate 
“ Agieed,” said I , “ I wiU revenge myself if it is not paid ” 

“By G-unga' by my Jnnwa'” again said ho most earnestly, 
“nay, I will double it Speak foi ns, good Meei Sahib, aie you 
not our fiiend and our brother?” 

“ What are those sons of asses talking to you about ? ” oned 
Cheetoo “ Wliy don’t they speak out P ” 

“ Kliodawund i ” I said, “ the terror of yom* name has preceded 
you” — and he smiled grimly, — “and your appearance is m every 
way so imposmg and sui passing the accounts these men have heard, 
that, by Aha ' they are dumb , and though they would fain lay a 
nuzzui at youi feet, in every way befittmg your high lank, they 
have not words to express their desires, and have begged your slave 
to inform my lord of them ” 

“Kubool, KubooD I agree,” cried Cheetoo, “let the trays be 
biought Venly a nuzzui from the sahoukais of Oomiaotee ought 
to be worth seemg ” 

Fifteen trays were brought m, covered with iich velvet coverings, 
and set down before the musnud, one by one then covers were 
removed, and mdeed it was a goodly sight ’ Dates, pistachio nuts, 
sweetmeats, and sugar-candy fihed four , the rest contamed cloths 
of various kinds, European and Indian, muslins, chmtzes, nch tur- 
bans, and Benares brocades It was a nnzzur fit foi a prmce, and 
Cheetoo was delighted 

“ How,” said I to the sahoukar, “this is a happy moment, where 
ai e the shawls and the ashruffees ? Have a stout heart, and throw 
the shawls over him, as you would over one of your own tribe at a 
maiTiage ” 

The sahoukar took the shawls fiom an attendant, and putting 
five ashrufiees upon them, advanced to the feet of Cheetoo, and 
liavmg made the tnsleemat, or three obeisances, he presented the 
gold, and unfolding the shawls, which were very splendid, dexter- 
ously enveloped the chief’s person in them, and then retreatmg, 
stood -with his hands folded on his breast m an attitude of respect- 
ful humility 
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CHAPTER xxxir 
TIjo •oni of rorttmo tbo luti Mot Tu forth 
To tbriro br iha keea ftetkm of oar viti, 

■WhJeh backed bjr foarfol dmd of oox bright raordi. 

Doth 1111 our pttrm ■peodU/ 

CntCTOO TTOS ondontlj’ llftttorod tho distinoticm with which ho 
had boon rectivod and as ho examined the bcnntifnl Bhawli which 
now onTolopcd his person, a gnm smiJo of delight lighted up his 
coarso fcatare* 

These men hare mmc sold ho to Ghuffoor Khan and arc 
oridentlr accualomod to the Tiata of persons of qnahty "Wo htUo 
mpcctcd tbm oinhtv and m truth it is most nccoptahlo after oxir 
long ndo but they liaro forgotten jtm. 

“Not BO, noble Cheotoo oned tho lahonbir adranemg with 
Bov or al pairs of slmw/f orcr hi* arm wo aro not forgetfol of onr 
diatingmihod gnesta and bo throw a pair over each of the ohiofa, 
wboh thor recomid with complaccncw 

Lot tno room bo cleared, cned Chootoo} we have business 
with tticse worthy gentlemen, which 1 havn sworn to do brforo wo 
touch any refreshment." 

It was quoHy done, ood thero only romeunod our leaders cud the 
eahouhnis, who huddled together liho wdd fowl on tho approach 6f 
a hflwh. 

Come forward, said Oheotoo to them oome and nt near us 
wo would speak to you. 

They all arose, and, as they wore directed, seated themselves m 
r es pectful attitudes on the cd^ of tho musnud. 

Now continued Cheotoo you ore doubtless aware of our 
object. VfQ want money and money we will have by foir means 
or fouL If ye are wise, yo will pay mo handsomely to be nd of me 
and my peoide, who are savage f^owa. I desire not to harm you, 
and on y our own heads bo it, if any disaster beCJls yon 
therefore, how much ore ye prepared to give ? 

“ Truly said the sahoul^ my friend, who was the spokeaman, 

wo have been duly odnsed of your Highneei s coming and os a 
proof that we did not dread you, yon see us here, and we have done 
our poor abihty to welcome so oistingmshed a person. We bare 
also received good counsel from your Berrant the Meer Sahib and 
agreeably to bu msimcticma we have drawn up a list of a few trifles 
and some repdy money which wo are desutniB of laying at tho feet 
of your B^bness. And the saheukar handed to mm a paper 
written m Persian. 

This IS xifuntalhgible to me, for I am no moonshee hat can 
any of you reed, broken ? aaiad Oheetoo of the other leader*. 
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“Xot a not a loilci,” ciiccl one aiuT nil, “none of ns know 
one letter fioni another ” 

“I can send foi a uioonshcc,” ‘^aid the sahonkai , “one is in 
attendance ” 

“ If I am pci mittod,'’ said I, “ I n ill icnd the list I may he able 
to make it out ” 

“ Ha’ thou art a clerk as well as a good soldioi,” cued Chcctoo, 
laughing “Well, take the papci, and let ns hcai oni good foi- 
tnne ” 

“ First then,” said I after I had glanced over the document, 
“ tins paper sets forth, that the ‘^ahonkais and othcis of the market- 
town of Oominotee, m council assembled, liavinghcaid of the near 
appioach of the mighty Chcctoo and bis army, and being desnous 
of appioaclmig his feet uith a small tiibiitc of icspect, have put 
down the following ai tides and sums of leady money, uhich aic 
picpared and ready for his acceptance, — on no condition save that 
they may find favour m Ins sight, and bo the humble means of m- 
suiang his clemency to otheis ” 

“Good’” said Glicctoo “Hou get thee to the marrow of the 
matter as speedily as may bo, foi my stomach craves food, and I 
doubt not these avoithy gentlemen’s families have prcpaicd a icpast 
for me ” 

“It is leady, noble Chcctoo,” ciicd the sahonkar, “and if the 
order is given, it will be set out , but the food of us poor Hindoos 
would be tasteless to my loid, and therefore no have had the repast 
cooked by the best bawuichces of the town ” 

“ Silence ’ ” cned the chief , “ '=pcak when you are allowed to do 
so we are in no humour to be interrupted ” 

The sahonkar slirank back mtimidatccl, and raismg my voice 7 
proceeded 

“The first item, Piotectoi of the Poor’” cned I, “is a sum of 
fifty thousand inpees for yourself” 

“ Is that aU ^ ” cried he, lus brow contracting 

“ Stay,” said I , “more follows ‘A tray of choice jewels, gold, 
and silver, valued at fifteen thousand rupees, and three tiays of 
shawls and brocades for my lord’s mnhal, valued at ten thousand 
rupees in all, seventy-five thousand rupees Secondly, a sum of 
ten thousand rupees to each leader of rank, of whom we learn fiom 
the worthy syud, Ameer All, there are three, a tray of jewels to 
each, of five thousand rupees, and three trays, each valued at five 
thousand more m all, twenty thousand rupees each ’ ” 

“ Go on’” cried Cheetoo , “you have not done yet, I suppose P ” 

“ Ho,” said I, glancmg down the paper , “ there is more follow- 
ing ‘ Thirdly, a sum of one thousand lupees to each duffadar , we 
are uninformed of their number, but we have supposed thirty ’ ” 
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“Goodl cncd Chccloo wluitmoro? • 

‘ FourtUr tho stun of fitty mpcc* to cacli dcwrrmg person, to 
Lo given nt tLo dtscrotion of tlio mighty Obeotoo j by report vro hear 
there ore four tbonsnnd. Also food, gram, nnd fomgo for na mimy 
days os the army may remain ■mth u*/ Tins is all,” said I what 
are mr lord a orders P 

Too list 18 TToU onongb,” said Cbcctoo bat they arc wrongm 
sotno porticnlars j first, thoro are fifty dofladars, are there not, Ghnf 
foor KhonP 

There xire ho replied "I fold them offmyselC 
« pat that doivn, liccr Sahib, aaid Cboetoo Again, there or© 
five thonaand good Pjndharccs nm I not right P 

Troo again, cned all tho leaders were tln^ not counted at 
Nomamir P ' 

This iraa a ho there ^cro hardly fonr thonmnd for nearly half 
tho labhnr had gone off m a difforent dirrebon from the Xnrbndda 
hat it signified little for Cbcctoo I know irna dotormined to make 
tho beat terms ho ccrald \?ith tho sahonknrs. 

“ I^t dorm fire thousand, aaidCheetoo and now boo how much 
you barest. 

I hsatdy amnged tho amount end reed the paper to him. 
First, said I, 3iero is your Highness s share serenty fire thou 
sand rupees secondly on accountof the leaders, sixty thousand m 
pees then the fi^ dufikdors, each mau a thousand, fifty thousand 
rupees lastly fire thousand men, each forty two hundred thousand 
An it the sum of the whole is thi^ lakhs and eighty fire thousand 


^ And," said Cheetoo todhuffoor Ehon, “tho horses shoe* must 
be TTom out, I thmt: p ire rcqaire new ones. 

Certainly cned tho Khan with a merry gnn. 

“ Put down fifteen thousand rupees for the horBO-shoes this, ITcer 
Sahib, win make the rum on even four lakhs and, gentlemen,” oon 
tinned ho to tho salioTikHrs, I must trouble you to pay -mth as lit 
tie delay ns possible, or we must help ourselves. 

There was a hnmed couforoDc© for a few moments among the sa- 
houkars, and a few ongiy words passed among them } but they were 
wise my fat fa and rose, and making g lowly obeisam^ declared the 
monty was at hand, and should bo brought nmnediately 

Good I cned Oheefoo now lot me have my dinner and do 
you all see that tho dufikdors ore present at this house by to-mor 
row B dawn, to receive their sharea and those of their men. The 
lahhur must move on, for after this kmd reception, I would not have 
my fnends the sahoukars exposed to the chance of being plundered 
by my lawless bends. 

The chiefs separated, and I wus preponng to leavn the room with 
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tliem, wlien Chcctoo called mo back “ Como and tako yonr dinner 
^\itli me,” said, lio, “I donbfc not yonr fncnds the sabonkars bave 
prepared enongb for ns two ” 

I obeyed tbe order, and seated myself at tbe edge of tbe mnsnnd 
Tbo dinner was soon brongbt, and a cboicc repast it was We did 
jnstice to it, for in trutb our travel bad sbarpened onr appetites 
These satisfied, and inhaling tbo fragrant smoko of onr pipes, Cbee- 
too asked me bow I bad managed to brmg about so advantageous a 
reception as be bad mot with 

I related tbe ubole to him, suppressing, however, tbe fact that I 
bad secured for myself so largo a sum os ten thousand rupees , for 
bad I disclosed that, be would presently have helped himself to half 
of it at least Peer Khan was the only person who knew of it, and 
to him alone was I detennincd to entrust it. 

He was delighted , bo bad, I know, determined to raise a largo 
sum, and I bad purposely exaggerated bis probable demand to tbo 
sabonkars , this, and my threats and bints of tbe place being given 
up to plunder on tbe least demur on their parts of paying hand- 
somely, bad been successful 

“You see, Jileer Saliib,” said be, “by your excellent conduct I 
have secured, first, seventy- five thousand rupees , and what is 
over, after eveiy proper Pindbaree has got bis forty rupees, will 
make tbe sum pretty near a lakh which is, you will say, a good 
beginning ” 

“May your prosperity increase, noble Cbeetoo,” said I; “ if your 
slave can help you to a few more sums like the present, be will only 
feel himself too happy, and too honoured by distinction like tbe pre- 
sent For tbe men I bad with me, I made tbe same terms as you 
have accepted for tbe u'bole, and they were well satisfied ” 

“ ^nd tor yourself, Meer Sahib ? ” 

“ I have not got much,” said I , “ perhaps I might have arrogated 
to myself tbe distinction of one of tbe leaders, but I refrained , tbev 
gave me five thousand rupees however, and I am satisfied ” 

“Hay,” said Cbeetoo , “it was too little, my fnend, and I advisa 
you to get as much as you can — next tune And as you have be- 
haved BO well in this instance at tbe bead of tbe advance party, I 
will give it into your command m future, and must satisfy Grbuffoor 
Kl ia n as well as I can , be is a good soldier, but a thick-beaded 
fellow, who IS always for helping himself, and settmg fire to towns 
and villages, by which we seldom get half as much, especially from 
these rich places, as we could do by a bttle management and a few 
soft words ” 

“ May your condescension mcrease, Huwab ' ” cried I , “ your 
servant, Insballa ' wdl never disappoint you ” 

I took leave of him soon afterwards, and joined tbe sabonkars, 

U 
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■who WOT© sitttng bolow comituigthoinoiioj’ -whiohlay In krgo hoops 
on tho floor 

Thoj roccirod rao joyfally nnd orpressod in foroiblo IttngOAg© how 
much ihcT wcro indebted to mo for my nctiro intorfcronco in their 
behalf They wonld havo prcwod on me tho firo hundred mpocs 
they had protniaod when I prescnlod them to Oheotoo, but I ro- 
fneod it. 

“ No, said I { ‘ if I have done yon •emoe, and I think I haro, I 
will not »oU my good oIDcca. Ton have dealt oa well by me as I 
hare by yon so the balance is oven { all I pmy of yon is to let me 
have my money in gold bars, which I can cosily conceal, except a few 
hnndred rupees for present erponscc. 

It is granted, said the sahonknr and I had shortly aftorwards 
the gold m my possession ; and taking a few of the sabonkar s men 
to gnard me, 1 bent my way to tho camp, the bright fires of 'which 
sparUod throngh the darknesi on tho plain beyond tho town, rovcal 
ing many a ■wild group which hnddlod roond them to warm thorn 
boItcs from the effects of the almost chilling mght breeze. I was 
soon at my UUlo tent, whiA consisted of a doth stretched over 
three ipcsji, two of wluoh were stuck into the gronnd, and another 
tied across them as a ndge pole end assisted, by Pear Ehan, I put 
the gold into the bags I bad bod made in the ^ps of my 
and sewed them ow 1 ■was ten thonsand rupees richer m one 
mght I 

This is grand work, said Peer Khan here we have had no 
trouble and if we go on at this rate we shall return far richer than 
after the toil and risk of a hundred Thnggee expeditions. 

I am to have the advance-guard always, I and it ■buH 
bo my O'wn &ult if we do not always secure a good share for my own 
part, I have foreaworu Thuggee, as long as there is a Pinmiaree 
chief to erect hii standard. 

And wo ■will all follow you, he replied ‘^llotee e-nti the others 
are delighted ■with their success, and are m high spinlj there is not 
one of them but has got a good ehare of to-day's wor k , for "we stock 
near you, and were bnbed weD to use our inflnenoe with yon they 
thong^ us all duflhdars, and you know Motee and myself shared ss 

f mrib " 

“ It shall not be my fa'ult, said I, “ if you are not aD dnSadars 
m reahty before long Iiet the Tnpm malrs themselw ackve, and 
drees handsomely j yon are all well mounted, and ■wfll the eye 
of the chief. 

By dawn the next morning I was with Cheetoo The sahoukurs 
had collected the whole of the money by snbeanptions among them- 
■elvee and ooHeotions fr om the town and the whole ■was distribnted 
fiurly I must my, among the Pindharees. "Fjicb dufiadar bore away 
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tlie share of his dufla, and they know too -well the iisk they -erotild 
run if they defrauded any man of his 3 ust duo 

A few hours elapsed, and after a burned meal, every man was on 
his horse, and the liihhur departed to seek fresh plunder in the coun- 
try before them. Yet bcfoio ho sot out, Cheetoo promised, in con- 
sequence of the ready payment of tho sum he received, that in every 
future expedition ho might undertake, tho town of Oomraotee should 
be exempted from contiibutions , and ho kept his word Oomraotee 
was never again plundered, and a largo body of tioops, which were 
stationed there afterwards, effectually deterred small and straggling 
parties from surprising it as we had done 

Onwaids n e dashed I, at tho head of my band, who had now im- 
plicit confidence in me, caracoled along on my gallant horse, with a 
heart as light and happy as the unlimited fieedom of action I pos- 
sessed could make it No thought of caio intindcd, and I was 
spared the pain of seeing the villages we passed through (fiom each 
of winch we levied as much as we could, which was instantly laden 
on the Shootur camels that accompanied us) buraed or plundeied, 
and the inoffensive inhabitants subjected to the cruel tortures of the 
men in the rear, who were often disappointed of booty 

We halted at Kaimjah , a few soldiers who were in the town made 
a feeble defence, and uounded a few of my men as we rushed into 
the place, but they were soon killed or dispersed, and, as a warn- 
ing to other villages, it was given up to sack and rum I could 
never bear the sight of wantou cruelty, and I repaired to my place 
mthe camp, shoitly after wnids I could see, fiom the bright blaze 
which rose from different paits of the vrllnge almost simultaneously 
agamst the cleai grey evening sky, that it was doomed to desk action 
Rapidly the fire spread, while the shouts of the Pindhaiees engaged 
in their horrid work, and the scieams of inhabitants — those of the 
women were fearfully shnll and distinct — made a fit accompaniment 
Bat it was work in which the Pindharees delighted, order, which 
never existed save wheutheie was no excitement, was completely at 
an end, and any attempt to have checked the mad not which was 
gomg on would have been attended most likely with death to tho 
interf ever My own Thugs, too, sat around me, for a Thug is not 
savage, and they had no mchnakon to join in the excesses 

We sat m silence, but our attenkon was soon arrested by the 
figure of a man dragging along a girl, who lesisted to the utmost of 
her power, but who was evidently nearly exhausted I rushed for- 
ward to her lescue, and my eyes fell on the person of Ghuffoor Eliian, 
his savage features exaggerated in their ferocious expression by lust 
and the scene he had been engaged in 

“Ha*” cried he, “Meer Sahib, is that you^ Here have 1 
been working like a true Pmdharee, and have brought off something 
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•worth hfiTUiff } loot nt her manl la bIio not a pen abonn’ Tho 
fool bor motbor muKt needa oppoao me 'when I got into tbeir hoaw 
but I Biloncod her Tnth a throat of mpr sword, and Jo I hero u her 
fair danghtor a worthy mate for a pnncc. Speot, my pretty ono, 
art not thou bonourod at tho prospoot of the ombrncca of Ghuf 
fooT KbanP 

By Alla I Babib, I could haro lollod him, and it would baro been 
an cfiiy piattor to ham dono so, oa ho atood unpreporotL I had half 
drawn my sword from iti scabbard but I rotrmod it I made an 
inward doterminatHm m to hi* Into, and I kept it I Toinly ondea 
vourod to induce him to gim up the girl and lot hor go, but ho 
laughed m my faeo and dragged nor oiL Sbo would fam have fled 
from him and attempted to do so, but be pursued and caught her 
for her tender foot wore ent by the rough gronnd, and I lost sight 
of them both in tho qmckly dosing darknost. Ulsemble gtrl 1 sho 
was a Brahmin s daughter and was spared the degradation of see- 
ing tho light of anofnor day and the misery of returning to her 
desolate homo polluted and an ontcait Gbnfl'oor Khan told mo m 
the morning -with a bcTltah laugh, that he had murdered her os eh© 
tried to poesoci hcraolf of hia ^ggor to plunge into her own heart. 
“ I spared her the tnxblo, ho said- 

Gradually tho flro lessoned in it* fury as Ihore remmoed but lew 
houKS uncousumed, but the Pmdhareo* were still at their wild and 
horrible work, as tho shnoks borne to us ou the night wind too well 
testified. I had heard that these exces843s were sometnnes committed, 
but I hod formed no idea of thoir terrible reality A thousand 
times I formed the resolution to quit the Inbhur and return to my 
home but again the thought, that a few stroggbng horsemen, who 
could give no proper account of thmnBolres, would be immediately 
taken for Pmdnareee, and sacrificed by the now mfunated people of 
the country — this and, I must add, a restless desire fbr farther ad 
Tenturea, caused me to dismiss it Crom my mind. It began to ram, 
too, and we all huddled together in my httle tent, and passed a 
uaory night tfll the moroingbroka Then we wore again m motion, 
ftud the ul fated town of Kannjah, now a heap of smouldenng rums, 
wan soon far behmd us. 

We passed Mungrool and b^nd the town, now in the broad 
daylight, I had an opportunity of seeing the spot -where my first 
Tictim had fallen. I mwi thought that the place where he was 
m a large and dense jungle, so at least it appeared that night m the 
moonli^t, — but it vrs* not so the nvulet -was the aame u when tto 
had passed it, and I itoodonoemoreouthe-vory spot where thesahou 
kar had fallen 1 A thm belt of bushes fringed the stream, and Peer 
Kbaa pomted with a signifloont geature a little higher up than the 
place at which we oros^ It was the hkH where they were huned. 
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and it now seemed a fearfully insecure spot for the concealment of 
our Tictims, — so close to the road, and apparently so thinly screened 
from observation Yet many years had now passed smce they were 
deposited m their last resting-place, and a succession of ramy seasons 
had either washed away their remains or covered them stdl deeper 
with sand 

We passed the spot, too, where our bands had encamped and 
separated , and before me was now a new country, though it little 
differed m character from that we had already traversed 

We halted at Basim, and I greatly feared a repetition of the scenes 
of the past night , but the men were, to my astonishment, quiet and 
orderly, and a handsome contribution levied m the town m all 
piobability saved it From hence, m five marches, we reached 
Nandair on the Godavery, a rich town, and one which promised as 
large a supply to our army as we had got at Oomraotee We had 
feared the news of our approach would have reached it, and that 
the sahoukars and wealthy inhabitants would have fied , but it was 
not so they were completely surprised and at our mercy, for not a 
smgle soldier woi*th mentionmg was there to guaid the place A 
few there certainly were, who shut themselves np in an old fort which 
overhangs the nver and commands the ford , but they kept withm 
the walls, only firmg a matchlock-shot or two whenever any of our 
maraudeis approached too near, we did not molest them, but set 
ourselves to work to levy as large a sum as possible 

As before, the advance-guard had been entmsted to me, and I 
puisued the same system I had done at Oomraotee 

I will not weary you with a repetition of almost the same tale , 
suffice it to say, that one lakh and a half of rupees were collected and 
paid to the army, and I got for my own share nearly three thousand 
rupees, some jewels, and a pair of shawls The town was not de- 
stioyed, mdeed, that would have been impossible, as the houses were 
substantial ones, with terraced roofs , but the suburbs suffered, and 
the huts of the unfortunate weavers were sacked for the fine cloths for 
which the place is famous, — noi in vain, for half the army next day 
appealed in new turbans and waist-bands 

The nver was not fordable, and there was but one boat , we there- 
fore pushed along the noithern bank till we leached Gunga Khan, 
\\heio we were told there were boats and a more convenient ferry , 
nor were we disappomted We crossed with ease durmg the day 
on which wo arrived opposite the place, the men swimming their 
horses across, and the plunder and baggage bemg brought over by 
the boats A few hundred men attempted to defend the town, but 
ituas carried by forcing open the gate, and plundered Wo lost 
some of our men, and I u as grazed on the leg by a bullet, anti dis- 
abled fiom taking active part in the sack of the place Peer Hian 
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and Motco iroro howcrcr not idle, and bronght a goodly heap of 
jowoIb and coin to bwoII the Mnoml Btook. 

From honco ICO penetrated Bonthwnrd- Boeder Bhalkco, the fine 
and flonmhing town of Hoomnnbod (a second Oommoteo) wore lo- 
vemlly plnndCTcd or Imd under hcaTyoontnbntionfl TThllo tB* 
lapo whioh hw in our route Tvas moked, and too often homed and 
destroyed from Hoomnnhod I led three hundred men to Knlli 
anec, a few coss distant but wo found the alarm had boon gircu 
and that all the noh inhabitants had talcon rofngo m the fort, whidi 
It a Tery strong ono, and to ns was impregnablo Snch was the 
dread wo Inspir^ however that tho dofondon of it remained (iniotly 
withm it, and allowod us to keep quiet possession of the town uU the 
next rooming when we again n^oincd tho main body 

Wo dctcondcd by a pass In the hills to the rflla^ of Chincholee 
which was of course plundered, and we followed a direct southwardly 
ronto, burning and plundering every place in our way till the broad 
and deepstreom of the Knihna ofTcctunllT opposed our farther pro- 
gresv Here tho luhhur halted for some days ; forage was plontifnl 
every one was loaded with money and we enjor^ ourwlTes in our 
encampment os true Pindharccs, Danemg girui wore seixed from 
all parts of the surroundfaig country thougb no violenee was ever 
o0er^ to them, and they amused us with their songi and perform 
ancee, and left us whoa wo wore again put in notion well satisSed 
and wen rewarded and tcgrottinff that they could not accompany us 

Oheetoo was wrong to have h^ted, for the alarm that Pindharce* 
were out had flown uirough the country and m our march towards 
Koolhurgnh we got no plunder worth mantioning Koolburgah we 
found ^amsoned and prepared for our reception so relmquishmg 
our doBiguB upon Sholapoor and tho noh towns of Baraeo snd Wyrtiff 
we stmek off m the direction of Bfaeer Pyebm and Aumngabad, 
hoping to surprise tho latter though we feared it would bo well 
gairuioned. 

But I was detarmmed to s ur pr is e Barsee wnd Wyrag if I conH, 
and I laid mypropoeab for the expedition before dheetoo He 
readily aceeeded to my request, at which Qhuffoor TThftn ttss ex 
tromeJy ttvage and taking with me three hundred ttibti, the beet I 
oould select, and dmding them into duflhs under my own Thugs, 
I left the mam body at the town of ABund, and dashed on towards 
Tohtpoor from whOToe there is a pas# mto the low country 

ToTjspoor has httle to recommend it but the temple of Bbowanoe 
whwh IS a place of pilgrimage and though I knew there were 
hoards of jewels m the poasessiOD of the Brahmins, yet, os many of 
my men were Hindoo#, they would not hear of the temples bemg 
sa^ed, and I was forced to content myself with levying a few 
thoumnd rupee# from the mhabitanta. 
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WvTng •^\as oiir next nnn. nncl "uo wore F;nccc‘?':fnl Our force 
•wns supposed to be n of ^NlnlnaHn lioi lio ^\ ore ]cno^\ n to 

be in ibo (b'^tiicf nnd i-vero nlloncd to enter tlic iown unopposed 
We ‘Jicbcd it nnd crot n Inr^o bool}*, for tbcic was no time fora 
propo'^sl of contribution, indeed T tboucrlit not of tlint nlfoi native, 
not could I restmin my men after (beir loti" mnicb Yet tlicy 
■ucre not cruel, nor did I Imr of niiv of tlieiii linviu" torluied any 
one nnd (lie inlinbitants pa\e iiji enougb of tlieir Aniu.ibles to satisfy 
ibem easily Here uc lieaid Hint the ricaln ue lind been misfnlccn 
for -was nt Bnrsee, and as tint place lay in our direct road to Bhcci, 
where wc in ere to lom the main body, I uns obliged to give up my 
intention of procccdinrr tlin>u"h it, there uas also n Jaigo body of 
the Ymam’s horse at Buu'ndah, and I feniod that wo might be cut 
ofl' An instaut icturn by the road \\e liad come uns our only al- 
ternative and .after a feu boms’ icst wo veio again in oni saddles, 
and travelling ns fast ns wc could urge our hoi-os tountds Tol]a- 
poor Nobly did mv gallant horse cany mo that, dny , most of tho 
men dosed theirs vuh ojmim to insuic their bottom, but my good 
charger needed it not niid ho was almost as ficsh when wo again 
reached Toljapoor, ns when he had left it 

Here wc rested a day to lefrcsh oui solves, and after that, push- 
ing on, wo m 01 took tho mam body nt Bhccr, whcio they were 
encamped I hnd boon bafllcd in pait of my design, yet Chcetoo 
loccnod with gieat complacency ten thousand rupees in money, and 
nearly tho same amount in ;]cwels, which I piesentcd to him m full 
dm bar as the results of my enterpiisc, for this ho invested mo with 
a diess of honom, and presented me AMth a good hoise fiom among 
his owiu 


CHAPTER XXXY 

RELATES HOW, EKCOURAGED BT HIS SOCCESS, OIIEETOO BLANS ANOTHER 
EXPEOraON ON A LARGER SCALE, AND HOW AMEER ALI JOINED IT 

Bheer was Backed and given up to rapine and excess for two whole 
days , and when we left it scarcely a rag remained to tho miserable 
inhabitants It was piteous to see them raking together a few posts 
of wood, many of them half humed, and erecting wretched hovels, 
which they covered with green houghs, to screen themselves from 
the cold wmds of the night They suffered the ravage of their 
town passively, for there were no soldiers to protect it , and what 
could they have done against a well-armed and savage horde like 
ours ? 

Pyetun, on the Godavery, shared the same fate, and though 
many of the nch inhabitants had fled for refuge to Anrungahad, 
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yot oncrngh romainod for oar purpose You know perhaps, that 
this plnco IS colobnvtod for a manumoturo of brocaded muslins, only 
inferior to those of Bonarocj and at that time there was an acUro 
demand for them, to supply the oourts of Poona and Ilydembad 
you may judge, thoroforo, of the Tulno of the plunder wo got. 
Uheetoo a camels and elephants wore laden to the utmost none of 
us fared budly and our own stock wus now so largo of ono vain 
able or another that I hardly thought wo should have been enabled 
to cany it with ns. I need not follow onr track mnch farther with 
minuteness suiHoo it thereforo to say that wo passed the Adjnntsh 
Ghat, not bowerer without being closely pressed, by some troops of 
tho Fenn^hccs but we eluded Uiem by a rapid march or two and 
after a vom attempt on Boorhonpoor wo stmok off to the right by 
the vnlloy of tho Taptee, and in a few days weio safely returned to 
the comp at Nomawnr 

In little more than three months we had travorsod tho nohest 
port of the broad tomtory of tho Nitam we had eluded his troops 
and those of the Fenughees, and laughed at their beards we had 
plundered his noheat towns with impunity and w© had rotumed, 
with seared^ the loss of a man, laden with plunder of enormous 
value. So nob was it, that the sahonkara of Nemawur after pur 
chasing all they could from us, were unable to find further funds 
to buy up the whole and merciiaDts from Ocgom, and Indoor and 
ali the noighbourmg largo oibes, wore sent lor to our nob markel 

In due tune all Lid K>en puitdiased, and every man prepared to 
return os quickly as be could to his home, with ^e prooeeru of his 
booty I need not say how my heart bounded at tho prospect of 
again seeing mme, snu laying at my Azeema s feet tho wealth I hud 
acquired, nor tho plessuro she would ozpenenoo in mo 

reoount the wild odrentnres I had gone through. I accordingly 
purchased all tho ^Id I oould, as also did my men, and hirtTig two 
swift oamelB, 1 loaded them with it and the valuabhs doths we had 
reoeived for our own use, and was reedy for a rapid march to Jhs- 
lone when I oould mwive my dismissal from Oheetoo s durbar 
This it was not an easy matter to attain, for I had served the chief 
faith ftiTIy he had oonndenoo m my address and aobvi^ and was 
loath to part with me, fearing I would not return to his standard. 

The day I went to take leave he would not reoeive my porting 
gift, nor give me the usual oeremonial ret orn of ufcr and on 
my deporture and I sat in the durbar m gloamy "^onght, tlntt 
perhaps treaoharT was intended towards me — a poor return for my 
oxortioaa. But I was wrong ho caDed me towards him whan but 
few remained, and appomting a late hour in the night for an mter 
view and private oonveraation, desired me to bo punctual, for that 
he had matters of importance to reraal to mg. 
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I returned to my abode m better bope, yet still suspeekng, and 
almost mclined to follow tbe advice of Peer Khan and the rest, 
who would fam have bad me fly, as tbe only means of pieserving 
our money I did not however entirely mistrust Cbeetoo , but I 
deteimmed, if be put me ofi" witb furtber words, and caused me 
more delay, that I would at once leave bim m tbe best way I could 
I accoidmgly attended at tbe bour appomted, wbicb was past 
midnigbt I found tbe cbief alone I bad never before been so 
honoured as to be admitted to an entiiely private conference, though 
I bad been allowed a seat m his councils, and my suggestions bad 
been followed on more than one occasion I could not divme what 
was to ensue 

“ Be seated, Syud,” said Cbeetoo , “ I have much to say to thee ” 
“ Speak on, Kuwab,” I replied , “ your words are sweet to your 
servant, and they will fall on ears which will convey their meaning 
to a heart devoted to your service ” 

“ Listen then,” said be “ But first I will ask you what you 
thought tbe ob3ect of tbe last expedition to be P ” 

“ Its object • ” cixed I “ Why, I suppose, only to get as much 
money as you could for yourself and your men, so as to be ready to 
take advantage of tbe war which sooner or later must ensue between 
tbe lilabrattas and tbe Permghees — may their race be accursed ! I 
never could divme a deeper object, though 1 have thought upon tbe 
subject myself, and beard many opinions expressed by others ” 

I “You are partly right,” said be, “but not entirely, now you 
shall bear tbe whole, and what my furtber projects are ” 

I settled myself into an attitude of profound attention, and drank 
m bis words as be proceeded 

“ Yon have bad a watchful eye upon tbe tunes, Meer Sahib, and 
I expected it from you You may have beard that Tippoo Sultan — 
on whose memory be peace ' — would fam have enbsted tbe Nizam 
and tbe whole of tbe Mabrattas m one confederacy to overthrow 
and extirpate tbe Permghees Had bis plans been successful be 
would have done it , but, a curse on bis avance * be bad an under- 
plot to divide the Nizam’s territories with tbe Mabrattas, which 
was discovered, Alla only knows bow, and a curse on tbe luck of 
tbe Penngbees, who overthrew tbe only power which, while it lasted, 
upheld tbe digmty of tbe Moslem’s faith ’ Tippoo is gone, and his 
pnwer Perhaps you are not aware that at this moment, though 
Holbar is sorely disabled from what be was, and Smdia has made 
a base league of passiveness with tbe Permghees, a deep confederacy 
exists among tbe Mahratta states, and pai-ticularly between those 
of Poona and Nagpoor, to nse simultaneously and declare war 
agamst the usurping and never-satisfied Europeans Sikundur Jab 
wiU join with the Permghees — not that be can do much, for bis 
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army ii miaoinblo, nnd hla loodofB bftro Boitlior nUU nor Lmveiy 
but still bo will bcfncnd thorn to tho ntmOTt, and lus dominions are 
opon to tho passn« and subsistonco of thmr troops, nnd in them 
positions can bo taken up which Trill sorely hnmss tho fatnro opera 
tions o£ tho itabratta loadora. My Inst cxpodltion was therefore 
mtendod (nnd by tho faTonr of Alia, it has ancceoded) to imporonsh 
Sikuodnr Jah a country to keep the people m a c ons tant atate of 
nlfirTn, and need I odd, to fill our own pnfhcs. 

Now luten ogam Jo olTect my pnrpoio thoronghly nnd to 
distract tho attention of ^o Enropcans Lrom tho propamtions of the 
Mohrottas, those oxpoditions most bo rapid in sncccsaion to Imro 
thmr dno ofTccL Ono half of tho Unzoors dominions hnvo boon 
aaoked, and tho othor half romaine Inshnlla ! it ihnll abaro the 
same &te The Fenngbccs will be kept in n perpotoal state of 
alarm they will follow ns Tamly from place to place, but I fear 
thorn not. I have langbod at tuoir beards once, and will do so 
ogam. They «ha1l know who Oheotoo Pindharee is, and to their 
cost Not only sliall the cowardly Nisarn snfier bnt the ndi pro 
nnccs of tho Foringbcca shall bo wasted. I will cross the Krishna 
the nrer wiU bo fordable, or nearly so and the whole of the pro- 
Tinees which are not e r vur r u fl by their troops shall bo prostrated be- 
fore my power This will exbanst their reeouroes and paralyio their 
efibrts. Tho ifahrattoa will then rue to a man. I will join them 
for 1 hare been promiied a high command hi thmr anniee, and 
temtones after their conqnesfc and we will nsc, Meer Bahib— yea, 
«M, I say for these ■timng times are the fit ones for sneh as myaelf 
and yon — Tnihalla I we will take adrantnge of them, and wm uimu 
for ooraelree which posterity ohall wonder oh 

It u a rare plan said I, " and a deep one, while the game 
seems easy to play I can find no &iilt with it bnt will not the 
Fenngheei be prepared for ns, and meet na whererer we ihow onr 
faces}' 

Nol oned he rebemently diey will notl ounnnig as they 
are, I will be before them m the field They now thmk that, glutted 
with plander we ahall remam qmetly here, itTitl be fools enough to 
wait tor another Dnaera before we are again on the more} but they 
are wrong to a Tn*n and here has Iw-m the cause of my apparent 
eeareoj with you. I oonld not proclaim it m my durbar that I had 
planned anoier eipeditian some pratmg fool would hare blabbed 
of it at ins home, and the news would hare flown over the country 
in a week. No I have kepi it secret, except firom a few Rnd they 
are my chief leaders, every ono of whom hai a thousand men at his 
T^V Hear me I am determined, by the favour of APw^ to move 
hflnnw at the head of a larger army than the last has be6n,m a space 
of trma under two montha. Say will you come P I will give yon 
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tlie command of a tliousand horse, for I love you and depend upon 
you. Can yon letum from Jlialone m that time ? I have no ■wish, 
to detam you here a man’s home is dear to him wheieverit is, and 
you are light to letnrn to it Tet tell me that you ■will join me 
■within two months, and •what I have promised I will perform ” 

“I vnll,” cned I , “ may your condescension mciease, your slave 
will take advantage of youi bounty In less than two months, 
though I travel mght and day, I will come, and bring more men 
■with me ” 

“ The more the better,” said Cheetoo “ Take the best horse from 
my stable if you ■wish it, he cannot be m better hands than your 
own , and as you •wdl want camels, take, too, as many as you require 
from my O'wn fleet ones Load them lightly and they keep up 
with you. And now go I am weaiy in mmd and body, and need 
repose"! you, I doubt not, will start with the morning’s da-wn Go, 
and may peace be ■with you ' ” 

I left him, and joyftilly rejoined my associates I knew the secret 
was safe ■with them , and as I unfolded the deep plan to them, they 
were lost m wonder and admiration at Cheetoo’s sagacity and fore- 
thought To a man they swore to jom me, and to follow my for- 
tunes through good or ill Meriily we set off the next mornmg, and 
qmckly miles and miles of road d^appeared under the hoofs of our 
fleet and hardy steeds In far less tune than it had taken us to 
come, we had reached Jhalone, unlooked-for and unexpected, and 
with a joyful bound I crossed my o'wn threshold, and was agam 
clasped m the embrace of my Azeema What words can pamt our 
joy P I caxmot describe it , my heart was too full for utterance, as 
I was agam seated m my own zenana, and beheld the frohes and 
gambols of my beauteous child My father, too, rejoiced with me , 
but there was an eye of evil upon us our cup of joy was fated to 
be no Boonei fllled to the brim than 'to be dashed from our bps 
That eye was the rajah’s But more of that hereafter 

Hot that I neglected him the pnees of his horses were duly paid, 
and I presented "to him a valuable strmg of pearls, ■with some beau- 
tiful cloths, the plunder of Pyetun, and a tray of fifty- one gold 
pieces One would have thought he would have been satisfied, but 
it was not so , yet he was all smiles and congratulations I was 
invested with a dress of hono'ur, and encouraged privately (for he 
secretly knew of the new enterprise), to farther exertions, and 
cheered on by him to ■wm distinction and renown Base bar and 
murderer • he deceived me , but who could have guessed his 
thoughts ? 

As soon as I could, I despatched Peer Khan and Motee ■with two 
of the others in various directions, to offer terms of employment and 
the prospect of booty to as many Thugs as they knew to be good 
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mem and good borsomon — tholatlor •mu a qnnlUlcotjon in 'wbich bnt 
fow ThugB excelled j novcrtboloh*, m tbo apneo of ton dnja tboj" n> 
torned inth twelve otbera, some of whom I know and nil were 
stated to bo rcsolnto men woll acquainted with tbo neo of their 
weapona. Tbor were orutiljr pronded with boTBca from the mjah s 
stablcB u the flnrt hod been for ho had rccoirod moro than double 
their Tnlno, and ^ onld now bare naked hia whole atnd on the aame 
terma, I oxaminod thmr arms, and rojectod anch ns were dofoctive 
anppljing them with othora Onr aaddica 'woro nowlj atniTcd, and 
ovory preparation which onr oxpononce conld in):*gest waa made for 
even a longer and moro ordnona ontarpnso than that from which tto 
had ^t rotnmed- 

Bnt little tune now remained to me to enjoy the qmot pcaocfal 
ne*3 of my home and now that I was thoro, I wronld fom have novor 
ogam left it. Wealth I had in abondanco, onongh for many ytara 
and I 'waa m a ntnotion from which 1 conld havo nsen to a high 
civil omplormont, in tho management of roTenno m the rajoha 
country Still, tho desiro for adventnro •wna not blontcd^ and above 
all, the protDiao I had given to Ohcetoo oonld not bo evaded or 
scgleotod and had he not promoedme the command of a thonaand 
monP This hod mnoy charms in my sght; and abonld hia plans 
imcceed, to what rank m^ht I not nto by m^ exertions, irhen tho 
Jlahnttns overthrew the Enropeans •pd the Kisam, and their broad 
dominions were ■Dortionod ont to 'the go'vemment of their faithful 
loaderal These Uioughti urged me to a rpeody departure and tear 
ing myself from my -wifo I left the town, -with the blesainga of my 
father and tho apparent goodwill of the niiah, who 'wished me evei^ 
suocees, and preaented me with a Talualue a word as a mark of hia 

T nal faronr 

■was soon ogam with Oheetoo, -who received me with great joy 
I found him busied with the large prepamticini he 'was TTutlrmg for 
hi* mtended expeditiom By this time the news of unmenae 
booty he had oolieoted in hia Srst expedition had spread through all 
lands far and near j thousands had flocked to Nemawnr to offer 
themselves to his eemoe, m the hope that they might partake m 
the next j and h-ondreds -were a rr ivin g daily to sweS the numbers 
of the already assembled malbbida. A. difOonlt task it was to allot 
the •various tribes and mdindnaU to the command of the different 
leaders j and my aid -was asked ly Oheetoo, and as readily gxren, to 
organise as ^ as 'we could the heterogeneerns tthi— . 

It was no easy task, for the men -would have profenwd acting 
mdependently and on their own acooimt but fbi« did not amt 
Cheetoo a intenticma, as hia urtipfaon, though for the sole purpoee of 
ravage and plnnder ■was to bo of a more regular kind the pre- 

ceding Ghnffbor Klian was there m all his lavsgenets, looking for 
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ward to the hnrning of towns and the torture of inoffensive persons, 
with a desire winch had received additional zest fiom his previous 
experience "We were on cml terms, hut I had never forgotten that 
night at Karmjah, and the memory of the wretched Hindoo girl, and 
her snffermgs and mUrder In tins expedition I felt assured that 
he would give no check to his passions , and I only waited a fa- 
vourahle opportunity to arrest his career of crime by a stioke of re- 
tributive justice , until this ai rived, I was determmed to cultivate 
his acquaintance as closely as possible, in order that he might he the 
more suiely my own 

Our preparations were now made , upwards of ten thousand good 
horse were already enrolled, and the number of their followers was 
beyond computation How they existed on their own resources 1 
know not, but they did so, and right merrily too, for our camp was 
one scene of revelry and enjoyment As a final ceremony, Cheetoo 
held a general durbar, at which all the chiefs and leaders were 
present he disclosed his plan of operations, which was, to penetrate 
through the terntones of the rajah of Hagpoor to the south-east- 
ward, and passing through the foiests and jungles of Gondwana, to 
pour his forces on the almost unprotected provmces noith of Masn- 
hpatam , from thence to cross the Krishna, to ravage the country as 
far as Kumool, and to return from thence in the best way we could 
to Hemawur This plan of operations was received with glad shouts 
by the assembly, the army outside the tent took them up, and the 
air was rent with ones of exultation It was a spirit-strmng mo- 
ment, all partook of the joy, and the chiefs eagerly besought Cheetoo 
to lose no tune in his departure Hor did he Prepared as the 
whole were to move at a moment’s warning, the order was given 
that the army should cross the Hurbudda the next day. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Dufte. — I am sorry for thee , thou art come to answer 
A stormy adversary, an inhuman wretch 
Incapable of pity, void and empty 
Prom any show of mercy 

Merchant of Yenxce Act iv , Sc 1 

At the head of the advance, which consisted of my thousand splendid 
horsemen, I was the first to cross the nver, now fordable , and we en- 
camped on its farther hank, m the same spot we had occupied scarcely 
five months before, almost doubled m numbers, and with the pro- 
spect of a brilliant foray before us I shall not speak of how we 
traversed the rajah of Hagpoor’s terntones, or penetrated through 
jungles and forests which tiU now had hardly ever been traversed 
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br nrmjcs. Wo fujrered oflon sad for tho •mint of water but 

nil boro up noblj' nud at loit onr hordo mahod upon the fortflo 
plnluji of tuo nortboTO Oircara, and ovorTthing foil boforo it. licny 
■WTiB ebown to nouo, our army cpirad itaelf oror n tract of oonutiy 
numy miles in breadth, and every viUago m its route was saclred and 
redneod to rubes 

On -wo msbed at tho ruto of Ion and fifteen com dailyi noither 
mounuuna nor nrera impeded n*} m tho Isngnago of hyperbole, wo 
doTonred tho fonnor and drank up tho latter Troops there irero 
none to oppose us and if tharo had been any they wuuld havo been 
trampled under tho feet of oar nctonons squadrons. Yet sro had no 
disposition to fight it •mu no port of our plan. If wo hoard of re* 
oistanco likely to bo ofiered, we diverged from tho spot, for •what 
•wcmld have been the nse of exposing oarselvos to encounters, m 
•which, though sure of yiotory •we thomd have lost many of our men 
and crippled our faturo operations P 

After somo days wo reached Qnntoor where wo knew there •was a 
largo treasure collected tho rovoono of tho province wo had desolated- 
To gam this was on ok^ect on which Chootoo bad set his heart, as 
he hid heard it omoantM to many lakhs of rupees, and it belonged 
to the detested Europeans. Hy men rushed with yells more Kke 
those of domoQS than men npon tho devoted town. To restrain them 
•would hare boou vain, and I did not aUempi it. It •was thoroughly 
sacked m the uresence of the Bntiah oiBoeta, •who confined them 
seTres to a boildmg m which was the treasure) and I must say they 
defended their oharge uobly No Pmdharee could show himsejf 
near the spot -withoQt being a target for a volley of musketry and 
though I importuned Cbeetoo to allow mo to storm the builaing at 
the head of my nsala, he would not hear of it He hwd been de* 
oeivod, he said, about there being troops to defend it and though 
I always thought there were but few yet ho exaggerated ih^ 
nurabcTB, and relmquiahed his detorminatioii- 

In revenge, howerer for our diaappoiatment, •we plundered the 
houses of the offloers, broke oil their furniture, and set fire to many 
of them eftarwards, m the hope that this would draw them hum 
their post, end expose them to tho oharge of the horse They •were 
too wise howoTor to rentnre forth, and mnotantly we left the place 
from which •we had promiaod ourselves so larce a boo^ not, now 
ever that what we did get -was inoonaidBrah^ though many 'were 
disappomted. 

I was not so. I had, with my own Thugs, seiaed npon a roopect- 
ablo lookmg house, which -we defended against tho Pmdliarees who 
attempted to enter end we despoiled its inmniM, a large family of 
noh Hindoos, of all their wealoi ornaments, to the amount of 
nearly thir^ thousand rupeea. We did it too without torture, for 
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I never permitted tTiat, tliougli wo wcio oWiged to nso tin eats in 
abundance 

Laden -uitli our spoil wo left tlic town in tlio afternoon, and by 
eight the straggling aimy v as again encamped at a distance of nearly 
ten coss from it, sccuic against any pnisuit 

'We crossed the Kiishiia, and penetrated nearly as far ns Knrpah, 
where wo heard there vas inoic ticnsuro belonging to the English 
Government But we v ei e disappointed m this also The oflicors 
who guarded it verc on the alcit, and the station vas guarded by 
troops, wo therefoio avoided any collision with them, and directed 
our course towards Kurnool Hero, also, wo were beaten off, but we 
crossed the nver, and again cntcicd the Ni/am’s tenitoiy, closely 
pursued by a body of English cavalry, w ho, how ever, did not cross 
after ns A consultation was now held, and it was detei mined that 
oui lubhur should sepai-atc into tlnee bodies, both for the sake of 
destioying and mi aging a laigcr tract of countiy than wo could do 
united, and of moio easily evading the tioops w’hich now watched 
our movements in every duection One body therefore took a 
western course along the banks of the nver, another an eastern 
one, and a third a middle course 

That which took the eastern lond was the one with which Cheotoo 
remamed, and with it were Ghuffoor Khan and myself We were 
to pass through the country to the castwaid of Hydembad, and regain 
the Nagpoor teiritoiies by the great north road thiough Niimul I 
was now the sole companion of Ghuffoor Khan , so long as the other 
leaders remained, ho was mostly m their company, but now their 
absence drew us together, and I may almost say that we lived in the 
same tent, if tent it could be called, which served to shelter us from 
the excessive heat of the w'eather Keed I mention that I was a 
constant witness to his cruelties ? They were of every-day’s occur- 
rence, and to show you the man’s nature, I shall relate one as a 
specimen of thousands of a similar kind that he committed 

We reached a town, the name of which I forget, noi does it signify 
now , as usual, it was entered pell-mell by the horde, and the work of 
destruction commenced Why should I conceal it P I was as busy as 
the rest, and not a house or hut of any description escaped my fol- 
lowers and myself Ghuffoor Khan was busy too I had completed 
my work, I had tom ornaments fiom the females, teirified their 
husbands and fathers mto giving up their small hoards of money , 
and having got all I could I was preparing to leave the town m 
company with my Thugs, who never separated from me We were 
passmg through the mam street on our return, when our attention 
was attracted to a good-lookmg house, from which issued the most 
piercmg screams of terror and agony 

I mstantly dismounted, and bidding my men foUow me, we rushed 
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trto tho houTO. Norer nliall I foi^t tho eccno Trhich mot my ojcs, 
Trhcn tro miolicd tho placo from whonoo tio sorcami proceeded. 
There ttm Ghnflbor Khnn, with botcq or eight of hii mon onpnged 
in a hdmd trorL. Three dead bodies lay on tho floor ■vroltormg in 
thoir blood, Trhich perarod from tho still warm corpses. Ttto frore 
fine young men, tho other an oldorlj womiui. 

Before GhufToor Khan stood a Tonomblo mon snflennp under tho 
torture of haring a horses nooo-bng foil of hot ashes tied oror hia 
month while one of tho klian s fonowers stmoh him incessantly on 
tho beet with the hilt of his sword. The misemblo w r etch was half 
choked and it was beyond hia power to hare nttcrod a word in reply 
to tho interrogntioni which wero thundered m his enr by the khan 
himself os to whore his treasnro wns conccalod Throo young women 
of great bonnty wore engaged in a fnutleas scuffle with tho others 
of GhnlFoor Khan s party and thoir disordered appearance and 
hcart^roDding shrieks too well told what bad been their fate pre- 
vious to my entrance. 

What could I do P I dared not openly have attacked tho khan, 
though I half drew my sword from the scabbard, and would hare 
rosbed on him but be wns my snponor and had 1 then put bun 
and his men to death, it could not have been concealed from Oheetoo, 
—and what would haro been my fato P So checking the momontary 
imnnUo, which I had so nearly followed, I approached him and 
onaearorored to withdraw his attenbon from ^e homble work in 
which he was engaged 

Como, Khan Sahib ” I cned, “i:«r ns is a house whioh has re- 
aiated my utmost eflbrts to enter 1 want yon to aid me and, 
Inshafla f it will repay the trouble for I have beard that it is full of 
money and jewels, as tho famOy is noh>” 1 did not tall a he, for I 
KAd endeayonred to break open the gate of a large honse, but de- 
sisted when I was informed that it was Tminhabati^. 

Wait awhile, said he j I hayo had rare sport here. These fools 
must needs oppose our entrasoe with drawn weapons, and I got a 
scratch on the arm from one of them myself, Bnt what could they 
do — the kafirs 1 against a true beherer P They fell m thin rooni, 
and their old mother too by my own sword. My men hare been 
■musing themselyos with their wires whilrt I, yon see am trying 
to get what I can out of this obstinate old nllsm bnt he will not 
listen to reason, and I hare been obliged to rnnt-A bjm taste bot 
ashes.” 

“ Perhaps he has naught to ^ive," said I at any rate he cannot 
speak while that bag is over his month let it be romoTed, and we 
tnll hear what be has to say 

Try it, said the khan but we shAll make nothing of bun, 
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“ K-'niovo iltc* I'T^. ' rtK fl 1 <o fill* rtjulli!'n''o ^\l^o bolinid 
Inm ' bl 1 iiu •'jmU ntl Innu’' Mtino In*' iluont is full of 

Tin' Intr i'' rojniniil. und n \i ‘•'-i 1 full i>f v ‘loi. ^^hu'll \.ns in a 
rornof of tlio ro.>in lt-.n5'’lii uxl put t » ln'> lips, but ho r(]cctcd 
it \Mth laitlniiLT bu bo w.o u Hii.tb’u aiul n HmIuuiu 

“ llrmk ’ ' irutl tbo uifur!"'' <1 bb-n at boboltbutr lus tji'stuic, 
“ (Inuk n' b\ -Ml > 1 V. ill fur. <' It dowutln tliinii Kniir, lo^^bnm 
tho uriuo of H c i\\ 3" n ib 1 , <t i-. * thoU rofiiso unfor ftoiu llio 

bauds of u Mosloui 

‘ ]lloinl-;]iir‘-t\’ uomI,” ‘-nd tbo o’d lu'iu m i 110 ^- 1 % \oirc, “uat^'i 
from tb> baud'- o~ .aiu of tu\ <niur<tl ru o vonld jkusou juo I 
A\oidd inihci drink in lUiU * i>u s bb’id, ^^bub w ^lo^\^u ■4 } ondoi, 
til lu snob ]H)llution ” 

‘3Ia’ s tb'iu so 5 tbrji. in tin u'uuo of tbo bb sscd Piojdiot 
thou fIi vlt tast^a it lltro, Sumuiul Kban ' ‘ otiio U}i fiom tlu' 
llooi j yondir IS a t up— fill it to tlu' bi iiu , tbc old man slmll dniik 
it, as bo a.ould tbo nino of ]i irubs- 

“Hold' ’ <ncd 1 lo fllmflio'' Kb ‘ii , ‘‘\ou Mould not do f-o in- 
linman .an net ’’ 

‘‘Xay inicrfcu' not ” s-nd tbo 1 bun, Fit tint: bis tccib , “jou mul 
I r^fcci S ibib an fnends — b( nsnmnn so, but mo sb ill fjunricl if 
lam luiubrcd m nn jniipo'O, nnd b is he not s ml lie picfoircd that 
to ])uro 1. itor 

iSuimnid Klian bad colUcted (bo blood and the cup M.as half filled 
Miib iboM.atan red liquid — a borriblo drnigbt mIiicIi bo noM pre- 
sented to the miscnble fitlicr *' Drink ' ’ said lie, onbnng tbo cup 
asilh a mock polite gesture, ‘‘think it G inges aiatcr, and itMill 
open tby lic.arl to toll us mIhuo tli^ tu isurcs arc ” 

Gbnfioor IsHiau laugbed loudly “]5y Alla > thou bast a inro Mat, 
Sumund Ivban, tlio idea pboiifd bo m niton in a book, I Mill tell 
Cbcetoo of it ” 

But the old man turned from (licm a\itli loathing, and bis chest 
heaved ns though he Mere nhout to he sick 

“ There’s no use Mrnsting time,” cried Glmifooi Kdinn , “open his 
month Math your dagger and pour the draught into it ” 

It M ns done , hy Alla * sahib, the two did it before my eyes, — 
fiends that they a^e^e ' Hot only did they ponr the blood down tho 
old man’s throat, hut in forcing open his mouth they cut his lips in 
a ghastly manner, and his cheek a\as laid open 

“How tell ns Mdiero tho gold is'” cried Ghnflboi Kbnn “Of 
what nso is this obstmacy P Knowest then not that thy life is in 
my power, and that ono blow of my sword will send theo to Jeha- 
num, M-hero those fools aro gone before theo ?” and he pomted to 
the dead 


X 
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Stritol” prifKl tho iTifforor “etrikol your bloir will V> 'vrcl 
como I am old fit for death- "\Vliy do yo delay P” 

“ Bat tlio Rold, the treasures I roared tho klmn, stampuig on the 
groantL ‘ ‘Why, oro you a fool P” 

Gold, I hflvo told yo I haro none,” ho rophod “I told you so 
at first, but yo would not Lsten- Wo gave you all wo had, and yo 
wero not Ktlrfed- Yo havo murdered my sons and mr wife, and 
dishonoured my donghtcra. Kill ns oil, and wo will bo tlmnlrfah” 

" Hoar 1iirr> I enrf. tho khan savogoly j ho mocks us. Oh tho 
wilfnl wioLodnoss of ago I is it not provtadnil P Ono of you bring 
Bomo oil and a light wo will soo whothor this humour can stand 
my final test, which never yet fiiDed- 

By timo tho hoaso wo* fnll of Flndharocs and, if I had 
wished it, I hod not darod to interfere further I stood loolong oh, 
detomunod to lot lnm hare lus courio ho was only hastening his 
own fato, and why should I prevent it P 

Tho oil was brought, itnd a quantity of rags wnro torn from the 
dhotoca or woost-clotha of tho murdcuod men. They were dipped 
in the oil, and wound round tho fingers of the old man to a* great a 
thioknesa os was potsdelo. 

“ Now bring ft light, cned the khan, ** and hold him fest. 

A light was landued, wnii the man hold it m his hand. 

I give you ft lost ohance md the IfTiAP, speaking from between 
his oloaed tooth “ you know I dare say tho use ytmr fingers will 
be put to, ^ quick and answer or 1 make torche* of th em , 
f>Tiri they whull light me to yoar treosurea, which, I warrant, are hid- 
den in some doric hole. 

“ Do yoar worst, answered tho old twati m a desperate tone. 
“ Te will not kill mo and if my sufianngs will m any way gratify 
yon, even lot it bo so — for haroynn has given me into your power 
ond it IS hia will and not youre which does this. You will not hoar 
me cry out, though my arms were burnt off to the sooketa. I spit 
at you I” 

”Light tho ragsl roarod Ghuflbor ITbim ”thia is not to be 
ending 

They were bt one by ono they biased up, while his hands were 
forcibly hnld down to hia sides to ecoelon^ the efibet of the fire. 
Alla, Alia I it was a sicLeiung sight. The t v arm flwh of the fin 
gers hissed under the hla»A of the oOed rags, which were fed from 
time to tamfl with fresh oil, as men pour it upon a torch. 

The old mon had overrated his strength. What nerres could 
bear such exquisite torture P Hia were piteous, fuid would 

have melted a heart of stone but Ghuffoor Kttftn heeded them not 
he stood glutting hia savage soul with the sufferings of the wrettked 
oreatnre before aim, ajid ftaking him from trmfl to time^ with the 



CONFESSIONS OF A TEUG. 


m 


grm of a devil, ■wlietlier lie -wotild disclose his treasures But the 
person he addressed was speechless, and after nature was fairly ex- 
hausted he sank down m utter insensibility 

“ Ton have killed him,” I exclaimed “ For the love of Alla, let 
him alone, and let ns depart , what more would you have ? Either 
he has no money, or he not give it up ” 

“ Where he those daughters of a deffled mother ?” cned he to 
his followers, not heeding what I said to him “ Wliere are they ? 
hrmg them forward, that I may ask them about the money, for 
money there must he ” 

But they too were dead * Ay, they had been murdered also , by 
whom I know not, but them bodies were found in the next room 
weltering m then blood 

The news was brought to the khan, and he was more savage than 
ever he gnashed his teeth like a wild beast , he was fearful to 
look on 

The old man had revived, for water had been poured on his face 
and on his fingers He raised himself up, looked wildly about him, 
and then gazed piteously on his mutilated hands Were they men 
or devils by whom he was surrounded ? By Alla ' sahib, they were 
not men, for they laughed at him and his almost unconscious actions 
“ Speak cned the khan, staking him with' his sword, “ speak, 
kafir ' or more tortures are m store for thee ” 

But he spoke not — ^he was more than half dead , misery and tor- 
ture had done their utmost 

The khan drew Jins sword Again he cned “Speak'” as he 
laised the weapon above his head I fancied I saw the old man’s 
bps smile, and move as though he would have spoken , he cast his 
eyes upwards, but no word escaped him 

The sword was quiveimg above his head m the nervous grasp of 
the khan , and seemg ho got no answer, it descended with its full 
foice on ^the old man’s forehead, almost dividmg the head mtwo 
Heed I say he was mstantly dead ? 

I was satisfied Ghuffoor Khan’s cup too was foil , for my own 
■detennmation was made on that spot, — I swore it to myself as I 
looked at the dead and rushed from the house. 
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OHAPTER XXAVn 

Tbey pUtJ him velliriUiwln® 

bo roorod wild nn«;i Is gleo 
Hcinb I erlcd tbo dorfl, boll wos b« mice 
AthI be cbscUod right merrilje . — Old DaJIad 

T*eo« that hcmr I made a dotcnmnation to destroy htm. No sootur 
had I Tcnchcd tho camp thnn I iu»ombled all my Thngt, and hud 
hoforo them a schomo I hod long been revolving m my mind. I 
spoke to them ns foUowB — 

Ton have Been, my brethren, that Ghnfibor Khan is & deni 
gneh a person can hardly bo called a man. Bad as these Pindhnrecs 
arc bo is tho Tvorst among them and is unfit to livo. Ton, llotco 
nT>d Poor TThnn , romomber tho foto of tho Drahimn girl at Knmgah 
yon may rcmecicr my fli sappressod indignation, i^ch then almost 
impiUod mo to destroy this nend and I wtmld have done it, bnt that 
I felt hia fate ttm not in my hands. I felt that AHa Tronld sooner 
or later urge mo on to bo tho humble means of a retribntiYO joihco 
orertalong bim. I havo hitherto rofiamed, thon^ I have some 
times fancied ha hour vras come I thonght that some crime 
bUeiker than any prenons one wonld at last re cammithfd by hnn, 
and lb has boon done Ton all savr irhat it ^ras. Can he ever do 
vrorso P” 

He cannot i" onod my men mth one voice he has reached the 
mark, and be u oars. 

He shall be so emd I “noir listen. Ton knoTT I have still 
threo bottles of the erreet -mno of the Fenngheea, "winch I bronght 
TTith me from Gnntoor he is very fond of it, and wiH ensDy be per 
snaded to como hero and drmk it "mtb ns. I will doso ^ share 
"With opmm, and after a few cops he -will become stnpified, and -will 
fidl an easy prey to "us.” 

“ Good !" cned Peer Kban, it u an excellent plan. "What say 
yon to p ntt mg it mto execntion this very night P 

“ Not to*iiight, I said wo most be cantions m fhm immense 
camp To-morrow let n^ tent be pitched on the ntmost verge of 
it nay a short distanoe beyond it and in the of the mghi, 
when all are overpowered sleep, he mn be despatched. 

“ I beg to rejnesent, said Peer KTifin, that Qhnffbor Tnan s 
saddle is well hnod oonld we not got possession of it F 

I have been thinking abont that, replied I, bnt I do not oeo 
how "WO are to get it "withont Tr mnh nsk and fear of discovery 
Peer TThan pondered for a m oment he thpm gald — 

“ I have a plan, Jemadar which you may perhaps be able to im 
prove upon and, Inshalla ! "we "wiil havn the saddle. "What I 
IS this when the khan os pret^weE intancated, do yon propose to 
him to sleep m y onr tent, and to send for ha horse and saddle, so 
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jis to "be near Ima to mount m the mornrug If tlie saddle is 
brought, -we can empty it of its contents and bury it ■with, him , if 
not, we can only rejoice at having done a good action m ha-ving 
destroyed him ” 

“ I am not snie,” observed Motee, “ that the omens ■wdl he good , 
we had better try them.” 

“Do so,” said I, “I will think over Peer Khan’s plan, and see 
what can be done ” 

"W" e then separated for the mght 

Dnrmg the nest morning’s travel, when we were not separated by 
the confusion which ensued on a village or town bemg plundered, I 
purposely threw myself as much m Ghuffoor Khan’s way as I 
could, and we conversed on the success of our expedition, and the 
adventures which had befallen ns 

“ Do yon remember, EZhan Sahib,” said I, “ the attack on the 
houses at Gnntoor, and how we ravaged the Permghees’ store- 
houses m a vam search for valuables P my curses on them * They 
aie as rich as nnwabs, and yet not one of them has a gold or sdvei 
dish in his possession, nor a jewel or valuable of any kind, — ^nothing 
but china-ware And do you remember how we smashed it all P ” 

“ Ay, I remember,” growled the khan , “ and but for our chief’s 
cowaidice, — between you and me I say it, — we might have attacked 
and carried the place where the treasure was, and enriched ourselves 
not a httle , whereas, as it was, we got nothing foi our trouble. We 
•destroyed their houses, however, and that was some satisfaction.” 

“Tine,” said I, “it was, Khan, how their hearts must have 
burned as they saw the bright flames devouring then abodes ’ Do you 
lemember, too, the precious Btufl* I got hold of and recommended to 
youi notice, — the iTmo in the small bottles ■with prmted papers upon 
them ? It was rare good stuff” 

“ Mashalla ’ it was mdeed,” cried the khan , “ the flavour of it 
did not leave my lips foi some days These mfidels know what 
good wine is, that is certain Would that I had brought some with 
me ’ a few bottles would have been easily earned, and one would 
have enjoyed it after a day’s toil ” 

“I was more caieful than you were, Ivhan, such wme is not 
always to be got I brought away some bottles, and I have them still 
I bcheve, if they be not broken ” 

“ Some with you ? Kay, then, be not niggardly of your treasure , 
let me taste it agam, foi I swear to you I behove there ■will be no 
such nectai m paradise ” 

“ It IS at your service, Edian , but to escape scandal, what do you 
say to coming to my tent to-night when it is dusk P that is, if any 
remains, of which I will give you notice One of my fellows shall 
cook a good pilao, and after it n e iTill enjoy the u mo quietly ’ 
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Tour TTordfl aro rfrcot aa tbo wino itself good Moor SaHb 
truly I ■mil bo mtli thca I 'mil toll mr aaocs to bring my borro 
and picket bim among youis no ono ■mil sco mo, and I ■will bring 
no ono ■mtb mo I rrumt exceed, yon know and I ■would not bo an 
open Bcnndal to tbo faiUi 

My heart leaped to my mouth os ho nttorod tbo words. The 
saddle, then ■would bo ours without any tronblo or nsk of doieo- 
tioTx bow I blessed him for accodfaig so readily to my plans I 

“ True Khan,” said I “it will not do to bo obserWd : wo must 
bo secret. I •will bare no ono in my tent but Peer Khan, whom you 
know ho IS my foster brotbor and a ruro oompamon wo will Lave 
a pleasant carousa I will send Mm to you when tbo pOao is ready 
No no 1 cned ho, do not, tbero is no need of it I will stroll 


to your tent oftor dusk And hark yo I smd ho to his laocs who 
wuj trottmg nflor him , mmd, you arc to bring my horso and saddle 
to the Moor Sahib a tent aa soon ns you SCO mo going towards it. Re- 
member you aro to lead it oftor mo os though I woro going to nde 
and when you omTO tbero you aro to picket it among lus horses. 

Jo hookum, repUod tbo foDow your orders slnll bo obeyed. 

And mind, oontmued the khan, you are not to toll any one 
where 1 tun going nor to answer any questions, if any ore put to 
you, os yon lead the borso olon^ 

“ Certainly not emeo such is my lord s pleosuro, I dare not dis- 
obey” 

“Ton bad better not, cned tbo khan, or I will try and find a 
korln for too. 

The fellow dropped behind omiin, and "we resumed our desultory 
oouremtion, chatting os ■wo rode along on the merits of the difierent 


leaders, and how they had bdiaTod. Grhufibor Khan 'wus a pleasant 
companion, and his remaps were foil of ■wit and satire. I n«il put 
him in good humour by tbo prospect of a deep carouse and wo iro© 
on obecrfnlly 


"Wo reached our hotting place for the day after a long nrid m 
-tensely hot march and glad wore -wo to get ■under the cotet of our 
tents to screen ourselres from the noou-dny heat. I had ssreral 
meosages from the than in the ooixtso of the day to know whether 
the repost was ready but it -would not hsTO answered my purpooo 
to have allowed that it was, or to haTo bad it prepared one moment 
before the time fixed. 


You haTe been ndmg with the VhitTi, sahib, all the momm^ 
said Motee to me, and have not, I suppose, obeerred the omanai* 

I ha-yn not, said I, anmonoty bnt su^y you have done so f 
for I knew how mnoh they would my men nay that 

■without favourable ones th^ would have obeohrtely refused any 
participatian m the matter 
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“I liave not been negbgent,” lepbed Motee “Last nigbt, aftei 
I parted -with yon, Peer Klian, myself, and tbe others, made an 
offering of goor to the nishan, and, blessed be Bhowanee ' she has 
vouchsafed ns the thilDao and pilhao , yon need, therefore, be under 
no apprehensions, for she is favourable ” 

“I Tvas sure she "would be, hlotee, for I observe the hand of Alla 
guidmg me , and I venly believe I should have followed the m- 
fluence of my own desires m this matter even had they been un- 
favourable ” 

“ Isfay, say not so, Jemadar,” said he laughmg, “ you are too good 
a Thug foi that, but theie is now no fear, for the omens were m- 
deed cheermg ” 

“If we succeed,” said I, “I have some thoughts of further work 
in our own way , but of this more hereafter There will be a stu 
when Ins disappearance is known, and we must be qmet for a 
tune ” 

“ Ay, that is hke you. Jemadar We have been consnltmg among 
ourselves, and had come to the determination of proposmg some ad- 
ventures to you, for here these dogs of Pmdhaiees lie, night aftei 
mght, and each fellow is worth some hundreds of rupees Tet we 
have been content to remam mactive , and I, for one, say shame on 
us * We need not pass a mght without some work ” 

“Wait, good Mootee, let us secure the khan fiist And now to 
arrange matters , we must be our own lughaees ” 

“ Por that we are prepared, Meer Sahib , a Thug mu'jt do his 
duty in any grade when occasion calls for his services We are all 
ready for work ” 

“Then we must lose no time Xou must jom your own pall to 
mine, and put some screen or other between them , in the empty 
space the grave must be piepared It had better be ready before he 
comes — but no, he wdl perhaps suspect us , it can soon be made 
afterwards ” 

“Ton are right. Jemadar, he would suspect He need not be 
buried deep , and there are three of our men who are old lughaees , 
they will prepare it m a few mmutes ” 

“And his saees, — he must die also, Motee ” 

“ Certainly,” he rephed “Do you and Peer Khan deal with the 
khan, and leave the saees to us — ^we will manage him ” 

“ Good , our arrangements are then complete Remember that 
Peei Khan alone eats with us , you must be all outside, and see 
that the horses are kept saddled, for we must fly mstantly if we 
are discovered or suspected I have no fears, however, on either 
score ” 

“ Nor have I,” said Motee , “ the matter will create a stir, as ho 
is a leader of note , but it will be supposed, either that he has gone 
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oIT'mth hiB plunder or tint somo ono Ims tnordorod hnt% I toll 
you, Uccr Salub tlmt many a Pmdliftroo boj died \jj tbo hand of 
ha fellow Binco -wo left NcnuiwuT 

I do not doubt it, llotco. I have licord of many brawli, and 
mcfn of tha kind haro but fow scmplcs. Tlioy oro a wicked set, 

' find far worso than thoio whoformod the first expedition. But now 
go, got tho jnll ready, and send Peer Khan to roo. 

Tho orenmg came tho calls of tho faithful to croning pmycra 
rooonndod through tho camp with the last red streak of naj" ilon 
wero Qssomblcd m knots, knocUng on their carpets, nddrossmg their 
p m juf s to — men whoso hands wero scarcely cleansed from 

tho blood thi^ had that day shod I The ceremony omr each sepo 
rated from bis fellow to he bcsido hia frithful horse, and to enjoy a 
night of roposo to fit him for tho tod, tho rapine, and plunder tho 
ensuing day 

Tho timo approached { and as I sat m my tent, awaiting tho 
khan i arrival, my heart exulted within mo, that for once m my life 
I should do a good action, in rovongmg the murdered. Peer Khan 
was with mo wo scarcely spoko our minds were too foil of what 
was to follow to speak much 

Have yon dragged ibo bottle P he asked. 

** I have. I hare put two tolas of opmm mto it. I have fasted it, 
and tho flavour of tho drug is porceptiblo but it will be the second 
bottle, and bo will not disccrror it and if be does, we cannot help 
it, WQ must take onr chance Do you tbinV we can manage him 
tween ns, without any noise P 

Shame on us if we do not, Meor Sahib \ 1 am as strong a man 
as he IS, and yo ur roomal norer foils. But to prevent any noise 
bemg heard, suppose we propose to admit lloteo and two or three 
others to sing Rud play — -I mean when the khnn has swallowed his 
first bottle. Hotee hu a sitar and a innpTI drum with him, sTid its 
none will d ro wn all others. 

Ko, no I said I others might be attmoted by the eingmg 
and oomo to hear it it will not do We mnst do our beet, and Imvb 
the rest to Alla. However we will see when the tima oomae. 

The evening was for advanced, and ererything around us was 
qmot. A few fires, here and* there throughout the camp, marked 
where, at each, a solitary Pmdharee cooked his last -mpRl of the day 
the rest were already boned m profound slumber and all nearest to 
us were stni. I stood at tho door of my bumWA tent looking anx 
loualy for the khan s oommg ond at length I obaervod a figure 
stealing along m the dusk, oorefoUy avoimng the p r o s Lru to forms 
which lay in his pith. Was it the I Yes. By Alla he 
oomo* 1 imd I to Peer Khan I gee hrm now and there is his 
horse behind him, and the saees leading it.” 
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“ Sliookur Khoda'" exclaunod my companion, “lie iiaa nofc 
-decciTcd ns I feared he had, since it is so late ” 

“Is that yon, Meor Sahib?” cued the voice of Grhnffoor Khan 
I feared I should have missed your tent m this cursed darkness ” 
“Hero am I, Khan Welcome to the pooi tent of your sei’vant ” 
“ So you have found the wmo, eh?” said the khan, rubhmg his 
hands in glee “Ton have not cheated me 

“ By your soul, no ' Khan, I have not ; there it is, you see , and 
Peel IChan is gone for the pilao ” 

“Khoob, by Alla ' Mcer Sahib, I have fasted all day on purpose 
to do justice to it , and I should have been heic an hour sooner, but 
I -was summoned to the duibai about some tiiflo or othei , and I 
have kept you v aiting ” 

“ And your horse, Khan ? ” 

“Oh, he IS here, my saecs has picketed him among youis I 
have deceived my other servants I sivoie I had a headache and 
could not eat, and pretended to he down to sleep, having given 
them all stiict orders not to disturb me Tlie knaves knew better 
than to do so , and so, after lying quiet awhile, I stole out of my 
tent behind, and have fairly given them the shp I suppose your 
people can throw some fodder before the animal?” 

“ Suiely , I have cared for that aheady ” 

Peer l^an now entered with the pilao , and seating ourselves, 
our fingers were soon buried m the midst of it 

“ Kow for the wine, hleer Sahib , the pilao is dry without it, and 
my throat lacks moisture ” 

“ Here it is,” said I, pouiang it out into a cup , “ see how it 
sparkles, like the fire of a mby ” 

“ Ay,” said the khan, after he had drained it to the bottom, 
“this is wme for the houiis , how one enjoys it' Think, Meer 
Sahib, how we true behevers will quaff m paradise (if what we 
get there will be as good), surrounded by twenty houris, and each 
vymg with the other to please us ' But drink, man, — I would not 
take the whole ” 

“Hay, that bottle is your own share, Elhan, and there is besides 
another for you , Peer Khan and I will divide this one between us 
’T IS a pity there is not more, or that the bottle were not larger ” 

“ Ay, it IS to be regretted certainly, !Heer Sahib, but what there 
IS, we must make the most of,” and he took another draught 
“ Only think,” continued he, “ of those mfidels the Pennghees 
dnnking such stuff as this every day I now scarcely marvel at 
their domg great deeds when they are drunk And is it not the 
case, Meer Sahib, that they all sit round a table, and drink and 
loar out songs till they fall down'mtoxicated ?”* 

* The khan probahly referred to proceedings of a very antiquated character. 
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So I htiTO been credibly informed, Klian. By AHa I they arc 
3oot 

wuh I •\TftB in their Bcrvico, aald GbulToor Khan, anor n 
riiort sflcnco Do pan think liny Tronld giro ono Tnno to dnnk 
wlion ono inintcd it r 

I have not a donbt of it, I repbed. * 

“Then I "inll tako employ with them, Mecr Sahib thu ehriT 
TTDuld tempt many a bettor Mooaulmnn than I am to acire an 
infidck Bat they ny Sikimdiir Job drinks it also “ 

“ So I heard whon I tvos at Hyderabad, said I “ indeed it was 
there I first tasted thu honor i and I know tho bottles again when 
I saw them in the Fonnghoes Loiucs at Gnntoor ” 

“It is fit dnnk for a pnnee, aighod tho khan, when ho hod 
fltuahed the bottle, and looking at it with a most mcfol countenance 
“ That is finished Mecr Sahib thon saidst thoa badst another P 
Ay Khan I bat only this one I rophod handing him tho other 
* I feel happy now llccr Sahib. By Aha 1 I conld grag — I conld 
dance I think, tnongh It wonld bo a scanilal to do so. Tho Prophet, 
howoTQT has not forbidden a Moslem to sing May hu namo bo 
hemonred 1 Haro any of yon o sitar P People say that I haro a 
good hand." 

“ Go and fetch M!ot«o>raffl s " said I to Peer Khan it is a good 
ono. Shall tho owner of it come also/Khan P 

Kay I coro not, Mecr Sahib; tbongb the deril came, I would 
plack him by the beard let him oome. OanhosmgP" 

Like a Mbnl, Khan I have raroly heard a better voioo from a 

TTtnn 

Oh for same women I aighed the khan “ one ttiuhb^ the 
glances of them antek)po-<wca, ond tho tmtle of their anklets, in 
moments like these. Ah, Mcot fln-hih, vro wtre happy dogs when 
TTO were encamped m the Tyrtuhnu- Here was one ohnrmar — bat 
why speak of them Meer fiohlb^ why speak of them P 

We shall enjoy them company the more when we get to Kenm 
wnr ” said L “ Bat here u Motee with hu sitar 
Motee made his Knlnm and sat down. 

“Is the instnnnent timed, Motee — them pearl of smganP" 
cried the khan, bnrsLmg mto a laugh at his play upon Motee s 
TiflTnn. ** Hast then ttm^ it t 

I hare, noble Khan , though it u not w or thy tho tonch of so 
exalted a persazu" 

Nay tu a good sitar and a sweet one,” said the khan, gs he 
ran his fingers over the frets m a manner which showed him to be 
s proSment. 

“ Wah 1 oned all of ns at once ** play noble TThan I the hand 
whidi oonid exeente such a prelndo as that onn fio wonders. 


jolly^' 
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“ G-ivo me some moio dmilc,” cried lie, “ and I will try Knowesfc 
then any glinznls, Motee ?” 

“ I am indiffeicntly skilled in tlicm, Klian Saliib , nevertlieless, 
if my loid will mention one, I ‘viill tiy The tnppas of my own 
conntiy I know most of ” 

“Pall'” cried tlie klian, “wlio wonld sing tnppas P I wiU 
name a glinzal wbicli is in every one’s month — sing ‘ Mab-i — Alnin, 
S6z-i-mun,’ I wail ant mo tbon knowest it But tbe wme, Meei 
Sabib, ponr it ont for mo , tbon ait my saqee, tbon knowest I will 
smg an ode to tbce, as Hafiz bas wiittcn and sung many a ono to 
bis , peace bo to bis memory ' Ab * that was good , but ob, Meoi 
Sabib, it batb a different flavour from tbe last ” 

“ Very likely,” said I , “ tbe bottle yon see batb a different paper 
on it , peibaps it is a better land ” 

“ It IS good, and that is all I care for, Mcei Sabib How proceed, 
good Motee ” 

Motee did as bo was ordered, and bis voice and tbe kban’s ac- 
companiment were woitby of a better andionce tban that wbicb 
beaid tbem 

“Wab, wab* Sbabasb'” cned Peer Kban and I, wbon it was 
ended , “ tins is rare forbnne, to boar two sneb skilful musicians in 
tbis nnsamted jungle How it is yonr turn, Kban Sabib ” 

“More wme, Meer Sabib, ‘ saqee mcia'’ more wme, for tbe sake 
of tbe Twelve Imams Ob that there were a tbonsand bottles, that 
we could meet as wo have done now every nigbt ' Good wme and 
good companions — ^bave they not been ever tbe bnrtben of tbe songs 
of tbe poets ?” 

“Istbeie mneb left^” be contmned, wben bo bad dramed tbe 
cup 

“ About balf tbe bottle,” said I 

“ Tben give Motee a cup, Meer Sabib , be deserves it ” 

“ Excuse me,” said Motee, “ but I am a TTm dno and a Brabmm ”■ 
“ Tbon sbouldst bave been a true believer, Motee , Kban would 
sound as well after tby name as Ram W by, man, our blessed Pro- 
phet would bave bad thee to smg to bun when tbon badst reached 
paradise ' ” 

Gbuffoor Kban’s voice was now rather thick, and be made but a 
poor band of tbe gbuzul be attempted , but it was very laughable- 
to see bim roll bis eyes from side to side like a dancmg-girl, and to 
bear bun trymg to imitate tbeir quavers and shakes 

“ Pab ' ” cned be, wben be bad sung a verse, “my throat is dry — 
I want more wme, I think, Meer Sahib , but tbe truth is, I caught 
a cold some days ago, and am still hoarse ” 

He tried agam after a fresh draught, but with no better success^ 
In vam be coughed and hemmed to clear bis tbioat , tbe wme, and 
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** So I bavo been credibly mfonned, Khou. By Alla I they ore 
jolly do^ 

‘I ^Tifili I TTna in tboir semcc” Kiid GbnlToor Khan, after a 
ehort silence. “Do yon think they ^nld giro ono mno to dnnk 
■wbon ono Tronted it P 

I have not a donbt of It, I rophed. 

Then I TviU t aVo employ with them, Mccr Sahib this stnir 
TTonld tempt many a bettor Hoosnlmon than I am to servo an 
infidoL Bnfc they mj Sikimdar Job dnnks it also 

“ So I hoard •when I was at Hyderabad, said I “ indeed, it vras 
there I first taitod this liquor and I know the bottles ogam •when 
I saw them m tho Fcrmgboos house* at Gnntoor ” 

“It 1 * fib dnnk for a prmcc, ei^hod tho khan, when bo had 
finished tho bottle, and looking at it with ft most mofnl countenance 
“ That IS finishod, Moor Sahib thon saidst then hadst another P 
“ Ay Khan 1 bat only this one ” I replied banding bun tho other 
I fool happy now lleor Solub By Alla, 1 I could sing — I could 
danoo I think, though it would bo a scandal to do so Tho Prophet 
howoTcr has not forbidden ft itoslom to aing ilay his namo be 
honourod ! Haro any of yon & utor P People say that I have a 
good hand. 

Oo and fetch Motco-rom s, said I to Poor Khan it is a good 
one. Shall the owner of it como olso/Kban P 

Kay I caro not, Hear Sahib though tho devil came, I would 
plack hnn 1^^ tho beard let him como Con he sing P” 

Like a bnlbnl, Khan I havo rarely beard o better ■voico from a 


“ Ob for some woman I sighed tho khan “ ono misses the 
glances of their antelope^wes, and tho tinUp of them anklets, in 
moments liko these. Ah, lleer Sahib, we were happy dogs when 
•we •were encamped m the Knahna. Thero -was ono charmer — but 
•why speak of them, Meer -why speak of them P ” 

We shall enjoy therr company the more when •we get to Kema- 
wim” Kid L “ But here is Motee •with hia ntor ” 
hlotee mode his mlmn end sat down. 

Is the instrument tuned, Hotoe — thou pearl of Hmgeni P 
oned the khan, bnrstmg mto a laugh at his play upon Slotoe s 
“Host thou tuned it P" 


I hsve, noble Kha^n though, it is not •w ort hy the tounh of so 
ezolted a person.” 

“ Kay tia a good sitar and a sweet one, said the Vb«m , os he 
ran his fingers over the frets m a manner •which showed Tum to he 
a proficient. 

“ Wah 1 oned oH of us at onoe ‘ ploy noble KKoti 1 the hand 
which could execute such a prbhide os that mn do •wonders ” 



tpjlVG 


' v^nn S** ’ fS^ 


x\W 


,.o.tOic\css, 


"'"“‘To 1 

“■"”*■«“ ' • .'" ;'S-% 

.-»t; ..'" 'ssS" *'”"“ o,.. -i,;:,s;>” 


Js ac; 






I\v0 






at\io 


TocaT^rr t” 

ti rjYveu vccn O' 5; ^ 

Tae, . -i.n-CTO -R.atJi , i^nt ^ 


•s'" 


“f{^=,S^aKV;;Sra>S *1 w 

.-sa 

“ nx-e ^ ^a. 05^^ ^ A.,3 ’ 


018 


comxssioi^ OF A TirUQ 


tho ttfll better opiom, TToro doing thdr ttoA at quick]/ os tto could 
deeiro. 

“ Do you Bin^ npim, ifoteo — ^merco Motoo I mcrco gowtya P 
said tho khnn insmuntlngly A curso on tho -miter of this 
country which Biwdfl a man a Binging Sing man, and I wni play 
it caimot spoil that, at any rate ond tho Moerr Sahib hath proTidcd 
an anhdoto for this night at IcoBt. 

llotoo sang ogam j bat tho accompommont vraa -wild and irregular, 
and tho khan at last throw down tho ntar 

It will not do, ITccr Sahib, oflor tho fiitigno (5 luccup) and tho 
trouble I have had (hiccup) all day shouting and bullying those 
rascally Pindharcea (hiccup) llowcan it bo expected, Mccr Sobib 
that I, GbufToor Khan, tho leodor of three thoniand horse should 
play and amg llko a gowoya P By Alla I will not (hiccup) 1 But 
th^ hiccups, Mecr bahfb, what 1 * to euro them P” 

Some moro wino, Khan Sahib nothing but bquor qati euro 
them. And thoro IB moro thcro is still another cun. 

“ Then giro mo aU 1 cnod tho khan I will drmk it standing 
lio a Fennghco — may thoir BisterB be dafilod, ny and ^eir 

mothers too 1 Korertheloss as I said, I will boiti) them and dnnl. 
among them, and nono shall dnnkmore than Gbudbor Khan. Thou 
saidst they dnnk ctandmg and -what do they say P 

^p,uip,hip] soldi I leoraed them ^ma Tugobond who 
bad been a shidmutgsr among tbom, and hod seen tbar -wild orgies. 

TThat, hip, hip hipl thooo are tho -words, eh P I wonder -what 
they moon.” 

They are an inrocatum to then* Prophot, I behore said I, 
muob as we but BiKmilla ir nthmon ir ruheom I ” 

I do not doubt it, Mecr Sahib Now help me to nsa, for the 
stuff is in my brain and tho tent goeth round about help mo to 
nse, I Bay and I will quaff tho last drop both as a true lloolem pnd 
as a Fennghea. Ha I said I not well P” 

Exoell^tly well, great Khan, eaid I as I helped Tiim to his 
foot ^ now hOT IB the wmo. 

“Bisimllal ahouted tho Khan, l^plhiplhipl and he drained 
thh cap to the bottom. His bead — nt- on his breast his ejm rolled 
TTildly he made a desperate attempt to rush forward, and fell at his 
full length upon the ground. 

Bus I cned Peer Khan, as he got out of the -way enough, 
great Khan 1 noble Khan, thou art a dead Tnnn mj^r Innngheo and 
ilodem, thou hast made rare fun for ns 

HauK) him np, md I to them seat hrm on htw end. I 
reedy and do one of ye giro ’Qiejhrnee, 

They raised him np, and as ho -was seated, ha head pgain on 
this shouJdar and some froth came fonn his month. 
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“ He IS dying,” said Motee ; “ we onglit not to tonch. ium , it is 
foi bidden ” 

“ Hot a bit of it,” said I , “ all drunken men are m tbis way , I 
liave seen bnndreds in the same state , so bold bis bead up, and give 
tbe jhimee, ” for I bad taken my post bebmd bim 

Tbey did so , Peter Eban uttered tbe fatal words, and Gbnffoor 
Eban wrestled ont bis last agony under my never-faibng giipe 
“ Enongb, Meer Sabib,” said Peer Eban, wbo was boldmg bis 
feet , “ enongb ' be is dead ” 

“ IJl-bnmd-nl-illa* ” I exclaimed, “it is finished, blessed be tbe 
Propbet and Bbowanee ’ Go for tbe Ingbaees , be must be pnt 
underground immediately How for tbe saees ” 

We left tbe kban’s body and went ont , tbe others were waitmg 
for ns “ Where does be be ? ” I asked 

“ There,” said one of tbe men , “be is fast asleep, and has been so 
for an hour ” 

“ So much tbe better,” said Peer Eban , “ leave him to me ” 

I watched him and Motee as tbey approached tbe sleeper Peer 
Khan touched him with bis foot , be started up to a sitting position 
and rubbed bis eyes, but Peer Khan threw bunself upon bun, and be 
was dead m an mstant, ere be bad become conscious Hotbmg now 
lemamed but tbe disposal of tbe bodies and tbe saddle Tbe grave, 
a shallow one, was quickly dug , and while tbe Ingbaees were pre- 
parmgjit, myself, Peer !^an, and Motee nnnpped the bmng and 
pockets of tbe saddle, and took out tbe gold There was naught 
else It was in com, and m small lumps, as tbe jewels be bad gotten 
in plunders bad been melted down from time to tune We bad no 
leisure then to speculate on its value, but we cut tbe saddle to pieces 
I with our kmves to make sure that none remamed m it, and the 
fragments were buned with tbe bodies 

“ What shall ue do with tbe horse, Meer Sabib ? ” asked Motee 
“We cannot take binr with us, for there is not a man m tbe camp 
wbo does not know Gbuffoor Kban’s horse ; and we have no time 
to stain him ” 

I was puzzled for a while, to have retamed tbe noble animal 
would have ensured our detection, and I scarcely knew what to do 
At last I bit upon an expedient “ He must be destroyed,” said I , 
“it IS a splendid beast, certainly, yet our bves are worth more than 
bis Beyond tbe camp, about an arrow’s flight, is a deep ravme 
Do any of you know it^” 

“ Hone of us have seen it,” said all at once 

“ Then I must go myseb, and do you, Ghous Khan (be was one 
of my men), aecompany me, we will throw him mto it Go and 
loosen him from bis pickets ” 

I foUoued him, and we conducted tbe animal to the edge of the 
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TOTino it TTfts deep, and jolt suited onr purpose, as tte bauJes -wtire 
prccyiUoug 

“ That Tr31 do, jaid I, iThon ho had brought tbo horse to tho 
edge uovr rem his hood to ouo ndo ) tto must kill him before be 
falla m " 

Ho did BO I had prepared mj kword and drew it sharplr across 
tlio poor bmto B throat tbo blo^ gtubod out, he reeled bacbrnir^ 
fell into the dark ravine, and -wo heard has careaso reach the bottom 
>Tith a heavy falL I looked over but all I taw was an indistiuct 
■mfim at the bottom, whilo a few groant of its death agony reached 
my oars. 

« Enough I Raid I j come away tho jackals wiU have a glorious 
feast CTO morning and no one will omr think of looking here. But 
it was a pity to kill the brute " 

Ho was worth a good thousand mpocs, and would have fetched 
thatpneo at Hyderabad. "Why did you not band him therof Iwonld 
liavo taken him. 

I did not think of that, said I but no matter now we will 
com rooro than that before wo reach Nemawur 

How ITccr Sahib ? "Wo but httle in this poor county 

* Trust me, Ohoos TThan, ^ said I ) " wo have begun, and, | 

we will CO on with the work. 

I reached the tent, and the lughacoa had done thmr busmesa well 
cmr oarpots had been spread omr the spot where the khan lay in hn 
last resmg plaoe, and we all lay down and slept soundly 

Ghnflbor Khan waa missed at hia acffOMtomod post tha r>nrt mom 
nmg a tboumnd ooajeotures wero haxarded as to his fate, but no 
cue oould account for Ins disappearance. Some said the devil had 
taken him for his wickedness others, that he had amassed an im 
menae plunder and waa fearful of its bemg wrested from Inm, and 
he had therefore escaped wrth it, as it vrai known to be eewed up m 
his saddle. 

TThen wb reached our next encampment, Oheotoo sent for me I 
went, and found him seated m full durbar and the kbriTi s servants, 
as pmoneri, before Hm. I made my usual M-lftn-r , itrul be requested 
me to be seated near him 

This IB a most mystanousnflsir Ifeer Sahib, aaidhe “Ghuffoor 
Khan is gone and Aha or the Shitan only knerwB whither 1 If be 
has fled, it is aa aitraardmftiy a thing ss I ever heard of ; for he has 
been attached to mo from his youth, and I have ever been land to 
Him What thmk you P 

I am at a loss, also said I your servant knows not what to 
say there are ft thousand cozyeotures afloat, but no one give any 
probable solution to the mystery But have yon fmtTnTnf d the ser 
vonts P Surely they must know mwnefhing 
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“Iliavc not, ^Icor Palnb, as \ct , Init licie tncy arc, and I want 
yon to help too to question tlicni You may tlnnk of soino tilings 
i.lncli may cscaj'c ino ” 

“ I n ill do niy best Yunab , but a on bad belter begin — tlicy nrill 
be afiaid of you and speak the ti uib ” 

“ Call one of Ibeni,” sshI Cbccioo to an attendant 
The man came, trcTObbng m every 3 omt, and prostrated himself 
before our leader 

“"Wliat IS thy name ?*' ho asked 
“ Syud Ebrahim,” snul the fellow 

“ J^d what sen ICC didst (hoii pci form to GhntToor Rliau ?” 

“I am a khidmutgar, 0 As^lnniof the "World*” paidilicman; “I 
used to keep the khan’s clothe'^, a'^sist him to bathe, and attend him 
•it niccht 1 nas aln.ii, s about Ins person ” 

“I\ow speak the Irulli, Ilbivlnni, and fear not Bnt I swear by 
tlic beard of the Prophet, if 1 detect thee lying, I mil have thee cut 
to pieces before my face, as a w aiming to tlij' comrades ” 

“ jMny I bcyoui sacnticc !” cried the man, “ I will not ho Why 
should I ? Yliat I knon is easily told, and ’t is but little ” 
“Proceed,” cried Chcotoo, “ and remember vhat I have said ” 
“Alla IS my antnoss," paid the man, “I know bnt httlc My 
noble master came fioni your Ingbncss’s dnrbai late in the afternoon, 
we had prcpaicd dinner for him, but he said ho vns ill, and would 
not oat, and that aic ourselves niight cat aihat nc had cooked for 
him He then went into Ins tent, took off his dnibar-dress, put 
away his arms, and then lay doa\n. I vns vith him tdl this time, 
and sat down to shampoo him , but be bade me begone, and I left 
bim I was weary mth miming all day by Ins side, and I also lay 
down, and did not "nake till llic people roused mo for the maich I 
went into the tent to arouse him and give him his clothes, but I 
found him not The hcdding y as 3 ust as when ho had laid down, hut 
his sword was not there, nor a stick ho always walked with This 
IS all I know, bnt Shekh Qadir knows something more, if you will 
call him he saw the khan after I did ” 

Shekh Qadir was accoidingly sent for, and after being cautioned 
and threatened as the other had been, he spoke as follows, — 

“ I am also a khidmntgar, bnt my office was not about the khan’s 
person, I used to give him Ins hooka, and prepare the opium he ate 
Soon after dusk I heard him moving in the tent, and I watched 
lum , he hfted up the back part of it, and came out , I saw him 
walk towards the middle of the camp, and followed him ; he ob- 
served me, and turned round sharp upon me ‘ What * ’ said he, 

‘ cannot I walk out for a few yards to breathe the air without 
some of you rascals following mo ? Begone ' ’ Huwab, I was 
frightened lest he should order me the korla, and I went away 
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to tlio tont of a fnond. I beard in tbo mommg that bo bad Tiot 
re to in Oil 

“ Tliia IS very imsatlifactorj ** said I ‘ vro bavo as yot no clao to 
him disappearatioo If ho bos gone away ho must have ndden 
whoro is hia horso P” 

“At wboro is it?” cned CJhcoloo. YTho can toll ug? 

Imy I bo your laonSco 1 said SboUi Qadir the borto is not 
horCi nor big saces, Tbo kban had two horses, but tho saddle of 
tbo ono miMing is that in which all tho gold was sowed up 

Hal said Cheotoo Is it so P Wh^ is tho other saocs P " 

'‘Peor-o-iloorshtd P” cnod an attendant} bo is waiting with 
out. 

“ Let him too bo eaUod. Tho man entered. 

* What knowest thou P oskod Cheetoo 

I only know said tho follow that tho grey horso was kept 
saddled all tho afternoon. This was contrary to cnatom fonts saddJo 
was alwaya placed m tho tent, near tho khan s head when ho slept 
I oskod my feDow saocs tho reason of its boo^ so but ho was 
angry with me and said it was no bnsmeaw of mine, that tho khan 
had o rd ere d it, and it was his pleasura I taw him take tho botio 
fro m bu piokot after dsjk, bat I asked no questions 

“ There remains but one ccmolasion to bo drawn, Kuwab Sahib, 
nftid L “ Qbaffoor IHinn has fled, and made off with the booty ho 
had got By all accotmta he had boon veiy fortimato and ereiy 
one said hii saddle was stuffed with pild. 

So I hare oIbo heard, said Oheetoo “ but yet it is hard to 
tliiTiV of that man s inffmtitude. Hero hare I boen assooiatod with 
hrm from boyhood, I hare raised him frerm obscurity to be a 
leader of thito thousand horse and this hrm been a B<7nrvy ending 
to my kmdne». Gki, said ho to the serrant*, I find no fault min 
any of you toko tie horso to my pagoh, amt let him bo tiod up 
among my own. 

Thns ended this adventure no suspicion fell upon us nor on any 
one. The Vhan was known to have frimids at Hyd^bad, and thither 
it was supposed ho had fled. TVe elone knew hia fate, and it was ono 
he had deserved by a thousand crimes too horrible to mention. 

But after this we were not idle. Having begun trur w m - V ^ wo had 
oonstant employment scsroely a night passed that one or two Pm 
dharees did not by onr lumds. They were too, as tho 

khan had been, iKit wo were favourod by the constant desertions 
which took place from the Inbhnr for as wo approached Hemawnr 
man doily made off m every dnootum to thanr houses, bttle relishmg 
the fetignes of the camp and the oonatont alarms we had from re- 
ports of the Ticniuty of the Fennghoe troope, by whom we were 
aegorsi Ucaea nearly surprised. 
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Yet I "was not fated to liave the Tmiform success -which had 
hitherto attended me Treachery was at work, and the blow we 
least feaied fell with a heavy hand at last, and dispersed ns I will 
tell you how it happened, and what befel us 


CHAPTER XXXVIII 

Pistol — Trust none , 

For oaths are stravrs, men’s faiths are -wafer-cates, 

And Hold-fast is the only dog, my duck , 

Therefore, Ca-veto he thy counsellor. 

King Henrg V Act u , Scene 2 

Among the men whom I had hi ought -with me from Jhalone was one 
by name Hadayut Khan I had never seen him before, but he was 
sbghtly kno-wn to Peer Khan, as havmg served with him, and was 
represented -to be an able Thug Of the extent of his accomphsh- 
ments I was ignorant, as he never had any hand m the destruction 
of those who died m the Pmdharee camp , for I pieferred allo-wmg 
my o-wn men, upon whom I could depend, to do the work But 
Hidayut Khan was certainly a capital horseman, a good hand with 
his sword and spear, and an active, enterpnsmg fellow as a Pm- 
dharee I have said we never employed him as a bhuttote, nor even 
as a shumshea , why, I can hardly say , yet so it was he acted 
always as a scout, and kept -watch at the door of the tent while our 
work went on-withm Many days after the death of Ghuffoor Khan, 
indeed, when we had again reached the Xagpoor terntory, and when 
a few days’ march would have brought us to Kemawur, Peer Khan, 
Motee, and one or two others came to me one evenmg after it was 
dark, -with faces full of concern and alarm 

“For the sake of Bhowanee,” cried I, “what is the matter? why 
are ye thus agitated ? Speak, brothers, and say the worst , are we 
discovered ? ’? 

“Alas, I fear treachery,” said Motee “ For some time past we 
have suspected Hidayut Khan, who has absented himself from us of 
late m an extraordmary manner, -to have disclosed what we are to 
a person m Cheetoo’s confidence We have dogged them several 
times about the camp, have detected them in earnest conversation, 
and this night we too greatly fear he is even now m -the d-urbar. 
What can be done P ” 

“We must fly at once,” said I “How that you mention the 
name of Hidayut Khan, I, "too, have my suspicions , are the horse‘s 
saddled 

“ They are,” said Peer Khan, “ they are always so ” 

“ Good,” said I , “ then there is no fear Yet I should like much 

T 
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to eiitlify mjBolf of tho &ct of our Lcmg suBpoctod, — ay and by 
AJla I I Trill asoertnla it at onco. 

“ ^> 1 , do not 1 cncd tboy for tbo Bnbo of Bhownnco do not 
thrcnr yoorsolf into peril irhnt con bo gamed by itP Oar borwri 
oro ready lot ns mount thorn, Icaro tbo tent Trlioro it u, and fly 
Would to Altfl that I had folloircd this 'wiso counsel I matters 
•vrould not hovo turned out as they did but I was possessed tiw 
idea a headstrong man ii never to bo nstrtunod, and I would boar 
nothing tboy lind to say Is thoro not oao among you, ' cnod I 
who will occompany me P Tho night is dark, and wo can roach 
Oheotoo s tent nnobservod wo will ho down with our can to tho 
trrmfl t, and hear what passes. If tho worst oomet, if wo really arc 
denouncod, wo shall haro ample time to fly bo&ro they can got from 
tho insido 

I will, cnod Peer Khanj but no one else sturod tboy woro 
all purolyijd by fear, and were mcapablo of action. 

That IS spoken like yourscH brother ** cned Ij “thou hast a 
gallant Krai Now do yo all proparo the horse* for instant fli^ 
hit thar tether ropes bo loosfutod, and tho bndles put m tnear 
mouths ; do not moro them from their places, and no one will 
pcct us oisl come, cnod I to Poor Ebon, ' those is not a monest 
to bo loot." 

Wo stole out of tho taut, and steoltHIy crept along towards 
Oheetoos, which was fartunatoly at no great dishuioa No one was 
about it but wo could see &om the out&do that, by the mds of a 
lamp, threo persons wero engaged in earnest c on ver sa tion. Wo 
lay down at the edge of the knust^ o^id my ears eagerly drank m 
the words which feU on them. 

‘AJoibl said a Tcnoe, which I knew at ouoe to be Oheotoo g, w-nH 
BO he murdered the khwti P you said As did it. 

“ hlay I be your saenfioo, atdd Hidaynt (I knew ha voioe 

too, numediatafy) he did I cannot say I saw Tnm die with my 
own eyes, but they him drunk, find they buned hrm^ and 

Ameer Ah himself destroyed the noble horse.” 

‘ I do not douht it, smd Ohoetoo, vnlb a sigh ‘ I have Ins 
memory foul wrong m thinking him uugratefd. Andihe othaisP 
They were men of sosroely edv note,” said thn mfoEmer “ nor do 
I know the nsmea of all j cue anly I remanber for they h*d bard 
work to despatch him he was a strong Truing by ftnTTiA Hubeeb Oola, 
ftjid belonged to my lord s own pogah.” 

“ I knew hnu well, tsid Oheetoo j * ho was a worthy fTTfiTi And a 
brave one i and Ameer Ah slew him f 

“ He did, Nuwab with his own handi^ and Motee and Peer 
held hnu, or he could not have done it This was only three nights 
ago, when I would fam have denounced them, but I feared no one 
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•uoiild behove me , nml I liiicw Ameer Ali vns m yonr favour, I 
{bought 110 one vould have li'^loncd "lo an accusaiion against 
“Xor vroulcl I, by Alin <” cried Cliecfoo, rising np, and shiking 
fiis foielicnd in cvliemc ngilaiion (I Iiad mndc n liolo m tbo cloth 
uithtlic point of my dnggei, and could see all distinctly) “ T would 
never have believed yoiii tale, but tli.it ciicumstanccs so sti’ongly 
bear out wliat you have said Who could lm^ c believed that Amcor 
All, the kind, the benevolent, — one uho opposed every scheme of 
violeiico, and protested against our lavagcs till I vas ashamed of 
them myself, — who could have thought h\m a Thug 

“But it IS the tnilh, Kuwab,” said the vile wretch, “when you. 
have seized them, you will find ample evidence of wliat I tell you • 
the sword of Ghullbor Ivlnn is at this moment glided to the side of 
Peer Khan, who threw away his own ” 

“ That will bo conclusive, indeed,” said Chcctoo “ Bnt liow^ camo 

yon to 3oin them^^” 

“I was at my village near Jhalonc,” “^aid Ilidaynt ICiian, “I had 
formerly kiioivn Pceioo (as we call Peoi Khan), and he asked mo to 
30in him and his 3cniadai, and to follow the Pindhaiccs I never 
suspected them to bo Thugs, — who could, w'hen Ameer Ah and his 
father were high in favour with the i-ajali ^ and it was not till the 
Idian’s death that they began their horrible woik ” 

“Well,” said Chcctoo, ‘ you have laid the plan, the sooner you 
put it into execution the better You have prepared the horsemen, 
have you not said he to the other man, whoso face I knew 

“I have,” he replied, “they are standing by then horses, all 
ready for the signal to set on — hffcy good fellow’s , none of the Thugs 
will escape us ” 

“ Ta Alla ' ” cned Chcctoo , “ how mil ho look on mo ? and how 
can I bring myself to order the punishment he deserves P Ah, Ameer 
Ah, how thou hast deceived me* how could any one read deceit m 
that honest face of thine • ” 

“ Go,” said he to Hida3rut Khan and the others , “bung them to 
me vathout delay I wall not forget thy lewaid, thou hast asked 
for the saddle of Peei Khan ” 

“ No more * nb more *” cned the villain, “ ’t is all I want ” 

“ Ay,” said Peer Khan to mo in a whisper, but ho has not got it 
yet, and he is a cunning fellow if he does get it Come, Meoi Sahib, 
we must be off — they are moving ” 

I was almost fascinated to the spot I could have lam there and 
listened to the discourse , but the peril was too immment, too deadly 
for a moment’s delay I got np, and snealong along, we saw the 
two figures cross the threshold of the tent, and with hurried steps 
direct their course to a part of the camp wheie the pagah was, and 
which was close to our tent 
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Fcor lent tii Bpocd tto floTr to onr tent and for n few moments 
^oro ongngod m tjing np somo TiilaaWcs tto lind broneht ont for 
diTision Carmp done thi5, tto Immod to onr Lowe* Somo of tho 
men wrro nlrcady m tLoir saddles I looped on my spintod ntumaL 
and drOTT my STford ready for tho ^rsL I insLcd all to more off 
m a body for a* rot thoro Tvaa no alarm bnt I -mis docared — wo 
woro BtuTonndod 1 Tho instant nro were In motion n body of borso 
dashed nt ns, fmd wo wero at onco engaged in a conflict for life or 
death "What happened I know not I ont down tho on^ man who 
was oppoiod to mo Peer Khan was eqnaDy fortnnato I rocoired a 
shght wonnd from another which I littlo heeded wo nrgod onr 
horse* to thenr ntmoet speed, and tho darkness fav onr ed onr escape 
I soon fonnd, as I slackened my paco a httlc, that somo of my men 
were with mo, TVo hod agreed to toko a northerly direction, ptwI 
rendcavons nenr n wmAll villogo which conld bo scon from tho camp 
and by thm prccanfaan theso who had escaped were soon collcctm 
together Wo were not pnrsaod, thongh wo heard tho shonts of tho 
Pmdharccs, ns they hnlloood to each oflior in and ahont their camp, 
end the shots from thoir matobloolcB and wo afterwards heard they 
diad meronsly wounded many of each other m xaistako I almost 
drea&l to call oror the names of those who stood aroimd me, I 
oonld not si^ their &acs, and no ono spoke a word to his compamon 
We waited for a comndoreblo tune, — for an hour or more. Grada 
ally the noise and shonting m tho Pmdharoo camp died away and 
by the straggling watch Arcs alone conld one hare told that a mighty 
army was encamped there. Now pTid ^Tinn tho shrill neigh of a 
hare© was bom© to ns npon tho mght-wmd, and when it ceased thero 
•wi* agam a melancholy siloncc. The httle Tillage too was deserted 
port of it had been mimed, and the embers of the honses still 
emitted sparks, now and then mmAmg np a as portumi of 

dry grasi of the thatched hats which had escaped booamo igmted. 
rnrthar del^ was useless I thareforo broke tho silence, which 
was pamfnl to alL 

How many aro there of os, Peer Kbnn P ” I asked, m ft low 
tOUB. 

Eleven, said he { “ the rest I fear have fHHwri 

I pray Alla they have i bettor far to fall by a sword-cut or a 
spear thrust, than to bo exposed to torture But who are absent P 
IS Uotee hareP" 

“ Alas 1 no, ITeer Sahib Uotee I saw struck down- I rnmle a 
out at the Pmdharee who wounded him, but tho deceived 

Tnft — I miBsed hum” 

And who else are absent ? ttid I, ufafirng my gnef, for 3Iotee 
had been as a brother to me ‘let thi we who are here tell their 
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They did so Glious IDmi y,\i^ away, ond Ifiir/ur Ali and Kam- 
doen Singh, three of onr best, men, !Motec ^^as a fomlh, Hidaynfc 
Khan the ti'ailoi, was a lifih, and all oin attcudantg and grooms 
“ T IS no nse slaying hcic," said I, “ wo ninsl make the hesfc of 
onr w*ay to dhalonc, ihcio we will wait Ihc nsual lime, and if none 
Tctairn, the ccicinomcs for Ihc dead miisfc ho pci formed for them 
Kono of yo will grudge your share of ihc booty wo haio (blessed be 
Bhowance') biought away wilh ns to ihoir wives and families, 
swear this nnlo me, ye that ni o w ilhng ” 

“"Wo swear^” cried the whole, almost with one voice 
‘'lam satisfied,” said I, “now let ns piocced We must turn 
off the main road when it is light, we all know' the paths through 
the .innglcs, and by ihcni w e w ill ira\cl tillwoaio safely beyond 
Hooshungabad , beyond that I fear not ” 

“Proceed,” ciicd Peer Khan , “wo follow you ” 

And we lode on in silence with hca\'y hcaits We tiavellcd thus 
for many days Tin oiigh the country w c passed, we represented our- 
selves, as long ns the Kngpoor tcnilory lasted, to bo seiwants of the 
government on a secret mission , and though we were often suspected 
and questioned, yet by my addicss I biought my band clear out of 
all the difficulties , and our hcails bounded with joy when at length 
we arrived on the banks of the noble Kurbudda, and dashmg 
our steeds into the fold soon left its watcis betsveen us and our 
enemies 

Inured as we were to ihc fatigues of long and severe marches, and 
our horses also, not a day passed but fittcen or taventy coss were 
travelled, and at this rate w c were not long m reaching our home 
Blessed he Alla* we did icach it, and glad was my heai’t once again 
to see the groves of Jlialonc after my w'cary pilgrimage Ko notice 
had we been able to give of our appioach, and I ahghted at the door 
of my own house unattended and alone, coveicd with dust, and avom 
by fatigue and exposure to the fierce heat of the sun, and as much 
changed by anxiety for the fate of my poor comrades as though ten 
additional years had gone over my head, instead of only a few weeks 
Aly servants scarcely knew me , but wdien I was recognized, the 
glad tidmgs of my return flew from mouth to mouth I waited not 
even to quench my ragmg thirst before I was agam m the embrace 
of Azeema, my own loved one, and peril was once more forgotten 
We assembled m the evening, and as the pockets of our saddles 
were one by one unripped and their contents heaped on the floor 
before us, a glorious pile mdeed met oui view of lumps of gold and 
silver, the produce of the jewels we had seized, which we had melted 
down as we got them There were a few strings of pearls, one of 
which I laid aside for the rajah , and the whole was then weighed, 
valued, and distributed Those whom we supposed to be dead were 
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not forgotten ; tHcir sbarcfl troro laidoside nnd oftonrordB delivered 
to thoir frunflieg. 

I novr Qgam enjoyed peace and ro*t all idea of joining Cheotoo 
or any other of the Pinahareo Icadoni was ont of tho qncation for 
thongh I might havo done so nndor nn assumed name, yot the 
chanco of hmng rocognisotl would ham been too great and I was 
nch emoogh for tho present. Choctoo, too, liad rcaoiod tho summit 
of his fomo nnd his prospoh^ hi* plans were all frustrated hy tho 
rash and sudden nso of tho Mahiattn powers. Alt th^ could do 
was of no avail ogohiit tho skill and bravery of tho taropcans 
ono by ono thoy won) conqaerod and Chcotoo, thoagh ho might 
havo profited by tho generosity of his enemies ond accepted a largo 
estate which ho was offered by thorn, could not curb his restless 
spinL A few of his mon followed !us fortunes, but his standard 
was in vam raised for fresh odhorents. These oven deserted him 
ono one his prospects vrero blasted ho become a miscrablo 
fngitivo} and pursued from hsont to haunt, from fastness to fast 
noss, ho at last perished miserably }3j a bgcr m tho dsnso jangles 
about tho fort or Aascer Ghur Pcaco bo to his mcmcTry 1 bo was a 
great Tn*m , and a sbiLfol and bravo leader and whaterror cranes he 
may havo committed m his wOd career as a Pindharoo obrnffann^ hn 
droadfol death hss boon soino atooement for them. 

I pass oTor two moro years. Why should I fstiguo yea, sahib 
with a iclAtion of daily occurrcncea, monotonoas m ^emseh^ and 
presenting to my memory not on© faundant worthy of remark P I 
win again lead you to the rood, and to further adrenture*. 

But, Ameer Ali, said I, did you never hoar aught of Motoo and 
your other companions who vrero seised Cbeetoo P 

I had fbrgottm them, sahib theirs was a cad fate, as you shall hear 
On© evening about three months after my re tur n home, as I was 
sitting in the dswan khana of my housa, surrounded hy dome 
fiianos, an attendant brought m© word that a mim wna without, 
closely wrafped in a sheet, who deerred to speak with ini*, « He 
win not enter " said he and says th*^. you will know him when 
you se© him.” 

I toot up mj sword and followed him. It was dnak, and I did 
not reoogmae tne feoturoe of the peison who h«d sent for me m 
deed he was so closely muffled that I could hardly see them. 

What IS your purpose, friend P I asked, as the •mnn did Hot 
speak, but motioned, with Ins arms under his cloth for my attendant 
to go away I hid hnn begone. 

Jemadar oned the figure whan we ware alone, do you not 
know me P” 

Tho voice,” said I, ”is famniar to mmft eersj step wito the 
light that I may see your face. 
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tho two others, Ktmur A]i and Homdeon Singli, who ttoto bd- 
tonched Hidaynt Khan was thoro — tho vxUam and titutor I — ondhis 
tnamphont glanco q^mulod under mmo when I fixed my oycf on him 
and would not withdraw them. 

SUenco woj onlorod, and Oheotoo demanded with a loud voice 
of Hi^yut Khfln whether ho know any of tho pOrsena before him- 
“ I do Nuwab, said tho wretch and he named us one by one, 
and pointed us out 

“ And what have yon to say ogainit them P ojked tho chief 
” I nccuBo them of bomg Thng», laid ho I accuso them of 
mnrdoTj— H3f tho mnrdor of Ghuflbor Khan and of fonrfeen other 
good Pindhorcca they dare not deny it, 

“ Let thar jemadar os ho is callod, sud Ohoetoo, if he can 
gponl antwor to this. Bat poor Motee s ipmt was fast deporting 
lie was senseless, and never spoke aflerwaras. 

* *1 will reply smd I ; 1 say it is a bo, a base ho X defy that 
Trifm to bring proofs, Eiavo wo not serred well m your aimp, 0 
JJTuwab P have wo not ever been foremost m danger and more 
nmroifa] than aH tho rest of those murdonng vQkuns F 

Stnho hns on the mouth with a shoe! cut him down for his 
msolonce ! mod sovuml 


Silence 1 ogam cxolouned Ohoetoo the first man who dis* 

I this locrniry by Alla I I wiD bohoed him- 

Qo on, no oontumed, addressing me) what more have you to 


“ ITothmg Kuwob I rely on your jnshoe. 

“ Justice you shall have j but toll mo why yonr chief has fled 
This coomsed mo a httlo, but oftor a moment ■ thought 1 rophed 
stont^ — 

Look you, Nuwab I am a plain soldier and cannot ploaseyour 
ear with fine words My leader has fled it is true, but nrt frixa 
guilL That black hearts viHaiii, Hidayut THinTi, wanted more 
than his share of plunder on mai^ occasions, rnWi ifu refused it. 
He seporEted from us we dogged bun about the camp, anti detected 
him m dose conversation with a moo who is known to be in yonr 
fvnfTSi This excatad our suBpiman This evening we watdiedlinn to 
your tent I gave the information to our jemadar bo and Peer 
stole towards it they hud down outside and heard his vOe accusations 
of murder and had only time to fly and mount th^rr harsea. We 
wore not all prepared, and have fallen into your hynd ;*- Of what 
use would lb have been for h i m to have braved yonr presence P 
disgrace alone, to snob a man as he is, would have been msupport- 
abla, — he would have destroy ed himeelL I know no more { do with 
us asycu please 

^Oheetoo seemed struck with what T had Baid 4 and mused for a 
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ytrtir commaifd, but Tvlnr BhouW ilint vilo Tmttch livo P ho who, 
for a groedy demand of moro than his share, which ho Iojott ho 
oonld not rocciro nccordmg to onr laws, has denounced us, has 
broheu hjs oath, and been tmhuthfal to tho salt ho has eaten P la 
ho not a Thug P has ho not joined mo and a linndred otbom in onr 
work oror sinco ho was a boy P IIo cannot deny it look nt him, 
look at his cowardly features conrulsod by terror — they show 
that what I say Is tmo. If ho had been, as ho layi Iw is, an honcs^ 
TTiftTi, irhy did ho not cause us to bo eased whon wo wero in the act 
of murder — upon tho very bodies P Ho might Imro dono so for 
tho deeds, ciajpt that of QhulToor Klion, wero committed in tho 
first watch of tno night, iVhon tho comp was nwako and orcry ono 
engaged in his own busmess, "Why did ho not then douounco ns P 
ho would haro been behoved. But no ho wanted half of tho plan 
dor of that mans brother It was denied him, as simiTor requests 
Imd boon before and ho has bocomo a thing for men to spit at. If 
wo dio, ho should not bo spared, beouuso ho is a Thug as wo ore 
booausa ho is a traitor and a coward I 

* laar 1 cned Hidayut Kh an, scarcely able to speak between 
rage and fbox Uor I I defy thee to say I emr strangled a person 
' Ho, said I to Cheotoo ho was too great a coward, ho dared 
not I and my lord may bare romarfeed that ho used tho slang term 
to erprea lus meaning in tho lost words be nttored. 

“ Vllo wretch I cned Ohoetoo to hna, thou art worse than they t 
they ore brave and undaunted, thou art a coward thy head shall 
be struck fi rom thy body 

Hm cnee for pardon, for life, wero horriblo ho besought, ho 
threattmod but oi what avafl was itP He was dragged to tho 
doorway of the tent, a Piudhoree stopped behind him, and, wh3e 
he still pleaded for mercy his head iras struok from hji shouldere 
and roUfti forwards. 

Aro you not dismayed P oned Ohoetoo to us yours will 
follow 

" No I cned we, one and all deeth must como sooner or later 
and ours is now — wo fear not 

They ftar it not, said ho to another n'hii»ftoiTi ‘ death would 
be weloome to them but thair pumshmeut shall be worse — they 
shall linger cut a miserahle existence. Ho 1 cned he to his fur 
ashes, out off these YiTUint noses and he-miw, and bnng thorn to 
me. 

“ It wna done, Ifeer Sahib I I alone have lived to tell it our 
noses were out off — next our hands. The bloodmg stumps were 
thrust mto boihng oil, and we were dnvon from the camp, there 
and than to pens^ as they thought we should, in the wild jungles. 
And the other two did pensh we had no ono to our 
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"Tls truo I had pamod tho highest rnnl- I possessed fame not 
B jonmdar or Boohohdor of Tling» could oomparo his ncticms Tnth 
mmo 1 but I vtunlf thought thoro tma moro to bo gamed, and that 
I had only to propoao an expedition, to bo joined by ft huger number 
of Thugs thnTi had collected togothor for many years. In this I 
fru not disappointed, os you shall hcor 

I have bomro montionod to you tho namo of Qancaha Jemadar 
ho was always with ua when not on tho road, envying onr quiet 
•and rcspcot a blo modo of lifcv which ho could not attam by any 
mcanf, though ho loft nono untried. Ho bribed nil tho nyah’s 
oonrt, nay tho rtuah hunsolf to nroenro cnnploymontj but thoro 
was •omothin^ so harsh and forbidding in his aspect, and so im 
■oonth wero his znannors, that ho did not succcod m what ho so 
much longod for 

Ho came m despair to os, and after rating in no moosnrod tonna 
the conduct of tim mjah and his officers, nid that ho wns deter 
mined again to toko to tho rood, for thoro alone ho found oconpation 
and omnacment. Ho pressed mo to accompany end jom him, 
pictmed in strong torms the booty wo shcmld pain and tho glorr 
wo ahonld win and after many demurs and olgeetions on my pare, 
1 finally ogroed. Nebco was giTOD oot to all the Thngs of th^ part 
of tho county that an oxpodibon of groat mognitade would be 
imdertaLen after tho ensuing Dusera. 

Accustomed os Aseeina 1^ become to my iemporaiy ahaences, 
after the periods of quiet I had passed with bar she did not now 
oppose my leaving hn os tho done before. She thought it 
•was some mercantile spooul&bon wlnoh led me from home, and, as 
you may behove, I did not undecaivo her 

Bejoiced at the prospoot of again eemng nnder me, aH my old 
hand, and many more, flocked to tho place of rendesrona, which -was 
at some distanoe&om JhnLme. Ganeaha had upwards of ahundred 
fbllowara j and, finally on the day of the I>usora, the usual cere 
momaa were canoluded m tho presonoe of upwards of three hundred 
Thugs, than whom a finer or more experienced never 

■gather^ under any leader I was justly proud of my clmrgo and 
my father who had aooompamed me to the rendezvous, felt all Ins 
former fire landle withm "nTm. 1 preeaed hrm to aoooinpcLny ui, 
and the old man oonsanted. 

Some wore for trying a new hne of road, and for penetrating rntn 
Gnserat through Bajpootana. This question was fa^ly diaoussed m 
a general assembly and opinions bemg nraoh balanced between that 
route and our old one by Sangor and Jnbbulpoor to Nagpoor the 
matter was relerred to the deoiston of the mnwTT They were 
suited as I have ba&re deecsribed and as they domdedly pomted to 
tho south, no fttrther doubt could be entertained upon the suhfeot. 
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AgaiB, tlieiofore, wc moved on inonv old du’ection, to ns familiar, for 
tliero was not a man among us who did not know every step of the 
road, and the host places for the destruction of any persons whom 
chance might throw in our way 

We had proceeded nearly as far as Sangor, with hut mdifierent 
success considermg oui laigo body, having only killed fourteen 
tiavellers, and got but little booty, when, one night, as my father 
and myself, with a few others, sat m om* little tent, we heard the 
cLaiea — that most dreadful of all omens to a Thug The ekarea is 
the short sharp bark or call of the 3ackal, uttei ed in the first watch 
of the mght, in itself there is something peculiarly melancholy and 
appallmg , but to a Thug the sound is one of horror In an instant 
all conversation was at an end, and wo gazed on each other m con- 
sternation and alarm Ho one spoke, wo all listened mtently , it 
might be lepcated, which would bo worse than over It was , the 
sharp short bark was agam heard, and there was but little tune for 
deliberation . all started to their feet 

“We must return instantly,” said my father “Bhowanee is 
unpropitious, or danger threatens , at any i ate, to go on is impossible, 
for marked you not that the sound came fiom the very dmection of 
to-morrow’s march ^ ” 

All agreed that it did, and were unanimous in their desire to re- 
turn Still I could not divmc why the bark of a jackal should 
change the determination of three hundred men, and I ventured to 
say that I was sure it was some mistake, and that, even if it was not, 
we ought to proceed, smee the omens had been so propitious at the 
commencement “ Why ' ” said I to my father, “ were they not so ^ 
Have we not worshipped the pickaxe every seventh day accordmg to 
the law ? Have we not performed all the necessary ceremonies on 
the death of every traveller ^ ” 

“That IS all true,” said my father, “but it is madness to think 
of proceedmg Boohsh boy ' you have never known a reverse, 
thanks to your good fortune, and the excellent advice by which you 
have been guided , but beware how you disregard omens — it will 
one day lead you to destruction As to this matter, the designs of 
Bhowanee are inscrutable, and she must be obeyed * ” 

Other Thugs too had heard the ekarea, and many came m a 
clamorous body to the tent, beggmg either to be allowed to disperse, 
or to be led back to Jhalone 

Any words of mme would have been useless, for the whole band 
seemed infected by superstitious fear , I therefore held my peace 
Our encampment was broken up instantly, and, late as it was, wo 
that mght retrograded a few coss on the road by which we had 
come , no fresh omen of favour was vouchsafed to us, and we re- 
traced our steps to Jhalone, disappomted, weaiaed and dispmted. 
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A montli Tjasscdin jdloncas but lianng formed mj dctcnninaUcm 
ugam to taJeo to tho road I Tens not to bo pat off, and again I ns- 
flomblod my men nnd songbt for omens. Tlioy Tforo £avonitvblo,nnd 
I heartily prayed to Bhowanco that they nugfifc not doooiro ns n^ain 
into & fruitless expoditum. Theypointod, too toodifforontdircctjoa, 
that of tho TTcst and mi knerr that botmxm Bombay and Indoor 
and indeed throng nil parts of ilalwa, largo troosnres wore con- 
stonily pasiiiig wo had boforo, os you hoTO heard, leaped th* 
Inrgost booty 1 had orcr got m that quarter and I hoped to eocure 
a 1^ 0 cnao again. "W^o accordingly loft onr homo, — one nnndrcd and 
twen^ ThngB under myself and I*oer Khan, xrho stfll stude to mo. 
Ganesha had gone off In a different diroclion— -Trhither I knoir not 
his proflonco iros almiyi halofol to mo ivhy I could not toll, and I 
could but ill di^uiso tho feelings I ontertoiriod towards him. 

It was too long an cgiedihon for my father to undortnlm, and ac 
cordmgly ho stayed at our rfDogo. Wo mot with no adTontares 
TTOTth recording sahib, on our rood to Bombay, for thither wo worn 
dotenninod to proceed m quest of plonder; besides, I had heard 
mudi of its tmportonco, ond I f^t a canoexty to behold tho soa and 
the shm of tho Fcnnghecs, wUoh came otut tmeklass waters from 
their w country Bot when I say that we met with no parbcnlsj' 
adrontures or any worth recording yon mnst not thmk that we 
were idlo. Thirty one tmmlion died % our hands sereml eaiaqicd 
ns, the omens bemg agornst thair destmotion mmI finally wo 
reoahed Bombay with aboatfbar thousand rupees worth of plunder 
—enough to eunblo us to lire respeotahlr In Bombty we p^ up tn 
tho bonar winch is without tho mrt and although, from the 
danger of detectum, we oould not keep together yet a constant 
ftTTTTimtiTnnftijnn wos kept uu among ns, and ereiy man held >nm«p1f 
fa rmdiTifm to start m any direotion on a moment ■ •w mmTng 1 had 
appomted too a rendesrous the town of Tannah, wUoh, twmg close 
to the oontment, is a place whero trayelieri oemgregatB m large 
numbers pronous to posseng otct 

I saw tne sea I Day after day I went down to its edge, and gated 
on its mflgmfioence. I used to he on the grass of the plsm befctre 
the fort, and pass hours of a sort of dreamy ecstasy looking on its 
Taryong aspect, — like that of a beauiifal woman, now all «TT>np*, 
ogam agitated by the passions of lore,— or lurfanTTig to its monoton- 
oua and sullen roar as ware after ware bowed its Greet, and broke 
into sparkling foam on the white nand. 

I was lying thus one day about the semnth after our amyal, 
meditating on our mactiye Ixfa, and had almost detarmmed to de- 
part the next day when a rospeotable-Iooking Tnan came up to me. 

^ Salam Aliekoom i said he you are eyidantiy a strangar for 
ycnir dress and carnage bespeak you to be an mhibitimt of TTfa 
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dostan I liave Tvatchecl you for im o clays comiup to this spot and 
gazmg on the sea , liavo yon never seen it before ? ” 

“ jSTever,” replied I , “ my homo is, as you say, far inland, and in 
Hmdostan , yon have thns gnessed rightly , and to me, a stranger, 
can it he othenviso than that I should be struck with a sight so 
novel and so overpowenng as this expanse of water is, which seemsr 
to melt mto the s^ 

“ The tones of yonr voice are music in my ears,” said the stranger 
“ I have heard many from my country (for that is also Hindostan), 
but never any which i eminded me so strongly of my own home as 
yours May I ask your village 

“ I lived formerly in Jlurnae, in the Smdousee Pergunna,” said 
I, “ but now reside in Jhalone ” 

“Mumae ciaed the man in astonishment; but he lowered his 
voice as he said, “Ah, I remember now, ’tis on the borders of 
Smdia’s country, and belongs to him.” 

“ Not now,” said I; “ the Permghees have had it ceded to them, 
and they possess it ” 

“ But,” said the man, changing the topic, “ you love to look on 
the sea , have you ever been on its surface ? have you visited the 
ships you may have seen moored before the town ?” 

“I have not,” leplied I, “I several times determmed to go, but 
my heart faded me when I saw the frad boat which should take me 
Besides, I am a stianger , no one would have admitted me were I to 
have gone to them ” 

“ Will you accompany me ? ” said the man “ I have an idle day 
before me, and shall be glad to pass it in your company.” 

I gladly assented, and we took our way to a stone pier which ran 
into the sea on the outside of the fort. 

I cotdd notdivme with whom I had thus scraped an acquaintance, 
all the peons on the bunder (for so the pier was called) paid the 
greatest respect to my new fnend , all made low obeisances to him, 
and a scramble ensued among the owners of the small boats which 
were tied to the landmg-place, for the honour of conveymg us to 
the shippmg 

He selected one, however, and pushing off, we were on the bosom 
of the ocean. I confess I was afraid , though Jhalone was not far 
from the Jumna, I had never seen that fnver, nor had I ever seen 
a boat before my arrival at Bombay Now each succeedmg wave, 
as we descended from the top of the last one, appeared as though it 
would roll over us , but the men were fearless and experienced, and 
after a few qualms I was reconciled to our situation We rowed, 
for the wmd was against ns, close round several of the ships which 
lay at anchor ; and at last ascended, with the pemuBSion of a Pe- 
rmghee officer who was on board, the side of an immense ship, which 
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xnf friend told mo mis ono of wnr and belonged to tho long of 
England AhcrloofcmgOTCTtljoiipporpart a small grntui^ of two 
rnpccs to a aaflor cnntied ns to proceed below to sco tho guns. I 
■was nstonislicd at tbcir suo and at tlio oxnctnesi witli whicn oro^ 
thing irns fitted; tho ropes cron nroro twutod down into coils, lio 
hngo snakes slcepinp and tho wholo rms a piotnro of neatness and 
clcnnlincsa whiob. I liitlo oxpoatod to haro ecen. Bat these matters, 
Bahib, aro donbUcss fluniliar to jtm, so I inU pass them oror "Wo 
rotarned to tho shoro "mth a &ir wind, and ns tho boatmen spr ead a 
Tnnll sail, wo diuicod morrily along orcr tho hearing wat42rB. 

I was abont to soparato from my oompamon, and again protested 
my ionso of his tandnets, when ho stopp^ mo 

No Meor Sahib, sold ho I mast haro farther conrcrio with 
jom I am much mistaken if yon aro not what I was onco, and am 
still whenorer I can BCtto on onportmuty 

1 stared &t him. Oonld ho Lo a Thng ? If ho was not, bo would 
not nnderstand onr words of rocogmbonj if ho was, I shonld bo 
right I did not hesitate. 

‘^Ah Khan Dhaoo Salami • said I, ganng mtently at htm, 

“ Solom Aliokoom 1 " cned ho. It was onongb — ho also was o 
Thog 

“ Thoao words I hare not heard for xumy a rear said he; ''they 
remind me of my early daj*. and tho goor of the Ttrpetmea. 

Thffii you haro eaton it F said X 
I hare,” replied tho man. 

Knaagh, cnod I j I hare met with a fnend bat who you aro 
I am os yet ignomnt. 

Haroyounofe ever heard of Soobbon Khan Jemadar P" heaaked 
‘ Xou any you ca m e from hlomae surely I must be remembered 
thareP" 

“ I hare, answered I j ** those who knew you hare beherod you 
dead. How is it that you ere here, and » person of anthonty P 

I will tell yon hareafter of situation, but at present I have 
many qnoBtaons to ask of you first, is my good frisnd Ismail 
Jemadar alive P 

“ Ify fiithsT 1 said X surely he is the good old TnnT< Kaw at- 
torned a fine age, and is welL 

“ Shootirr Knoda 1 oned he but you —id be was your father 
surely he had no children*— he was not eren married when I left.” 

“ Ah, said I, so it mi g ht hare been tlwTn, but here am I to speak 
for myself. 

** And Hoocam, his and my friend, does he too hro P 


LltaraHy Sshrtation to All Khan, my brother ” This Is tho r^** of 
eognltloii by vhloh T hng s are able to make tbomsalTM kaom to each other In 
alTparta af India. 
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“ Alas, no , lio died two years ago, fall of age and liononr ” (I 
liave not mentioned tins event to yon, saliib, but it bad taken place 
soon aftei I returned fiom my Pmdbarce expedition ) 

He continned to ask after many of bis old friends, and at last in- 
quired bow many men I bad mtb mo 

I told bim, and bo was somowbat astonisbed at tboir number 
“Well,” said be, “you aio bore, and it will be bard if I cannot 
find some work for you I bave told you I am a Tbng, and have 
been so from myyoutb, my father and ancestois were Tbugs before 
me But, many years ago, I came berc as tbe servant to a saboukar 
of Indoor I liked tbe place, and not long after got employment as 
a government peon, m tbe service of tbe English They bave been 
land and generous masters to me , I bave served them well, and 
bave risen by degrees to tbe lank I now bold, wbicb is that of 
jemadar Why I left my station as a jemadar of Tbugs is perhaps 
unknown to you ?” 

I repbed that I did not know 

“ It was m consequence of a foolish quarrel witli your father,” 
said be “We were on an expedition, and I thought be assumed too 
much We were both young men, of fiery blood, we bad a sharp 
altercation, and both drew our swords , be was nay superior, and I 
feai ed that be would condemn me to death I fled, entei ed tbe service 
of tbe saboukar as one of bis escort from Indoor, and you see what 
I am Yet I bave never forsaken tbe Tbugs whenever I bave met 
with them I am too old to seek adventnies myself, but I put tbe 
young and active in tbe way of them, and thus bave kept up my 
connection with them , not, it is true, with those of Hindostan, for 
a feeling of shame has hitherto prevented my domg so , but smee 
Bbowanee has thrown you m my way, you shall not regret it My 
acquamtance has been with tbe Tbugs of tbe Dnkhun, and I bave 
beaded one or two expeditions towards Poona, when I could get leave 
of absence for a while from my duties Bnt when I could not do this, 
I bave secured bands of travellers for my associates, and they bave 
been successful I bave, too, by tbe share of tbe booty I was entitled 
to, been able to purchase tbe goodwill of those who could befriend 
me , and your servant Soobban Khan enjoys a high character among 
tbe Sabib-logue for honesty and fidehty ” 

‘I do not doubt it,” said I “your appearance insures respect, 
your manners are courtly , and how could it be otherwise ^ ” 

Thus conversing, we reached bis bouse , it was not far from where 
I was residing, and, as he told me afterwai ds, be bad discovered who 
we were, and bad followed me from place to place, until be got an 
opportunity of speaking with me unobserved Prom this time, as 
you may believe, sahib, we were sworn friends I listened to bis 
’details of roguery (for rogue be was m bis heart) with great interest, 

z 
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and I accoinmnlcd him eorornl tunc* to tho dnrhar of tho gontlcrrmn 
rrhom hia duticrs wcro conncctod. Ho Traa oridontlj a jHjrton 
troll thoDght ofi and as far oi his oQico was concerned, that of keep- 
ing tho peace, troa tcalons and aotlra Still there -mui oomething 
forbidding to mo m tho tray ho notr followed his profcMion of & 
Thng and as wo bocamo more intimatoly aennaint^ ho unfolded 
to mo hia plan* and operation*. 1 cannot toll you, sahib, of thoir 
extent. Ho introdncod mo to tho jomadara of iJokhun Thngs, who 
ioonrod tho read* to Poona, to Naa*ok, toSholapoor and Hyderabad 
to others from Guxorat, who were ongaged in that port of tho 
oonntry — but all under hi* control, and from all of wnom ho oi 
nctiid a high rate of tnbnto os tho price of tho mfonnation ho was nblo 
to giro them, a* to tho despatch of troasura m vanou* diroction* by 
tho sahonkor* and merchants of Bombay 

I had remainod with him a wook, and our stock of money 1015 
Bonsihly dimmish mg What was to bo done ? Ho hadpronmod as- 
sistauco in giring mo information of the despatch of treasnre in our 
direction, and I Md hitherto waited m expectation that he would 
fnl^ his promise, I was tired too of Bomboy j the season was ad 
Tanemg and I hardly thought sro thoald reach Jhalone before tho 
aottiug m of tho mins. 1 therefbm wont to him. and fainkly told 
him oar money wa* mnniag short, and that m a place like Bombay 
whoro my men wero exposed to co many temptations, thoy could not 
be expected to keep what they bad I wa* tnorefbre anxious to do> 
port, and, if ho could gnro me no hope of any Bpoedy booty that I 
■hoald set OS' in two days, and take my ohanco on the road. 

“My plan* are not quite matured in your direction, said he. I 
haro heard that one of tho greatest triers to Indoor and Malwa i* 
about to send not less than two lakhn of rupees thither I know 
that the rokurreas are hired but as yet I cannot say whethor th^ 
carry hoondees or money Three day* ought to determine thi* and 
in the meantune, as yon want num^ a thousand rupees are at your 
semoe, which you oan repay me^ with interest, at three per cent 
pear month, on your omral at Jhalone. I will trust to your good 
faith as the ton of my old fnend. 

I *m obliged to you, replied I ** but the money is not quite so 
necessary os I said. I behere emry man ho* lome twenty or thirty 
rupees m his poetession but it wa* to prerent their spmiding thi* 
that I spoke to you a* I did. Only say that withm a week we m*y 
stoii, a^ my men wiU be oorefuL ^ 

“ Oertainlj said he, before a week** fama, Oome to me to-mor 
row erening after prayer tuniy and you wbwH have further new* 
about your bunij 

The intarest-eatmg rascal 1 said I, as I left him. He a true bo- 
horer 1 Strange I have never beard of him from my father but I 
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Trill ask him about tlie fellovr on my return borne, and doubt not I 
shall bear some evil or lascalily of him Not a lupoe of bis money 
'mJl I touch, the kafir ? A Thug to take mteicst fiom a Thug, 'who 
over beaid of it ? I daro say be is as bad as the ■vil]ainous bbutteara 
we killed at Sangoi Nor was I wrong, sahib I became intimate 
with a Dukhun jemadar who was waiting for bumj, who told me 
that be ground the Thugs unmercifully, threatened to denounce 
them if they evei demuircd, and got from them double the share he 
would have been entitled to had he shared the risk and the danger 
on the road 

“But,” said the jemadar, “there is no doing without him, much 
as he oppi esses us he thiows the most valuable booty into our hands, 
which ue could never get scent of by oui selves , he has a number of 
Thugs who are his servants, and w horn he pays liberally to get him 
infoimation, he possesses the confidence of the sahoukais, as he 
assists them to smuggle , they pay him too for a kmd word now and 
then "With the Sahib-logne In fine, ho is paid both by them and 
us, and he contiives to sell all our valuable plunder ” 

“ Then his receipts must be enormous,” said I 

“ They are,” said the jemadar, “ and we all grudge them to hun, 
but still he piotects us, and we could not do without him ” 

“ Has he ever been treacherous ?” I asked, for, by Alla! I was 
inclined to mistrust the rascal 

“ There are some stones of the kind,” he replied, “ but in the mam 
he IS to be trusted Still, as I said, if he were not, we could do 
nothing without him , ho knows every jemadar of the Dnkhun, and 
could, if he chose, blow up the whole system to-morrow , but it does 
not suit his mterest to do so, and we are aU his slaves ” 

“Long may ye continue to be so cried I to Peer Nhan when 
he had left me , “but as for us, brother, ’tis the last time he will 
catch us here What say you?” 

“ Certamly,” said Peer Elian , “ these fellows are never to be 
trusted , they exist everywhere, m all shapes they are zemmdars 
and patels of "villages , and they are fakeers and bhuttearas , they 
are goosaens, sahoukars, servants, and mutsuddees , nay, the rajah 
of Jhalone is one himself They are an evd ’t is true, but we could 
not do without them ” 

“ I have done so as yet,” said I, “ and, by Alla ' I will never trust 
one of them.” 

“May you never have occasion, Meer Sahib ” And the conver- 
sation dropped 

I went as I had promised, and found Soobhan Khan in high glee 
“ I have secured the bunij,” said he “ Are you ready ? ” 

“ I am What are your orders ?” 

“ Listen,” he rephed “ I was right m saying the sum was two 
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lakhs. Contrary to tnr expectations tlio sum is In gold and silrtr 
and jewels there are about ton tlionsand mpccs in hoondeca ^lUs) 
but thot IS all- Now before I toll you more, wo most make our 
bargtun- 

” Speak, cned I j " I am ready to giro anything m reason.” 

“ Ay you aro my old fnond a eon, so I must not treat yon ns I do 
the otnere 1 nssoctato with, eaid ho from thorn I get a third of 
tho whole hut from you I ask only a fifth. A filth will bo twenty 
thousand mpeos. Will tou giro it? 

With pleosoTO, said L “ You may trust to my wor d directly 
I got the money and reach Jhalono, I will purchase e hoondoo on 
Bombay and tend it you.” 

Capital I cned he “you oro a man I Hke to deal with no 
•annDOcasary talk, no hogghag hko a bennen, hot yon ipcafc liko a 
soldier os you ara Now mro me a promise under your seal that I 
shall haro tho money and I will detail tho plan to yon. The paper 
IS a mere matter of form, and I am mothodioak 

I objected to this, and his brow darkened. I saw it, end instantly 
altorea what I had expressed Oct me writing matonals, and I 
will wnto it otri 

“ What I yen wnto ? a Thug wnto F But, never mind, emcc you 
are able to do it, so maoh tbe better there will be no need of a 
third penon. 

I wrote the paper and handed it to him, having scaled it with 
my seal he fold^ it corefolly up, and taok^ it into a fold of his 
torfaan. 

“ Now wo are all nght, Meer Bohib. This trea sur e goes under 
the escort of fifteen rokurreos they havo three camels, and will bo 
disguised as aoldiera, going ftom Poona to Indixir They left thm 
plaoe yeeterday with part of tbe treasure the rest is at Poona. 
From Poona uiey will go to Nassuk, where you will fall m with 
them trust mo, my mfonnation is correct to the minutest parboular 
I know tho aohoukari who send it I hare spoken with the roknr 
ran and to msure your being unsuspeoted by them, here is a pass 
wnttan in Persian and Mahratto, signed and sealed by the English 
o&oers ot oustoms here, kfc represents you as persons who itavo 
eome from Benares m charge of goods for a sahonkar by name Hur 
re^das, and diroobi that no one shall molest you on year return. 
The men who brought the goods are still here, and likefy to romaui 
till tho end of the rams. Than- leaito^s name is Fatih Mahomed 
BO Futih Mahomed you must be, if you please he too is about your 
own age and appearance, and thus you will be better able to person 
ate him. Ton see I have laid a g«>d plan, and I leave all the rest 
to your own judgment. Make the best of your way to Nassuk 
wait there four days, and on the fifth you will see yo ur bun^ if you 



C0NF2SSSI0N8 OF A THUG 


341 


keep a proper look-out Now go, make your preparations, and may 
Bhowanee send yon success Remember Soobban Kban, and return 
as speedily as you like , I bave no doubt I sball bave found fresb 
woik for you 

“ Ton may depend on me, Kban Sabib,” said I, “ I will not be 
long away fiom you Tour plan is an admii able one , and, Insballa ' 
youi twenty tbousand rupees are as safe to you as though you even 
now bad them m youi possession ” 

“ Remember me with many kmd words to your father. Ameer 
All,” contmned be , “would he come thus far to see an old friend, 
and forgive bun for the past ? ” 

. “ Of that I bave but little hope,” said I, “be is old and mfirm, 

and never leaves bis village , but be shall write to you ” 

“ Enough, enough,” said the kban , “ I bave much to accuse my- 
self of m the past , but ’tis a long tune ago, and be has most likely 
forgotten my foolish condnct ” 

I left him, but made an inward determmation to be guided en- 
tirely by my father’s counsel as to whether one coune of the twenty 
tbousand rupees should be paid or not “ And,” said Peer Kban 
afterwards, “ twenty tbousand rupees — the old vdlam ' He get it ' 
Ah, Meer Sahib, we sball be the brothers of owls and jackasses if be 
ever sees one rupee ! ” 

The next mommg we were on our return to Jbalone, and we 
baited between Bombay and Tannab for the day Our pass was of 
much use, for it was respected and obeyed , and the day after we 
passed Tannab and the different revenue guard-houses without m- 
terruption. 


CHAPTER XL 

Ist Murd — am strong framed, be cannot preYail witb me 
2nd Murd — Bpoben bke a tall fellow that respects bis reputation , come, sball 
we fab. to work ? 

Bichard III Act u , Bo 4. 

“ Shookue Kboda > ” cned Peer Kban, as be rushed mto my pre- 
sence on the fourth day after we had arrived at Nassuk , “ Soobban 
Kban was right — they are come ’ ” 

“Are you sure, Kban ?” 

“ Certam,” be replied, “the description we bad of them talbes 
with what I bave seen in every pomt Come and see yourself, 
there are the camels, and the men are disguised But I could iiave 
sworn, bad I met them anywhere, that they were rokurreas , they 
bave the air and bearmg of the tnbe ” 

“ Enough,” said I, “ you cannot be deceived They do nol know 
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•wo (iro hero, and wo -will do tho mmo a.i iro did oi Boorhnupoor 
Got tho men ready j -wo •will go round tho town tmvol o cosn or 
two, and enter by tho Kuno goto they did wo will then pat op m 
tho bninr with them.” 

We 'WOTO all ihortly in motion, and, ns I had planned after going 
round the ontildo of tlio to'wn, wo entered It on tho other aide, ond 
•WOTO Boon in onr now qnartorf in tho bainr 

TraTcUen bootl got aoqnninted. Tho oliop I chose adjoined the 
ono they oocnpiod, end I had quickly aemped an acquamtanco with 
tho jemadar of tho roknircos. 

Ihuraynn Dqa, for that wna hia nemo, was a tall end Tory power 
fhl man ho had imall twinkling eye*, and long ftmight cyoorowa 
which, by binding hia turban tightly oTor hi* temples, ho had drawn 
np in diagonal linos to cithor ndo, and this imparted to them a ‘Tciy 
peculiar crproBSion long mnstachios, which were twisted ont to 
eoab side, and thick bnBliy whiskers and his whole apponrunce 
proved him to bo an experienced roknrrea, and ono to whom deceit 
and stratagem wore familinr I shall baTO a cunning band to deal 
•with here, thoucht I, as I scanned his festtnres no ooromon pre 
ienocs •will go down •with him bat have him I mnst and •will, ay 
and hiB two lakhs too. Two lakhs 1 it » worth on eSbrt, were he 
R QOS turn himioll Tet ha was not slow in forming an acquaintance 
with me. Oar aalatations passed m doe form, and after wa had ell 
cooked oar moming meal, and sat on our carpets, we soon entered 
mto farniltMT- coUTOrsatlOD 

** A pretty business Bajoo Bao has made of it, said ha as I had 
asked him the nows from Poona. “The coward I hml he but put 
lumself at the head of his army •when tho fight took place at Erkee, 
he might have annihilated the Fertnghoee. 

And do you •wish that he hadP'^said I 

“ Oertamly what do we know of them P While they confined 
themselvB# to the fort of Bomboy it was all rery •woH, — and I re- 
member the time when they had hardly a foot of ground beyond it, 
— but now httle by little, tnoy have advanced, unm they have npeet 
the llahratta empire, and are in a fair ■way to take it.” 

" But,” said I “ Bajee Boo has a good army all fhw country is his 
rwn, and surely ho wiH do sometning The llahrattai are good 
soldiers, and he has leaders of renown with him, 

“ He -will do nothing Meer Sahib he -will run from place to 
place, and hii army may feht if they oon or -will ho -wOTnOTer 
tow a sword. The cowardly wretch has not tho soul of a flea.” 

Well, Jemadar to me it matters httle I have forsworn soldier 
mg and find that I can get a good hvelihood by escorting treasure 
and goods. I am just come from Benares, and the sahonkar who 
employed me has sent for more, -which I am to bnng down to h»rp 
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“ All’” cncd he, “ so yon are in ilml line. "Well, ifc is a good 
one if you liavo plenty of men, lint a soicly fronblesomo and dilEcult 
one if yon Lave few I spealc fiom cvpenence, for I am in the 
same business myself I hare been Inclcj , but my poor bi other was 
otherwise he fell by the hands of thieves between heie and Indoor, 
wo heard of him fiom Boorhnnpoor, but beyond that iie eonld get 
no tidmgs of him ” 

“Strange’” said I, “I never licard of thieves on the road, 
though my kafila would have been worth plundering But now I 
am nndci the protection of the Salub-loguc, I care not, they will 
soon have all the countiy, and thcio will bo no dangci in another 
year ” 

“Under the protection of the Fcnnghccs ’ how do yon mean ? I 
thought yon said yon served a sahonkar ” 

“Soldo,” I replied, “but to insure my safe return his friend 
Soobhan Khan got me tins pass, which he sard would be respected 
throughout the country , ” and I pulled out the document, which I 
had carefully folded up in w’ax-cloth, and show cd it to him 

“Ton are fortunate, j\Iccr Sahib, and particularly m knowing 
Soobhan Khan, who is a worthy man and one deservedly lespectcd, 
I have known him for many years , ho has alw ays been a good 
friend to me, and has got me employment when I most i eqnired it, 
by becoming secuiity for me to a laige amount But yon said that 
you had given up soldieimg in this yon have been wise , far pre- 
ferable IS it to gam an hououiablo hvelihood than be marched in all 
duections, wuth but little pay, and hard fightmg for that With 
whom have you served 

“ Ton must not toll any one,” said I , “ for every man who has 
served the man I have wonld desire it to be a secret, and peihaps 
the knowledge of my former life might be agamst my piesent in- 
terests I served under Cheetoo Pindharee, and led three thousand 
of his best horse ” 

“ Under Cheetoo ’ ” cned the jemadar , “ this is most strange , 
and yon are not joking ? ” 

“ I am not, I swear by your head , I dare say I could find some 
papers to convmce yon of the fact if yon doubt it. But, as I said, 
I do not like to tell any one ” 

need not fear me,” said he, “I am as close as a roknrrea, 
and yon know the saying is proverbial But yon must have seen 
strange adventures and strange lands , for they say he got nearly to 
M^ras, and left the Fermghees’ country a desert behind him ” 

I shall he glad to tell yon some of my adventures, J emadar 
Sahib, and perhaps they may mterest yon, though it hardly befits a 
man to speak of his own deeds ” 

“ Kay, there is nothing to he ashamed of, Meer Sahib , and as for 
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boinff n Pindharoo, tbo best in the land woro mth linn and a 
gallant army they wore •when the lint lubhor asacanblod at Ncma- 
war 

" Then yon ■wero there P ” 

“ I wat I bronght some treoanre from Indoor nnd Oegem to the 
Bahoakan at N’emawnr and saw tho wholo of the preparations for 
the compoiTO and Bhtmwan knows I was so taken with tho ap- 
pooranco of tho whole, that could I haro got a hono, I verily bo- 
J10T8 I abonld havo turned Pindharo© mjs^ They say ereiy man 
filled his saddle with gold and pearls." 

" "We woro lacky onongh said I, ospemally in tho first expedi 
tion. Had yon oomo to Nomawnr before the second had set out, 
yon would nave heard of mo I had a good uamo and a high rank. 
In the first I was nobody and gained Cheetoo s favour s^ely bO' 
ennse I was a bettor swordsman than any in his camp ' 

“ Then I have heard of you, saidthoman bntsnrelyyon cannot 
bo that 8 ynd Ameer Ah who was only second to Ghnfloor Khun P 
I am the rory person and no other " I rephod true, my rank 
11 fallen, but whose has not P Obeotoo is deed GbofToor KIuti has 
dttappearod, and is supposed to have gone to Hyderabod Syud 
Bbe^oo IS, God knows where and Sbeu Doha stOl roams almt 
the bnts between Boorhnnpoor and Hllinhpoor with a pnoo set on 
his head. Ho one knew mooh of me^ ana I suspect, so long as I 
behave pBaoefally and follow my present calhag no one wiB ask 
after me 1 had enough of bmng a Findharee after the second 
fomy and got to my homo at Jfaalone as soon as I could. If the 
others bad been wise, they would have sought tboir safe^ as I did. 

‘Tea, said the jemad^ Oheetoo s was a sod Ihte — be deserved 
a better! bat they say the Sahib-logiie offered tum ajagbeer) is 
this tmeP" 

" So I hare beard," said I fool that he was, he would not 
accept it ! bat no wonder lri« whole soul was bound np m plans 
for ^vmg out tbo Fenngheee. He thought the Jlahrattas would 
heat them and when th^ had gained the first viotoiy he was to 
have joined them with fifteen thousand horse, and become a great 
oommander I should have foQowed bnT> too had they been sue 
oessfnl but they were no^ nor ever will be, aril I am what you 
see me. 

“ A strange InstarT ” said the wm-ti, anil you have told me metre 
than I ever knew before. Had tho Peahwa and tho Rajah of Ksg 
p 6 or played thorr porta ss well as Oheetoo, all would have gone 
right but it IS muless to think of tViwm AJitl I aappoae we mast 
make ^ our minds to our new masters. Now hf u ro v wr you and I, 
M ee r Sahib, must not separate. I am going to Indoor for some 
treasure, and your beat way hes through it I -will keep with you 
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for your party is a large one, and, to tell yon the truth, I don’t like 
passing those ]nnglcs by the Snidnah Ghat inth my ovra The 
Bheels aie taking advantage of the present distuibances to be all 
in arms Bands of deserters from the Peshwa tiaveise the conntry 
in all directions, helping themselves to vrliat they can , and they 
are not over sciiipulons cither So we will keep togethei, if yon 
like, for mntual piotection ” 

“ I shall be glad to do so,” said I , “ though I have nothing to 
lose, except two or tliiee thousand rupees, and whoever comes te 
take them will get more blows than money ” 

“And I have still less,” said ho, “I have only enough to pay 
my expenses and feed my camels Bnt I am no gi eat hand at fight- 
mg, and am not mounted as yon aie, to run from danger ” 

But the heavily laden pack-saddles belied his woids I was not 
to be deceived, and felt as sure that the coveted treasure was theie 
as that the rokuriea who guarded it was before me 

We shoitly afterwaids separated, and when I was alone with 
Peer Khan I told him what I had said, and how I had deceived the 
rokurrea A long and hearty laugh we had over it 

“Bnt I fear for you, Meer Salub,” said he “ Compare his power 
and your own slight finme Ton must risk nothing now ” 

I laughed “ His power, KHian • ” I said, “ what is it to that of 
many who have fallen under my hand before now ? Besides, he is 
the brother of the rokurrea we kiUed beyond Boorhanpoor, and he 
must be mine at all hazards I would not miss this adventure for 
thousands ” 

“ I -will tell you what,” said Peer Khan, “ it will never do to kill 
them so far from Indoor , let us get them as near to the city as 
possible, and we shall be the nearer our own home This matter 
will cause a stir, and we had better not risk anything ” 

“ Well, be it as you will I had intended to have killed them 
near Boorhanpoor, and then to have turned off duectly into the 
hills , we should never be followed ” 

“Ay, and risk Shekh DuUa and his party, who are out?” said 
Peer Khan , “ that would never do He would plunder us , and 
as he knows us, would most likely serve us as Cheetoo did the poor 
fellows who were caught ” 

“Astaffur Alla*” cned I, shuddermg “God forbid' no, your 
plan is the best W^e will entice them out of the towns before we 
have gone many marches, and then they are our own when and 
wherever we please ” 

I pass over our journey, sahib, all journeys are alike devoid of 
K interest, and only one routme of dusty roads, parchmg sun (for the 
roknrreas would not travel by night), bad food, and discomfort 
of all kmds We met with no adventure, except being robbed of 
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tnfling articles at dinbront places and Tro fnlly socccodod in per 
suading the rolmrrcns to oncamp •with ns, ns iro ndberod to onr old 
cnslom of pTcfcmng tho outaido of tlio villages to entering tbcin 
•where, beside* the ndditiowd fear of thiorea, thero rms more dost 
more dut, more bent, and oontinnal bqnabblcs •mth tho nUagers. 
ilj men had bohavod admirablj No one oonld haro told, from 
tho broad patoi* they spoke, that th^ were anghfc bat •what they 
ropirosontoa thomselrcs to be — Bonarc**wnlas, and Bhoipoorcos 
tboy looked as stupid a set of <mls a* could well bo coUcctod to* 
gotbor but they pUyod their parts, to a man, with the oxtremo 
caution and cunning on whwh rested the success of our enterprise. 

After all sahib, cannot yon now understand tho oialemont •which 
possesses tho soul of a Thug in hia pursuit of mon P Ounuot you 
feel with ns, os yon hear my story and follow ns in my rocitiilP 
Hero hod we kept oompany with the« roknrnjaa for twenty days } 
we had become intimate they told their admuturts*, we told outs , 
the oTcmnga passed in singing or tolling tales, mitil one by one wo 
sank down weaned upon onr carpets. Cannot yon appnxiato the 
intenso mtorost with which wo watched tboir erery movoment, nay 
every word which foU from thorn, end onr temblo alanns, ns somo* 
tunes our minds misgaro ns that wo woro suspootod P Yet stHl we 
stack to them throng orerythlng they were norer lost sight of for 
a moment and, above all, their minds were kept happy 

As to thoir loader he was dobghtod with me Hy ecoounts of my 
adventures os a Pmdharoo, the plondor wo had got, the towns we 
hnd burned and socked, all woro to him interesting and day by day 
I told htm of now exploits. Ho used to nt, and the rest of his men 
too, Iiftening with nufragnod pleasure to the ncoonnts which I and 
Peer Khan gave. Ounnmg as they were, at heart they were honest 
and simple, and they reodiJy bobeved all we told them 

Bat their time h^ drawn near Indoor was fire marches ferther 
and delay was now impractioabie <md useless besides, to msnre their 
safo amval, I knew they had detonnined on gomg thirty coss m one 
march, and my men oonld not keep up with those hardy fellawa. 

“Oome what -will, said I to Peer IThn-n^ “thoy die to-morrow 
no^t. 

The tnno oome. We were sitting as usual, •under some noblo 
tamarind- trees one by one we hod sung onr songs or related onr ad 
Tentnres and who oonld haw gnessed, had he seen ns thus engaged, 
that a work of death was to ensno P JEverr tongue was empoyed, 
and the hearty laugh which broke at fampa frum one or other of the 
naaembly showed how light and merry vrare onr hearts, — wo, ot the 
oertamty of oar rnooeea, the rokurreas, at tho thought that the peril 
of the road was past, and that their large amount of tronsure would 
reach its destination m safety there was not a grave faoe among ns. 
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“There,” cried the ]emadai of the lokurreas, “there is the moon, 
when she has iison over the trees yonder ve will bid yon farewell, 
kmd jMccr Sahib , we have been happy in youi company, and free 
from alarms and danger Bhngwan grant that ve may heieaftci.' 
3onrnoy in company, and as safely ns v e have done ' Thanks to 
yonr caie in protecting ns outside the villages, we have not lost a 
Gonne , and ve have been taught a new mode of encamping, whicll 
we wdl follow in futuic The moon wall last ns the w'hole night, 
and we shall have twmnty coss of ground behmd ns by the time you 
wake from youi night’s sleep ” 

The Thngs had taken their places to each rokurrea were four 
stout men allotted, and I marvelled that they should have thus 
allowed themselves to be sepamted from each other. But they had 
not suspected who coxdcl have done so ? 

The moon rose majestically above the distant trees , her full, 
round, and yellow orb cast a mellow light upon oni gioup The 
lokurreas rose with one accord, and each turned to the men be was 
near to give them his parting benediction and salutation 

“ I^ay,” said I, “we pait not thus, Naii-ayun Das let us separate 
as fnends , receive my embrace , wo aie fiiends and brothers by pro- 
fession ” “We embraced, and before the others could press forward 
to salute me, I gave the jhnnee “ Pan lao ' ” I exclaimed 

It wus enough The jemadar fell beneath my own handkerchief, 
and a few shrieks and groans told the rest — all had died 

“ Haste ye, my good fellow's,” cried I to the Inghaees , “ the same 
bnght moon which was to have served these fellows shines brightly 
upon ns Quick with your work, the camels are ready, and a few 
hours will see us safe from pursuit, though mdeed none is to be ap- 
prehended from this small place ” 

The bodies were stripped, every fellow had a heavy humeana, 
besides what was laden on the camels W e stopped not to count 
our money, but hastened on when the interment was finished , and 
only tarrymg for a few moments at the next village we came to, to 
purchase the goor for the tuponnee, we found ourselves in the 
morning nearly twenty coss from the scene of our last night’s ad- 
venture 

W e halted till the evening, and again pushed on, but by a different 
road , and leaving Indoor about fifteen coss to the right, we directed 
our course to a small village named Dehalpoor Fiom this, leavmg 
Oojein also to the right, we hastened on, always travellmg by night 
on account of the extreme heat of the weather, and by way of Buha- 
doorgurh and Aorcha, we reached Jhalone in safety Ho alarm had 
we but one The revenue officers on the fiontier of Holkar’s domin- 
ions insisted on knowing who we were, and what we had with us , 
and so strict were then mquiries, that, had it not been for the Eng- 
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IibH pa« I hjid Trith mo, vro nmit bans boon Btupccted find oppro- 
hondcd. Bat, tbanlj to Soobban Klian, ifc was not qnetUonoa, os 
Fatih lEahomcd I poisod froo. A dat/ or ratbor an exaction, of 
fiflj mpocs wns loncd on tho treasnro. and n fresh pass giron to ns, 
by which wo escaped farther ^nostioning and detention. "Who can 
dosenbo my father s joy at aeoing thotreasnns. Tho old man was in 
ecstasy ho Idssod mo, ho embracod mo, called mo by orcry endear^ 
mg name, and extolled my oondnetm glowmg terms to Qanesha, who 
hti^ponod to bo with him. It was easy to boc, howover that to that 
■worthy they might well haro boon spored. Jcaloniy possessed him 
which ho could ill di^mao, and I vorQy boliovo, had he dared, that 
ho would have informed tho ra^h of tho treasure wo bad secured. 
In tho memory of tho oldest Thng no such booto had ever been 
camod, and I was classed by tho Thngi with JhoraSaot and Kndnk 
Btmwnroo, foblod yotanos of Bbowanoo, of whom stones wore told 
which, though impliatly bdiored ly most, nay all of our fmiomifcy 
I never cromtod. But it Tras emongb for mo. I bad never met ft 
roverse, ond every Thug of Hlndostan, I vorfly boliove, only thought 
ho must join mo to securo to himself a booty which would support 
him for ycftii 

I have fomtton, howorur to msntaon to you on incident which 
bofel us at BnhadiMrguidi. We were encamped outnde the town, 
and late in tho evening we sawa body of men, whom went first took 
to be Thugt, coming towards our conm 

Who can they be P aaid I to Peer Khan they look like 
Thugi, yet it is hie for any party to bo out 

^me straggling party Isupposo, saidbe; I will go and see 

“ If they are Thugs and youimow I added, bring them, 

but say not a word of onr booto " 

No, DO, I am not suoh a fool, said he laughing ** but I ■will 
bring yon the newt. 

He went, and returned with the leader of the party I pur 
posely kept m my httle tout, in order that my 6ioe might not be seen 
m case they ■were strangers, and to oonoe^ it efTeotually I tied a 
handkerohief over my month and ohm. 

Salam Ahekoom, said a gruff 'vmce, as a ttikti with Peer 
entered the tani 

** Ton are welcome, fnend,” wd I ” sit down. He was 
evidently •weary with tm'vel, and seated himunlf slowly 
Tonr name P” »id I “ and who are yon P 

My uuTia, replied the man, is woH known, I dare say to most 
people, and they are afraid of it I am called T^n TThan^ or famili 
arly IaIIoo ” 

I have not heard it before ” said I but who are yon and your 

rnffn p " 
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“ Oil, "we are fico traders, wlio help ourselves to what we cau get 
with a strong hand ” 

Some wandenng Pmdharees, thought I , and I asked him if they 
were such 

“ ISi’ot exactly,” said he , “ wo are Dacoos ” 

“W-orse and worse,” said I laughmg , “and I suppose you are 
fiomDehh?” 

“ Ay,” replied he, “ oven so , we know you, though you do not 
know us We know you to ho Thugs hy your encampment , hut 
never fear us, hiethien should not interfere with each other We 
have different ways of helping ourselves to spoil, hut what mattei ? 
we are hi others in a general sense of tho word ” 

“ Good, we are , and if I can help you, say so ” 

“In no wise,” said he, “hut to give ns room among ye for the 
mght ; we will he off early, if you do not go the same road ” 

“ Room ye shall have, !l^an, tdl the moon rises, and food too, but 
after that we are off, wo travel northwards ” 

“ Then it cannot he helped,” he replied , “ we will stay here till you 
go, and occupy your ground afterwards , we shall not he suspected ” 
“ And where are you gomg ?” I asked 

“To Hyderabad,” said the man “ No one suspects Dacoos to be 
out at this time of tho year, and we shall have the whole road to our- 
selves, we shall return after the rains, about the Dusera, hy the 
Nagpoor road Now we are going by Bhopal and Boorhanpoor ” 

“ And your luck ?” said I , “ have you had good hum] ” (for this 
word was understood hy them, and is common to all classes of peo- 
ple who do their work on the roads) ? 

“ ^Middling,” said he , “ neither good nor had We have had a few 
affairs, but nothing to boast of ” 

“Well,” said I, “you have taken a good Ime the road from 
Boorhanpoor to Hyderabad is a good one, and you will he in 
Sikundur Jah's country, where no one asks questions about the 
people who are left on the highways I wish you good luck, and 
my fnend wdl look after your comforts , you must excuse me, as I 
am in pam from a swelled face and toothache ” 

“ Salam • ” said he, as he departed , “ if you were gomg instead 
of returning, we might get good plunder in company we Dacoos 
are rare hands at rough work ” 

I had spoken m a disguised voice, and it was impossible he could 
recognise me again if he met me I did this for an object which 
occurred to me at the moment, as you shall learn hereafter I 
mentioned this meetmg to my father “What hmders us,” said I, 
“ from meetmg them as they come up ? they will he laden with spoil, 
and will be an easy prey Brave and reckless as they are, they 
have no wit, and will never find ns out ” 
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* I don t know that ” said mr Cither ' thej oro not to fflnpid q 5 
yon tbink I know mneb of Incm^ bam killed sotno of them, and 
they wero onnnmg cnongb, Soveml gnngi of them ham escaped 
Thngs by being nblo to detect thorn. Howoror I see nothing ob- 
lectionablo in yonr plan and at anyrnto it will fnmuh oxonso for a 
now OTpodition. 

Aj^ said Ganciha, who was present^ “let ni go I long to boo 
tho Moor Sahib act. Wo hear so mnoh of him* that, by Bhownntjol 
perhaps an nnlncky old Thng Uko xayaoli may pick np somothing 
now Will yon lot mo como oUo P 

“ Cortamly said I bat you will sc® no rooro than yon know 
already Lucky I haro boon, but yon know my protoniiona to know 
lodge aro very small, and I bam nemr boasted of tbonti To my 
peimption the whole art consist* in haring a iiDOoth tongno in ono s 
head and a man who is a good bhnUote rarely maLoa a good 
Botha. 

Tot yon aro both, Meor Sahib " said Gnnesha, with a mahwons 
gnn and yonr men would follow yon to tbo death 

So they will, said I for I am kmd and coosidoTato to them, 
and reward thorn handsomely ** 

This etuDg him to the qniok for he was a rough buHy and, 
thongh perhaps ono of the oest bhottotoe then hnng was no hand 
at mrei^vng ^Tellers and as bo always persutod in being a sotba 
himself, he was notononily niiInob 7 bnt few men too would serre 
under him. He was preparing to retort sharply when my father 
stopped him. 

“Let him alone,” said he “he is a proud boy and bickerings 
among ns lead to no good yon must not thmV on what he hu 
said. 

“ Nay Ittnafl,” said he, with the air of an offended child, I care 
not what he says pndowill bam its tall, anil I may lire to see it. 

I wan very angry bnt there ■was no ns© m Boymg more TTml tto 
been alone he should have answered for it 

Bo yon see, tabib out of a tnflmg incident a new expedition was 
determined on. We all prayed it might be more favourable than 
the former one wfiujh was pionned m that direction, ftm? I confess 
that my snooess m the last had strengthened my fiifb m the efBcaoy 
of the omens, thongh as yet by no means established it. Experience, 
they say is always bought at a costly pnoe, and is bitter when yon 
have got it and I had to buy mine, thongh - fjTnft was not yet 
oome, 

Bnt Soobhan Khan, who was ho P md I to Amoer Ab and did 
yon pay him hii unoe of blood P 

Not a oonne of it, said Ameer Alt bnt yon shall beer I asked 
my father who he was, and detailed tho whole of my adventuTvi 
with him. He remembered the man the instant I spoke of bmi. 
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“ The rascal ’ ” ciicd my fathei , “and is ho so rich and hononred, 
the son of a vile ivoiuanP To think that he should he m such a 
situation, the scoundiol' But the deeds of Alla are insciutable 
Listen, my son, to his stoiy, ivhich can be told in a few words 
“He and I were jcinadnis together I nerer liked him, and he 
had a bad reputation He was never a good bhuttote, for the fellow 
was an airant coward, but he was a capital sotha, and his smooth 
tongue gamed him moic bunij than v>o could gam by stiaightfor- 
waid woik Well, many yeais ago wo loined together, he to be 
sotha, and I to manage the other woik We had killed a laige body 
of travellers near Jcypoor, for we had a numerous gang Two weie 
sahoukars, and the booty was large Among it weie some pearls 
and precious stones, they weie given ovei to his party as their 
share, and he said he would go to Indoor to sell them , but I had 
lent him nearly a thousand rupees at different times, when he had 
no money to make advances to men to induce them to serve under 
him, and I pressed him for some of the pcails, which I wanted for 
my wife, in payment of the money This was late one mght, after 
we had divided the spod , ho said ho would give me them m the 
morning, when I could pick out the stimgs I liked best, and he 
spoke so willingly, that I, fool as I was, never doubted him That 
night he absconded, and I never heard of him till this extraordinary 
account of yours Pay him * ” contmued my father, “ not the value 
of a broken couno shall he --ever get In any other man I might 
have paidoned it, but in him the conduct was ingratitude m the 
highest degree , for had I not assisted and upheld him he would have 
been neglected and have starved ” 

This then was the secret of Soobhan Khan’s wealth He must 
have sold his pearls one by one, as he had hinted to me that he had 
traded m them, and raised himself by bribery to the state he was in 
Of course I neither sent Inm his money as I had promised, nor 
wrote him a Ime to say that I had arrived safely at tlhalone I de- 
stroyed his pass too, as it might have led to detection 


CHAPTER XLL 

Pnnee Henry — ^Where shall we take a purse to-morrow, Jack ? 

Falstaf — ^Where thou wilt, lad , I’ll moke one , an I do not, call me vdlam 
and haffle me Henry IV Part 1 

I HAVE told you of my popularity among the Thugs , and when it 
became kno wn that a new expedition was planned, and would set 
out after the Dusera, so many men offered themselves that I was 
obhged to reject numbers, and select those whom I knew, from ex- 
perience and character, would be hkely to behave best Among 
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tbom WTO a few ttLo ttoto crccllont numcmna and rngors. I had 
boforo, on manj ocawoni, foil tho imnt of such men to otnnv) 
traToUor* ■mth -wliom I had foUtm in, and thesa iroro porticmlaHy 
nccoptablo to mo nt tho ^mwont time, os tho cipodition yma a lar^ 
one, and tho country, being qmetor and more Battled than ft had 
boon for some ytarn, Tre trora awnred that tho rooda ironld bo 
full of ponona of runic and conacqoonco trarolling to and from 
their homes. In order thatonrhond might haro tho greater appear 
onco of respectability I bogged of my father to accompany ns, for 
hla Tcnornble oppenranoo and pohahed manner* irould I iraa 
cortam,do more to mauro ua success than all our moat cunning 
stratagems. 

Nor -wna I neglectful of tho rnjah. From tnno to tnno I ■nsitc<l 
ha dnrhar and waa always received with tho gitmteat mvilitj and 
attention, as indoed I dosorred for not only was I n good serrant 
to him, but aa nombori of Thngs had settled oronnd me m difforent 
yillagca, the rovonno they paid for hu protcotjon and conniranco at 
onr work amounted to a handsome sum yearly and I need not any 
it was punctuullv paid, for npon this mam It depended our conceal 
meat In the lost enieditaOT howovor I nad pleaded pover^ on 
my return, and thon^ I ooold bare well spared five thonsoud m 
poos from my own ^re, I wns content with presenting os my 
nnixur a ron I had pnrdiasad in Bombay for trro hnndrad rupee*, 
and a sm^ string of pcurli which I bad fonnd among the trcaauro 
of the roknrrcas, and he seemed satished bat it wsa merely the 
feigned content which precede* a violent ontbrealc of di#oontent or 
passion. He waa our hitter deadly enemy though he cloaked hi* 
demgna under the garb of fnendahlp, and was gradually perfeotmg 
hia Bohemea for onr dostmohon. 

"We sot out I have nothing now or m te res tin g to relate to yon 
of tho manner in which onr prepaiubcmi were made and completed. 
Axeeims too, poor sonl, never droamod of what we were it we* 
enough for her to know that every new expedition brought her new 
ornaments and better clothe*, and enablea her to lire m a higher 
and more eipensire manner I bad been enabled to add greatly to 
my house, and it was now a* comfortable wtii^ spaaons aa I oould 
dflsipe. She knew too that, with moreased weolth, she ocrnld look 
for a higher allmnoe for onr daughter our only child and she bad 
even now received proposals of mamage for her aome of winch 
were m every way advantageous, snd with persona nnommeoted 
with OUT profesaion, of whioh I waa glad for knowing full well 
that one mischance, or one traitor nTnrmg ^is, would hurl me at onco 
from my prosperity I was destrous of mairymg her to some one 
who oould protect her and bo free from any danger* similar to 
those I was myself exposed to. 
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I, liowever, bade Azeema 'tvait, because (as I told hei) tbe 30umey 
I Ts-as about to uadortake •would bo infallibly prosperous , and a fresh 
addition to our already ample means would enable us to have the 
maniage ceiemony perfoimed in a manner fittmg, or perhaps ex- 
ceeding our pretensions She readily acceded to my request , for 
if there be one thing more than another about which a matron of 
Hindostan is solicitous, it is the maniage of her child, not as re- 
gards happiness, I must own, though perhaps there may be a lurkmg 
ivish that she may be happy , but the mam matter is, that her 
clothes shall be of the best and iichcst materials, her jewels many 
and of value, and the whole of the establishment which she takes to 
her new lord, of the most substantial descnption, that they may last 
her for yeais, and procure for her mother the goodwill of the female 
members of her husband’s family Notbrng is productive of more 
quanels among the females than that anythmg should appear m- 
different, remarks aie made, and reproaches aie bandied about 
between the umted famihes, and out of these soon grows an enmity 
which never cools !Many a maniage, which promised well at its 
outset, has been marred m its joyous termination by fault bemg 
found 'With the equipments of the biide, which are always submitted 
for inspection to hei female relations before they become her o-wn 
property for ever 

But I am digi'essmg, and must return to my own adventures 
Vie left Jhalone as before, upwards of three hundred Thugs, under 
myfabhei, Gunesha, Peer Khan, and myself We gave out along 
the load -that we were servants of the bTizam, and were returning 
to our service at Hyderabad aftei our penodical leave of absence , 
this was necessary, for our numbeis ■without it would have provoked 
suspicion 

Never shall I forget the first matter we "teek m hand , net that 
there was anythmg remarkable m the destruction of four men, but 
it was attended by a sad result, which damped the spirits of the 
party for many days afterwards, and from which one never re- 
covered 

Peer Khan had a nephew, a boy of about ten years old, a noble 
little fellow, beautiful in his features, and intelligent beyond his 
years As you may imagme, he was a great favourite among us 
all, and I had repeatedly asked Peer Khan to allow me to adopt him 
as my son, to supply the place of the child I had lost , but he would 
not hear of it, for the child was the son of a beloved sister who was 
dead , the boy’s father had also died about two years before, and 
Peer Khan had taken him to his home, and loved him as his o-wn 

The httle fellow rode a spirited pony which I had given him, was 
always in the van of the party, and amused us by his mim ic feats 
of horsemanship and by his mtelligent prattle He could never be 
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kopt behind and when Iho time camo that tho four men ttcto to 
meet their fate, wo Imd given him m chargo to thoso -who brtmght 
np tho rear thUi itrict orderB that on no account woa ho to bo 
pormittod to como on after ua Peer Khnn also liad desired him to 
injop with thoso people, as bo was going off tho road to a villago at 
some datnneo, and ho hod pronusod obedicnco Yot all onr pro- 
cautions woro o! no avail how could thoy bo, when what followed 
had evidently been written in his destiny ? 

I had just given tho jSirnw, and tho four miscrahlo men woro 


wnthi^ in tho agonies of doath, one of them too was shriolang 
when, Ta Alla 1 who should oomo galloping up but Alum Khan, 
tho b^ I have mentioned- His first ciolamation yma of tnumph 
that ho had caught us but how can I toll tho looh. of horror to 
which his countenanco was instnntly changed when ho saw what 
was going on 1 His eyes becamo if rod, and woro wido open, his 
tonguo cleaved to tho roof of his mouth, ho uttered no sound, but 
clasped his bonds m agony and boforo I oould dismount, or oven 
Peer Khan, who was supormtonding tho work, ho had Cilleu from 
his pony toscnsfblo. 

“ ulmt shall wo do P ” cned I to Peer Khan, as wo raised him 
up and i trove to comfort him- ** Speni. to him a word from you 
may arouse him." 

“ lly chQd, mv child ! cnod Poor Khan, in accents of ter r or 
and misery oh, speak to mo I one word onl^ yon are Inlhrig 
your father Ta Alia 1 oontmaed ho, laismg ha hands to heaven, 
grant that this rwoon may pass away and that he m^ speak I 
w3l feed a hundred fokoers m thy namo, 0 mecrtafal Prophet 1 if 
thou wilt but intercode ttn<^ grant my pniyer But it was of mo 
avail the poor boy lay senseless, thou^ his eros were and 
staring and not a word oould ho utter The Thugs too had loft 
tho dwid, and were oU around ns. There was a nnuet close by m 
which tho bHl had been prepared I thought of water wnd bid opn 
of tho men run for some, ft was bronght, and I poured it into his 
mouth- ** Ho revives, — hia bps move I oned Peer TnmTi m on 


TVhere am I, nncloP"^ soidhe m a feint voice. “Whore am IP 
Whst have I seen P 

And he passed his hands over his eyee. 
not hin g nothmg cnod his uncle you have tiiTIffn from 
your pony that is all you should not nde no hard, my child you 
might have been killed. 

No no, said tho boy “IdiduotfelL I saw^AHa, ttve mo 1 
save mo, uncle I Oh, look at their eyes tmd _ tlwr a they h^~ 
oh, kill me I cannot bear it I — I nhwll die. 
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Unhappy child, ho had again seen their faces, we had never 
thonght of the dead , one of the bodies lay close to ns, the distorted 
features gunning hombly, and it had fallen against a bank, so that 
he saw it sitting half upright, — a dreadful spectacle for a child 
“ Take it an ay, take it away ' ” ho shouted in his infant voice 
“ I shall die — oh, bury me ’ I shall never forget the face and the 
eyes , they will be ever befoie me ' ” 

“Away with them cried I, and as I turned agam to the child, 
he had sunk on Ins face in the sand of the road, and was endeavour- 
ing to hide himself in it — ho was m strong convnlsions 

“Alla' Alla' what shall I do cried Peer Khan “ Oh, Meer 
Sahib, by your soul, by your mother’s honoui, do something ' Save 
that child, and I mU be your slave till the end of my days , I will 
serve you on my knees I ■will be your menial 

“ What can be done ^ ” said I “ All we can do is to stay with 
him, and comfort him when the paroxysm is past He wiU revive 
soon and forget all ” 

Pool boy, how he strove m his con-vulsions ' he could not speak 
intelligibly , ho foamed at the mouth , his bps grew h'vid and con- 
tracted , his eyes, when ho opened them, seemed sunk mto his head 
I had never seen such terror before, nor could I have beheved ^hat 
it would have had such an effect on any one 

We earned him to the edge of tbe stream, and by dmt of bathing 
his face, and foicmg water into his mouth, he partly revived He 
had just opened his eyes again, when by a miserable chance they 
fell upon one of the turbans of the dead men, with which I had 
been wiping his face It had an instantaneous effect on him , his 
screams broke out afresh, nothing could console him, and we were 
in dreadful alarm about Inm What to do we knew not , we were 
far away from any human habitation, and even had w'6 been near 
■one we dared not have called m any hnkeem to see him, for his 
incoherent ravmgs would have "too 'truly exposed o'ur domgs We 
sat by the hoy m fearful appreheusions that every throe and con- 
•\nilsion would cause his death ; at last we raised him up, and placed 
him ou his pony, and had succeeded in conveying him about a coss 
while he was m a state of insensibility , hut it was of no avail. 
Again he awoke from his 'temporary unconsciousness, and we were 
■obliged to taka hun down, and lay him on a hank at the side of the 
1 oad, while we fanned his face and endeavoured to compose him 
But he was greatly reduced lu strength, his moans were feebler 
and feebler, and though he now opened his eyes and gazed calmly 
around him, it was hut too plain to us that the dehcate flower had. 
been bhghted, and was fast withermg under the terror which pos- 
sessed him Peer 'Khan was in a dreadful state he raved, he en- 
treated, he prayed, he knelt down beside the poor sufferer, and 
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bodo^vcd bifl faco Anth Ills tcnr», rrluoli Atoro fait fallmff bnt no 
morcy tmi glicnni liint Wo mt thus till long nast middny nn 
mcrotifl traTclIora pasicd ns, all oomimsomtmg tho child « itnto of 
BnffoTiD^ but they eIiooV their bends ns they loft ns, Antli n firm 
oonTiction that ho mnst die 

And ho did dio Towards oronmg tho pure Bpmt fled from tho 
■nflcring body and wo wero loft olono in tho wild wnsto with the 
deni 

“ It is of no nso lamenting now said I to Poor Khan, ns ho sat 
hii hands clasped in ongauh, rooking himself to and fro, and moan- 
ing and sobbing os though his splnt would brenk “ It is of no nsc, 
brother — tho boy is dead and wo must carry tho body on to tho 
staga, which is not very for distant.” 

Do as yon win, herophod; ns for me my heart is broken I 
shall noTcr look np again. Ho was tho hfo of my sonl, and without 
him what shall I ao P what shall I do P ” 

Bat wo raised tho bodv np, and at times carrying it, at olhere 
placing it boforo nson otrr norses, w© ccmTtiynd it to tho camp Onr 
ahoence had been known, but 03 its canso was also known, none of 
the Thngs had come out to moot ns. We laid down onr sad burden 
in my tent, a grare was irackly dnp and it wns bnned by torch- 
light, aimdst ^e tears and Umentaoems of the whole band, for tho 
boy WRB belored by alL 

Peer Khan earn© to mo in tho d«id of the m At, and awoke mo 
from a restless slomber m which tho dreams of the sad scene had 
fearfoUr nrmgled. I was glad that ho had come, bnt not for what 
foUowei 

^ileer Sahih, said ho, after a long ailBnee, I am not what T 
was, — I never shah bo agam I nm broken in Bpmt, and am no 
longer fit for my professum. My late too points against it, ft-nH after 
this dreadfol catastrophe I ahoold bo nideas to yon Permit me, 
therefore, to depart, loa seo I am ralm and composed, rti 6 I do 
not say what I now urge on yon m passion or ^not therefore let 
me depart. I will go to my home, and m coKtudo endeavour to 
make the reznAinder of inj h£» aoeeptaWe to who h** vjeited 
me With this afflictaon. Nor willit bo long ere the earth covers me, 

I feel that this blow hai shaken me to my scml, and it will bow me 
down to the grave 

I saw it was useless to arguewith hym his features were stamped 
with despair and to contravene a mans fate is impoasihle. Itistbe 
will of Alla, and what mortsl can oppose it P It must have its course 

“ Go said I, Peer Khan may peace bo with you, and the 
bleeamg of tho prophet I I foal for you— I whaTI ever gnovo with 
you but ifi in after times, your ladmation leads yon to jpnn me, I 
need not say how gladly I avail myself of your semoes. We 
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had ever done boforo for though every ono acknowledged they vrero 
good and bmvo sol^on, it was Raid they wore viaou*, and debauched 
and dmiikon. At one or two qncstiona of mine the moonaheo langbcd 
immoderately I asked him onco why tho Europeans cot •mth 
knives and forks and spoons, instead of ■mth their fingers, which 
God bad given them 

« Yes, ’said my father ** old as I am, I hnvo never been ahlo to 
find this out Tell ns, for yon know as yon havo yourself seen 
them cat. 

“ Toll mo what you havo board, said tho moonshce, “ and I will 
givo you on answer 

It appears so oxtruordinary said I, “ that I can hardly bohoTO 
it for why should not all men bo tho same P Novcrtbolcss, I hnvo 
heard, and from what I thought to bo good autbon^ that their 
finger nails contam potson, and thcroforo they daro not nsk tho 
of thcoT dmvring blood, nav morn, of touching thoir food. 

How ho laughed 1 I thought ho would never havo ended and I 
felt nettled th^t my remark snonld havo given nso to snob unmodo- 
rato mirth. I oould hear too from tho tittcrmg behind tho division 
of tho tont, tho women wero also provoked to momment at my 
expense. At last ho said ^ 

No no Moor Sahib, this is folly Who oonld have told von 
such a ho P What if thoir slans be whato and their faces mody 
are they not tho some flesh and blood as wo or© P They eat wim 
spoons and knirci because it is tho custom of thmr co u n tr y and 
because they do not lik-p to soil their hands. Besides, their gi^le of 
cookery is difierent to ours for instance, they roust half a sheep and 
eat it, and how oonld they do so without the implements they use P " 

^ I confess my ignorance, said I, “ and am ashamed to put any 
more questions to you obout them, so shall behove henceforward 
that all I have heard are lies. Tet I longed at tho same time to 
ask more about their dnnkum scenes, ojid the meanm^ of the 
words, Hipl hip! Inp! which Ifully behoved to be of mjitio import. 

It was ite wnen we separated but before we did so wo agreed to 
travel m company and to pass our eveninga together This was 
what we wanted our snocess was mentable should we succeed m 



keep themselves to their houses, and allow ns to do what we liked. 
I have not mentioned this before, sahib, for you very well know 
tlwtt it IB the case. We have fnends wherovar we go we bribe all 
we can, and have our agents m every port of the country m the 
disguise of fakeeiB or Tnnrchan fa Borne semindars fear ns, others 
bully us, and extort large sums from us, but they ore generally 
faithful and without their help finfl oounivanoe do you rtirak wo 
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could effect auytlimg? TVe could uot lu the hTizam’s couutiy 
particularly -we are -Nvell aided Mauy of the zemindars hare Thugs 
in regular pay, -whom they have been in the habit of sending out on 
the road • some are content mth a certain sum every year , others, 
v?ho fear so close a conneiaon with us, now and then pretend to ar- 
rest us, and get as much as they can , and as there is no pohce of 
any kmd, they are not afraid of their dealings bemg brought to 
light I myself know but httle of how these matters are managed 
there, — I mean from personal experience, — but I have heard fiom 
others, and m particular from Motee, who led a gang of Thugs for 
some years all over the Huzoor’s dominions and told me, that so 
long as he paid the patels of villages, the zenundars and the revenue 
servants handsomely, he had no obstruction , that hundreds of others 
did the same, and practised their profession so openly, that they 
often never took the trouble of burymg the bodies of those they 
destroyed You know that tins is truth, sahib, and therefore I need 
hardly mention it But to my story 

We leached the village we wished to gam — a miserable hamlet 
called Biseynee , but the patel was in our interest, and a present of 
twenty lupees now and then, with sometimes a new tui'ban, gamed 
us his silence and co-operation I say co-operation, for he often gave 
over passengeis to Thugs, by declaring that his village was unsafe, 
and that they must go and encamp outside with the rest — who weio 
the Thugs He knew well what would become of them , but he 
was, as I have said, paid foi his treachery 

Well, we reached Biseynee, I had purchased for the worthy 
patel a handsome turban and waistband, and had piepaied foi him 
a number of other articles, one of which was an Enghsh pistol, 
which he had sent word by a Thug that I was to purchase foi 
him As soon as I arrived, I went into the village to him, and m 
his own house tied the turban on his head, piesented Inm with the 
gifts I had prepared, and added a purse of twenty rupees 

“ Ha ' ” said he, “ what now, Meer Sahib ^ you are not used to bo 
so libeml What bunij have you that you are come mth it to my 
poor place, to give it a worse name than it has already ^ ” 

“ Oh, none,” said I carelessly , “ you know I have not been this 
way for some years, and these are to prove that I have not forgotten 

“ Thanks for your kindness, may your condescension increase, 
said lie, “but the bump Mcer Sahib P You arc a cunning gentle- 
man , I loiow you of old Who is ho in the tents yonder ? and why 
have so many Thugs collected here ^ You cannot conceal your de- 
signs from mo ” 

“ Hor do I msh it,” said I , “ but icmcmbcr our old compact ” 

“ I do, I do,” said he hurriedly , “ but times aic changed, and with 
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them my rorntors, Kdott you not that this country belongs to tho 
Sahn>-loguoP 

And Tvhat of that, Potdjoo?” said I wlmt difPercnco does it 
mnVo P 

“None, ho ropbed “to wie bat have yon not soon the hon»- 
monP 

What horsemen P cnod I 

* Six, Hud ho “andadaffodor My poor village it seems hni a 
ltd namo for thiorcs, and they havo sent a party 1 i£OT to guard it, 
AllfL help ns, and keep tho brood in onr mouths 1 ^ 

“ And tho dnlDidar ivhat is ho likoP 

Ho ifl a Hindoo, said tho potel, and a Bbojpooroo Bo a caDed 
Hittnh Smgh his men too aro flU of lua tribe. 

“Bhojpoorccs’ said I thou I daresay they ore Thugs. "What 
Bhoipooroo vras over an honest man P 

'No, thoy oro not Thacs, Mccr fishfh, for I have tried them 
>nth, the pass-^rd. Bat, wtween you and mo, I ^Kintr my fnend 
Hlttoh Singh only Tnints an opportninty to b© os grout a rascal os I 
am mysrif — may Alla pardon mo 1 

“I havo no doubt of It, said L “WherouheP 

“ Shall I can him P 

" Do BO, said L “ If I cannot persaade hm, I ^rill bully him 
and if the irorit cornea to the Tvorst, you ^oiv tto are more ^^hmi 
three hundred to six, and they vroald hare but little chance 

True, lleer Sahib but no violence I pray havo somo conmdera 
tion for my good name. li the Europeans heard of violenoe having 
been done, ^ey ironld turn me out oi my place. 

And you irould turn Thug I suppose. Bat quick, Pateljee, mil 
tho man hero.” 

He was absent for a short tune, and returned with a short mean 
looking follow and I oould plauily see that rasml was wntten on ha 
oonntenonce. Ton know tno old proverb— “ Ohor ko daree men, 
Tmta (therea always astrawmothiefsbeard) Sohitations were 
exchang^ and I came to the pomt at once. 

Lo^ you, Dufladar Sahib, said I to him, you may have 
guessed what we ore P He nodded assent. This is good ’ I con- 
tmnod, “ as perbaus you moy havo guessed at our object.” 

Partly said ne but what do I know about yon P ” 

Exactly said I, tho vory thing I want you need know 
nothing and yon will have nothing to tell if yon aro ever asked 
Take my advice, and remain qmotJy within your village, if the 
earth turns npside down yon ore not to stir out. For this yon 
be well paid. But if yon molest us, rememhor wo are three hundred 
to seven — fearful odds, my fnend. 

Naylomwise, said he whatBhojpooree is not P Nor do I 
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\\iv1i loinlerfon'. Do \% 1 in( m>u liKo, iioUlici I nor my men ■will slir 
,1 loot ’ 

“ C in Aon ilopi lul on iht tn ' ’ ml 1 , “ c in Ku'j lio close ^ " 

"As clo'^o ns yni v.i^h ibeni <«* Ih’. .liinailnr, bn( we must bo 
]iml ’ 

" Corlnmly.’’ sniil J ; I would not li i\o it otbcrwiso , but tUo ic- 
Y. nrd depends on wlni wo jrct " 

" Sn\ two hundred lupu’s." said llu* fellow, "it is worth your 
while"'' 

"Well, 11 Is a Inrgniu. Duthulni," 1 rejdiod, "and the patcl is 
witno's And now 1 will tri\e \ou Imihtr ndiice, winch istlmt jou 
arc to know notluinr, and s^c nothmir, if cvm the Lord Snliib wcio to 
ask )Ou You aic to know onU tint tri\ellris t,iino and dcji.ulcd, 
and YOU kept no account c-f tlunn ’ 

" Of couis-o," s-iul the fellow , " I know* ibis of old I lm\c met 
piirtios of your people in nn own country, nnd lm\c no reason to bo 
diss'iiisfied with tbim, tbe> bi\e always bolia\ cd like men of lionoui, 
nnd kept tbcir words with nu ’’ 

" Then w e are agreed - " s nd I 

" Certainly , jou will t-oe noiigbl of ns, and T will come to 3'on at 
niirht for tlic nione)* ” 

"You Ind better come now, Diifladar, as I think wosball move on 
nficr it IS all over ’’ 

"Do A on go, Pitclico, it aa-ouUI not look a\c11 foi me to go AMth 
the Syud Salnb ])o a on go and bring the mono} " 

“Come then,” said i, "a\c aic losing time" 

" Shall j’ou return soon asked the duffadai of me 
"I know not,” I replied, "but it is piobablc At any rate, as 
this country alwaj's produces good booty foi us, 3*011 a\ ill see "us hero 
pretty often ” 

“ The oftener the hclici,” said he , " and I must continue to keep 
my station here; it A\ould bo hard to lose snch good friends You, 
Patcl3ec, can help me to a few loAV-cnste itiscals fiom time to time, 
to send m as thieves w c have caught ” 

"Certainly,” said tho patel, “thcic aio plenty of Gonds and 
Dhers in the country — every one know s they are thieves , and if 
they may not immediately have committed any i-obhciies, they have 
been engaged m them some timo or othci, so that it is all the same 
I Avail get you a fcAV from time to time as you Avant them ” 

“ ISTowr and then I shall require a few,” said he, "just to keep up 
my character and appearances, and a few years m irons aviII do none 
of them any harm , tho Government aviII take care of them ” 

I could not help laughing heartily at the cool mannei m which 
this was proposed and accepted But it was the -truth, and I know 
that it Avas, and is now, a matter of overy-day occurrence Many a 
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dnfladnr of poUco has min a good juuno with his officrrs in this 
way and for ono pnilty man ho liai soiled a dozen innocent people 
TVho tsircs about ilongs and DhuniP thoj aro nlmiys vilLiini and 
robbers. 


OIIAPTER XLI 

Qood tir you hsra too ftlr s shspo to pUy >o foul o port la. 

FUtcktft I^c $ Pnffrlcajt 

“ That is a bhula admeo (a rcspccteblo man) said I to tho putcl, 
OB he milked to our camp he smts mj pnrooso omotly ” 

Ho has been on tho look out for some of you^ saiS he “for a 
long tome. Wo haro never spoken openly on tno subject, but ho has 
hin^ os much manr innes. And 1 sainiect ho ohoso this post, if ho 
had any ohoico in tho matter bcoanso no mis likely to moot Thugs 
hcra If yon par him well, ho will holp you materially 

** Do yon think I haro mrun enough ? ^said L 

‘ Quite, he repbod I don t thmk be cxpoctod ytm would agroo 
to BO muoU. 

It IS certainly a large sum,” said I, but it is tho first and tho 
money is well spent 

But you hare forgotten me ITcer Sahib am I not to partako 
of your bounty P 

“ Of course, Pateljco. What I brenght was only a tnflo, I bare 
more for yon m tho camp yon shall havt) your share 

How much, lleer Sahib P I want money my rents arc in 
aiToars, and I am m distress. 

Thirty rupees, said L 

Make it fitly I boseeoh yom Ton know not m what a strait I 
am I cannot borrow the money and you have been sent by 
for my dehverance Ton wiH Imd mo tho money if yon will not 
giTO it me ? and you ■vriH bare good bnmj m this imsinees. 

“Well, said I, yon ahsll biro it, but on one oondibon. Wo 
may not be on tho road when some people whom we ore lookmg 
out for pass this place th^ are Dacoos they hare some tattoo* 
with them, end great wealth. If they pass either way yon must 
send man after us with a letter 

I win send my own sons, well mounted, rophed he thsy 
will easily find you out, and you may depend on me. Where wiU 
these fellows come from P 

“ They hare gone to Hydarshad now ” said I, and wiU return 
hy Hagpoor If we meet them, all very wall but they may escape 
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“Thcv '■linll nui hvAlh'” ‘-aid ilic jntcl “I imII ■^^.a^cll fov 
tlicm ln^sclf. mid if 3011 iroi them 1 liopo foi n liand'-omo 
pic?cn{ ” 

‘ I ^\dl not foiijct 30U 33 u{ line aic nt tlic camp, take caic 

nn Olio cccs the monov a‘^ yon v^iriy li. ni,a3' ” 

“Tin'll an old hand for ili.il ” •nid ho, \\ith a knowing wink 
“I innit go after I Inac got it to ilio niuonshoo who has sent for 
mo about fodder for Ins hoi-i"- I slionhi liLo to see him too — to 
see n man whoso bicath is m his nostiils And he has a wife too ” 
“Tc':.” paid I “thei'c m no getting lier out of tho way, po bIio 
must die, winch is a piiw 3 To lias a child nho about four 3 cars 
old, which I want 1113 self* he is n pietiy bo3*. and T ha\c no sou 
to bless me, lie will ncu'i know the difleienco between mo and his 
faihci nfici a few* days ” 

I paid the 11101103* and dismissed him flancsha came to me 
“3 have been looking at tin* ground,” snd he, “and ihcio is a 
hole near tho moonshec s tout, which his been diigfoi some purpose 
or other, apparentlv the commoiicenicnt of .1 well, it will save ns 
the trouble of dnrging, the emth too lies close to it, and will only 
have to bo filled in ” 

“ n.avc the lughaecs seen it?” paid I 

“Yes,” lie leplicd, “I took Bhowance wiih me, he says it is the 
very thing ” 

“Ivow, Ganesha,” said T, “how plnll we manage'’^” 

“ Oh, do you talco tho tent woik, and loa\c the rest to me , I will 
settle all outside Yon have a smooth tongue and the moonslicc i*^ 
alone, I will be close at hand in case of anything going wiong, 
bnt I do not appichcnd anything ” 

“ JTor I either Kono of the saecses or camel men must escape • 
there are many of them ” 

“ Sixteen in all , I have counted them let me see — eight bearers, 
two camel men, — one of them lias a w ifc, — tw 0 klndmutgais, one 
female servant, and foui saccscs, how many is tliat^” 

“ Eighteen,” said I 

“Ah, well, it does not matter, towards evening I will surround 
the whole , most of them will bo listening to the songs, and the 
rest we must overpower m the best way we can The night will 
bo dark too, which is in onr favour ” 

I then told him of the hoiscmen an tho village, and what I had 
done Ho knew Hittah Singh, the dufiadai, and told me that in 
his excursions into tho distiict of Airah, in Bengal, ho had met 
with him , and that on one occasion, when he had been anested for 
murder, this Hittah Smgh had got Intn . off, by sweanng to the 
collector that he knew him, and by being security for him to a large 
amount “ He is a good fellow, for a iBhojpooree,” said Ganesha, 
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but requires to bo ■ttcII paid, and yon Jiaro giTcn him enough to 
keep him (juiot 

Ino oToning camo. Jly father and I mint to tlio moonaheo f, 
but after tho CTOmng prayer time ho Iind his eon on liis knoe and 
ft noble littlo follow ho wot How I rIiqU loro that boy I oald I 
inwardly na I looked on hia Imr boantifal features and cipressire 
oyoa ho camo to mo readily and I fondled him and displayed to 
lug admiring eyes my bcQUtifal sword and dogger Axeema too 
will loro him, thought I, and ho will sni^ly tho ploco of our 
daughter when sho is married and gone from ns. 

You haro no oliddrcn P " said tho moonsheo or perhaps I 
onght not to ask, you may hare lost Ihom j your brow daikens at 
-tho question, 

**One, replied I, “a daughter A ton, the coontorport of tho 
Sahib Zodo, it pleo^ Alla to toko from mo when ho was about his 
ago. 

It IS mdeed his wall, said tho moonsheo there is no stnnng 
against fate This boy is my only oflspnng ; for many years I bad 
been mamod, and my ease was somowhat Mb that of tho sultan in 
tho Stoiy of tho Parrot grey hairs were oommg end I despaired, 
but at last Alla was moous, and you see tho boy 

•* hlay Ood grmt oo lire a hundred yean, and be prosperous, 
said L 1 haro no bopo mysolL 
Wo conversed togetW for somo time, and on a mesBage being 
given from ■without, I said, Ton ham been so pleased with the 
cnging of somo of my rnmi, hTooeshee Sahib, th^ thoy hare ar 
ranged a httle masque, after the manner of tho byroopeas, which 
thoy are anxious to perform before you- It will be abenrd enough 
I dare say yet it will serve to pass the evening and your son 
may he amused. 

By all means, md hej ''anything m the jungle m acceptable 
but for your company iLeer Sshib, vre Bhould have h«<l a dull 
tustcIl I will prepare those within, so pray aill on the performers. 
The men come, six stout feUows dressed fantastically two of them 
as women, with sitars and drams m their h&nds they personated a 
body of goosaeens, and danoed and song m a ndicnlous Tnn.Ti-nm- 
■Wh!^ they had learned their parts I know not, but the whole was 
■well done, and the moonshees httlo boh laughed immodorotely 
As Tre had emeoted, the ■whole of the moonihoe s people gathered 
ronnd the ten^ irhioh ■was open on one tide, to admit of them seemg 
the tumashft and I observed TTith socret exaltation every Tnan 
had two or three Thugs close to him , and one in -partionlar behmd 
•each of them, AH -was readvM I thonght, R-ntl I -wts about to give 
the signal, when one of the ^nga called to me that I wot wanted 
■without, "What it could be I knew not but erousmg myself for a 
momaDt, I •went out 
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“ Wiint shall Tve do ^ ” said Ganeslia to me in a voice full of 
alaim and apprehension “Mecr Sahib, the Feringhees are npon 

1 3 ’ 

US * 

“ The Feimghees ' ” 

“ Yes,” he rephed ; “ and "what can ive do ^ This good bumj will 
escape ns Of coni’se the moonshee 'uoU jom them, and we may 
then as well tlunk of stranglmg the king of Dehh, as of getting 
him ” 

“Bnthow,” said I, “how are the Feringhees npon ns ? Have 
you seen them 

“Ho,” said Ganesha, “but I have seen their people Along 
strmg of camels have ]nst arrived, with I know not how many red- 
coated sepoys to g^aid them, — my curse be on them aU ' ” 

“ And where are they ?” 

“ "Why, they aie gone mto the village They wanted this ground, 
but I told them I would not give it up , that the moonshee was a 
gentleman of rank, and could not be disturbed, and that there was 
better ground on the other side of the village ” 

“ Then never fear,” said I, “ the work must be done immediately 
I will go m and give the jlnmee , and if any of those prymg rascals 
the Lascars come about us, yon know what to do But I fear not ; 
the patel will help us, and Hittah Smgh too, and there need be no 
groat noise My father will have to personate the moonshee for 
awhile if necessary, but that does not matter ” 

“ Good,” said Ganesha, “ but be quick, Meer Sahib, I shall be in 
a torment of apprehension until the whole are fairly under the 
ground ” 

I left him, and carelessly playmg with my roomal, again entered 
the tent 

“ What is it P ” asked the moonshee 

“ Oh nothing,” I rephed , “ only some Sahib-logues’ tents which 
have ai lived Their servants wanted this ground to encamp on, 
but seeing us here, the Lascars have taken them to the other side 
of the village The troops will be here early to-morrow ” 

“ That will suit me exactly,” said he , “I will stay with them, 
and bid yon gentlemen farewell, but that is no reason why we 
should be the less merry I warrant these good fellows have an- 
othei song or two m store Have you ? ” he asked of them 

“A hundred,” rephed one of them, “but perhaps the next will 
be rather a noisy one ” 

“Never mmd,” said he, “play on, you shall have as good a 
reward as I can afford to bestow ” 

I waited till the noise was at its height to give IkQjlitrnee, yet I 
had not the opportumty I wished foi The moonsheo sat with liis 
back to the kanat, and to get behind hi-m was impossible , one of 




COXFEBSION^ OF A TTZUO 


tlio Tlings saw my ombarmssment, and roliored it, by begging him 
to riBO and ndninco b few paces. 

“ What aro they going to do P ” naked bo, 

I knoiT not,” I repUod, ** bat you Itod as ivoll comply ” 

Ho arose, and I afipped bobind him I ihonled 

bring tho pin 1 and my hand was on tbo moonsheo s nock. Ono 
■mid abnekbo gave, and folk 

Hi< wifo baa bcion looking on throngb a holo m the kanAt abo 
bad seen tho -work and mahed ont into tho midst of ns, ivitb her 
boy in her arms. I shall noTO* forgot her — norer I ahall never 
forgot Lor mid look and her screams. I toio tho boy from her 
arms, and loft her m tho midst of tho Thogs I nm ont into tho air 
and tho first person I met was Ganesha, bis fflco finshod -with 


triumph, which I saw by tho gkro of the torches from tho tent 
“All is done 1 cned ho “they huvo all fabon Two Ildllod 
myself. "Whero are tho laghoocs P wo must bo qnick.” 

Ho ran on j and I stood m tho open spaco boforo tho tent. Psrtios 
of Thugs passed rapidly to and fro bearing tho bodies of tbo dead, 
which WOT© ono by ono thrown into tho hole. Bnt tho smging ond 
mnmo went on as merrOy as evor and looking into the tent I saw 
my father sitting in tbo place which bad been occupied by the ill 
Tnewnsbee. 

lly little ebam •was crying terribly imploring me, in tona and 
words that wonla have moved any ono s heart but mine, to take him 
to his mother I soothed him os well os I could, and ■was gomg to 
my tent ] bnt onnosity impelled mo to return, and see the bole in 
which tbo bnamoss of interment was gomg on. I ■went to the edge 
Ganesha was standing by it encooniging the lugbsees I he taw the 
boy in my arms. 

“ Wbat folly is this, Hecr Sahib P ' said he “ you ore not gou^ 
to spare that boy when ive are even now m such danger I — it ■wifi 
be madness. Grro hrm to me I will silence tho crymg ■wretch, and 
send him with his parents,” 

Neverl cnedlj the b<^ is mme yon may have all the spoil, 
bnt give him irp to death I wiH not. Have I not loot a son, is 
it not lairfol to adopt a child of tTrm age P 

ITodnats I madness I cned Ganesha, ‘ the boy nmst Are 
yon a fool, lleer Sahib, ■to nsk snob a cbMoe P 

He ■wiH norer find ont the difference between ns and Tn* parents,” 
said I “ and I will not be mterfered -with 

“ Fool 1 said Ganesha setting bis teeth “ I spared a child once, 
and will nevar spare another I nave swum it on tho pokaxe " 

“ I core not for a thonsand oaths I cned “ the boy u mine, 
and yxm had better not oppose me if yon ■wish to avtnd a qnanel ” 
and 1 was going away 
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He caught me by the arm 

“ Let me go,” 'I exclaimed, and I felt for my dagger, “or, by AUa^ 
I will strike this steel into you ” 

“Boy,” cried he, “you arc mad; I fear you not, talk of daggers 
to others than Gunesha , he has seen too much of you to fear you 
Oive me the child I say, his very cries will alarm the sepoys ” 

I felt for my dagger or sword, but I had left them m the tent , I 
tried if pily could move him 

“Have you no compassion P” I said more gently, “Ganesha, 
have you no pity for a child ? Can you bear to kill him P” 

I wa? off my guard, and he saw his opportumty Qmcker than 
thought he had rudely snatched the chdd fiom my arms, and as he 
hurled him into the pit, he cried scomfidly, “ Piiy * no, I know it 
not How go and cry, Meer Sahib, for the loss of your plaything ” 

I staitcd foiuvard, and leaned over the edge of the hole, which was 
being rapidly filled, the poor boy lay senseless and dead at the 
bottom, — one shnek alone had escaped him, as he was dashed with 
passionate force into it. I gazed for an mstant to satisfy myself 
that he was dead, and some of the eaa'th which was being thrown in 
hid him almost instantly from my view. 

I turned to Ganesha m savage anger. 

“ Dog ' ” cned I, “ and son of a dog ' yon shall answer for this 
Had I my sword now with me, I would cut you m two pieces ” 

“An idle threat, and one befitting what I have heard of you,” 
said he. “ Go, Meer Sahib, you are a boy and a fool I do not fear 
you” 

Stony-hearted viUain, he had destroyed my son Situated as I 
was I could then do notiung, but I was determmed to have my re- 
venge . and I took it too I mentioned what had occuiTed to my 
father and to three of my mtimate associates * they weie determined 
to stick by me whenever I chose to attack Ganesha, and would fam 
have done so the next day , but this did not smt me, though his 
words I'ankled m my heart, and the deed he had done made me hate 
him more than ever I deferred my revenge to the last moment, 
but I took it, as yon shall hear 

We stayed on the ground that night; the palankeen had been 
broken m pieces and throvmmto the hole, bnt my father personated 
the moonshee the nest mommg as we rode through the camp of the 
Beringhees, which had been pitched so near ns, that indeed I have 
often wondered they heard not the cries of tiie party as we de- 
spatched them Bnt we had taken good precautions The noise of 
the drums, and the confusion occasioned by lettmg loose two of the 
moonshee’s horses, which were here and there pursued by a number 
of Thugs, shoutmg and screaming after them, had drowned the cnes 
of our victims, and we had effected the whole without suspicion 
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Onr good fncrads, tlio patol and tho dnChdnr liad kept tbo sepoys 
jn conroTsation, and they had not noticed tho noise Ix^nd basord 
mg ft passing remark as to its canso. 

A g nin thoTofoTo TTO troro on tho road. "Wo had not got all tho 
booty wo expected, It did not) indeed amount to three thousand 
rupees, and wo earnestly looked out for tho Dacooa, who wore, wo 
hoped, to bo our next bunij 

v7o went on to l«agpoor and sold tbo moonsbeos camels and 
horses, Horo tho gang dinded ono part, under a jomadar named 
Emam Dnlcsh, took our old rood towards Oomrooteo, and through 
tho ToDoy of Beror to Kbondosh and Beorhonpoor tho rest of us 
rotnmed by tho rood wo had oomo after staying four days in tho 
city of Nftgpoor 

On our second or third march homownrds wo orertook tho Bacoos. 
They had been seen by our spies tho moment wo entered tho rillsgo 
wo md oncompod at and as much caution was rcquisiio in manag 
them, my father at oneo proposod to bo alone the sotha, or in- 
TCiglor 

I ihaD feign to bo a Hindoo,” said ho these niscalswfll suspect 
mo if I go my own name, and indoed they would know me I 
wffl bo a ruipoot jomadar come from Hyderaud, and you shall see 
I hare not forgotten my old trade. 

Acoordinoly he pointod ha forehead and breast after the fashion 
of the Hinaooa, core r ed his eyes with wood-ashes, put on a waist* 
cloth and dress he bomrerod from ono of the men, and attended by 
another went into the Tillage. 

How anxiously I expected his return I I feered ho would fail in 
hiB TntMTfin, but Qaneshft was confident. ^ He norer fails, said he 
to me he is one of Bhowane© s own farountei } nothmig he ever 
did faded. "Would that I had his luck I” 


But he was absent so long that I became appreheniire for his 
safe^ and was on the point of setting out to gam tidings of bim^ 
when to my great joy I saw him approaching I ran to moet him, 
What nows P ’ cnod I oh, rnyfetber my liver Iwh been burnt 
during your absence. Why did you stay so long P 

“ Never mmd, my son, 'said he, when he had dismounted, “ you 
would have bem wrong to come after me But ah, tho owls 1 I 
have entrapped them — tner ore ours 

Ul-humd ul illft I onea I, ” this a rare news but how did you 
manage it P 

“ Vihj ” replied be, *^it was done easily enough, though I feared 
for my suocaes when I saw that one of the Daooos was a follow I 
had imown a long time ago however he did not reoognise me 
thftnks to my white beard and these marks of the mfidels he never 
thought I was Iimail Thug I sat and conv er sed with their leader 
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who told me very gravely he was a servant of the English going to 
Bondostan on leave of absence I said I was one also, and had come 
flora Jalna, where I was a collector of duties on spints We then 
became intimate, and the upshot of the whole was, that we agreed 
to travel togethei , and, by Alla ' if the omens are good, they shall 
die to-morrow Delay is useless with these fellows, for they evi- 
dently think (from the signs I saw them making among themselves, 
which are known to me), that we are ceitam hunij to them, and if 
we do not attack them they will fall upon us ” 

“We shall need good hands,” said I, “and I will take the 
leader ” 

“ I will he a hhuttote also,” said Ganesha “ I never killed a 
Dacoo Are they stout fellows ? ” 

“Very,” answered my father, “but like all their tribe they are 
heavily armed, and can do but httle against us, if we manage 
properly ” 

“ We had better fall on them with our swords,” I observed 
“ Not so, my son, but we wiU surround them, and if there is not 
a good oppoi*ttmity, the men can use their weapons ” 

We were soon agreed on this pomt, and m the morning the 
Dacoos joined us as we moved round the village into the mam road 
They were twenty-five m number, stout but heavy-looking men, 
armed to the teeth, with their heads enveloped m folds of cloth They 
had with them thii teen tattoos heavily laden , and it was well they 
had this encumbrance, as it served to separate them, as each tattoo 
required a man to drive it Had they kept m a body, we could have 
made but httle impression on them, and dared hardly to have at- 
tacked them 

“Now, look out I ” said my father to the men , “ if you see them 
leaving their beasts and collecting m twos and threes, fall on them 
at once, or they will attack us , they know well enough who we are, 
though they pi etend they do not ” 

We journeyed on in company , after I had ndden for some distance 
I dismounted, and walking beside the leader I entered mto conver- 
sation with him He did not recognize me in the least, and very 
gravely began telling me how he had met with Thugs on his way 
down , how he had fought with and overpowered a large band, and 
caiTied off their plunder, amounting to some thousand impees 

I could have struck him on the month with my shoe, but I re- 
frained, yet it was enough to have provoked me, being so barefaced 
a lie Still I applauded his bravery, and he contmued “ Yes, Meer 
Sahib, these Thugs are the greatest viUians unhung , and I praise 
the Prophet that I have gamed some information about them, which 
I Will give to my masters the Europeans The fool of a Thug, or 
rather one of his people, told me they belonged to Jhalone , I am 
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going that Troy and if I do not toll tho rojah of tboir being la bin 
city call me an owl, and a father of jacLatsc*. I expect, too, ho will 
reward mo handnomcly 

Ay yon will toll him, tbonght I hnt yon mast got there first, 
myinoniL l[aflhalla! worda are one thing bnt deoda are another 

“And wore they such foolaP I naked “nil tho world any that 
Thnga oro noror to bo taken m." 

Tiio follow langbed acomfolly 

“Notct taken ini" aoid hoi not I dcccirotbcmP They 

arc Bwmo, they are aaaes they mnrdor poor trarellora, hnt they have 
no wit, not ao much aa children. Thoir fool of a jemadar tried to 
decciT© me by wrapping lua loco in a rfotb bnt I eaw him, dork aa 
it wa^ and conld twear to him among a thoasand> 

“ What waa hn IHco ? inquired 1 “I nm cnrlona to know if it 
wore only to ar id him in fatoro, eapocially as I am a constant tra 
Toiler on this road hat yon laid yon attnoked them P 

Tc8,"Kudho I am an old trmTeller too and aa we were a large 
body and tho Thnn not more than treble onr nnmber I said to my 
componiona that, thongh I knew wo wore with Tlin^ they ought 
not to fear and if they wonld only watch me, we mi^t attack and 
diaporao them and get their plonder and, by Alla I wo did Bahib, 
lAte at night we rose on them, killed tome and the rest ran away 
among thorn the oowordly jemadar Wo got enongh too to take na 
to Hyderabad comfortably ” 

So we had a narrow escape, thought I thoio fellows wonld have 
attacked na, I doubt not, had we not gone on that night. Bat the 
lie, sahib, was it not an impudent one P Tet I conld not help 
laughing heartily at hia relation, which he swore was tme, b^ 
Alla and the Prophet, by my beard, and by errory aamt m hia 
calendar 

We trudged on tDI wo come m right of two trees on the road, on 
which traTellera hung bits of rag u offennga to the guardian saint 
of the place. I saw rery plainly that thia was their bhj one by one 
they began to forBike their tattoo* and collect, llore delay cm onr 
port would have been fatal, and my father saw thia. He waa aa 
prompt as 1 csmli have desired be bad seen tiieir movements, and 
just oa I had diaengaged my roomol from my waist, he gave the 
jhvnue Eleven of the Daoooa fell at the same moment, the leader 
by my hand. I had my roomol round hia throat, and before I gave the 
fatal wrench, I shontei m hia ear that I waa Ameer Ah, the lender 
of the Thoga he had meu, and that iAen I had awom to kill him and 
had done it. The rest were out down with awords my men wore 
prepared, they were not, and were heavily enoumbered, Tet ha/i we 
delayed for another three or four hundred paces, they wonld have 
fallen, upon na, and I think, sahib, the Thugs would, hare run away 
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As it was, liowever, We were \'ictonoTis , we threw the bodies as they 
were into the 3angle, and pushed on, laughing heartily, and in the 
highest spirits at the issue of our adventure The booty, too, was 
good — thuteen thousand rupees’ worth of gold, silver, and ready 
money met our admirmg eyes, when the packages of the loaded 
tattoos were opened for our inspection 

Well, sahib, we had proceeded as far as Sehora on our return, when 
we fell in with a gieat European, who was also travelling We did 
not fear him, but on the contrary determined to keep with him, be- 
cause we well knew that he had many travellers in his train who 
profited by the protection of his troops , so we divided mto two 
parties, one under myself and my father, the other under Ganesha 
Our object was to separate the travellers from him, and we hoped, 
by representing the inconvenience they were put to by delay on ac- 
count of his slow marches, and the scarcity of provisions they would 
experience on the road, to induce them to accompany us I need 
not follow the adventure further, for it diflTered not from the rest , 
suffice it to say, that after a few marches a large party of travellers 
had joined with us We left the high-road to proceed by footpaths 
thiough the jungles, and near the village of Sbikarpoor we selected 
the bhil The place was a favourite one, and well known to our 
party The tmvellers fell, twenty-nine men, some women and 
children , all wei e buried in one grave, for the spot where they were 
killed was a desolate one The deed was done m the mgbt, but by 
the light of as fair a moon as ever shone on us One child I saved 
from the general slaughter , Ganesha was not present to oppose me , 
and though the boy was a Hmdoo, yet I determined to adopt him as 
my own, and to brmg him up in the holy faith I professed myself, 
and this would enhance the merit of havmg spared him But when 
his mother died, I could not force him away from the body , he 
clung to it, young as he was, with frantic force, he screamed and 
kicked whenever I attempted to lay hold of him, and bit me m the 
arms and the hands I thought, if the body was removed from his 
sight, he would be q^uiet and submit to his fate , but no — when it 
was gone, he grew worse and worse , nothing would pacify or tran- 
qmllize him, and I fairly grew impatient and angry I drew my 
sword, and threatened him, but he was insensible to his danger; he 
reviled me, he spat at me with a child’s virulence I once more 
raised him up in my arms, but it was of no use , he seized my ear in 
his teeth and bit it tdl the blood came In the agony of the pain 
and in my rage I knew not what I did Sahib, how shall I tell you 
what followed ^ it was the worst act of my life but one, which I 
have yet to tell you of 

You killed him, I suppose, Ameer Ah, said I 

Yes, sahib, I killed him but oh, how did I do it * it was the devil’s 
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Dot nuno I ncrcr ■was cruel, but now tbo Shitxm poaicBiod 

mo. 

Hero Amocr All put lili bund* to hi* oyo* and finding mj” heart 
fickon, I beggod him to refrain from reciting the dreadful partioularB. 
Alter n pnn« Lo conhnuod 

■Wrcti^ that I was, I did this. Ko one was near mo but the Thug 
■who hold mj horse, and oven ho wn* horror stneken, and uttered a 
loud scream of terror I sOonced hun, and Iconng the mangled 
bo^ I mounted my hor*o and galloped after my party 

To*, eohib I doeorred to bo Long for that deed, had I noror done 
another but I ivn* fparod for a different fate, 

"We woro in full march on tho third day after this happened, rrhen 
wo mw a body of horsemen coming after a*, ify mind nmgare mo 
whoa I obsorrod them and I hnatoned to collect tbo straggling 
Thugs and form them into a oloso body in enso tbo borsomon sbonld 
proTO to bo onetmea, or moke any hoatJo demonstration. On tboy 
came, shouting and abnsing us m omy term of tQo re proa ch then* 
toDOTe* oonld ntter Thoro wore abont forty of them and I vcnly 
bohove that, hod I not been at tho head of the bond tboy would 
hare fled os one nmn howoror I obeerod them up, and was deter 
mined to show a good front in my retreat I Jmew thor© was a 
Tillage in our interest ■within a few ooss, wbioh poasoased a weerthr 
pntel like him I ham told von of and that if we oonld bat reach 
1 ^ we might man tho ■walls and towers, and bid defljuice to onr 
pnnner*. 

Be not afraid, cned I to my men let the beat of ye oome 
behind with me, and ■wo will atop theeo marandmg roacals. I know 
they ore Pmdlmreoa, and the 'vonost cowards la exutance. Only be 
firm you who have matchlocks take good aim, and when they ore 
near enemgh, orerj one mark his man, »nd §ee if aa many saddle 
are ■not emptied. 

On they came fortanatelT the road was narrow and had thick 
thorny brushwood on each siae of it, so that they could not pnjm a*. 
They were withm speaking distance, and I shouted, — 

Are m friend* or enemies P if the former keep behind ns if 
enemies, begone, in the name of tho Prophet, my fnends, or ye are 
likely to get a sharp recepticm- 

** Stop 1 shouted the leader of the party ^ who RTnrmg yun is 
leader P I ■would speak to hrm. 

" I am loader said I ** oome onfc alone and I ■will meet you 
but if any of ye stir by Alla I -we will fire on yon. The fellow ad 
Vanoed, ajid seeing that none followed him^ I rode out m front of 
my men. *If there is treoohary said I to ttipm, “fire, — noror 
mind me.” 

Jemadar said the mui, “our thakoor sent for you, yon 
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may possibly bave guessed Tvby You bad better come , you will 
only bave to pay a fine and >7111 be released, I swear this to you on 
tbe faitb of a rajpoot ” 

“ I wdl neither trust you nor your master,’* said I, “you are a 
parcel of Tagabond Pmdbarees , I laugb at you, and spit on your 
beai ds If you want us, come and take us , but of our own accord 
we come not Are we fools ? are we asses ^ 0 man I art thou one 
to talk tbus ? Go back to bim tbat sent tbee, and say, the man is 
yet unborn who will take Ameer Ah so long as be has a weapon m 
bis band, or a few gallant fellows by bis side Have you no shame 
to debver such a message ? ” 

He made no answer, but urged bis horse and cut at me with bis 
sword Fool I be did not think tbat a Thug could fight, and stdl 
less tbat be bad engaged one whom no one bad evei yet defeated 
I caught tbe blow on my shield, and retuimed it on bis bead as be 
passed me, — tbe fellow fell fiom bis horse a dead man 

My own men set up a shout and discbaiged tbeir matchlocks — 
one horseman and a horse fell wounded, and struggled in tbe dust 
Had only my own good compamons in tbe Pmdbaree affairs been 
with me, I would bave charged them and put them to flight, but I 
could do nothing alone We bad checked them, bowevei, and le- 
tired slowly, followed by tbe troop, who kept out of shot, but 
evidently waiting for a piece of level and fair ground to charge us 
In this way we letreated till tbe welcome walls of tbe village whi- 
ther I had directed tbe mam body appeared to our view We re- 
doubled our efforts to gain tbe shelter they would afford us, and the 
men were m some disorder as we passed over a level plam m front 
of tbe village , they were even begmning to run, but I checked 
them “ For the love of Alla ' ” cned I, “ for your ovm sakes, keep 
together and bave brave hearts , so long as we are firm they will 
not dare to come near us, but if once we separate we are lost See, 
even now they are preparmg to charge, as a hawk stoops on bis 
quarry ” And down they came , thundering along, brandisbmg 
their spears, and revibng us Some of my men fled at their utmost 
speed to the gate, but most of them stood Again I dashed at one of 
our enemies and wounded him, but tbe odds were agamst us one 
of my own men fell, pierced through tbe breast to tbe backbone 
by a spear , another was wounded , but they could not take further 
advantage of us Those who bad fled, joined by others of my 
men and some villagers, beaded by my brave old ffitber, issued 
from tbe gate , which the horsemen seemg, they drew off, and we 
got within the village in safety They kept bovermg about till 
midday, but out of tbe reach of our shot, and soon after noon 
they aU departed, and we saw no more of them We had to pay 
for our shelter handsomely, however, for the patel shut the gates 
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of hi8 rnin^ nod doclarod wo nhonld not paM cmt mtliOTit liarinf 
paid him a tbooBand rnpoc*. I wb 5 for attaclnaff him, plandonng 
hu» -nllago, and bnrnmff It after tlio Pindharco faihion, and wo 
oould haTO done it on^Ty But my father would not hear of it 
“The coantrr would noo on ho »id and, beiidw it would 
ill roquito the potol i hospitality and protection, eron though wo 
had to pay for it So ho paid the monor nod, after a thoutand 
protestation* of mutual goodwill, wo left tho viUngo in the oroning 
Inten ding to push on a* far os wo could, to bo boyoud the rcaoh of 
pursuit. 

Nor wore wo followod though this erploit made a noiso in tho 
oountry and was known far and wido, wo wore not molested- Wo 
heard afterwards that the thakoor flow into a fnnous passion when 
ho beard of hu men a dofrat, and dismissed them from lus Berrice 
as a parcel of cowards as indoed they were Moirovor ho sworo ho 
would bo revenged upon ovory Thug ho might over catch after 
ward* s and I behere ho kept his word and put seme to death But 
wo laughed at his beard, and many a morry jest had wo over the 
advents ofterwards- 

It seems the day after eoruo herdsmen wore pnasmg tho spot 
where tho t^TclIers had been killod, and the^ saw the l^y of tho 
lad lyiug in tho road all tho romuius wore discovered, and inform 
ation was giren to the ruler of the Tillage and tract of country m 
whioh the deed hod been demo. 

We pursued our route Gauaoha too had been fortunate he had 
decoyod a large body of travellora, consisting of a jemadar who bad 
lost on arm and his family with eome othem, along tho byepaths m 
another direotioD, and ho had killed them alL 

Ton know sahib, that ft is forbidden to us to till persons who 
may in any way be deformed- I was amused afterwards to bear 
the accounts which were given of the deliberations made upon tho 
jemadar s fate by Ganooha and his gang he told thmn to me him 
self when wo met. 

Soma, mdeod most of the men, said he, hesitated os to 
whether ho should be stxanglod or not. There was no means of 
soporating bun from the party and they said the whole ought to bo 
alandnned on his acoount, as ho had loot on arm, and therefore 
was not a fit soonfico to Bhowanee I rephod thiii: ho was not do- 
formed, that rf he bod loot an arm, bo had had one nmri, end tho 
losing of it was not the work of Alla but of maTi, and that, when ho 
died ho would appear in tho form in which he had been created 
therefore he was not forbidden, but was true bunij and I asked 
thorn how they would show thorr feoes to you and to their brethren 
at the rondexvons with no deed to boost of^ and, more than "-Tt, no 
phindor I prerailed the whole ware strangled tho jemadar by 
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my ovm band, for no one else Tvonld touch bun, despite of all I raid 
to convince them theio v'as no barm m it The worst of all vas, 
however, that there were two young girls of a marnageahle ago, the 
daughters of the jemadar Two of my men took a fancy to them, 
and would fain have earned them oil to be their wives, but they 
would not consent, and they were strangled with the rest ” 

We were now somewhat at a loss for a route, or whither to go. 
Tlie omens were consulted at Saugor, which was our place of ren- 
dezvous , and as they pointed to the northward, we struck off the 
high-road to the north at Saugor, and took that to Seronje But my 
father returned to Jlialone We divided mto two bodies, each a 
day’s march from tlie other, for we were fearful of bemg suspected 
if we travelled in large numbers , and since the Europeans had got 
a footing m the country, we found that we were asked more questions 
at the different posts and guards than we had used to be Besides, 
large bodies of travellers had disappeared m vanous directions by 
the hands of other bands of Thugs, and the anthonties were sus- 
picions and inquisitive to a degree However, now with bullying, 
now with bribes, we contrived to pass on, leaving our fruit as wo 
Tvent m many a sly place, which the police never suspected , and 
although V e got no large booty, yet scarcely a day passed but one, 
two, or more travellers met their death at our hands It iras at the 
village of Eklcra, in Holkar’s dominions (alas * I shall never forget 
it), that our sothaees brought us word they had secured a small pairty 
of travellers, who, they had heard, were about to proceed to a village 
a few coss distant 

Of course our men told them of the danger of travelhng alone, of 
the alarms there were of Thugs, and begged of them to accompany 
our large party for safety, which had collected for the same purpose, 
and they consented. The sothaees offered to introduce them to me as 
the leader of the kafila, and accordingly, at sunset, one of them re- 
turned to the bazar, and brought two of the men to me I received 
them cordially, repeated the same stones as my men had done, and 
frightened them quite sufficiently for my purpose 

“Listen,” said one, “though I have never seen a Thug, nor 
know of any existing in this part, yet that they have been here there 
is no doubt My wife’s father was killed by them ” 

“How*” said I, “it IS homble to think on; how did this hap- 
pen ^ know yon aught of the particulars ?” 

“ Ho,” replied he, “none but what I have heard from others I 
was a boy at the time, but the old men of the village know them 
well, and often speak of them even to this day. I will introduce 
you to my fathci-m-law, as I justly call him, and he shall tell you 
the tale himself JIashalla * he tells it with much spint, and ’t is 
worth hearing ” 
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I oonfcsi I -mis intorostcd why I ahonld haro boon bo at * com 
mon tnlo of Tbng^ wu moro than I cnn imagine I roso and 
followed tio man to lui henuo, determined to hear tlw whole *tory 
from hii father in law a month. 

I haro Bmd it wnj yet day tho «Tm wm sotting and tho TiTlago 
was a Bcono of bnitle and noiso, as la always tho enso m an oroning, 
tho herds which bad been ont to gnuo weto ponrmg in at tho 
raising olonds of dust, through which tho walls were but dimly 
sectu Yet stni as I advanced I hmacd tbom fflTnnmr to mo I 
imfi^ed I know the names of difTorcnt places near tliom — one in 
particular tho abode of a fakoor around which wms a «Tna1l garden 
I almost utarted when I approoohod it, for it scomod like tho face of 
a familiar fnend one moots after & long long absonoo, when one 
hoatstos to accost him by name, thongh almost assnred of his 
idonb^ Bnt in spito of my desiro to Imow tho name of tho gar 
den, I walked on for it WTJuid not have suited my purpose to have 
appeared to rocogniso any object, having represented mj^lf to bo 
an utter stranger As wo pmwKd Ihrongh the gate, objects moro 
and more fanuhar to my eyes presented thoms^res, — the homr 
the little mosqao, tho kotwal s obowreo, ibe temple of ^ahodeo 
1 could hare named them all, and one house in particular —my 
heart leaped within me as I passed by There was nothing remark 
able m it but it seemed nnocoountably &t«h to me, — as though I 
had but left it ycstsrday 

Still I walkod on sUently and n^ comnomon did not noboe the 
agitation and surprise which must have been depicted on my fea- 
tures, Wo reached tho house, a respectable one m appearance nnH 
dcsinng me to be seated, he loft me, to bring the old man of whom 
he had spokeo- When he entered. Alls 1 AJU I I ooeld have called 
him too by name, thongh his features were shrunLen and withered. 
I was almost about to exclaim, Rbsim TThan | but I checked my 
self, and as ho was presented to me under anothor name, Fuah 
Ifahomed Khan I was silaat 


The whole, after this, thought I, must be a wild dreom, or I may 
bare yisitrd tho place in my wandennga, perhaps stayed a few days 
at it, and it is thus familiar to me. After some desultory conreroa 
tioa my new fnend stated what he liM told me, and requested 
hiB father-m law to relate the story of Peer IThTi^ ^rith all ^ p»r 
tioulars. 
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CHAPTER XLH. 

Now o’er one-liolf tlie world 
Natore seems dead, and wicked dreams abuse 
The curtained sleep Now withered murder 
thus with his stealthy pace, 

Towards his design moves kke a ghost 

Macbeth, Act u , So 2 


The old man returned my salutations cordially , and -wlien we were 
faiily seated, and tlie hookah, had passed round, he related the sad 
histoiy of the parents of the gnl he had adopted HiS yersion of 
the tale differed little from that of my new acquaintance , and in- 
deed the whole affair appeared to have been as successful a piece of 
Thuggee as I had ever hstened to. I wonder who they were, 
thought I , I will mention the story to my father , perhaps he may 
have heard of it, and can give me some clue to the boy whose fate 
is buried in uncertainty Yet the lad may even now be among us , 
and as this thought flashed across my mind, a half conviction foiced 
itself upon me that I was the man i But I checked it, — it was a 
foolish thought, such as one harbours sometimes upon the shghtest 
cause, and dismisses after a moment’s reflection 

“And you never heard aught of them afterwards, nor of the 
boy ?” 1 asked 

“Hever,” said the old man, “never, years have passed smce 
then, and the lad, if he hves, is about your own age, Meer Sahib , 
and — ^Ya Alla *” cned he, gazmg on me, as a gust of wind caused 
the lamp to flare towards me, “ those features aie famihar to me * 
— speak, man ’ thou art not the son of him who was muidered ? ” 


I confess that his earnest gaze and manner, with my previous 
convictions that the village was familiar to me, almost overpowered 
me , but I was too old an adept m deceit to be long staggered by 
a suspicion winch he had no means of confirming, and I replied 
carelessly and with a laugh “ Ho, no, that cannot be my father 
still hves, though my mother is dead , mdeed I have but httle 
remembrance of her Besides we are pure syuds by descent, and 
reside m a distant country, and you spoke of your old friend as a 
pathan ” 

“ It cannot be, then,” said the old man, turning away with an 
am of disappomtment , “ yet the resemblance is very striking, and 
I pray you, Meer Sahib, to paidon an old man’s mistake , it may be 
that my eyes are fadmg me Yet look at him, my son, and say, 
does he not resemble her / ” 


“ He does so, certamly,” rephed the other, “ and I was struck 
with the similarity of features when I first saw him , but it must 
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bo udfi^nniy or it perhaps ono of those unQcconntnblo rciWJTO- 
bianco* which ono often boo* without being nblo to ducoTcr onj canso 
why it should oust, 

‘Bat YOU spoko of n com, «aid I, ‘ which jrou bold to bo poa- 
eessod of pooulmr Yirtnes, 

I did ilcor Sttlub, and my falhor will toll you that I have not 
oyermted its efficacy 

Nor has ho said tho other **10107 ohnnns hare I teen, but 
nono equal to it When around tho nock of tho wearer no ovil 
oomes to her no discaso attacks her and tho cyo of tho molerolont 
or enyioua rests in vmn upon hor Assuredly it possesses wonder^ 
f ol Yirtucs, for if it is oyer absent from her sho inffcri from disease 
or IS unqmot m mind. 

** Alla Ko Qoodrnt ! ” I ddaimed it is the work of God Sach 
charms oro indeed prcciona, and Inoky is tho possessor of them. I 
had once a son — bo bccamo tho Tictiin of an evil glanco cost by a 
fokoor to whom aim* woro denied he enreed my house, and tho 
hoy pined and died. I was ab*ont from my homo, and you may 
jndco, sirs, of my agony whon I nmyod ana learned my boy was 
dood. I hayo noror t^n blessed with another but a girl itdl 
guryiyee, npon whom orury caro 1 * layuhod, and no oham is oSVred 
for solo by the wondering frkoor*, Moslom or Hindoo, but it is 
eagerly pnrohaaed and hong arouud bor nook. In this manner 1 
havo spent much money hut os yet without effect for my child is 
dolicn^ and offiictod with dreams which disturb her rest and dis 
qmet hor gentle Bpmt and I would to Alla I oould become the 
possessor of some charm himibr to the one you mention.” 

** Keep a stout heart, lleer Sahib, said the old Twnn you hsTO 
bought your experience with sorrow to be sure, yet a oonstant 
attention to tho wants of the holy wanderer* will no doubt have its 
effect in the end, and their praye r * will be oflered for the health of 
your child and her long life.* 

“ Majy Alin, listen to them I •aid I ferrontly for my heart was 
ihtm with my child and my loved wife. 

I arose to take my leave, and as n^ new friend on no- 

oomponymg me to our camp, we walk^ thither 

“ You will be ready than, at tho first dawn, obsarred I we 
truTel early for the sake of the cool morning air and my compau 
ions beetir themselvea as soon as the first Uush of light spreads 
orer the east. 

Depend on me, md he, ** I will not keep you waiting wo 
hare a long stage before us. 

He left me. I will have the charm, thought I, as I lay down to 
reot my child shall be protected by its extraordinary virtne, aud 
there wul be an end of tna oonstant aeorchings for amulets, which 
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do no good, and cost nmcli money Bosulcs, I could not bring 
Azocma a gift sbo nould pii/o more Inglily, better farm lioi eyes 
than sliingb of peails or costl'i jewels Thus muRing, my iboughts 
■uandciod to my iiomc my tuswmes \\('ic befoic me inimagination, 
and I conipated tins my amUI and cvciting life mill tbo peaceful 
moment'' 1 cnjoicd nbon I m.is tbeic Mitblbem — Arcenia lying 
beside me, and our cbild amnsnig ns mill bei innocent gambols 
The continst nas founblc, and appeiled to my liest feelings 

I fell asleep, noi did I anabe until ilie bustle of piopamtion for 
tbopiiiney ■named me that it was lime to use Having peiformed 
my ablutions, I lejicated the moining pinicr and tbanksgiviiig, and 
issuing fiom 1113* little lent, I san the Iniid nas in icndinessto movo 
on, but my ucn acquanilance and bis f.imil}' Mere as yet not ivitli 
ns 

“ Shall -nc mo\c on ?” a^jlced T/iloo, — nbo was now my confidant, 
being llic second of the bbnttulcs, — as I stood near my boi’sc, pio- 
paiiiig to mount 

“Xotvet,” said I, “I expect some bum] fiom the village, they 
promised not to be lute, yet the day advances Send some one to 
buir^ them " 

“Ay, oui fiicnds of last night, I suppose, I'lleci Sahib Of coni so 
ne mil vait for them, and 1 will send a fellow to quicken them, 
knon you bon many ilicic vill be to deal mtb ?” 

“ Hot I,” I replied , “ llici c ai c a man and Ins n ife, but how many 
more I know not Wc shall soon see, bowcvci.” 

Oar mcs'^ongci I’ctnrncd almost immediately “They come,” said 
be , “ I bad not 1 cached tbo villiigo gate when I saw them issue 
foitb” 

“And bow many are tbcic ?“ I asked 

“There aie two women on ponies, one old one on foot, and tliiee 
men armed with snord and matchlock “ 

“ Six in all," said I “ Do you, Laloo, tell off the Blmttotcs , if wo 
find a good place to-day I -will give tbo jhirnee , if not, the bnsmess 
can bo done to-monow “ 

“Tiue, Mcor Sabib,” he replied, “hut we had better put it off 
to-day To tell you the truth, there was an objectionable omen this 
morning, and you know there is no need of risking anything ” 

“ Certainly not , we can send on the belhas to-night, and tiungs 
are best done which are conducted regularly.” 

The viUage party now approached us, and salutations were ex- 
changed We stayed not, but pushed on at as rapid a pace as allowed 
the villagers to keep up with ns , and we travelled thus to the end 
of the stage I saw no likely place for the deed on our way, for the 
country was thickly peopled and the villages were close to each other 
But I heard with mwaid satisfaction from my acquaintance, that 
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tlio next march 'mu throngh a lonely tmot, and I ■miB nrged by him 
io bo on tbo alert and carofal, for that robbers •vrero plontlfnl, and 
Tro might bo attacked- 

They rested in onr camp tliat day and night I ■mdehed eagerly 
to see, if it ■were poMiblo, tho face of tho iromnn who boro tho pruo 
I to eagerly coveted, but I conld not diiccm it she vras stnctly sc- 
clndcd, or if she moviid cut of tho temporary screen her hoaband bod 
oreoted, she ■mis onTcloped in a thick Tvmpper irhich defied my 
utmost attempts to discover her conntonanco. Dot she mis ttuhc 
and I gloried m tho thought thot ore another day sboold pass over 
mo sho would have fallen imdcr my hand, and tho charm ■would bo 
mmo also Ton, sahib, mQ perhaps wonder at my engemots to pos- 
sess it but you know us not, if you do. What mother is there m 
Hindostnn, ay or father who docs not covet a potent charm nguinst 
the evil eye lor his child or for his wife, far moro than nehes, nay 
tho commonest necessaries or oomforts of life P A ohDd foils sick 
tho glance of somo one is doclorod to have rested on ik ceremonies 
are performed without number popper isbumed, mustard-seed placed 
lu tno room and other things done which you ivoald lough at ■were 
I to relate them all and bonco comes the necessity of oharms. Soly 
men are besought to giro them, and are paid for them h^hlj 
laieoTS are im^orcd to pronounce mystic ■words over the lunonng 
infknt i and women will sell anything tboy possess, even their jewels, 
to porchase an amulet which ti said to be elBcxLCiooi. Sahib, I had 
lost one child another my sole offspring was oonstantly ailmg and 
■we were tormented by a thousand nuscrable onticipationi regarding 
her Within my reach "was a sovereign remedy for all, so at least I 
firmly bebeved. Can you -wonder at my eogerneas, my impatience 
to possess itP 

Inloo came to me, and -with him tho chief of the b^Ihas. ‘ We 
are to go on, I suppose, as soon os we can ? ” aaid the latter 

“ Cecrtamly replied I "I hear the road lies through a lonelv 
tract, which commences a flow ooas from here. See that you choose 
a good plaoe, and that the grare -will hold six bodiea. 

Jolroolniinl rajomed the fellow “but Ihcrpethe mformabem 
is correct about the road, and that it is not like the last stage, onlti- 
■vated ground from first to last. I -would hare defied tho best bflha 
that ever draw breath to have selected a spot free from a fJrrir^ of 
mtermption.'* 

“Rest content,” said I the information is good, I had it fr o m 
OOP fellow traTellers, -who have passed that -way a nundred timAn 

“ Then I -will start by sunset, continued he I suppose the 
neater to this the place is select^ oansurtontly with aoenn^ the 

“ Certainly ” said L “Go yon have your lenve.” 
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MnlnigLt soon nrnvcd , ■^vo had niisoii and liad pi'occedcd about: 
iincc coss on om nay, no had passed ovciy village, and cntcied on 
the desolate tract I have nicid loncd The hot night-n md stdl sighed 
ovei the vrastc, and through the thorny bushes by whieh it ivas 
thinly coveied jN’o sound bioko the silence, save a shiill neigh from 
one of our baggage pomes at mteivals, or tho amM and melancholy 
note of the plover ns it piped its a\ ailing night-song to its mate, and 
A\as answered again from afar Once or tn ice the half shuck, half- 
hoAvl of a liymna might bo hcaid, and so like AAas tho cry to that of 
a Avretch undei the knife of an assassin, that ray blood cuidled m 
my veins ns the sound thrilled through me I lodc on, fiist of the 
party, eagerly looking for the belhn, aa ho should give mo tho welcome 
intclbgence that tho grave was ready, and that avo Aiere secure fiom 
interruption, nor had I long to AAnit for this At a tuinmg in tho 
load I saw the trusty messcngci seated, and as ho espied me and 
arose, I hastened to meet him 

“Bhil manjehP” I asked in our slang language 
“Manjeh,” was tho reply, “’tis icady, Mcei Sahib ” 

“ And how far, Gopal ?” 

“ Scarcely a cannon-shot from hence, a dry nulla AVith a sandy bed 
crosses the road, and a tubutary stieamlct’s couise, between high 
and narrow banks, Aias the best place wo could find ” 

“Good,” said I, “yon aie always caiefnl Now keep near me, 
and bold my lioiso when I dismount , I have a share m this affair 
which I would not trust to another ” 

I slackened my boise’s pace, and the party soon overtook me 
I stopped as they came up, and dismounted 

“ A plague on these loads of yours, khan,” said I to my acquaint- 
ance , “ my horse has lost a shoe, and bis foot is somewhat tender , 
so I vnU walk a coss or two to ease him of my weight Surely there 
cannot he much more of this stony track ” 

“Not much, a coss or two peihaps, we ought to be near a dry 
nulla, if I am not mistaken, and from thence the nest village is a 
coss and a half, after that the road is good ” 

“ Let the Meer Sahib ride on my tattoo,” said a voice like music , 
“I am cramped and stiff, and I shall be glad to Avalk awhile ” 

It was that of my victim • she who was to die under my band ere 
a quarter of an hour elapsed She must be beautiful Avith that 
voice, thought I , but I shall see 

“ No, no, khan,” said I, “ that must not be , lam soldier enough 
to walk when I have no horse Mashalla ' my bmbs are strong and 
supple, and I would not mmd trymg you at a long stage ” 

“ As you will, Meer Sahib, but you have only to say the word, and 
she dismounts Alla knows ’t is a small recompense for your safe 
protection over this dreary tract, which never man yet passed bat 
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■with fear and QpprobcoBion Thonnllatoo wo uhnll reach it soon 
—they wir many a braro fellow • blood hna moistened its mini 
I law tho woman ihnddcr at hor hnshond b Bpot^ch, and I oheohed 

him 

” Shamo on yon khnn 1 ” Bold I * think who hears you womon b 
cars arc not fitted to listen to tales of blood, save whon they oro of a 
hattlo-fiold, and of iconea in -which honour is gamed and fame wou 
at tho iword b point. Hero you oro anfo no nweally Dacoo •would 
daro to meddk) with a kafila fiLo oars, and wo shall pass tbo uuUo, 
as wo hare those bohmd us, without & thought of its iingors or what 
haa error happened m iL But what wo* that P” I eagerly eaked, oa 
BomcthiDg crossed our path dose to my feet 

Nothing but a hare, said the khan scrao prowhng jaeknl 
hna seared her from her form, and eho seeki another hiding place. 

**Aharol” I repented, the current of my blood Bceming to bo 
Buddonly arrested, ns I tLooghl on tho fcnrfnf omen to a Thng — one 
that could not bo dunTganlCTl or if duorgarded -was certain to bo 
followed by tho most <hro caUmities, nothing lees than death or long 
imprisonment 

“Yes, lloer Sahib, a hare. Why abould it astonuh youP 
** But aonsa my very path I muttered urvoluntanly 
^ was chance, said tho man "what of it? 

”lsothing replied I “nothing —we hare on old Bnperrtifaon 
about it m my ccontry but t ib an old ■woman s tale, 1 dare say ** 

I paced on m silonoe. Ta Altai what a confbet -was raging m 
my heart I I h*ro told you I disregarded omens I eared not for 
tlmm, only as they were tho eoul of Thnggeo as iax as my men 
were concerned and to hamonr them I feignod to be portnmlar m 
thenr obserranco But my soul quailod when I -was put to the proof. 
Erery tale I had heard of the vengeance of Bhowanee at a consoioui 
nogl»t of her oomoianda and amena flashed m rapid auooession a- 
crosa my mind how one had died eaten by -worma another been 
overtaken by what the world called jastice how another lost 
hia wife or children, — and I too hod jnt a child ! I aay I quailed 
m mental terror for awhile but mine was a stout heart, a noble 
apint and it roused at my call, bke that of a good steed, which 
worn and weary with travel, yet at tho approach of strife or danger 
bears hia master os gnilflntly aa though he were from hm atoIL 
Yes, my soul ralbei Airay with such idle fit only to bo bug 
bears to children, said I mentoDy Ameer Ah is not to be frightened 
hy them. And to lose the charm,— the object of my anne^ whan 
stmost -withm my grasp I I laughed aloud 

“ You are merry lleer Sahib oned Ijaloo, who I aw ■was at hia 
place tell us your thoughts, that we may laugh too and, by 
Aha 1 -we need it, for a more unsamted country I never aaw 
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“ ’T TSfis but a tlioug'lit,” said I. “ Kuour you TrLcie my bookalj 
is?” 

“I do not,” ho replied, “but I mil call for it ” Aud tbe word 
was passed by those who follou cd ns for it to bo brought 

This was the picparntoiy signal Erciy one heard it and took 
his post The place could not bo far, aud witli my last woids had 
passed away every chance of life to our companions 

Nor was it fai off, a few moments’ walking bi ought us to the 
brink of the nulla I first descended into it, and disengaged my 
roomal I was icadv, one by one the others followed me, and we 
were now in the middle of the dry and sandy bed, mingled together, 
the victims and their destioyers I saw the time was come, and I 
gave the jlm nee 

They fell, — ay all * and almost at the same time There was no 
sound, no cry , all that I hcaid was a faint gurgling noise from the 
husband of the noman, who had mitlied in hei death-agony under 
my fatal giipe , a few convulsive thioes and she vas dead ' I tore 
away the boddice whieh coveicdher bosom , I thinst my hands into 
it, and groped upon the still vaimbieast for the prize I had so earn- 
estly longed for I found it tied to a silk coid, — which defied my 
utmost efforts to bi enk , but I unsheathed my daggei and cut it, and I 
hngged the treasure to my heart m a frenzy of exultation One 
look at the face, thought I, and the lughaees may do their work , 
and I gazed on it. It was beautiful, very beautiful ; but the ex- 
pression and the eyes, — sahib ' why did I look at it? I might have 
spared myself years of torment had I not done so That face, of all 
that I have ever seen m death, haunts me stdl, and will ever haunt 
me, sleeping or waking 

Hot that it had any particular effect on me then Ho, it was 
afterwards, as you shall heai, and when I had discovered what I 
had done Tes, she was beautiful, fair as my own Azeema, as de- 
licate and faultless in form The lughaees shall not behold these 
beauties, thought I, nor could I listen to their coaise remaiks , so 
I covered up the bosom, folded the body decently in the sheet 
whicb had been around her, and sat down by it to await their com- 
ing 

“ How, Jemadar Sahib said Gopal, as he came up to me, “have 
you not stripped the body ? But let me do so , yonder sheet is 
worth two rupees ” 

“ Let it alone ' ” cned I , “touch her not , she is too fair for the 
hke of you to look on And hark ye, my friend, let her be buried 
as you see her now Whatever the others may say, tell them that 
it is my Older, and for your own share, you shall have a new sheet 
when we reach Jhalone ” 

“ Jo hookum,” said the man, “ you shah be obeyed But have 
you searched for jewels ?” 
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“I hflvo *lio hfid Drrao. Away mth Bcr and eco that lam 
obcyod Ictstny I tnll occompany yoa 
I TTcnt 'With him Tho graro wna wlicro they had deaenbed it 
botwcon tlio liigh and narronr bQnt>3 of a small •watorcoano it -mis 
deop and already oontoinod some bodies, I saw that of tho fair girl 
laid carofnlly down over thorn, and I prevented thoir mntnating it 
■mth thoir knives os thoy hod done tho others, I muted till all had 
been finished, and tho grave covered in ; and collecting my scattered 
party iro parsned onr jonmoy It was well wo had boon so cxpedi 
tions, for eenreoly half a con from tho spot wo mot a largo party of 
travoUors, who oonfidont in thoir imzabt^ had poshed on by night 
as -wo had done. Short greohnos wero exchanged between ns, a 
fow mqninci as to tho road, wBother water wns to bo had, and 
where, and wo pasaod on. 

Out booty was small onongh, as yon may ooncoivo nbont forty 
mpoos, a fow changes of raiment, toe tattoo of tho dcccasod, and 
tho fow and simple omamonta of tho women, worth perhaps a 
bnndrcd rupeoa, were all wo got Bnt I had tho real pnsa, worth 
in my eyes thoosanda of mpeea. No ono knew I had it, and I kept 
it hong ronod my own nook, and close to my heart, A thousand 
tunes 1 took It ont end gazed at it there ■was something abont it 
which had a mystonons efi'ect on me many tunes 1 thongbt X had 
seen it before, and I fanoied its old and bettored snrface was familiar 
to me. Bat my mind ravo mo no oloe to tho idee, and I attributed 
cfeot I have desonbed to the infimmoe of the ohomi itsalf and 
I was assnrod of its potency How Aioema -mil prize it ’ thought 
I — in itself Tmlaeleas, yet a treasure in her eyes and mme, for it 
•win protect OUT ohild, and many an ©nvions eye is npon her 

"We ■were still far from Jbaloae, and the soejon admitted of farther 
•wandenngi but I •was aated. Strange to say I no longer thirsted 
for adventure and though it oomo, and mon were delivered into 
OUT hands, yet I sought not for them. Those we destroyed wero 
oosuftl travellers who jomod our pox^ and whose destruction •was 
unavoidabla. 

We hold a general delibaration at a viHago on tho confines of 
ifaiwn and though some were for travolling northward as fiir as 
Agra, and thenoe to Jholon^ I overruled aud indeed ho-rl the 
majority on my side, who were satuifled with what ttb had got, and 
longed for their homes as I did. " However my friends,” said I, 
our nrooeedmg homewards need not bring us worse boo^ than we 
ehonld get ly going north. Beads are roads, and travellers will 
eiiruly be on thorn wherever wo go. Let "ns not relax m onr vigik 
anoe, and do tou tmstm the lucky fortune of Ameor Ah. Viotory 
has alwayi followed him, and his star is atiTl high m the aaoendant. 
Above all let us oaninlt the and them be guided if it is 
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our fate soon to see our homes, they ■will determme our actions and 
proceedings ” 

My speech was received with plaudits , the omens were consulted, 
and though none remarkable were observed, yet in the opmion of 
the best-infonned Thugs we were justified in holding oui piesent 
direction, till it should be changed either by meeting with new 
adventures or adveise omens Accordingly we pursued our route 

I forget how many days it was afterwaids, but we were encamped 
at Tearee, a laige town in Bundelkhund, and had been there two 
days m the hope of bunij We had been unlucky m not meetmg 
with any till then , but our tdhaees were actively employed, and I 
was deteimmed not to quit the town without an adventure, as it 
was the last place on the road to Jhalone where we could hope to 
meet with any of consequence The sothaees and tilhaees, however, 
returned in the afternoon with downcast faces, declaiing they could 
meet with no one, except miserable creatures hardly worth the trou- 
ble of destroying , and all were for moving off the next morning 

I was piqued at oui ill luck, I know not why “ Stay, however,” 
said I to them all, “for the moiTow , something tells me it will be 
a lucky day, and one is not of much consequence ” My will was of 
course law to them, and early the next day I dressed myself m my 
best clothes, armed myself with my most showy weapons, and takmg 
some of the Thugs with me, as it were a peisonal escort, I lode into 
the town, causmg my horse to caracole as I went, m order to show 
off my admirable horsemanship Twice did I ride up and down the 
bazar and the principal streets, but without meeting with any hope 
of adventuie or bumj At last, observing tliree lespectable-lookmg 
Mahomedans seated on a chubootra, or terrace, imder the shade of a 
large peepul-tree, I rode up to them, and mquued whethei they 
coMd direct me to the abode of any dealei m pearls or precious 
stones, as I wished to purchase some 

“ Aie you m earnest said the oldest of the thiee, “ or do you 
merely ask to find out whether oui poor town would affoid you such 
precious commodities ?” 

“ God forbid, sirs,” said I, “that one so young as I am should 
dare to endeavour to jest with men of your age and respectable ap- 
pearance I do mdeed seek what I have said, and shall lejoice if 
any of you can direct my steps, for heie I am a stranger ” 

“ Smccsuch is the case,” lephed the old gentleman, “I am happy 
m being able even at this moment to present you to Shekh Nusr- 
oo-deen, who sits heie beside me, and who follows the lespcctable 
calluig you aie in search of But you had better dismount, and, if 
such IS your pleasure, join our mujlis for as long as yon feci mclmed 
My worthy friend -will then, I doubt not, be happy to accompany 
you to his abode, and show you the articles you lequiie ” 
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“Ton aro kind said I, “and I accept of jonr cinl invitabon- 
So I diEmotmtod, and atcendod by a fow Blopa to ytLcto they 

TTOrO ilttlDg 

A foTT rnomont^ htto octrapicd in tho corcmoniea of seated 

lly noiT noqnaintanco called for a hookah and sherbet, and m a forr 
moments ■?fo vftto on oiccUcnt tonns. 

And rrhat may bo your distinguuhcd name P said tho elder of 
the three, Trho had first accosted me. 

I named myself’ — a poor synd,” said I on tmirorthj do- 
Bcondont of oar Prophet, — on whoso name bo peace I 

“ ’XtfuTifillft. I I told yon so oned tho old man * llnahalla I 


thcjro IS no miitoJcmg the noblo race and hia speech too 1 How 
say ye, my fjicnds, is U not swoct and moUiflaons him a TXrTSO of 
HaiP 


Amcen 1 Amccnl cned both tis ortmso; thoyoungsynd 
iB a worthy roprcsentatiro of his tribe, and wo are lortanato in 
han^ made bis acqnaintance 

“ Tot overpower me, worthy sirs, said I I httlo ment these 
eneomioms for having spent all my days in camps and in strife^ I 
have learned few of thio courtesies which ought to adorn the man 
non of every true behover 

Ton have served then with Sindia P asked tho penri merchant 


Ko said I not m bis armies, thouffh there has been tough 
fighting onoQgh to bo seen with thorn. I have served in tho Hni. 
hnn and I om proud to say under tho banneTS of Salabut TThnn of 
Elhohpoor “ 

A good namo,” cned ollj “the noble Itban too has won it 
Irmvely though not on our side In the late contests. 

“ It matters not said I j wherercr a blow was to be atrud::, 
or there vras hope of a fight or a foray Salahut IHin^ -^Tas ever first 
in the fray and the last to leave it. 

‘ And your destmatiou, 0ynd P asked the pecil-merchant. 

“ Jhalone, I rephed. “ Salabut IThnn haj reduced force 
and there bemg no longer hope of employment for a cavalier likn 
myself, I returned home to my father ana have gmet semoe 

with the rajah, — ^wbom Alla preserre 1 for he is as generous a 
pnnoe as any of Hindostan and on his behalf I have recently been 
on a mission to the durbar of Doulut Rao on some matters which 


have been in dispute between them. I am proud too to say that all 
has been muetly settled. 


“ Sooblmn Aha ! emod tho third worthy j how could it be 
otherwise, si nce our honoured guest hm manag^ n^otaatiou P 
Again I bowed xssj head to the earth, and acknowledged the 
compliment. Borne desultory oanv ena tiou followed, and I r«o to 
depart. 
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“My time is precious,” said I, “ and I implore you to excuse me 
I have much to ariunge about the meu -who accompany me, and I 
go on to the chovnee to settle their accounts ivith the kotwal, if 
the Tvorthy shekh mil allow one of his attendants to pomt out his 
abode, I mil notice it, and visit him ere sunset ” 

“hTay, Meer Sahib, this cannot be,” lephed the shekh, “behold, 
I am ready, I ivill accompany yon , my poor house is not far off, 
and Alla forbid I should be the means of trespassmg upon your 
time 

He arose, girded up his loms, threw his shawl over his shoulders, 
and thrustmg his feet mto his shppers prepared to accompany me 

“ I take my leave then, worthy sirs,” said I to the otheis , “ may 
health be mth you ' ” 

“Hot without the pan and ntr, Meer Salub,” said the elder, “it 
cannot be that we should let you go like a dog ” And callmg to 
an attendant, the articles weie brought The pan was presented to 
me , I was duly anomted on my beard and under my arms, and 
after a few more salams and compliments, I was following my new 
acquamtance the peail-mercbant 

“ Is he to be bunij ? ” whispered one of my attendant Thugs to 
me in Bamasee as I passed him 

“ Hush ! ” said I, “speak not a word , but lun all of ye before us 
and clear the way, as if I were a groat man ” 

They obeyed me, and ran forward, shouting and pushmg the 
crowd to and fro, as though I had been a nobleman of fifty descents 
and a hundred titles 

We soon reached the house of the merchant , and leaving our 
shppeis at the door, he took me by the hand and led me at once mto 
the private apartment, where I suppose he transacted his bnsmess 
or received his best customers It was a dahlan, or veranda, open- 
ing mto a court, m the centre of which was a small fountam , its 
edges were planted with red poppies and laikspur, m various 
figui es , and a plantam tree or two flung their broad green leaves 
over all The place looked cool, and was scrupulously neat and clean 
The loom wheie we sat had been newly whitewashed, and its floor 
covered with a white cloth, except the musnud itself, which was 
yellow cloth bordered with blue velvet, a few large luxunous-lookmg 
pdlows mvited me to reclme and foiget the woild and its cares 
Such shall be my own home, thought I, after awhile , a fountam is 
easily made, and I will enjoy my peace and quiet even as this worthy 
does I had seen a hundred such, but the unobtrusive neatness and 
comfort of the spot struck me forcibly , and whilst envymg the 
possessor his peaceful lot, I was mwardly forming a plan to decoy 
him with me, which I had leisure to mature, for he had left me 
seated, and was for some time absent 
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OHATTKa XLin. 

Hot . — ^Wlnit Ii th# Inoo of tbo burineM tbero f 
Him. — It vQl bo fbort tbo Intorim U mine 

And a pYnn ■ Ufo • no moro than to t*.y one. 

liamkL Aet r., Be. 1. 

Hb returned after lOTno time bringing him a small castet, and 
Icaiding by tbo band a noble looti^ boy whom ho prcvutcd to mo 
as bis oon, bis fint-bom IT© was al»ut tirolro years of age m 
tolbgent m feature, and withal bandsomo, and possessing a con 
ddenco of manner I bad never scon snrpasscd. 

Alia bos been mcrmfol to yon, fnend, said I and tbo 
Pnhib Zadah is worthy of his sire, i bad a son too once who 
promised to bo snob a ono as tbo boy boforo mo j bnt it was 
will ! and I have now a lonely houao. Tot why obtmdo my gnofr 
npon a strungor P Ton bavo doubtless other llowors of tbo same 
tree. 

** Tbero aro tbreo of them,” said tbo morrhant, “and they are 
tbo pnda of m^ oxutcneo {or after all, wbat u wealth P wont is 
honour P wbat is w«U*doing or respoot m ibo world without some 
cue to inboiTt it, and to toll of his ibther to yei unborn gtmcrutionsP 
And you ore yet young Why bo without bopo P Alia will not fail 
to listen to tlu9 pra yer a of a dervout syuA 

Alas,” said I, * I think not of it A girl remains to me, who 
u oontrocted in marriage to tbo son of a worthy ntngbbour and 
upon her rest my hopes at present It is on bur account that I 
Book a few pearls for tbo nmmoge ceromomea.” 

And they aro here, Moer Siiibj pearls from Surat end from 
Berendeeb, — ^jewels that a monarch mi^bt be proud to wear ” AtiH 
he opened tbo casket, and displayed its beaatifnl oontonts to my 
admirmg ejoe. 

ThOT ore indeed beautifal, said I ; but a poor soldier like 
myself has little to do with such costly ornaments. Show me, I 
pray you, a few of a lower pnoo, snoh aa will suit my pr esent wants, 
which do not reach farther than three hundred mpees •miTi'h 

He selectod a string and held them oat to me they were what I 
really re<piired, and the parohaBO was quickly concluded. 

Still however the ghttemig stniigB lay before me as I took 
up one in pertioalar of great beauty from the evenneas of tbo pearls 
and their bright water I said, as if involuntarily Would that my 
patron oould eeo these 1 

Eh 1 what P onod the merohant. “ Do you ihinV h e would 
purchase thmrt p 

Assuredly said I “for shortly before I left Jhalone the rajah 
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Xou knoTT liavo promLscd to take mo inth yon tbo lifst jonrncy 
yon maVo 

“Well it IS Tory tempting corttunly ” said thomorclmnt “Eight 
thonsand mpccs, yon said ilocr Sahib? That is Trorth ffoing for 
and these baubles nro uaclcsa to mo here To tell yon tho troth, 
oontmncd he, I got them (iom a Pindharoo who serred with 
Ohcctoo or Dost Idahomcd I know not which, IIo kept them as 
long as ho could, hut tho lubhura wore broken np by tho Fcnnghccs 
(awidblow to our free trade) and Ibongh a fow borsomon, his own 
foUowops, etook to him yot ho had notWg to giro them at last 
when they bccamo mutmoni, and threatemod his hfo for their pay 
ho whb obliged to soD those, ond I was tho purchaser 

And yon got them cheap P said L 

Yes, they wore not dear Moor Sohib a man £n necessity rarely 
drives a hard bargain, I got thorn cheap 5 and yet I swear to yon 
that they ore choap at oignt thonsand rupees, I say this from ex 
penonoo for I havo told woiso to Mahdajee Smdia himself for ten 
thousand but he wiU not purehoso now and they he heavy on my 
hands. 

All thcroforo considered, Shokhjee,” said I, “you had ly Cir better 
accompany me to Jhalone As to the jonroey a month bco yon 
backagam tho season is favonnibb for trorel, and as wo are a strong 
portr and match by night, you will noror bo moommoded by tho 
sun,' 


■VToU, Hear Sahib, I havo almost determined but it wiU be 
necessary to tell those mside, said be, pomtmg with his thumb to the 
run ana } and as von said yon had to go to the k ot wal on some bnsi 
ness, if yon could look m hero after it la nD over about the time of 
evening prayer I shall bo able to give yon a demsive answer Mndi 
as we affect to despise women, von know I dare say Ueer Sahib, 
that it makea one nnoomfortabfe to undeutake anythmg more es- 
pecially a journey without oonaolting ihetm, 

“ As yon will,’ said I “I am mdifferont about the matter it is 
for your good alone that I have offered this ocimsel and in this 
world of infidelity and selfishness it is re f reshing to the heart prrfhpr 
to assist a brother Moslem, or to be osnsted by one without selfish 
motives. Alla Hafii 1 I take ny leave and I will return by tho 
Moghreb, and bring the money for my pearls. I left 
“ Ii ho to be bumj P agam asked the Thug 
Peace fool 1” said I laughing “he has gorged the bait, but the 
hook IS not yet struck. Wait Inahalla I Ameer Ah is not tho son 
of an owl or a jackais and, Inahalla I wo wiU yet throw dirt on his 
beard, for all he is so oanbous. 

I had no buameas with the kotwal, os yon may have imagined. I 
rode to my tent, and assembling tho leaders of the banddevelopod 



CONFESSIONS OF A TEUG 


391 


to them my plans and gaye them instructions as to their demeanour 
and conduct before om new guest in prospect , this done, I was easy 
about the rest If he came ' It was almost too much to hope for , 
yet I had confidence m myself and m my fate And the boy > that 
beautiful boy ’ — I had (for once) no heart to be a paifieipator m his 
death I must not allow him to accompany ns, I said to myself, 
enough that the house is made desolate by iiie death of the father 
I was thus musmg when Iialoo came to me 

“You are mad, Meer Sahib,” said he , “ this plan is not feasible. 
Bunij met with on the road is well enough , but to drag a man out 
of his house, as I may say, to destioy him, is too bad , and I do not 
thmk it IS justifiable ” 

“ Ha ' ” cried I , “so you are turned against me How is this ^ ” 
“ God forbid that you should say so, Meer Sahib , but look at the 
matter You are known m the town, people hare seen you enter 
the house of the merchant, and they will know that he accompanies 
you Will they not hunt us out^ ” 

“ You are an owl,” said I, laughing, “ tmst me, theie is no fear ; 
and as for takmg the man out of his house, I teU thee I see no more 
difierence m it than in havmg met him on the road in the regular 
way Let me alone, I know my woik, and when we have got him, 
you shall applaud what I have done ” 

“ Hay, it was but a friendly remonstiance,” said he , “ and as you 
feel confident, go on with the matter He will be good bumj P” 

“ Assuredly, to the tune of some thousand rupees By Alla * I 
was tired of the humdium work we have been at lately, and my 
blood stagnated in my vems This has stured it, and I have set 
myself to the work You know I seldom fail ” 

“ Seldom indeed, Meer Sahib , but can I do ought ? ” 

“Yes, you can,” said I , “follow me at a httle distance, and note 
the house The fool I am after will depend on his astrologei for a 
good day to quit his home I am sure of this, for he said he would, 
and he took my bantering against him with an ill grace Bind out 
his seriaints, and from them the brahmm , take money with you and 
pay him There is enough of dayhght yet, and remember to-moirov 
luormng is to be a lucky one, and the nest a bad one Mind this, 
and do your best, for much depends upon it — nay, eveiythwg ” 

“On my head and eyes belt!” said he, “and theiefoie, Meer 
Sahib, I pray you accompany mo even now, better m disguise jioi- 
haps, and show mo the house Leave the rest to me, and I will not 
fad ” 

“ A good thought,” said I “ The sun will not set for the next four 
hours, I can casdy letum and equip myself afresh So saying, I 
stnpped myself of my fine clothes, put on othcis v Inch u ei c soiled .nid 
duty, tied up my face, except my ojes, and tuckuig my sword under 
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mj onn, looked duropnlablo a brawler or amolcr of gonja as nny 
la tbo gixid town of Tenreo. 

“ Como^ said I, " om* errand « soon done and so it was. Wo 
T.TilL.ed past tbo bouse, and I loft my ally at the comer of tlio street 
•witb a bundrod mpcci in bis waisU^d, and a canning beort in his 
breast. 

I rotnmod and To-die*8ing mysol^ I mounted my bomo and loci, 
my way to tbo merchant s, with tho money I owrf him. I found 
him in tbo same spot but tho OTcning was sultry be led mo to 
tho tcrraco of hia house, whoro carpets had been spread for our 
convcmonco I paid my money and reemTud tho pearls, and then 
entered upon tho mom ol^oct of my visit 

Ton will go then ShoUgeof said I or is your mind against 
itP 

Not at all, not at all," ropUod he. It is my wish to go, — my 
grtat wish, JJecr Sahtb bat when I montionea it in my xenana, 
tbongh tlvo proposiUon mot witb no oppoaing words or tears, they 
ono and all declared thot a laeky day most be fixed, without which 
it would bo oloorly of no nso my going at all Tou know what 
women 010 2Iocr Sahib suJSco it to say that I could not over 
nnmn theiT scTuplci for tho more I argued and persuaded the 
more t tr on gly they opposed and m fact, the matter became so 
sonous, that to pacify them — mind you, to paafy them — I sent ten 
rupees to a brahmin who hroa bard by who is a noted astrologer 
and the only ono hero in whom any cozifidence is placed. AUais my 
witness I oared not what he said but when a message came bnrV 
to say that to-morrow was an unlnoky day tho whole sensn limnn., 
wives, slaves, and asseels, »et up such a howl of lamentation at what 
might have happened, and afterwards of congratulation at my hav 
ing escaped the threatened evil, that I was fairly stunned, ana have 
given up the idea of the joamOT for to-morrow at any rate. But 
you know Jleer Sahib, to-mom»w s coiyunotaon of planets may 
have a differeirt effect, and as ycni wiD stay 

Indeed, Shokhjee, said 1, “ I cannot stay Hero have I idled 
away three whole days, and I can reomun no longer fur time is 
premons to me. My patron will even now wonder what delayed 
me and to lose his favour will bo the loM of my means of mainten 
enfift. So to-moiTCw I start, moat assuredly wnethor you come or 
not. And as to yonr aocompaiyuig me, that is your matter I am 
perfectly mdiffereni to it, exo^ that I wb*]! Jose your pleasant 
society on the road. 

Ho was fairly perplexed. He had evidently reckoned on my stay 
but my careless yet detemuusd manner of speaking left him do 
hope of a ohange m my opinions and, as a Persian would have said 
he held the finger of deliberation between tho teeth of imp^finrit 
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desire ” There he sat for a long time, looking on the ground m 
silence It was a straggle between the love of gam and supersti- 
tion , for though he had wished me to beheve the contmry, he was 
as folly imbued with the behef of lucky and unlucky days as any of 
his wives, slaves, or asseels At length he said — 

“Meer Sahib, you remember our agreement — the two hundred 
rupees ? I will make it another hundred if you stay one more day 
Ton ara a poor man, and a hundred lupees will buy many cloths for 
your daughter’s marriage ” 

Here was a direct attempt to cheat me out of a hundred rupees , 
and, for the latter part of his speech, I could have strangled him on 
the spot Yet I kept my temper I was playmg too deep a game 
to lose it, and for a tnfle too 

“Ho, Shekh,” said I, “it cannot be, I would not for a thousand 
rupees stay au hour after dayhght to-morrow . you cannot tempt 
me But have you ever thought that your nu30omee may have 
played you false, and that it requires a few more rupees than ten to 
make the heavens propitious ? I have heard of sttch thmgs, ay, and 
pi oved them too, or perhaps I might beheve m the aspect of the 
stars as you do ” 

“ Ay > say you so, my friend cued he By Alla ' I would beat 
the logue with a shoe m his own temple, with a shoe of cow’s lea- 
ther too, if I could think he was tiying to cheat me , but that is im- 
possible How can he help the position of the stars 9 And yet say, 
shall I send more money 

“ Ho,” said I, “ surely not • if he is honest, he wdl flmg it in youi 
servant’s face , if he is a rogue, he will keep it, and send word that 
the stars have changed , m the first case you will eat dirt, m the 
second you will be cheated, and he will laugh at your beard Ho, I 
see no help for you, but to go m defiance of him, the zenana, and 
the stars , and this will prove you to be a man ” 

“ Impossible, Meer Sahib,” said he despondmgly “ Puttmg the 
nujoomee out of the question, I have fom wives, AUa help me ' — 
the lawful number, you know , but oh • my friend, their wrath is 
■dreadful, and I dare not piovoke it ” 

“ It 13 enough,” said I , “ you wdl not go, because you dare not, 
— ^not because you do not wish it ” 

“ Exactly, Meer Sahib you have hit upon the very cause My 
own heart is wdhng, and the piospect of gam leads me , but those 
women ” 

It was prayer-time, and the muezzm’s sonorous voice proclaimed 
the hour from the roof of a neighbourmg mosque We performed 
our ablutions, and, as good Mussulmans, we spread our carpets, and 
turning to the stdl glowing west, poured forth our evening praise 
and thanksgivmg. 
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I Trns dotcnmnod to stay till tbo last moment I conld, to pivo my 
omiMary Umo for his procoodmg* and if no mcftsa^ camo from tho 
natrologcr to try aomo other plan, or oren to agreo to atay nnothor 
day jVh gold ! thought I if then desertoft mo now nt my beat 
need, I will foreswear thy worship 

Our pmyora wero ended, and still wo aat and conversed, bnt no 
mossogo camo to smt my purpose I bad gmdaally led the mcr 
ojxant nock to tho subicct oi tho jonmoy and was picturing to bun, 
m torma axuted to ma avanciona soul tho reception bo would 
aaiurodly meet with at Jbalono and I was preparing my words to 
introduoo n obango in my opini'ma as to ataying another day when 
a aerrant come np tho steps and whisporod aomotbisg in his ear 
at which ho start^ yet at tho aomo tnno his face put on a joyous 
appoaranco 

* Excuse mo for an instant, my fnond ” aaid ho I am wanted 
below — aomo ono awrnta mo m too dewan khono. Wait hero, and 
I will rqom you inatontly 

My heart beet loud and qnick m my bosom os I watched him 
down the stops. Could it bo that I bad suoccedod ? or was there 
any fear of dsnOT to my own person ? I looked over the teaxaco 
it was far too high to fcap £r^ escape if there was danger was 
i mpm oticabla. But a moment s thongbt rallied mo and as I dis- 
oagoged my trus^ sword, and held it ready for acboa, I laughed 
at my own fears, tor I know I could defend that narrow stair against 
a host. I looked over mto tho ocmrtjard of the dowan l^aria 
but saw no ono I oould hear two voices in low and earnest conv er 
sotion and BB I stretched forth my neck, and bemt over the parapet 
of the tarraoe in tho vain ondeavotir to catch a syUahle, I was snd 
denJy gmtifled by seeing the merchant and a figure robed in white 
whidi I knew at once to be that of a Hindoo while hia hore and 
ahaven hood proved him to be a pnest, emerge from the dowan 
khnna j and now their words came dearly to mo. 

“ Then there is no obstacle P smd tho merchant. 

ITone, said tho hiahmhi (for so he was) “os I have said, 
there was a mistake in the tables a-nd calcnJsfaons which I hsTO 
just discovered. My art also told me that thou wert anxious to go 
am I right P” 

” Bi^t I ah, Tirtuous Brahndn, assuredly thou art. I am pro- 
mised gam — nay wealth. 

** And thou mit be suocoBsftil,*’ wajd the other ' May Haiaynn 
grant it I I will pray for thy good fortune 

Do BO do so, good Branmm. Good Seonsth, I wiH not forget 
thee on my rotum. InshaHal I can bo grutefiil I will TTvqVft a 
nurrur through thee to the temple 

** You will not foil to do so l Shekiyee, for BsHajoe h^th 
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been propitious to tliee evei smce tby nuzzurs liave been offered up 
at Ins sbrme But I go to present tby gift, tbougb it is a small 
one Ifarayun keep tbee 

“It shall be doubled — trebled, Seonatb. I swear to tbee by Alla 
I will not forget wben I letum* Tbou goest ^ Well, Alla Hafiz 1 
my friend awaits me ” 

He returned to me “ Rejoice witb me, my friend,” cried be, “ my 
land Meer Sabib ' after all, to-morrow is tbe lucky day My frienfl 
tbe brabmin sent one of bis disciples to say there was a mistake m 
tbe calculations upon bis tablets, and that tbe aspect of tbe heavens 
was favourable to me for an unlimited period Ah, bow wise be is, 
Meer Sabib, and bow honest ^ — you called him a rogue , but, see ’ be- 
migbt have kept me m suspense for a month, and refused to con- 
sult tbe stars at all untd be bad been well jiaid Well, after all, it 
is tbe power of Alla, and doubtless these infidels bold some com- 
munion with Him, which is denied to those of tbe true faith ” 

“ So it would seem, Sbekbjee,” said I, bumourmg him , “it is 
no doubt wonderful that your fnend, for an astrologer, is foi once 
honest Of course you paid him bberaUy for bis new discovery ?” 

Tbe merchant wmced “A tnfle, Meer Sabib; a few pice to- 
purchase oil for tbe temple was all be wanted ” 

“ Ob, luie disinterestedness cried I , “ truly it is grateful to tbe 
heart to see such conduct m this selfish world, where every one ap- 
pears to strive bow be can overreach bis neighbour Of course be 
has no prospective advantage ?” 

“Hone, Meer Sabib, none ’ How could a true believer have deal- 
ings or connection with an infidel 9 Do I not take advantage of 
bis leammg for my own convemence, and then laugh at bis beard ?”" 
And be chuckled 

Liar , said I to myself, as I clenched my band and ground my 
teeth, tbou sbalt answer to Alla for this perjury before tbou art 
many days older Verily, this is a meritorious deed, and therefore 
bast tbou been debvered mto my bands A Hajji too ' Ob, shame, 
shame ' Tet then I remembered tbe Arab verse which saitb, “ If 
tby neighbour bath performed the Haj, trust him not , and if he hath 
done it twice, haste tbee to remove thine abode from his vicinity ” 

“ Good, 0 Hajji,” said I, “ and you do light But the night 
wanes, you had better make pieparation for the joumey , and let 
me offer you counsel Bnng no one with you but a servant or two , 
my company is ample for your protection I havo a small pal which 
will hold us both , and, above all, brmg not your son,- — he will but 
fatigue himself for no good purpose, and be a clog on our rapid 
movements, foi rapid they must be ” 

“ I will follow yom advice m all things, Meer Sahib I shall 
brmg no servants . the man who will drive my spare tattoo can at- 
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totKl mo TThcn I reqairo it} and Iho less show I make, tho less I 
aiiftll bo fuspeotod of carmne money ■mth me. 

RomemDor thou," said 1, ' too como to my camp by tho time 
the morning star uses tto shall all bo ready for yon, and tho fim 
not bo powerful ore wo rtaoh oar stage 
Ho promised to bo thero by tbo oppointcd tune, and I left him. 

I found my trusty emissary wuhog for mo in my tent. Ho burst 
into a loud lough wnen ho saw mo. 

“IshoEnfoP ho oslcod at length Ah, ^fcor Sahib, I havo Imd 


great amnsomont, os no doubt yon haTo also. 

”Ho is ho IS fairly caught. Tho net is around him ono pnH 
Jind ho IS o lost man. And yon, my foithfol fnond you baTO sue 
ocodod 10 that I marrel at your success. 

^'ilBiTol not, ho replied “ tho task was easier than I thought 
But hoar my adventures. 


* Sandy said I and I called for a ohilum, whilo ho proceeded 

* You remombor wboa you loft mo P nodded,*— IVoH, it was 

a long time oro I oould find a aerTant and m dospair 1 lay down in 
^0 BDodo of tho wall, but kept awaka. At last a mQow cnm.e out, a 
Hindoo, os luck woidd have it and 1 followed him Oansi thou 


direct me to a kulal s shop P said I I have travelled far and my 
throatisdry I saw that tho follow liunsoU drank, frtsn the colour 

of his o^us, and they sparkled at the menbon of the kulal s shop 
Thera is one close by he ropUed 1 wlO show it Good, said 
I, thou sholt share my potsbonS. Well, we entered the shop, and 
went into the inner room. I caDod for a bottle of bquor BTid paid 
for it The plaoe was somewhat daik, and I poured what I tool on 
the ground, nut he drank every dnro} be finished the bottle ss 
thou^ it had been water and I eemt for more. At last I beg^ by 
asVmg him who his master was, and what servico he did, an^ 3Ia 
-shaHa I I heard m a wonderfully short time aH about tiim and, 
lastly that ho was going a journ^ but had been prevented by an 
astrologer s having aeclarod the morrow to be an unlnoky day In 
■fine, my fnend Sumbhoo (for sooh was hi« name) got vury drunk 
.and having told me much of his master s private history which did 
not rodonnd to hia credit, ho fell sanseless on the ground, and there 
I left tom but not before I had sscertamed that the astrologer 
Tended at a temple m the next etreet^ and Tim namw was 
Seonath.” 


‘ I have seen hnn, said I ** a tail, fair muTi, & good looking 
,pneet, and stout enoi^ for a Thug 
“You saw him I How and where P" 

I told him, and we had a haar^ laugh as I deecribed tho scene in 
ithe oourt-yard, snd mmuoked the ennging tnrifyi of the merchant 
-and tho haughty ones of the brahmin. 
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“But listen,” said Laloo, “and -wondei, as I did I soon found 
tlie temple and the brahmin, and accostmg him, I begged for a 
charm against the evil eye for my child He looked at me — Ya Aba * 
how he looked ’ I quailed under his gaze, and my flesh crept as if 
I were in an ague fit , for once I was afraid, for I knew not the man, 
and yet he seemed as if he could read my heart ‘ Follow me,’ said 
he, ‘ I would speak with thee apart from these prying people ’ He 
spoke kmdly, and I fobowed him, though almost mechanicaby He 
went before me ‘ Leave your shoes,’ said he , ‘ this place must not 
be poUnted- it is sacred ’ At last we were alone in a small couit, 
where there was a shrme of the god Agam he turned on me, and 
looked into my face I really knew not what to thmk , and oh, how 
glad‘1 was when he put an end to my suspense by repeating our 
signal words ' ” 

“ Our signal ^ ” 

“Yes, Meer Sahib, even so, I was as much astounded as you are, 
but the mystery was soon solved He proved to be a pnest of our 
holiest of temples, Bmdachul, who had travelled mto these parts, 
and having picked up some astronomical lore at Benai’es, set up 
here for an astrologer, and found the trade so profitable that he has 
not returned to Bmdachul Of couise I had no reseivation with 
him, I developed our plan, from which he at fiist drew back, but 
I opened my purse, and five ashmfiees worked such a change in his 
sentiments, that he listened to my words with complacency, altered 
the face of the heavens as far as they concerned your^iend, and, m 
fine, offered there and then to go and say that his calculations were 
wrong, and that everythmg boded piosperiiy to the poor shekh ” 

“ He has not failed us,” said I 

“Ho,”rephed Laloo, “I know that, but we have to pay hand- 
somely He wanted a hundred rupees more, but I represented that 
we were a large band, and there would not be much to divide, and I 
obbged him to be content with a bhuttote’s share, added to what- 
ever a general subscription miglit amount to when the band should 
be mfoimed of the part he had played ” 

“ And he is content ?” 

“ You have had the best proof, Meer Sahib , has he not done the 
eriand he promised P And when did a biahmm of Bmdachul ever 
break his faith ^ He dare not Bhowanee would smite him on the 
spot, or kib him by hngenng toiments ” 

“ And how,” I asked, “ are we to convey this share to him, what- 
ever it may turn out to be ? ” 

“ Easily enough , we can get a hoondee on this place, and send it 
to him m a letter, or we can despatch a man with it ” 

“ True, we can,” said I , “ and so now go, repeat to the men the 
lesson I taught them, and enjoin them to be circumspect and wary. 
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NVo luxvo f?oo(l bumj m prcirpoct, and, Inslialla I vrc ■mil get it too 
But I -sTisIi I could SCO tlio Ur^mm. -who lioa done ua bo good a turn 
in thu mnttor 

Ijct ^»Tn nlono " enid lio ho told mo tliat, althoagh bo ■wiabed 
muob to BOO JTJO, lui'Tiiig often board of your conduct, it -whb better 
to avoid Buspicion, and tbot any opon lutorcourBo betTToen bitn and 
you Tvould expose him to tbo inquiries of tbofo mth whom ho was 
associated and had bettor bo avoided. And ho is right, lleor Sa- 
lub j it ■would do no good- 


CHAPTEB XLIV 

ConacaTU — nnloQ him IAa a tUsf hrisg him before uj t 

Thon^ Toll VB m *7 not pan upon hie life 
Wltboat the form of Joet^ ytl our poirer 
Shan do « courtety to our vnth, which men 
May blame but n^ contiob 

X«r Act ILL Sc. 7 

Pouc davi passed, and tho mordmnt mus stiB in our company Ho 
was fllightly attended, and wo conld hnvo terminated his ecastence 
whonovor wo pleosod but wo were onmous to carry him on os much 
of the }oanioy as we conld, and to baffle any traces of our route by 
turning to tho right and left, away from the regular troota, and by 
footpaths and bj^ys onJv known to onnelvea. Tet we had got 
for enough and 1 knew tnnt. tho next day b mardb woold load ns 
through a jungle, which wob one of our favenmto hhna, nnd ■where 
I had from thn first determined ho aheuld die. 

"We were on the rood early on the fifth monung gnd ai beforo 
(indeed os was my iront) I was nding at the head of my party It 
was no^w dayhght, but we wore ontenn^ the jungle, and I was 
marry in my heart to think that he was m my power and - fltfifc a 
largo and vnlnabla booty would be our pruo in the co urse of a short 
hour vrhen I saw an anmial mo've m the bnahes on my right hand. 
Another metant, and a hare ogam oroesed my path 1 I laughed 
withm myself Pools that they are, thought i, the*© brethren of 
mine I no jemadar but mytelf ironld dare to pursue tbia track after 
so dire an omen ; himself and hia whole band would fly as though 
a hundred tagers trere in than* path, and would leave their bnuij to 
escape, or to follow them, as his deotmy might guide b)m But 1 1 
— I laugh at it onoo I kiTe proved that the ompm u harmless, and 
shall it deter mo now P Ah, no, no I my gome is sure, and ■within 
my gresp. 

And so it 'was. Sahib, ive had not gone a coss, when I saw the 
place I h ad determined on and there tho merchant died and his 
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iwo sorvint*^ Yc*;, he died hy my OA\n hand I pulled him olF lus 
pen j and sltaucjlod him; and Ihc scivanls ncio cnicd foi hy the 
othcis, hui not hcfoio one of (horn liad cuf do^Mi one of my men , 
for in my ca^cino'^s lo po'^sc'^i myself of (he pure hoforo me, I had 
not- seen that the sci\antsof the mci’chanl could observe my ac- 
tions The poor fcllon nho had fallen ivas dieadfully nounded, 
yet ho still breathed 'What to do n ilh him I knew not nc could 
not nait, and to transpoit him nith us nas out of the question 
“ Wliat shall no donith Annndco?” said I to Lnloo, “no are 
far from our stage, and no cannot, nith our laigc party, say wo 
have fallen among thieies ’ 

He solved my doubts at once “Put linn out of his pain,” said 
lie, “the man is dying nhat mnttois anotliei thrust''^ he can bo 
bmicd AMth the lost The men might not like it if they satv it, but 
all here aie engaged, and most of the band have gone on "We can 
nr.ap him up iii lus sheet aft cm aids ” 

I dien my snoid and stepped ton.auls tho dying nTctch , ho 
looked supphcatmgly ton aids me and stiovo to speak, but my heart 
Avashaid I an as sickened by the deed I had done, and I pinyed 
Alla to forgiyc me the blood of tho miserable cieatnrc 
"Wretch * said I, niton iipting Ameer Ah, and you murdered your 
OAvn companion, your brother to an horn you Avcixi snn'Oih ? 

I did, snhib, I did, yet Nvhy call it minder P Ho Avould have 
died m a shoit time , I did but rid him of lus misei y 

It Nvas a foul deed. Ameer Ah , and ono that haunts your memory, 
I doubt not 

Sometimes, was the careless answer of tho Thug , and I bade him 
proceed 

We Avrapped tho body in the sheet Avhich was around its waist, 
having taken tho money fiom the waistband Laloo and myself 
can led it to the grave, noiv nearly filled to the top 

“ So he is dead *” cried tho lughaces, “ho could not have lived 
long after that cut the fellow who gave it would have done for 
more of us had not some of us seized on him , but we have laid him 
quietly, — ^he AVill break no more good men’s heads and as foi poor 
Anundee, ho must be buried with the rest, for to burn him is im- 
possible in this lonely place ” 

And he was buried , they deepened the centre of the pit, put 
some heavy stones over him, and covered him with earth , and I 
felt a load taken from my heart as he was covered from my sight 
for ever Only Laloo knew what I had done, and I knew him to 
be faithful and silent nevertheless I often afterwards AVished eithei 
that another had done the deed, or that I had let lum die 

A i-are booty we had, sahib After we had eaten the goor at the 
next village, we hastened on to the end of the stage , and before we 
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nupinlod oar loma I opened tho mkct* and divided tlio spoil !hot 
only bad tbo merchant bronght tho necklace I have mentioned 
bofoTO, but a heap of nnstmng pearls and on reckoning up thoir 
probable Talno, tto estimated tho amount at twenty fivo thousand 
rupees. Now thoroforo wo had no indneomont to tarry away from 
our homes ; wo needed no frosh ndvcntnro to cnncli us, and wo 
puahod on to Jhalona Worcaohod it in safety and ogam I clasped 
Aicoma to my heart, and rqoiccd to sco that my child wus woD, 
and with a gu-1 s co gem ess looking forward to tho time when her 
mamago coremony was to toko place. 3Ij fijthor too was well, and 
hful roflohed Jhnlono without any advonturo worth recording so at 
least ho told mo Bnt of Gonesna there was no nows, saro that he 
had d i v er ged to tho eastward, and was supposed to havo gono in tho 
direction of Bonarcs \ and I htUo cured, except that tbo rovougo for 
tho dcstmotion of tho moonsheo a son rankled m my heart mm was 
not forgotten 

Two years passed at my homo without care and m peace AIm I 
now that I think on it, I can only compare the conno of that time 
to tho gcntlo stream of o nver which as it winds among peaceful 
iconos and between ^rcen and flowery bank's, ruffled only oy the soft 
winds playing over its bosom, is snadonlr arrested, dashed omong 
rooks, and its current chang^ to turmcm and fonoui contenbon 
with its stony opposen. I saw no mark of my future lot no warn 
mg was given to mo dostrachon camo upon mo in one fell swoop, 
and I was OTorwhclmod— I and mino ! Bnt for that stroke of lU 
fortnno I had lived till now an honest and gentle life, for I had 
abandoned Thuggee and the more I eipenonood of t^ soothmg 
pleamres of my home, the moro I became estranged from my habits 
of wandering and of plunder and destruction. Nor wa? tho least 
urgent reason m the meditated change of my life, thn-t I dreaded 
every day more and more that some unlucky chanoo would reveal 
to AseeM the dreadful trade I had followed. I oonld point to 
myself the effect it would havo on her lovmg nad gentle dispositaon, 
and the prostmbon of erury frujulty of her existence, nnder the 
shock of knowing that I was a murderer and often, os she lay 
upon my heart m the dead of night, theso thoughts have come so 
thiok on me, that oould her soul have held any mystenons oommn 
nion with mine, she would have lecoiled m horror rrom my embrace 
end fled from me for ever And these fanoiee reonrrod so freqnently 
and foToibW that sometimee I almost thought Uiem a warning of 
coming evil, and I had folly determined to remove my abode and 
my w^th to Dehli after my daughter s marnoge, there to reside 
for the remainder of the days which might be allot^ to me 

I have said months passed without incident I should have men- 
tioned that an Noghsh gentleman, some timo after my amvol, cwmo 
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to Jlialone, and m tlie many conferences lie lieM m secret with the 
rajah, we weie given to tmderstand that a treaty of some kmd or 
othei had been made, and that he had placed himself nnder the protec- 
tion of the English Government I thought not of it, yet even then 
a system was workmg silently yet surely which for a time struck 
at the power and confederacy of the Thugs a blow as severe, nay 
more so, as bemg more lastmg, than any they had yet experienced 

The Englishman had left Jb alone some time, and his visit was 
nearly forgotten by us , my daughter’s marriage had begun, and 
everjdhing was rejoicing in my house About noon one day one of 
the rajah’s hurkaras came with a message that he required my 
presence and my father’s m the durbar on particular busmess In 
vam was it that I excused myself on the plea of the marriage cere- 
mony The messenger wotild take no excuse, and at last, seeing 
no alternative, we girded our loms and accompamed the hurkara 

We were ushered through tbe various courts to the dewan 
khana, where the rajah sat in durbar, surrounded by his mutsud- 
dees and soldiei s Leaving our shoes at the entrance, we were as 
usual advancmg towards his guddee to make the customary saluta- 
tions, when a sudden rush was made upon us from both sides of the 
hall, and we were at once seized and disarmed In vain I struggled 
with my captors, in vam I attempted to shake them off by the most 
strenuous exertions, it was useless I was surrounded and over- 
powered, my turban was torn rudely from my head, and my arms 
were bound so tightly with it that I thought the blood would have 
burst from under my nails I desisted at last, and remamed passive 
in the hands of the soldiers My hour is come, and my fate has led 
me on thus far to desert me at last ' thought I , it is the will of 
Bhowanee and of Alla, why should I resist ? 

Seeing me qmet, the rajah addressed me 

“Ah, Ameer Ah,” said he, “what is this I hear of thee, that 
thou art a Thug, a common murderer ? Can this be true of one who 
was looked up to m Jhalone as a merchant and a respectable man ? 
What hast thou to say ? Speak, man, and prove if thou canst to 
me that the accusations I hear against thee are felse ” 

“ Rajah,” said I, “ I know not who hath poisoned thy mind 
against me or mme , is there any one m your city who can speak 
one word against me ^ Have I not been fair and honourable in my 
deahngs with all, and with thyself too ? have not I managed villages 
and brought them to prosperity from desolation , and can any one, 
young or old, m this durbar say that I have ever wronged him, or 
defrauded him of a fraction ? Rajah, none can say this , and there- 
fore why am I and my old father thus disgraced m the eyes of the 
city, and tom from our houses m the midst of the rejoicings of 
marriage P ” 
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I aeon so tbco not said tho mjali “Blin^TTfln alone kno^a 
whether wliftt I Lear is tho trnth or not bat witneasea nro many 
against tbco and tho old man lot them apeak, and wo will after 
words dooido m yoar caso Bring thorn forth 1 cned ho to an at- 
tendant ono by ono lob therm giro their ondcnco before these 
nnhappy mem wo dcfliro no aoercoy tn this matter 

There was ft moment s panso in tho osaombly and every eye — & 
hondred eyes wore nnon ns. I looked to my fatbor to see the oDect 
bis sitofttion had on him bnt I read no bopo in tho glanoo ho throw 
on mo hu energy hnd deiaortcd him and ho looked like a ewnvicted 
felon longhoforo ho was so in reality Horetomed myanxicras and 
meaning glance* by ft staro of stupid apathy or oxtronie fear, — I know 
not which { and it was pitlablo to behold him, for his vonerable and 
Tospoctablo apperamnoo oat dl assorted with tho dii«gTacoful situation 
ho was in. I tamed away from bun to look at tho man who entered 
and then I felt that my doom was sealed. I ham novor mentioned 
him, bnt ho had been connected with onr gong from the first os a 
tilhaoo, or scont, and hod afterrwania assisted as ft bbnttoto on maoT 
oocawons. His namo was Soong ( he had accomp'uued me em oil 
my first crpeditions, and had eetr^ nnder my father for seme time 
before I boenme a Thug he thoreforo knew eroT particular of my 
earoor and until I boamo a Pindharoo dcsonboa every event with 
minuteness and fidob^ otmteug not one nor addmg in any way to 
ihoeo I hod been so deeply concomed m. He offered to pomt ont 
the spots upon which travellert hod been destroyed, deolnred tho 
amount of boo^ we had gtuoed on many ooeaxxonM, and ended hj de* 
nonncuig both my fathg and myself os the greotest leaders m 
Bundell^ uud, as men who could tie tho field at any time with two 
hnndred followers or more, and os cruel remorselosa Thugs 
He dared mo to disprove his words, and mdeed I quailed under his 
eotjusations forthoy weretrue,andbTithsoQrchesthjeheartftndoTer 
whelms the guil^ But against my father he was tho most bitter 
Look on him, ^jahl" cned he Ixxik on thm hoary wretch ! 
Ono would think tit, old as ho is, be would hAT© ceased to deprive 
his fellow-creatures of life that he would hare spent the remainder 
of hiB days m propitiating Bhowenee by saormces, and ha own 
Prophet by prayers 1 yet it ho* not been so Within tho last two 
months he has rotumed from an expedition laden with spoil, and tho 
lost man he strangled was one of thine own subjects, 0 E^ah, — 
one who was reopeoted and beloved hare, and whose berenved fomfly 
will rue this day that I hare declared his fate m your durbar 

“ One of my subjects I cned the rajah ** thou oanst not mean 
iL Speak I ELud let not fear prevent your disolosing tho truth 
"Fearl Eajah, I know it not. Iff feared him, that old man, 
should I have dared to speak as I have done P Listen you knew 
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Jes-tYunt Mul, one of tlie most respectable of the shroffs of Jhalone P” 
“ Knew ham, 0 Messenger of ill tidmgs ' Jeswnnt Mnl is not 
dead ?” 

“Ask said tbe man hoarsely, “ or stay, ask the other man 
yon have here , let him be brought forward, he will tell the tale I 
saw it not But Jeswunt Mul will never speak more, and let those 
who believe the good man safe at Saugor shave their moustachios 
and mourn, for he will never more be seen Tes, he is dead, 
and that old man looked on while he writhed out his last agony 
under the roomal of the bhuttote ,” and he pomted at my father, 
while he regarded him with a look of gnm and revengeful pleasure 
There was a general shudder through the assembly, as the deep 
tones of the mformer’s voice fell on the ears of those who heard it ; 
and “ Jeswunt Mul dead ^ ” was repeated by many m an incredulous 
tone as they drew mto knots and whispered together Kor was the 
rajah himself least struck by the melancholy mformation He sat 
on his musnud in silence, though it could be seen by the working of 
his features how much he was affected But he aroused himself at 
last 

“Thou didst not then see this murder ?” said he to the mformer 
“ I did not, Maha Rajah , but send for Bodhee, he vsuU relate the 
particulars ” 

Bodhee ' thought I, then there is mdeed no hope Until his 
name was mentioned, I had a faint idea that the accusation might 
be a fabricated one ' especially as I had heard nothmg of the sahou- 
kar’s fate from my father , but Bodhee had been with him, and he 
was the chief of the lughaees, and it was more than probable that he 
had dug the grave for the victim 

“ Let Bodhee be brought forward,” cried the rajah 
He came , his fetters clanked as he moved, and it was not until 
he had advanced mto the midst of the durbar that he beheld my 
father and myself bound and as criminals The sight staggered him, 
and well it might , he had been trusted by us, raised to the rank he 
held by my father, and ever treated by him as a son, though he 
was of a different faith to ours His face was convulsed by has 
emotions — ^they might have been those of a faithful heart strugghug 
agamst mgratitude , and I looked with a breathless anxiety to the 
first words which should fall from him But before he spoke the 
rajah addressed him 

“ Miserable wretch ' ” said he, “ your life has been spared on the 
condition that you speak the truth, and reveal, without reservation 
of a smgle circumstance, every deed of murder you have been engaged 
in , this has been promised you by the Enghsh, and you have now to 
prove that you will perform your engagement If you do perform 
it, well, if not, though the English aie your protectors, I swear to 
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you tlmt yon Blmll bo dragged to death by mrolephantB eroa gbtureo 
of tune hai passed over you. Bid tho olopbnnt bo bronght I cned 
bo to an aUendant j ** and aco that tbo chain* arc ready By 
Gtingn ! tboro TnH bo ■work for Inm ore long And noir continncd 
bo to tbo approver knovreat thoo angbt of tho death of Jc*wnnt 
Jfnl of this toirn, ho "who timed to nmnago my pnrato nflbirs or if 
ho indeed bo dcodP Bpeok, and remomber that truth alono can 
gave yoiL 

Tberre rras a brcatbloea ellonco my father gored nt tho informer 
tvitb on mtonso anxiety it tnia ondont to mo that he thongbt ono 
word from him woold teal hi* falo for over or that, ihonld lio denr 
tbo dead, he tronld eacopo. Earnestly imploringly bo looked at 
bim, and tho informer wa* woU nigh ovorcomo : ho trembled in every 
limb, and tbo big drops of sweat stood oat on bis face, wb3o tbo 
rom* of his forohoad BwoHed almost to bnrsting 

“ Sneak Bodhoo 1 said my father in a hoDow toqco, — yet still he 
smQo^— speak, and toll the mjoh that hii poor sorvant TKmnil u 
not grulty 01 this deed. 

“isilonoe!” cxclamcd the rojah gag hnn xf be attempts to 
xxttora word to Inflacnee tho mfonner wo will do justice in this 
matter And yon. Hear Sahib (tnrmng to a respoctable-loolang 
person who was eeoted neer him) von sbalJ be able to tell the SabJb- 
Jogno that jnstieo can be done in the dnrbar of Jbalono. Bring op 
tlM elephant, ho oned to the attendants end doyon, Bodhee, look 
yoar l^ on the earth and iky for by Gnnga 1 1 swear thon art nigh 
to death if thou deoeivest me. I rend it in thy faeo that this matter 
u known to thee-" 

But still Bodhoo hesitated tharo wa* endently a stmggie withm 
him whether he shonld die in defence of his old protector or betray 
him to save his own life. For a moment the former feelmg pre- 
vailed he turned to the rondi, and said distmotly and firmly ‘ "Stny 
I be your saenfleo, Moha feaj^ ! I know Tinthmg of tbm matter 
of other mnrderi I con toll yon, but I know naught of this. 

“ He bes I said the other approver ho was with Ismail Jema- 
dar he is afraid to speak out, and has hed to yon, 0 Prmce. 

Ton hear him, cned tho rajah to Bodhee yon hear what 
your fellow Tbng sayi yet, maoh as you have deaerved d»tb, I 
give yon a few moments more tho sbadow of the verandah is now 
close on my mnsnnd till it reaches it thou ahalt bve beyond it, 
one fingor'a breadth, and yon die 1” 

There was not an eye m the crowd that was not fixed on the ad 
vanemg shadow barely a hand s breadth of bgbt remamod, and the 
Thug gaied on it as thongb he were fascinated by tho eye of a tiger 
My father I oh, he was fearful to look on I his eyeo were glased, his 
bps were tigbtmed acrosB his teeth, fear agony was depicted m hi* 
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tounlonaucc m sliongcv hues tlinii I Imd over bcfoio scon. !| 
could not look on hnu Ins fiiccnas nlloicd, and Ins usual bland 
cNiuos^um bud been usurped by (hat I have desenbed I felt sick, 
1 could ba^cdlcdI tliought, and uould that I /i ad died, to have 
been ‘'pned ubat followed 

“Fool'” cried the other nppio\cr, “mil you sacrifice your life 
foi those who will be instantly put to death lie spoke in Rama- 
sec 

The woids lullied the man to whom he addicsscd them, and they 
sai ed liim 

“Paulon, pardon'” he ciied; “0 mighty Pnneo, I have told 
lies deswuut !Mul IS indeed dead, these hands dug his grave and 
boic his 3 Ct waini bod> to it ” 

" Ai BhugiAUii ' Ai Seota-ram cried the rajah, " and is it even 
so? !My poor friend, and art thou dead?" and for a moment or 
two ho wept “This is womanly,” said ho, rallying himself, “pro- 
ceed, 0 kumbiikht ' let me know nil, and what shaio he had in it ” 

“We met the sahouknr at ,” said the Thug “Ismail well 

knew that if wo weic all seen by him he would suspect us, so ho 
scut the grcatci pirt of the band out of the village, and pict ailed 
upon Jeswunt I^lul to come and sleep m our camp, instead of ic- 
niainuig win. re he was, he went to the Milage and brought lum 
away himself, else ho would not liave come The giavo was dug 
long before he aiiiicd, and he had not been an hour with us after 
the sun had set, when ho was strangled in the jemadar’s pi esenco 
by two bhuttotes, and his two seivants shaied the same fate I 
bulled them all The salioukar’s pony wo sold the next day for 
twenty-five lupces , and we got but little else, for ho had no money 
but m hoondccs, which we burned ” 

“ Enough, enough,” said the lajali , “ this is ample proof ” 

“Ray, if youi Gieatness requiics more proof, I can give you some 
now,” continued the appiover, “look at the jcmadai’s hand he 
w'ears on it a ring he took fiom the body himself, and it may bo re- 
cognised even by yon, Maha Rajah ” 

j\Iy heait sank within mo at this new and desperate stroke of 
fortune I saw the rmg torn from my father’s finger, all ex- 
ammed it A sahoukar who was in the assembly declaied it to have 
belonged to Jeswunt Mul, and, moiethan aU, his name was engraven 
on its inner surface 

“ Enough ' ” agam cried the rajah, “ I know it myself , 1 could 
have sworn to that diamond among a thousand Away with him f 
chain him to the elephant, let him be dragged through the town, 
and proclamation made tliat he was a Thug ” 

“ Stay,” cned the syud, who had not as yet spoken, “ he may 
have something to urge in his defence , ask him and hear hum” 
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jtiTi that yottBltnll bo dragged to dcfith bjmTolcphantd cro rvghnrrco 
of time baa poised over you. Bid tho o!ophant bo broaght! oned 
bo to an nttemdant ‘ and oeo that tho cbnlni nro ready By 
Gunga \ thoTO -wiU bo i70rk for bim cro long And now ” continued 
ho to tho npproTcr tnowcat then aoght of tho death of Jeswunt 
Itul of this town ho who nacd to manage my nnvnto nffaira or if 
bo indeed bo dead? Spent, and remombor tlmt truth niono can 
■aro you 

Thoro waa n broothlcas Hdoneo my father gnicd at fJio informer 
with nn mtooBO nnxioty it wua otndcnt to mo tlmt bo tlionght ono 
word from lum would aoil hia fato for orcr or tlmt, should bo deny 
tho dead, ho would ctcapo. Earnestly imploringly bo looked at 
bun, and tho informer was well nigh ororcomo bo trembled in ercry 
limb and tho hig drops of sweat stood ont on hia face whilo tho 
vomf of hia forehead swoUod almost to bnrsting 

” Speak Bodheo I said my falhor in a hollow toico, — ^yet still ho 
smilco, — apeak, and toll tho rujab that bis poor sommt Ismail is 
not guilty of this deed 

Bilcncol” exekmed tho rnjab gag him if ho attempts to 
utter a word to mfluenco the mformcr} wo will do justice in this 
matter And you, Moer Sahib (turning to a rcspcctablo-looking 
person who was seated near him) you shall ho able to toll tho Sahfb* 
logne that jastico can bo done in tno dnibor of Jhalono. Bring up 
the elephant, bo onod to tho attendants “and do you, Bodheo, look 
your lost on the earth and sky for by Gungn 1 I swror thou art nigh 
to death if thou deociTeet me. I rood it m thy lace that thui matter 
IS known to thee.” 


But still Bodhee hesitated | there was endently a strugglo within 
him whether he should die m dofonoe of his old protector or betray 
hnn to BUTO his own life. For o moment the former fooling pre- 
vailed he turned to the rajah, and said distinotly and firmly ” ilay 
I be your snenflee, Maha Ba^ 1 I know nothing of this matter 
of other murders I oan tell yon, but I know naught of this. 

Hebea 1 said the other opprover he vras with Ismail Jema- 
dar he IS afraid to spenk out, and has hed to you, O Prince 

“Xon hear him, oned the nuah to Bodhee; you hear what 
your fallo w^ Th ug says yet, mu<m as you hare deserved death, I 
give you a few moments morej the shadow of the verandah is now 
cloeo on my musirad till it reaches it thon shalt bve beyond it, 
one finger s breadth, and yon die I " 

There was not an eye in the crowd that was not fixed oh the ad 
▼Moing shadow barely a hand s breadth of Lgbt remained, and the 
ibug gased on it aa though he were fasemated by the eye of a tiger 
My father I oh, he was fearfnl to look on 1 his eyes were glaxed, his 
bps were tightened across his teeth, fear offoity was depicted in hii 
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coiiiitcnnncc m slionger lines tlinn I had ever heforo seen } 
could not look on him his face was altcied, and his usual bland 
expression had been usurped by that I have described I felt sick, 
I could have died I thought, aud would that I //nd died, to have 
been spaicd uhat followed 

“Fool'” Cl led the other appi over, “will yon sacrifice your life 
foi those who vs'ill bo mstantly jiut to death ?” He spoke in Rama- 
see 

The words rallied the man to whom he addressed them, and they 
saved him 

“ Paidon,'paidon ho cried, “0 mighty Prince, I have told 
lies Jeswnnt Mul is indeed dead ; these hands dug his grave and 
boie his 3 'et vaim body to it ” 

“ Ai Bhugwan ' Ai Scota-i-am cried the rajah, “ and is it even 
so^ Hy poor fiiend, and art thou dead?” and for a moment or 
tvo he wept “ This is womanly,” said he, rallymg himself , “ pro- 
ceed, 0 kumbukht ' let me know all, and vhat shaie he had in it ” 

“We met the sahoukar at said the Thug “Ismail well 

knew that if we vcic all seen by him he would suspect us, so he 
sent the great ci pait of the band out of the village, and prevailed 
upon Josuimt kLul to come and sleep m our camp, instead of re- 
mainmg vhcio ho vas, ho wont to the village and bi ought him 
an ay himself, else he would not have come The grave was dug 
long before he ai lived, and ho had not been an horn with us after 
the sun had set, vhen he vas strangled in the 3 emadai’’s presence 
by two bhnttotes, and his two servants shaied the same fate I 
buried them all The sahoukar’s pony we sold the next day for 
twenty-five rupees , and we got but httle else, for he had no money 
but m hoondees, which we burned ” 

“Enough, enough,” said the lajah, “ this is ample proof” 

“ Nay, if your Greatness requires more proof, I can give you some 
now,” continued the approver , “ look at the jemadar’s hand he 
wears on it a ring he took from the body hunsfelf, and it may be re- 
cognised even by you, Maha Eajah ” 

My heart sank within me at this new and desperate stroke of 
fortune I saw the rmg tom from my father’s finger, all ex- 
ammed it A sahoukar who was m the assembly declaied it to have 
belonged to Jeswnnt Mul, and, more than all, his name was engraven 
on its inner surface 

“ Enough ' ” agam cried the rajah, “ I know it myself , 1 could 
have sworn to that diamond among a thousand Away with him ! 
cham him to the elephant, let him be dragged through the town, 
and proclamation made that he was a Thug ” 

“ Stay,” cried the syud, who had not as yet spoken, “ he may 
have something to urge m his defence , ask him and hear him,” 
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‘ Spent I cried Uio rajah to my mlsornUo father ; ” speak, 0 
kamhaklit I 

Ajid tbon my fftthornprtmdnpirit broke out. VTitli tho cortamty 
of dcfltU bjforo hla <701 ho qumlod not. "WTillo horw Tomajoed of 
hfo, ho had clung to it oa every man mil and when I had expected 
ft groToIling entreaty for hin hfo to bo spared from hjs pronoun 
demoanour, ho naked it not^ but gloncd in tho cauio for ithlch ho 
died. 

Tea,” ecid ho, drawing hunaolf up, whilo hia eye glnrtcned 
proudly "I acorn to die with a ho upon my hpa. I killed Jeawunt 
Mul bocauBO bo wna nllain, aa von ara, Rnjnh ! bccauao ho employed 
Thngi, and would not reward them, bat wrung from them every 
rapee ho could oa yon do I havo murdered hundrodi of men he- 
cauae they wore given into my bands ly Alla, bnt I never deatroyed 
one with tho satufactlon I did your friend. Ay you were friends 
and brothers in guilt, and you know it. My life 1 1 care not for it. 
"What hni an old man to do with lifo ? his orgoymcnls arc gone, his 
omstonce is a burden to huzu A short tone and nature would haro 
claimed mo you have ouboipated the wnod. Tot, 0 Eajah, Show 
anee will quceUou you for this deed — for tho destruotion of her 
votary Hj blood 00 on veur head and the our*o of a dying man 
bo with yon ! Ton have deceived me, robbed me, ahartsd my spoils, 
taken the produce of murder — nay bo not impationt, yon know it is 
the troth, and that Alla, who is tho Judge of ml, knows it also Ho 
win. cast your portion in Jehannm, as a kollr and Bhowanoo will 
rejoice that the destroyer of her votary wnthes m the torments of 
the damned.” 

“ Gag him 1 strike the kafir s month with a ahoo I roared tho 
rajah m a fury more lie that of a beast than a man, as he foamed 
at the mouth. ” Away with him. And let his aon look on his dymg 
■gony ” 

And they dragged na both forth; I should not say my father for 
bu step was firm, I straggled agamst my tcnnentora, but it avuilod 
mo not ^ One word, my father I oned I to him as we were 
brought near each other wilt thou not apeak to thy son P 

He turned his head and a tear atood in his eye “I loavo thee, 
Ameer Ah but thou knowett a believer a Paradise, and the joys 
which await him — the seventy virgins wnd everlastmgyouth. Tbou 
art not my son but I have loved thee as one, and may ATIw. keep 
thee ! 

No more 1 oned the rough soldiers, striking him on tho mouth 
and dragging him forward. 

^ Eevenge me I " exolaimod my father m Hamssee « tefl the 
English of that monster s conduct to us, and when be is tom from 
his seat of pnde my soul will be happy m Paradise. 
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He spoke no moie , I -was licld forcibly, so that I saw tbe end of 
that butchery. They secured lum by a chain round his loins to the 
forefoot of the elephant, and they tied his hands behind him, so that 
he could not save himself by clinging to it He still contmued re- 
pcatmg the Kulma But now all was ready — the mahout drove his 
nnkoos mto the head of the noble beast, which uttering a loud 
scream dashed forward A few stops, and my father’s soul must 
have been in paradise 

Note — The rnjftli of Jhnlono diecl from an mvotornte leprosy, whicli all Thugs 
declare to have broken out soon after tho death of tho Thug m the manner de- 
scribed, and that it was a judgment upon him sent by Bhowaneo. 


CHAPTER XLV 

Kinq Bichard — ^My conscience hath a thousand soreral tongues. 

And every tongue brings m a several tale. 

And every tale condemns mo lor a villam 

Methought tho souls of all that I had murdered 
Came to my tent 

Bichard III Act v , Sc 3. 

Sahtb, can I describe to you the passions which then burned m my 
heart ? I cannot A thousand thoughts whirled through my bram, 
tdl I thought myself mad , perhaps I was Revenge for my father 
was uppermost , and oh that I could have got loose ' By Alia ’ un- 
armed as I was, methinks I would have sprung on the rajah and 
strangled him But resistance was unavailmg, the more I strug- 
gled, the tighter my arms were bound, until they swelled so that 
the pain became excruciatmg, and I well-nigh sank under it I 
suffeied my guards to lead me away from the durbar, I was thrust 
into a vile hole, and at last my arms were unbound 

That day — ^Alla, how it passed • Men gazed at me m my cage as 
though I had been a tiger, and mocked and derided me The boys 
of the town hooted me, and thrust sticks at me through the iron 
gratmgs One and all reviled me in the most opprobrious teims 
they could devise, — me ' the respectable, nay, the wealthy, to whom 
they had bowed before, when I basked in the sunshme of the rajah’s 
favour, but I was degraded now Alas ' my dreams, my forebod- 
ings had come to pass they had been mde^te shadows, this was 
the reahiy Alla ' Alla > I raved, I called upon Azeema’s name, I 
implored those who still Imgered about my prison to fly and bnng 
me news of her, and to comfort her , and I cursed th^m when they 
derided me, and mocked my cries Azeema, the name that might 
not have been breathed by mortal out of the precincts of my zenana, 
became a word m the mouths of the- rabble, and they jested on it, 
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thoj loaded it irltli obscono abueo nnd I licord it all In rnin I 
itrovo to Biop my cam — it provoked them tho more tboy ibontcd 
it clo 0 o to tho iron bars snet at mo, hiight came nnd I ttob 
loft m my lonoUnci*. I tbonla have been m her fond ombraco 
now I ibared ti>o company of tho mt, tho lizard, and tho scorpion. 
It -was m vmn that I courted sloop to stoop my ecnwain a tempo- 
rary obhrlon of thoir misciy my frnmo was too strong and my 
anguish too great for it to como to mo. I wrestled ■mth my ogony 
but I ov er came it not, and I bad to dnnk tho bitter cup to the 
dregt. At loit the monung broko I performed tho Isomni — tho 
dust of tho floor served mo instead of sand or water for my ablations 
■Water I had none I hod begged for it, for my month was parched 
and dry with anxiety yet no ono gave it. Agam tho court was 
filled old ond young women and children, all camo to look ot tho 
syud — to lo6k at Ameer Ah tho Thng — to dendo him and torment 
him 1 Bat I was now snllon like a tiger when his first mgo, after 
he has been ootrappod, bos subsided, I coirored mto tho comer of 
my cell, and ooverod my foco with my waistband, nor heeded thoir 
savago unfeeling mirth, nor tho bittorwords thov ponird out agamst 
me. In vum wus it th^ I now and then lookeo aronnd to see who* 
ther one kind pi^ung gkaco rested on me Ahu I not ono every 
faoo was f^irifliAP to mo but tho eyes either spoko a brutal satis- 
faction at my sufTenn^ or tnraod on mo with ine cold leaden storo 
of indifforenoe. I tr^ to speak sovoral txmea, but orory murmur 
Was hailod with shouts from tho rabble boforo mo, and my throat 
was perched and my touguo swelled from mging thirst. 

The whole day pMied — I had no food, no water It was m tho 
height of the huming season, and I, who bad been pampered with 
luxunee, who m my own abode should have drunk of refrcahing 
sherbets, prepared by Arcema, wus denied a drop of water to com 
my bunimg throat. In vam I implored those nanrest to me in 
words that would have moved aught but hearta of stone, to inter 
cede with the jemadar who guarded my prison to allow me a 
dranght of the pure element. I might as well have spoken to the 
Ktocatung blast that whistbd mho my cage — hruigiiig vnth it clouds 
of dust, which were increased by the unieeling boys when they saw 
I shniTik from them. Thus the day passed evening came, and 
still no water no rdief, no inquiry into my condition Had I been 
placed there to die P And no sooner had the thonght flashed aorom 
my mind than 1 brooded over it. Yes, I wus to die to expire of 
thirst and hunger And then, oh how I envied my father ■ fate I Ins 
was a quiok tra nsiti on from tho sorrows and sufienng he had un 
dergone during ^ short hour to paradise and tho houns. 

And from ereSmg m^ht. I had watched the deohning sun, till 
its last fiery and ooor ohtn g beams fell no longer on my prison floor 
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— ^1 watched the reddened ■v\est until no glare lomained, and one by 
one the stais shone out dimly tbiough the thick and heated an — 
and I thought I should see the blessed day no moio, for I was sick 
and exhausted, even to death I lay me down and moaned, in my 
agony of spirit and of body, and at last sleep came to my relief 
For a time all uas oblivion, but horiible di earns began to crowd 
my piison with imsightly shapes and hai lowing visions, my life 
passed as though m leview before me, and the features of many I 
had strangled lose up m fieico mockeiy against me, — faces uuth 
pi otrudmg tongues and eyes, even as I had left them strangled 

"Why desciibc them to you, sahib ? why detam you with a de- 
scription of the horiois of the scene which rose to my distempeied 
fancy, and at last woke me, burning as though a file raged in ray 
bowels and would not be quenched ? But morning broke at last, 
and the cool an onco moie played over my heated and feveied 
flame, and lefreshed me Yet I was stiU in agony, — who can 
describe the sufieimgs of thirst P Hunger I felt not thiist con- 
sumed me, and dried up my bowels How anxiously and impati- 
ently I looked for the lust man who should enter the court where 
my piisou vas * One came, he passed through and heeded not my 
piteous cries , anothei and another , none looked on me, and again 
I thought I was to die Another came , I called, and he turned to 
legaidme He was one that I knew, one who had eaten of my 
biead and my salt, and had been employed about my house, and he 
had pity, ho had a lemembiance of what I had done for him he 
came, and looked on me I spoke to him, and he started, for my 
voice was hollow, and thin and hoai’se “Water’” cried I, “for 
the sake of the blessed Prophet, for the sake of your mother, one 
drop of water ’ I have tasted none smee I was confined ” 

“ Alas ’ ” said he m a low tone, “ how can it be, Meer Sahib ? 
The rajah has threatened any one with death who speaks to you or 
brmgs you food ” 

Agam I implored, and I who had been his master prostrated 
myself on the ground and rubbed my forehead in the dust He 
was moved — ^he had pity and went to fetch some , fortunately no 
one saw him, and he brought a small earthen pot full, which I 
diank as though it had been that of the well of paradise Agam 
and agam he took it and refilled it , and at last he left me, but not 
before he had promised to visit me m the night, bring me a cake 
of biead if he could, and, more than all, news of Aaeema and of my 
house 

The next day passed, and I had no food I treasured up the 
water which had been left with me and sipped it now and then , 
but by nightfall agam I was in torment Yet I had hopes, for I 
knew that the young man would not deceive me , he had sworn by 
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hiB moUiorB hoad to bring mo food and ho ooald not break Ida 
oath. 

And ho enmo I bad sat -wilchlng intb that anxiety -whiob can 
only bo known by those -who bare Boon in a situation llko mine, 
listening to oTcr y distant footihlt, to oronr noise, ns tbongb it wero 
tho stop of him I looked for I Lnyo said ho enmo ho was mnfllod 
in a blanket, and bad stolon in nnobsorred by tho laiy sentinel at 
the goto; ho bronght mo food, a few coarso cakes, and an earthen 
pot of TnVlb-. “ Eat 1 said bo m a low tone I will sit hero and 
will toll yon tho nows yon bndo mo inoniro for afterwords. I was 
rnvenone, and I atO{ coarso bread, tneb ns I shonld bare loathed 
three days before was now * loxnry sweet and grateful I ato it, 
dmnk the milk, and was thanliol and I called him ond blossod 
him for his Tontarons danng and for his gmtitndo to one who 
oonld no longer do him a land tnm. ‘ And the nows, Gbolam 
Nnbbco P can yon toll mo ongbt of Aer and my child P 

lly nows IS bad, Sleor Sanib, and I am tho unwilling messenger 
of tidings whioh will gnovo yonr eonl and add to yonr misery 
” Say on said I ** toU mo tho worst tell mo sbo is dead, and 
you will only say what my soul has forowamod mo oL 
He pansod for awhiio. ^ Toa must laiow it sooner or later Hoor 
Sahib— she is dead.*' 

« And my child P 

She is with the good mooUa who protected your wife whon sho 
had no longer a house to coror her and who poriormed tho last ntca 
of our fiuth to her when ahe was dooiL” 

** No home 1 cnod I thOT did not dnve her forth P 
”They did, Meor Sahib. Ihe rajah sent soldiors yonr house 
was stripped of ererythmg andynur gold and sOror they say was a 
pnxe he bttlo expected your wife and child were turned mto the 
street, with only the clothes they had upon their persons. Bat to 
her it httle mattered, for I hsTO heard she nerer spoke from the 
time she know of yonr &ther s &te and the cause of your imprison 
mani They say she sat m stupor like a breathing corpse, without 
speaking a word to s^ where her pam was.” 

Enough I said L, go may Alla keep you 1 I would now be 
alone, for grief sits heavy on me.** 

Then she was dead — my Aseema, my bolored I she for whom I 
oonld myself have died, she whom I had loved as can only 
lovB onoe — she was dead ahe had known that I was a Thng snd 
that had killed her It was well— better far fhnt ahe BhonJd bavo 
died, t han lingered on to be scoffed at and msnlted as the wife of 
who was now a convicted murderer Had who bved I oonld never 

have dared to approach her for ahe was pure, an A I | 

I may say I almost rqoiced at her death, sahib I did not gneve 
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held thoro aa it burned domi to tho bone, and my Tory bnun eccmed 
to bo Morchcd and -mUicrcd by tbo burning copper Tlioy tooL it 
off and raised mo up Alla ! Alla I tho ngony that I ondnrod — tho 
agony of poin and, more than that» of ehamo to bo branded publicly 
that tho world might thini. mo a thief — to bovo a mark sot on my 
forehead that I must carry to my ffraTo — a mark only sot on tho vilo 
end on tho outcasts from, society i Sahib, it was a hitter oun to quaff I 

" Away with him I cnod tho rajah, away with him I Roleaso 
hnn at tho boundary of my territory And mark me,” ho continued 
addressing himself to mo, “ I havo given thco thy life, Ameer Ah t 
go and bo wise loom by what has happened to bo an honest man 
for tho future and, obovo oil, romomb^ that if over thou art seen 
lu Jhalone again, or m any of my towns or villages, nothing wQI bo 
able to save thee from the feet of an elephant. 

He rose and strodo oat of tho durbar and in pain and misery I 
was conducted m two days to tbo famtier of his country and un 
bound. Two rupees wero given to me and again tho wide and cruel 
world was boforo mo, I humod from mv Into kcopora I bound 
my turban over my still baming and actung brow so that man 
might not teo my loamo, and toor Iho road before roe I wandered 
almost unconscious of anything tare tho pam I was suffering until 
ni{^t foil around mo, and 1 dircotod my stops to a villn^ tho 
li^ts of which wore a short distance before mo Exchanging one 
01 my rupees, I sat down at tho shop of a bhnttomand satisfira my 
Granng appetite there I slept, and when I arose 1 was refreshed, 
and agam behevod myself to be Ametcr AH. The morning hreeie 
blew fresh oa my face os I took my way out of tho town the re- 
freshing rest of the night had invigorated mo, and I bounded along 
with a ^ At heart — yea, with a light heart, for I was free ! I had 
no thought for the post now It was my fate which had been ful 
filled what had bein written m my destiny had come to pniw , As 
1 proceeded, a jackass brayed on my right hand and I bafl^ the 
favourable omen with a joy I can feebly express. great Bhow 

anee, mother of men I oriod I aloud, I answer to thy omen I am 
ready and again devoted to thy service. I have sinned against thee 
I had wiifally avoided thy warning omens, led on by an irrenstihle 
destiny and by a proud heart I have been punished, have 
bought a dear eipeneuoo hat henoeforward no votary of thine 
breathing shall exCTl Ameer Ah m devotion to thee and therefore, 
great goddess, vonchsafe the thibao and pnhaoo A-nd they were 
granted the omen on the right was followed by that on the left, and 
I felt that I was pardoned, and e^in accepted as a Thng 

And so yon believe, Ameer AJi, said I, thatTonr not obserrmg 
the omens m the mstanoea yon related was the cause of your father s 
death ATid your misfortunes P 
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Assavedly, salii 
I was now no Ion 
of tliG omens? 


I iill tlicn, as I liave told jon, but 

I WM B •oepiitpofc cause to bolievo m tbo truth 
Haal :^ them then, should I have the 
obeyei looted m myhcnit? Ko, no' 
_ •* -I j have never know n an 


ir one 
d, had I 
oonunitted atiljod , and 


^ ^ waajMia ovaaj f — - - — — _ 

heavy crime i haC ^ disobeyii’o ^ band has been led to dcsti'oy 
omens cannot, ^i theywere or Trhpon ance, that they weie not all 
instance in n Inch -wiahM of B vith domestic nusfoitune, im- 
a pereon against ^„geimce, eith3”g Jon know, and he will tell you 
punished by her AskanyTl}*'’ afterwaids, and have allowed 
nrisonmont or do,„ 

omffl^'ise I feared that they weie not 

the same I nov^ iJj 

, m escape me, bee 

some nch prizes Issed forward , I again untied my 

completely propit I pro my waist, and I nelcomod it to 

Well, ^ahib, ta never qnitted^'o cmhiaco of an old and valued 

loomal, for that j Jojjnlt I, I cannot be unsuccessful , and 

nw rmisn as T have donoj J 


over any single jT ^ ’ 

victory I had 


hd 


one rupee a; 


_ some picc , my clothes were m 
J oihei'S before I could venture to 

* i.1 


, Mid I must have to lead them 
rags about mo, Thnirs, and po pcison alone , and when noon 
associate myself long, and met ^ down under a tree 

But I travcllo .g ^ t a well , and having washed and 

came, and the suT -vtrhich waf d to see what chance v onld throw 
hy the road sid4e Namaz, IwaiJii^ie, hut no one passed me, and 
bathed and said ^ I gat a long I was awakened by a touch 

m my way Th^^ j dropped aalt»cheld a middle-aged Mussulman 
overcome by fati^^ looking up iVi I’etunied his “ Salam Alei- 
from some one, c j rapidipt Foi innately my face remained 


f““f, '■P?” “la. he bad giren 
koom askmdly 

TrT /5 I I •TTT»» 0 *»>^rtW ' 


J»n my foichead could not be seen , 
himself, and as he was weary, he 
such as usually passes 


r® f » traveUer like jnversation 

he took me to be entered into encie After he had been seated for 

from his shoulder, and 
pickle, to which he 


eat down and w, wUet 

betaeen persone^ ^ 


emar 


mango 


a few mmntes, L ^ jnshce, but seeing that I looked 

openmg it disp^^^ ^ ^ W joj^ repast, which I was right 
see^dtobemc^j^^i^^^^/^ee the 


When we had 
“ Meer Sahib, you say there is no 


mommg 


ie_n J jt ** jwAvxwvfc juj 

wistEuUy at ther. J feated » 

glad to do, as g^^^ ^ p ajn gomg , and therefore, if you 

finis e onr ^ direotici [arms, I will bathe in this well 

Ah my clothes ani hurry to be gone, and yon will 
will tamhy wat^ « j inpgan to strip, and taking witbbim 

Surely, 1 1, As I said it he iJhe well, and I soon after heard the 
not delay me » ^he steps of it over himself 
a lota, he desce^ ^ J 
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Kott li my timo, thoaght I: ho ttHI ho flcftncclc^s, ond will f*ll 
an easy proy to mo and I prepared my roonrnl for work. 

Ho ioon returned^ and bc^n to drc®^. I loitered near him, till I 
saw him tako np In* garment and pnt both hi* arm* into tho alccvra 
to draw It otct hum It wa« a capital opportunity, and I closed 
behind him a* if to assist him ho tamed to me, and a* ho had just 
accomplished his purpose, I had fimahed mina. Tho roomal wa* 
about ni* nook, and in a few momonts ho wa* dead at my foot 1 I 
had no timo to lose *o hastily struipmg tho band from hJs waist, m 
whiob thoro seemed to bo money I drugged tho body to tho edge of 
tho well, and throw it in. I then nrtaog^ hi* olotlics at tho head of 
tho stopo, a* though ho had taken thorn off to hnthe and lolt thorn 
thoro hi* lota I left olio with them and taking up his * w urd and 
rfueld I girded tho first to my waist, and tho shield to my baijk, ond 
pursued my way at a* qaiok a paco ns I could, ho ono will Imagino 
he has boon murdered, thought I tho clothes on tho brink of tho 
well will ennso it to bo supposed that he died m tho water and I 
chuckled oror my succesa and atrodo olong joyfully But, tho more 
to aToid detection, I struck off from tho read I wa* tiuyclhng and 
sooing tho groTC* and wluto loiuplo of a nllago at somo distance I 
bout my stop toward* it thoro I porchoaed somo goor and oto the 
tupouuco, as a good Thug ought to d<^ and after that I opened tho 
humenna to see what my good fortooo had sent me. 

And *0 you marderod tno finrt man who had shown yon any kind 
nesa after your mi*fortunea. Oh, Ampm - Ali, you ore indeed a 
Tillam I you ato of bis bread and salt, and murdered hrm 1 The ro- 
compenae of a Thug oortamly 

But what could I do, sahib P I should havo starred irinTf likely 
had I not killed huiL Boaidcs ho was the first tiuTeller I mot after 
those good omen* he we* neither bimd nor larrm assured^ thero- 
fore he wa* bunij It mnet hare been his lato to die, or I should 
not have gone to sleep nnder that tree. Had I met him m the road, 
I should nave hesihUed to attack him indeed, unarmed ns 1 was, 
I dared not have done so. But, a* I was sayiag I examined the 
humeana I found m it nmeteen rupee*, a gold note-nog and two 
gold riM for the fingers whoh were worth at least forty rupee*. 
Ul humd ul ilia I I cned, this is rare fortune here i* enough to last 
me for three months, and to provide me with new olothee and it 
will be hard but in that time I find out some of my brethren. 

I seorohed around the village to endeavour to tod some traces of 
Thug* in the mango and tamormd grove® by which it wa* envmmed 
and thongh I di*oover©d aome fire-plaoes with the peouhar mark* of 
my brethren in them, yet they were old, the ram had more t>mTi half 
waahed them away and the marks would have been undiatmguisb 
able to a leas expenancod Thug than, myself: I could discover no 
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fui fclier clue fi-om tliem, tliougli I -walked for some tune in tke direc- 
tion they pointed 

Wandeiing along the next day, I reached Calpee on the Jumna, 
and sitting one moi ning at the shop of a pan seller, some persons 
stopped at it, and talking among themselves, I understood that they 
■were going to Chiittcrpoor Chiittcrpoor, thought I, — what an owl 
I have been ' there must be Thugs there, and I had forgotten it 
So I immediately detci mined if possible to accompany them I 
watched them to a bunnea’s empty shop, before winch, in the street, 
weie tied four tattoos and some bullocks , and without ceremony I 
told them I had oveihcard their conversation, that I was also going 
to the town to which they weie lourneying, and if they would allow 
me and pardon my inti usion, I should be glad to travel m their 
company, as I was alone, knew not the road, and was afraid of rob- 
bers 

“ Since you are alone, you may come, and welcome,” said the man 
I addressed “ But wo are going by Bandah, which is not exactly 
in the direct road to Chutteipoor, and our busmess may detain us 
there a day or two , if, therefore, delay is of no consequence to you, 
come with us , you seem to be a soldier, and we are poor merchants 
who -will be glad of your piotection ” 

“ Such as I am, good sir,” said I, “ I am at your service, and -will 
gladly accompany you to Bandah ” 

“ Good >” replied the man , “we start early, and you had better 
be -with us betimes , or you can spread your caipet here, — as you 
please ” 

“I will do the latter,” rephed I, “and be -with you by the even- 
ing 

Bandah > thought I ; another place full of Thugs — at least it used 
to be I shall see m any case, and if I find any, I may then alter 
my route 

I jomed them in the evenmg, as I had promised, and we reached 
Bandah in a few days by long marches Here they declaied they 
would stay four days, so that I had ample time before me to search 
the place for Thugs, should any reside there Hoi was I disap- 
pomted m my hope of meeting them I was sauntermg through 
the to-wn in the evening of the day we arrived, when I met Hoor- 
raut, an old follower of Ganesha He did not at first recognise me, 
as may readily be imagined, and when I gave him our token of re- 
cogmtion he stared as though I had been an appantion , however, he 
was soon convmced of my reality, and I accompanied hun to his 
house The relation of my adventures and mishaps occupied a long 
time, and after I had finished them I naturally asked for an account 
of my old associate Ganesha What I heard was gratifying to 
me Hoormut declared him to be m misfortune, abandoned by his 
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followTTS, and that to iros Trandonnp Tnlh one or two men rorae- 
wbero m tho ncighbonrfaood of Saogor prefomng tlio preennotu 
chanco of booty in tbo gangles between tliot place and Isngioor to 
frequenting tUo moro open, and travelled conntry IS ext followed 
qncflbonA as to my present plans, find wlion ho heard I was alono 
and trnvcUmg with merchants, of conrso it nalnmlly followed that 
Bomo plan should bo undertaken for their destruction. 

“ Look yon, ilcor Sahib, said ho I boliovo I can muster as 
many os fifteen Thugs, in and near this placa I am not snspected 
ns ^ot, bat the conntry is gottinp too hot for ns and wo must either 
quit it or giro tip Thuggee, which no man, yon well know can do 
after ho has eaten tbo goor Iho others nro of tho same way of 
thinking and wo had determined that wo wonld Icovo tins place for 
good after the rains, and go whorover onr Into might lead ns. 

"W© soon afterwards separated for tho time, Hoonnut promising 
to collect tho men by the next evening 

I joined liini ogam by tho time appointed and fonnd tho whole 
risiemblcd. I was received with exultation, for they had wanted a 
leader in whom they oould confide, and rotno was a name which, m 
spite of my recent misfortunes, they conld look np to. I know none 
of them, but they sworo on tho pickaxe to follow mo Hoonnnt 
Touched for their sererol cnpali'litics and fidohty and I was satis* 
fiod. 

Our plan was soon formed. They were to go by two stage* to a 
villflgo they know them they were to wait for my amviU with the 
tnerenanta. Beyond th© rilmg© was a favourite ohil of theirs, and 
they would hare ereTything prepared agamst our coming up. 

AJQ this being settled, wo fiiw tho next morning (it Doing Mon 
day and a lucky day) to ohservo tho omens and open the exp^ition 
with dne form. The omens were declared to bo rutistactoTy and by 
noon my now companions had started with their families for their 
station on the road. 


OHAPTEE XLVL 

Bo tarewill hope sod with hop* isTwreH fetx t 

Fkrvw«n nmoTve all cood to nu U lost. 

EtII, b« then mj goodl Unton. 

strangled tho merohantB at the place wo had fixed on them end 
their b nllnck -drigers, — nine in all, and yet we were only serenteen 
ThuCT but we were desperate. In our route we had troTeDod to- 
wards Jh&lone, and I oould no longer delay my project of proceed 
mg thither and makmg over my conoeoled treasure to the good 
moolla who had ohaigo of my child. 
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Hoonnnt volunteered to accompany me , and desirmg tlie re- 
mamder of tbe band to make tbo best of tbeir Tvay to Oalpee, and 
there to avrait our amval, wo pushed on to Jbalone 

Considering tbe lask we ran, in apinoacbing a place where in- 
evitable death awaited me should I be discovered, we did well to 
disguise ourselves as gosaeens We covered our bodies with ashes, 
matted the hair on oui heads with mud, hung gouids at our waist, 
and in this mean and wretched disguise we entered the town — that 
spot where I had passed so many yeai’s of happiness, where my 
fairest prospects had been bhghted, and the resolutions I had formed 
of leading a new life and forsakmg Thuggee rendered alike imprac- 
ticable and distasteful to me My emotions on entering the town, 
and moie than all on passing the house where I bad resided, were 
overpoweimg, but I ralhed my heait I passed through the city, 
and my fnend and myself took up our abode for tbe day near a well 
outside the gates, which u as not far from the spot where I had 
buned my treasure Wo had selected the best disguise possible for 
my propose , we were visited duiangthe day by some Hmdoos, who 
came, some out of curiosity, and a few to offer alms to us , my com- 
pamon rephed to their inquiries, and declared me to be under a vow 
of silence, which satisfied them, and they departed, leaving us to 
prosecute our plans 

As the evenmg approached, I strolled towards the trees undei 
which was deposited the sum I had hoarded up to serve me at any 
tune of need It was a deserted bunal-place, overgrown by cus- 
tard-apple bushes and other brushwood, and the rank grass had 
sprung up from the frequent ram My heart beat quick as I 
approached the spot , my hoard might have been discovered, and if it 
had been removed my chdd would be a beggar, dependent upon the 
chanty of strangers , she might even be thrust mto the street, to 
herd with the vile and woithless, when the care of her became irk- 
some or expensive to her present protectois But anythmg, thought 
I, IS better than that she should accompany me, where a hfe of 
hardship would be her portion, and where she could not escape the 
contamination which scenes of guilt and murder would effect m a 
short time, and from which, alone as I was, I could not protect her 

I reached the tomb m which, by removing a stone, I had placed 
the vessel contaimng the money I hardly dared look at the well- 
remembeied spot, hardly dared attempt to remove the stone , but I 
did remove it, and, 0 joy of joys ' theie was my treasure undisturbed. 
I hastily seized the earthen vessel, and crawled with it mto the 
thickest of the underwood ere I ventured to open and examme it. 
I had forgotten what it contained, and the contents surpassed my 
expectations I found thirty ashruffees and four small bars of gold, 
a box contammg two strings of pearls of some value and some 
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jOTTol*, and tied np in a rng 'n’oro somo Ioo« stonoi of Tnlno, ono 
of tbom a diamond of prcnt laitro and bcantj Thojowcla I dc 
tcrnunod to keep ni they might bo aftenrarda of uso to mo, not 
only from thoir mlno, but to oaablo mo to nsromo tho chomctci^ of a 
dealer m promoni etonc*, -wlnob u almi^ a rcapcctablo calling and 
for Tvlnob in tho joKola boforo mo I had ample atoct for trade 
I replaced the Tciaol and iU prcaoni contents, ■wliloh oonld not 
hayo boon TTorth less than a thousand mpccs and I folt my heart 
ligbtoned of a load, both at seeing my treasure soTo and at the 
nstumneo it gavo mo that by means of it my daaghter would bo 
deoontly prondod for I returned to my companion, who had been 
anxiously watohing my proceedings, and ho too rejOKxd at my good 
fortune* 

I did not proceed into the towntdlit was dosk tbo gate*, I knew 
would bo open until long after dark, and I went alono to avoid any 
chaneo of binng remarked* I soon reached the honso of the mooUa 
when, abandoning my oboraeler of a gosoocn I asked for alms m a 
lusty voieo in tho name of Moolis Ah of Hydorabod. Fortunately 
tho old mooUa was sittmg alono m hi* vumndnh j I saw him through 
tho open gocD, and odninccd rapidly shutting it behind me Ho 
WSJ ongagod m reading his Koran, and was rocking himself to and 
fro apparently absorbs in tho book before him, so that bo did not 
observe my approach nor was ho awaro of my presence till I had 
prostrated mja^ beforo him* 

Pnnnh i Khoda 1 he oxclsnned what jm this, a gosaeen P 
Thou must bo mad, good fnend or what seolcest thou wifli tho old 
inoolla P Speak, Uioa hast almost frightened me, and disturbed my 
meditatxms on tho holy Tolome. 

“ Pardon, Moollsjoe 1 I oned “ytra see ono beforo yon who has 
naked his life to epeak with yon, and yon must hiton to mo for a 
few moments. I tmow you well, thon^^ you do not recognise me 
m thm disguise.” 

I know thee not, fnend, be said ” nevortholess, if I can do 
ought to BorvB thee, speak ^ it is seldom that the Hindoo seeks 
the house of the pnost of the Moslem ladh and I am m astonish 
ment at thy garb and address.” 

MooUa 1 I mid, I would fain speak with thee in aheolnie 
eecrocy are we secure from inferruptaon hereP Fear me not; I 
oome with oood intent, and am not what you think me, bat ono of 
thme own laith ” and I repeatod the Belief 

Strange, most Btrange is this,” said fhn old rnan nsmg I 
doubt thee not — no one would do the old mooUa harm and so, as 
thon Tequirest seert^ I will but festen the outer gate jom thee 
mstantly He did so, and retumod* 

“ MooUa,” said I, when ho was once mors seated, and was prying 
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into iny face y illi a look of minplccl cmio'^ity nnd yonder, “Moolln- 
jeo ' 0 ^Vnlloc ]^rnlio)ncd ' do'^t thou not iccnpfiii'^o ino ? ” 

“Tin* Aoice is fannli u to nunc cal'-,” haul tlic old mnn, “jet I 
icmcinber not. thy fentuu"^ "Who artthon 

‘ 3Iine IS a name ylnch nnj* haidly bo piononnccd in Jlmlonc,” 
J replied, “but ye arc alone ira\c jou forgotten -Ameer 
All?” 

“Pnnnh'” exclaimed the inoolla, ‘^idling an ny fiom mo to the 
edge of hib cupel , “ Pnnah i IClioda ! do I behold that bad and 
iccKlcps man 

“Bad I may be, ^foolh/* ‘;.aid 1 qinctlj* , “and reckless I certainly 
am , yet I y ish yon no haini You ycic kind to one I loved — you 
have my child in join house — it is of them I yoiild speak, not of 
myself Tell me, foi the aikc of Alla, yhethcr mj* child is yell — 
tell me yhethov she lives, and 1 yill bless you” I gasped for 
breath ylnle ho icphccl, kst 1 should pci chance have to hear of 
fnithei misfoitiine 

“ Tins IS madness, Amcei Ah, ’ s^ul he , “ knoy you not that 
yoni iathcr’s fate ay aits you if you aic discovcicd here 

“Iloioy, I Icnoy* all,” said 1, “and I have biaved everything 
I have sought you despite of dangci— foi my heart clove to my 
child, and 1 yoiild fain hear of her Ah, fiicnd, think not of yhat I 
yas, and be merciful to me.” 

“Unhappy man'” he ciicd, “thy crimes brought yith them 
their oy n 1 cyard , but I yill not speak of the past Knoy then 
that thy daughtez is yell , but she grieves still for thee and for her 
mother, yhom Alla in meicy removed from hei sulTcrmgs before 
she Icney her degradation ” 

“ Shoolci Khoda'” I exclaimed “Ah Alla, Thou art merciful 
even to me jAnd my child is y ell, and icmembers mo?” 

“ She docs, !Mccr Sahib , she often speaks of you, but ye have 
told her you are dead, and she no longer tlunlcs ot you as one yhom 
she may ever meet again ” 

“And you are right,” said I, “you ai'O yiso in havmg done 
tliis May Alla lepay your kindness to a deserted child, for I 
cannot I have sought you for a purpose yhich you must promise 
to agree to, even befoio I speak it — ^it is the only request I shall 
ever make for my child, and fiom hencefoith you yiU never see my 
face agam nor heai my name ” 

“ Speak,” said the moolla , “ I promise nothing. Ameer Ah ; 
thou hast deceived thousands, and the old moolla is no match for 
thee m deceit ” 

“ Briefly then,” said I, “ there yas a small treasure which I buried 
in a field here long ago , I have returned and found it safe It is a 
infle, yet it is of no use to me , and I would give it over to you, 
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Ixttb ns 0 portion for itiT dnngliicr "wlion iho is jnnmed aB<l as somo 
provision for her nnlfl tliat can bo cflccto^L” 

Tho spoil of tbo murdered, said tho old man, drawing InmsoU 
up proudly can never enter tbo bonso of Ibo moolla it would 
bnng a ouno witb it, and I will bavo none of it Keep it yourtolf 
imeor Ab and may Aba otvd yon tbo graco to nso it in regaining 
tho honcit reputation you Lavo lost I 

No no " cnod I “ tbo money was my wife s sho bad boarded it 
up for our ebdd tbo brought it with her from tho Dutbun, and ft 
has remained os tbo placed it m tbo veasoL I swear to you that it is 
honest money would I curto my child with tbo spoil of murders P 
** Swear to mo on tbo Koran that it is, and I will boliovo you, 
Ameer Ali, but not elso and bo tendered mo tho holy boob* 

I rmsod it to my bps I kissed it, and touched my forehead and 
eyes with it I sworo to what was false; but it was for my child 
Aro you satiffied now P I asked now that yon have humbled 
mo obbging mo to swear P 

I am, ho replied ; your trust shall bo carafnlly and rcbgi 
cfuslv kqit Hare you tho money with you P ” 

said 1 ‘'but I will go and return with it instantly 
Admit mo olono I will cough at your goto when I nmru.” 

I hastened to tho spot I ^to ^oro described I hasHly soizcd 
my treosuro and reluniod to tho mooUo bo was waiting for me at 
the g^o of his house and wo ontored it together 

Hero M oH 1 have," said h pouring out tho contents of tho 
vessel on the carpet “ it is not much, but it is tho only portion of 
my wealth which remoms to mo. 

Thmk not of the past, Moor Sahib, what happened was pro*. 
dcstmsted, and was the will of tho All powerful I ” 

I have mdood no oltcmativo but to submit, good Mooha. Bui 
my time is abort, and night edvnncoe ero morning breaks, I must 
be far away from this, wnero my associates expect me One favour 
I would beg — it IS to see my chfld one look will bo suffiment for 
my semi to dwell on m after years, for I am assured that it will bo 
tho last — yew will not deny mo ? 

‘ I will not, hteer Sahib she is now at play with a neighbour s 
child m the snuana, and if you will foUnw mo I will show her to 
you One look must be sufficipnt for you after that she is 
and I will be a father to her Follow me ” 

I did I followed hnn through a ccFurt.yitrd to tho door of a 
second which was the entrance to his seuana. I heard, the merry 
vmoes of the childr en, as they played with b^t and joyful hearts, 
and I oould distmguish the sUveiy tones my precious child s 
VDioe to like those of her mother which were now silent for over 
We win not disturb them Meer Sahib eaid the moolla in a 
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\,hi<?pcT ns lic' ]>ushc(l open llu* ('looi •foully, “look in, ho tlmi 3'0ii 
in’U- notin' ‘'Cpn , 3 on will ci'^ilv <lKlin<rai‘>]i join' dnnglilci’ " 

Yc^, rIh"' wiv^ dvoK’. my cliiUl, mj- lioiutiful clnld' htill clolicnlo 
and fi-ngilo ns ''lio lind c^ or boi n ; Inil lior face had n joyous c\- 
picssion, and ‘'kc was as luoin* ns (ho'-c Ijj'wliom hlio wns suv- 
loundod Lone: long T garcik and oli, my lirait 3 earned lo rush 
in, and foi llic h'-l iime (o ilasp ht i to 1113* lio'-om and bless hci 
Bui I restrained im eel r, site would no( could not ba\c recognised 
me in the di'-guieo 1 woie, and 1 should have only needlessly 
alnmicd and tciniicd her Yeti put up a fei\C'nt piayci to Alla 
for b Cl pioicction and bajijunees, and 1 tore ni3selffioxn tbo spot 
— ilc]cctccl yet satisfied that she still b\cd and was b.ipjiy 

“Enoiigb'” said I to the nioolla when wo reguned ilic onlcr 
apartment, “I now leno 3a)n , be land to my cbilcl, and Alla will 
more than repay 3011 foi aught of eire or au'cictj’ slio mn}' cause 
3011 YHiat 1 Inue gncai 3 on will be ample for a dowry lo licr in 
mariiagowitb 0113 pcr=:on \ou ma} select — any one who may bo 
Ignorant o£ her fillici's shame ” 

“I will, and rest assured that wliero\cr you arc, whatever ymur 
after-lot in life ma}* bo 3 on nc\ci' need gne one anvious thought 
about !Mceran , for, I again repeat it, I am now bei paicnt, and she 
has also found another mother ” 

“I believe you,” said I; “and if ever I am again favoured by 
fortune and in a situation to come to you without shame to her, 
yon shall take me to her and present a fathci to his child until 
then yon hear not of mo again ” 

I left lum I had borac up against my feelings, I bad struggled 
against and overcome them so long as I w as w itli him ; but as I 
passed his thicshold the fond love of a parent would not bo stifled 
I was oveicomo by biilci guef, and I sat dowm and wept, for I felt 
that I had seen my child for the last time, — and it was even so , I 
have never beheld lier smcc, sahib, 1101 cvei been able to get a clue 
to her fate May Alla grant she is happy, and Icnows not of mine * 
But of this moie hcieaftcr 

I wept' yes, I sat at the threshold of what had been my owm 
home and wept, yet not aloud My eyes wcic a fonntam of tears, 
and they welled over their lids, and com’sed dowm my rough visage, 
and fell hot upon my hands My memory was busy with the past, 
that period of bliss when all eaithly joy was my portion, and with 
at wealth and fame All was gone — gone like the fleetmg dream — 
a mockery which, gorgeous or hhssful as it may he while it pos- 
sesses the sleepmg senses, is broken — even the remembrance of it 
lost — ^hy awakenmg to reahty Alla help mo ' I said in the bitter- 
ness of my heart at that moment ; I am indeed desolate, and it 
matters not what becomes of me I have no hope 
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How long I tlrna sot I know not bnt aronsmg by a and 

den tbongbt of tho danger I wna in» I roto np looL ono long sad 
sTUToy m what was onco my own bnt wldcb was now deserted^ 
and harrying away from tho spot, I reached tho gate ns it was aboat 
to bo shat, and soon aflcrwaras joined my compamom 

At length wo rcachod Calpeo wbero wo foand tho band end Ihoir 
families { and at a council of all assembled, after many plans of 
proccodmg had been discussed and many plans propel for oar 
firTnl settling place by tho difTcront mombtrs, I opened to them ono 
of my own wmoli I had long ontoriainod- It was, to proceed to 
Lnkhnow by o boot, which coaid bo easily hired, and to re m ain 
thoro, 08 it was a city which promised an ample harvest to a Thug 
and from tho not evor-atnet rfmtaolcr of its government a more 
likely ono than any othc^ to cnablo ns to parsoo our calling with 
Bocunty Tho plan was agreed on and tbo next morning I betook 
myself to tho Ghaut, to hold commnnication with tho manjees of 
tho boats, and so strike a bargain for tliclr convoynneo of my party 

Al l was arranged to tbo satisfaction of my assoo&tcs and at tbo 
bcup appointed, which had been declared a lucky moment bv somo 
astrologer employod by the boatmen the anchor was raised, and n 
fair wind earned us rapidly over tho smooth waters. 

Bay after day passed in. this maancr and there was a kind of 
dreamy ploasuro about tho voyago which was indescribably gratofhl 
to mo. Hero I had no alarmn, no fat^uing jemmoyt, no anxiety 
my mind became cahn and unmfflod and I was onco more nt pence. 

At Imkhnow wo lived for somo timo upon tho proceeds of our 
lost booty and I established a small traffic m prccioufl stones upon 
those I had hrou^t with mo ; but xt yielded smnTI returns to mo 
and I only delayed commoucing opamtions till I could fix upon some 
settled plans. I had erred de^y m leaving my own ccruntiy if I 
needs nrust hove left It, I ou^t to bnvn gone to the Dakhun thcro 
I shoald have sacoeeded I aboald have risen, — fee* the Dukhan 
ThuCT required leaders, and. Us you may havo heard whenever a 
Hinoostan Jemadar led them, they behaved well and became the 
terror of the country Here, I was m a place of which I was 
igncrrant, and I dared not venture to tako to the roods. At leimth 
I thou^t I would attempt tho same system we 'Ktiil pmotised so 
suocesiaully at Hyderabad, No sooner had the idea poesessed me 
than 1 longed to pat it into czeoution tho more so as my aaso* 
matee received it with ardoar and seemed strongly oonvinoed of its 
practififtbillty TVe were unknown mthatorowded vigoub atv 
lived m on obsenre port, and oould never be suspected m our dai^ 
perambulsfacms throogh the bacort in searoh of banij And so it 
turned out we were m great lank for two mouths, money flowed 
m upon, as, and we had silled upwards of thirty persons, mostly 
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travelleTS to distant parts, ^ivliom -we decoyed fiom the seiais, and 
as "w^e sncceeded, I had more money at my disposal and -svas enabled 
to biibe several of the serai-keepers, and, by allowino- them to 
participate to a laige amonnt in onr gains, I secnred admission to 
the serais, and had facihties of speaking ■with travellers ■which I 
should never have enjoyed had I neglected to secure them goodwoll 
But fortune ■was agamst me despite of this cheermg commencement, 
and we did not long enjoy our easy and profitable career 

We had one day taken out of the city a party of seven travellers, 
wo bemg sixteen Thugs in number I well remember it was a 
Eriday, an unlucky day at best Among the Thugs was an old 
man, one of the old Murnae stock, a capital bhnttote, who had 
joined us a short time before , he had Imown my fathei, and me 
when a child, and had recognised me in a street in Inikhnow, which 
led ■to his jommg us We had taken the travellers to a favourite 
bhil of ours about four coss distant, and were m the act of strang- 
Img them, — some even lay dead on the ground, and the rest were 
in them last agomes, — when by the merest chance a body of horse, 
which were on them way from the city to a distant pergunnah, 
came upon us We had grown too confident from our frequent 
success, — it was still far from morning, and we had neglected to 
place scouts The horse came upon us unheard and unseen, and, 
as I have told you, caught us in the very act Nme of us were 
seized after a faint resistance , the rest, fortunate men ' made them 
escape Our hands were bound behmd us and we were dragged 
mto the City, objects of wonder and terror to the inhabitants The 
bodies were brought in aftei us , and two of the travellers who had 
been only half strangled, and were revived by the horsemen, gave 
so clear an account of our whole proceedings, how we had mveigled 
them and accompanied them on their march till we attacked them 
unawares, ■that no doubt remained of our guilt , and after our brief 
■fenal had been concluded before the kazee, we were cast m'to prison, 
to await our fate The old Thug and myself had been bound ■to- 
gether, and we were m this state thrust m^to one of the narrow cells 
of the jail There we were told we should remain till the pleasure 
of the king was kno'wn regardmg ■us. 
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OEATTER XLVII 

The rifih of lone Imprironmcnt, tbo etep 
Of feot on vUeu tho iron clenVrd tho groan 
Of death, the improention of dcfpalr 

iJjmm. 

Oieea. — 0 tpooh to ma no more I 
Thr wonlf Uhe doegera enkr in mlno can 

IlaMUt Act iii. Be 4 

A rtiPf I -wts in pnion find aUhongli nob in sncli wrolcliod plight 
os I hud been nt Jholono, for tbo coll ims roompr and tolernblj clean, 
yet still it rma a prison, — eonflnemont to my limbt and to my nimt 
a conviction Tfhion tbrootened my Ufo bang over mo and aa 1 *aw 
no prospect of escape I rraa resigned to oio, and to meet my fate 
llto a Tnnn and a Thng rrho bad been familmr rntb death Itoti his 
childhood. Wo sat in silonco, and my ■wrelcbcd companion old os 
ho TTus, clung to the idea of life ^tb a fondness that I felt not 
Ho had no ties on earth to bmd hun to it, ho had novor had any 
yet ho longed to live I Aoi possessed thorn, — thoy woro all broket 
and bis bad no charms for me. I could not say that I rrubod for 
death, bat I rvos indiiToreot to mr fate 
A rreek passed thus — a long^ utonmnablo woclc. In vain 'was it 
thai I implored my j&Ucn to reliovn me from sosponso, to toll mo 
whother I was to livn or die either they Imow noi or their hearts 
were hardened towards mo — thw would not teH mn. 

But after the ermmtion of this period, tto were not long ignorant 
of our sentence Wo were mfonned that seven of our oompaniona 
hnd been hanged, os they had been detected m the act of strangling 
travellers. But there was no ondonce against na so oonclosiv© 
the merchants who bad escaped tho late of thcar associates could 
not swear that wo hod maidered ai^ of those who hod penshed 
and the horsemen who had captarea ns know no more thftn that 
we were of the party If this had been all, wo shcruld probably 
hare been released but one of the miserable men who iwnl been ex 
eented, m a vain attempt to preserve hia life, confessed his onmes 
and by this last stroke of ill fortnna we were convictod, bthI tbo 
decree went forth that we were to ho imprisoned for life 
Despair seised on my farmlties at tho annoiincement of this hard 
se nten ce. Death m its most horrible shape would have Iven courted 
Joyfully by me in. pmEHrenoo to it. To huger out years years m 
tiiflt ■wrot^ed hole, never to be free again I I could not b^eve it 
I tried to shut out the dreod^I reality from my mmil^ hut m vain. 
I implored that th^ would lead me to mstant execution, tlat I 
might be impaled, or blown away from a gun, or hung —anything 
rather than naTO my miserable ensience protracted in the solitude 
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and Buffenng of a pnson But my entreaties were laughed at or 
scorned I was loaded with a heavy cham, which confined my legs, 
my companion the same, and we were left to our fate Still my 
restless spirit held out to me hopes of escape, — hopes that only mocked 
me, for every plan I formed became utterly impracticable, and this 
only increased my misery One day I bethought me of the money 
I had collected before I was seized It was hidden, and it was not 
improbable that my hoard had remamed undiscovered With this 
I fondly hoped I should be enabled to bribe one of my jailers, and 
the idea comforted me for many days, while I waited for an oppor- 
tumty to put m mto execution 

Theresas one among the guards of the prison, a young man, who 
was always kmder m his deportment to ns than any of the others 
The food he brought us was better, and the water always pure, and 
in a clean vessel He used to cheer us too sometimes with the hope 
that our impiisonment would not last so long as had been decreed, 
and he ‘mstanced the cases of several ciimmals who had been 
sentenced like us, but who had been released when the memory of 
their crimes had ceased to occupy the minds of the officers m charge 
of the pnson He had our clothes washed for ns, and did a thousand 
kmd acts — trifles perhaps, but still more than we experienced from 
any other of his compamons 

It was with him, theiefoie, that I proposed to my fellow-captive 
to try our long-brooded and chenshed scheme of dehveiance The 
next time it was his turn to attend us, I begged he would come to 
the cell at mght or m the evening, when he would be secure from 
observation, for that I had somethmg particular to communicate to 
him He came in the evening of that day, and seated himself, 
muffled m a dark-coloured blanket, close to the bars of our cell 
“ You have somethmg to say, I think,” said he m a low tone, “and 
X have done your biddmg , I am here ” 

“ I have, good Meer Sahib,” said I (for he was also a synd) , 
listen, for what I would communicate to you will be foi your bene- 
fit, if you wiU enter into my plans ” 

“ Say on,” rephed the youth , “ you may command my utmost 
exertions ” 

“ To be brief, then,” I continued, “ you must endeavour to efiect 
oui escape ” 

“ It is impossible,” he said 

“Hot so,” cnedi, “ nothmg is impossible to wilhng hands and 
stout hearts You can manage everythmg if you wiU but listen to me 
TVIien we were appiehendcd, we had saved a round sum of money, 
which IS concealed m a spot I can tell you of, if you will be faithful 
to us Half of it shall be yours, if you will only aid us ” 

“How much IS it^” he asked 



OOKFESSIO\S OF A mUO 


“Upwnrd* of fire Lundrcd nipec*, said I 'it ■mi‘» sccotcIt 
bidden and no ono canhayo ditcoTcrcd it. I repeat, baif of it sliall 
bo youTB if yon Trill nsaist us. 

** Uow can I f cned be, in a tone of pcrplonty ‘ liorr is it po*- 
siblo tbat yon can pass theso doors and Trails, even ttoto yon os free 
as I am nt this moment P 

“ Ixnvo tbat to me, said I “do yon accept the olTerP” 

“I Trill consider of the matter and will bo bero nt this time to- 
moTTOTT to giro yon a final answer " 

Jlsy Alfa send yon kind tbongbts to tho distressed ! Wo sball 
look for your decision Tnth impatience.” 

Tbo next ovenmg bo came at tho same time and seated himself 
ns boforo. 

“What would yon have mo do llecr Sahib P ho asked I am 
ready to obey your commands if they ore procticablo First how 
orer I must bo sccoro of tho monry yon nave mentioned I must 
receive it boforo I peril my sitaation, and, more than that, my life 
in your behalf 

“ Listen then, Alccr Sahib, said I I trust yon, — yon are a synd 
end I also am ono yon dan not deceive xac, and monr tho wrath 
of Alfa. 

I Trill not, by tho Prophet, whose descendant I am, said he 
were the Konm m my thm momont, I would swear upon it. 
“FTo no,” Mid I, “ do not swear; thewerf ofnn honest man is far 
more binding than on oath. I bobero that yoa are true, and there- 
fore it IS thai I trust yon. First, then, as regards tho money do 
yon remember trro old tombs, one of thorn mneh broken, whloh stand 
near the nver s brink over the north side of tho oity about a cannon 
shot from the waHs P 
“ I do perfectly 

“ Then, I continued, “ In that broken ono is an earthen veasd, 
oontaimng tbemomy the Tonlt where of old tho body of tho person 
over whom the tomb was creoted was deposited, m-n bo opened by 
removing four stones, Trluoh are loose, from the eastern of it 
they ore neither large nor heavy yon ram manage the matter 
alone. In the cavity yon will find the vessel, the money is in 
it. I shall regmro iudf for my expenses. Now nil I ask yon for 
tie present to do in return is, to procure us two yrnall and sharp files 
and some ghee and whan we have out through onr and 

of these bers, I will tell you bow you can aid us further 

“ I will perform all yon wish,” said tho youth and, TnaTmlTa I 
you shall Imve tho files to-morrow night by fim if I AthI that 

your statement about the money is troa 

He then left ns, and we anxioosly and impatiently awaited his 
ooTmng the next day Nor did he disappoint no. 
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“I liave come, as you see, Meer Salub,” be said; “and, bebold, 
here are tbe files for you — ^tbey are Engbsb, and new and sbarp 
bere too is tbe gbee I bave fulfilled my piomise ” 

“ An d tbe money ^ ” I asked 

“ Witbout it you would not bave seen me to-nigbt, I can teU you, 
Meer Sabib I bave got it , tbe amount is five hundred and fifty 
rupees, and you aball be welcome to your share when you bave got 
out of tins bole And bow do you mtend to manage this part of 
your scheme ^ ” 

“ Are tbe gates of tbe prison shut at night P ” I asked 

“No,” be repbed, “that is, tbe gate is shut, but tbe wicket is 
always open ” 

“ And bow many men guard it P ” 

“ Only one, Meer Sabib , tbe rest sleep soundly after mid- 
night 

“ It IS well,” said I , “we can but perish m tbe attempt, and I for 
one would gladly die, ratber than linger out a wretched existence 
here ” 

“ And I also,” said my companion 

“I fear I cannot assist you,” said tbe man, “yet stay, suppose 
you weie to attempt your escape when I am on guard. I shall have- 
tbe last watch to-morrow mgbt ” 

“May tbe blessing of Alla rest on you'” said I, “you bave 
anticipated my thoughts We will attempt it then, and may tbe 
Prophet aid us All mgbt we will woik at our irons and one of 
these bars, and to-morrow mgbt we shall be free Go, land Mend, 
you do but nsk detection m bemg seen bere ” 

He left us, and we set to work with a good will to cut tbe irons- 
on our legs and tbe bar All mgbt we woiked, and tbe morning’s 
light saw tbe iron bai nearly cut through at tbe top and bottom , to 
cut it at tbe top, one of us sat down by turns, while tbe other, stand- 
ing oujbis shoulders, filed tiU bis arm was tired Despite of tbe gbee 
however, tbe files made a creakmg noise , we tried to prevent this 
by usmg them slowly, but m tbe excitement of tbe moment this was 
at times forgotten, for we worked bard foi our bberty 

Tbe mormng broke and we rested from our labour , one strong 
shake would bave separated tbe bar, and our mons were so nearly 
cut through at tbe aa^es and tbe waist, that a slight wrench would 
bave divided them Our fnend we knew was faithful, for he bad 
proved himself so, and we enjoyed a silent anticipation of our 
eventual tnumpb. 

“ This tune to-morrow,” I exclaimed, “ we shall be free, far from 
Lukhnow, and tbe world agam before us, wherem to choose a resi- 
dence'” ^ 

My companion was as full of hope as I was, and we passed most 
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ol tho TQomiBg iQ debating 'wlulhor ttc ahoold go, and callmg to 
jnmd tho names of our former oMOCintos who -woaJd wolcomo ns and 
join ns in seeking now ndvontnrea. It was obont noon, I flunk, that 
a party of tho soldiers of tho prison, headed by tho dorogha, np* 
proachod OUT coll My heart sank within mo as 1 saw thorn coming 
and tho hasto with which th<y advanced towards ns increased my 
alarm endnppTohonsioa. Woarolostl said I to my companion 
they haro aiscororod our plans. Ho did not reply, but despair 
was written on lus countonanco 

Tho darogha applied his Loy to tho lock it was opened, and tho 
wholo party mshod in and soiled ns. 

“■What now tymirny is thisP I (urchumed “ what now enme 
havo Tvo committ^ that wo oro ogam to ho ilj treated P" 

“ Look to their irons 1 cned tho darogha to his men, 

“ Ton havo boon busy it seems, said ho to as, when they found 
them zn tho state 1 have desorffamL Lot mo givo yon a piece of 
adnoo when yon noit file your irons, either aso more ghco or make 
Ion noise. Bat yon will hardlv have another opportunity I think. 
Search thorn woU, contmued ho to the men boo whero tlicso m 
stnuncnts oro which they have used so olororlr ” 

They stripped ns stark nakod, ond tho Hfcs wero found in tho 
bonds of our troasers through which the string tlmt ties them runs. 
The darogha oaiminod them carefoBy 

“These ore now Mocr Sahibs ana English, InshaBat wo will 
find oat who supplied yon with them. Tho fellow who has dotte 
tbm assuredly bwn cuTim dirL 

"We brought them here with na,** said I doggodly “ To woro 
sons of assos that ye did not search as when wo entered yonr den of 
tyranny 

may be sons of asses, ho repbod gnnnmg but we are not 
such owls as to beUero yoa, O wise ond cunning Synd Thug as 
you are, we ore not going to mt dirt at your hauls. Some fmnd 
yon have had among my men one is suspected and if these fil» 
can help ns to trace him^nd it u probable enough — he had better 
say the Kulma, for his head and slnmldera wiD not long remain to- 
grther But come, said he to his men, your wo r k is only Tmlf 
done enumrifl every foot of those ban } for my worthy foends 
here, rely upon it, have not half done them buamess." 

They ob^^ h i m , and as you may suppose, soon found the bar 
which had been out. 

“Enough! said the darogha. “Ton were a fool, O Hear 
Sahib, for this wild attempL Had you been content to bear yonr 
deserved imprisonment, mercy might m tiTrn.> have been shown to 
1 but now give up all hrpe yon have forfeited thnii nm r u y bj 
irour own imprndenoe, and you will long live to repent ifc. Bring 
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■(hciu nlniijr ” ‘''nl !'<' i''* lu‘'TiKU , 


“vr inu'^t |Ui{ {iu'iu In'ti irutoviu 


juul lixltrmiT'' 

Vn All'i 'i 10/' ilio\ 1 ' il ii-« ('> ' A mtnw po^'.'icro 

bcUcoii (^\o Inub ^^ \^h^oh lin(')n>( 'ubmiJ il nf -i nouiV jvi^'intr 
uloii" i{, contnmrtb ab.>nt li i]f n tlinsn t\%.> n 11 -j. jnnro liko tho 
den's of %Mld biM^ts thin jiii'-lit ( l-o 'Jins \mio tnoro '{nni''!}' 
aiatod linn Iho In'-! ^\o h vd h n\ n\, "n«l \.<’ro tun half tlio Mro 
!■ tr licavior irons (hutt lln--' vo loul lot \.oni n' ri fist' nod on um* 
lco;s hv n hi ick'-nnlh nml vov,n< Ihiii'l mii h-n i ihlo 'ihiuh-s 

“ Now,” ml tho tlino£:;h”, “ fu ‘ '>nl if %<*tt t m Miti S ihih If 
nails and iron bn-' r.nv luihl nni, jon 'iro }»r( M\ •- itt* lu lo, I (Innk ” 

Thev left ns and onco inoro \ < wiii' t is? into (ho 'do.ss of do- 
spur, nor nas iluro ono riv of bo])i lift lo i lu or ojir jrloojny 'iiul 
niolobed ibongbls lb ro sun I (<> h\o. lo to inn I to <bo, tbotiixbt J. 
as I sur\CNod the iinrron clntnbi'i 1 ulio lm\o toanu d ftir ir 
o\cr Ibo norld, T nliobtiM' no\ot Lnoun ro'triinf Alla’ Alla’ 
■\\lial/lu\o I done lint this s]„,|ild lx r' O nb()..iinro, biisl (bon uo 
ullcrly fomken Atnoi r Ab r* 1 tasl in\solf down on the nnigb 
floor, and groined in "^'nu^ 1 tonld nol ncf-ji, It its ntio dtnied 

me, they would 1 iim' sootlud nn (unlmidencd soul A cti]) of 
misery* nas before me, nid T ms to drun il lo Ihe dicgs. Hope 
bad fled, and despan bid seired and bonnnibed c\ery faeulfy of iny 
mind 


IMonlbs rolled on Tbougb only a sfrnng gialtng of non 1 ms 
drnded me from my old compnnon, A\e seldom sjioke to e.ieb other; 
at most it ms a nord, a passing leimnk bminled bj, the one, and 
scarcely licedcd by the olhci, so absoibcd nero no in onr miscrj' 
I ate and drank mccbamcally, I bad no craving for food , and nlmt 
they gave ns lo eat ■\\as of llie coar~cs(, kind The filth nliich ne- 
cumulated in oui colls oias removed only once a week, and it Incd 
vermm 11111011 sorely tormented ns Ob that J could die ’ I cried a 
thousand times a day Alas ’ my prayer i\ as not granted 

The second yoai of our captivity pi-sscd — the same nnvarying 
rotation of miseiy, — ^no change, no amelioi-ation of onr condition. 
We existed, but no moic , the energies of life mcic dead v,itbm ns 
I nsed to think, were I ever icleascd,that I could not boar the rude 
bustle of the world, that I should even prefer my cajitivity to its 
anxieties and caies It was a foolish thought, foi I often ycaincd 
for freedom, and occupied my mind with a am thoughts and plans 
for future action, should any lucky chance give mo my libcity, but 
no ray of hope broke in upon the miseiy of my dungeon 
I mean not to say that my companion, the old Thug, and I never 
ronversed , we did so now and then , we recounted oui exploits 
again and again, and by thus iccallmg mine to my memory, fi’om 
the beginning of my caieer, I stored up in my mind the adventurea 
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nnd TioIssitTidcs I liaro rolfitcd to jtm* Ono (lay wo had boon talk 

a of my father find hia parting word* to mo ‘ I nin not yonr 
or flashed across my thonghta I mcntioncal tbo circnmfltairco 
to tUo old Thug nnd earnestly rcqncstcd him to toll mo what ho 
Jenow of Ismail, and of my early state 

Wbatl ho aslcod, *»o yon Imovr not of it liccr Snhlb? 
Snroly TTnaTI must hnTO told you fill P And yet contmned ho 
after a pnnsc ** ho wonld not havo done it — ho dared not. 

‘ What (am yon mean cned I by saying ho dared not P Was 
I hu tMTn, or did ho say tmly ■when bo dwflared I ■was notP” 

‘ IIo spoko tho truth, M(wr Sahib. I know yonr ongin, and it is 
jnst posmblo tbero may bo ono or two others who do coso, nnd wbo 
aro sUl bring ono of th(aa is Ganesha. 

‘ GaneshaT I cxclaimod ** ly Alla I my soul has orer told mo 
that ho know soBLOthmg of mo I Lavo stnren m mm to bring any 
scono m which bo was concerned with mo to my recollection nnd 
always failed Dy yonr soul I tell mo who and what I was, 

“ ^ IS a long tolo, Amoor All, said tho old man, bnt I will cn 
'doaronr to remember oU I can of it. it is ono too wbich, wero you 
not what you arc, would homfy you.* 

“ ITy parents were murdered than P said I, my heart sinking 
withm mo, I hare aomctimes thought so, bnt my conjectures 
wuro Ttguo and unsatufactory 

Ton bare guessed truly Heer Sahib But listen, my mom o ry 
IB still fresh, and you «^r 1I laiow alb 

^ Timiil, your mthcr os ho callod himidf to yon, becomo a Thug 
under HooMm Jemadar whom no doubt you remember I well ro- 
collect tho day ho joined us, at a viHsge not rery far from Dehh I 
was then a youth, and belonged to the band of which Hoosem was 
<nio of the bbnttotes. 


” I know Ismail s history ” said I “ho related it to mo. 

“ Then 1 need not repeat it,” he cimtmned. In time by 

his bmrery and wisdom, roso hir chore Hoosem, and became the 
jemadar of a band of thir^ Thugs. It is of this tune I would 
speak. Wo were one day at a village called Eklara, m Malwa, en 
camped outside the place, in a grove of trees near a well Wo had 
been unlnoky for tome fame before, os it was tho s etson of the rams, 
when, bnt few teaveUers are abroad, end we were eagerly looking for 
bunij 

Timiail and Ganesha, had boon mto Gie twmr and retuniod with 


the jorfnl news that a parte was about to set off towards Indoor 
and that we were to precew them by a rnn-mTi^ nrnl bait when 
OTor wo thought them secure to us, I and aitothor Thug were 
dnreoted to watch their movements, while the ttihtt, body went on. 
The information was coiieot, and we dogged them till tno third or 
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fonrtla irmicli, -wlicn ni> a village, whose nnmo 1 forge! , wo found tho 
hand halted, end rejoined it The party consisied of a icspcctahlo 
man and his wife and ehild an old woman, and some yonng men of 
the village avho accompanied them The man rode a good hoi so, and 
his wife Imvellcd iii a palanheen O’licy wore yonr paicnts, iiccr 
Sahib ’ 

“ Go on,*’ '^aid I m a hoaisc voice , “ my monioiy seems to follow 
yonr nairalion ” 0 sahib’ I was fearfully inleicsted and cvcitcd 

“‘Well ’ eontinncd he “not long after they had arrived, Ismail 
and Ganesha w out mlo tho Inrar, di essed in their best clothes, to 
scrape an acquaintance with jonr fathci, and, as Ismail told ns 
afterwards, this was ellcclcd ihrongh yon Ho saw yon playing in 
tho streets, gave yon some sweetmeats, and afterwards icscried yon 
fiom the violence of some of the Milage boys, who would have rob- 
bed you of them Tins led to his spcalcmg with yonr mother, and 
eventually to his becoming acquainted w ith yonr fathci The end 
of all was, that they agreed to accompany ns, and dismissed the 
yonng men by whom they had been pievionsly attended Docs 
yonr memory <ird yon now, !Mcer Sahib, or shall I finish tho re- 
lation?” 

“It does,” said I, “most vividly ns yon proceed But go on, 
wathont yonr assistance, I lose the thread of my sad history ” He 
resumed 

“Ismail in those days always rode a good liorsc, as also did 
Ganesha Ho grew fond of yon and yon of him, and ho used to 
take yon np before him and carry you most pai b of tlio march, or till 
you hecame fatigneCL This went on for some days, hnt wo were ap- 
proachmg Indoor, and it was necessary to hrmg tho matter to a 
close , besides, onr cupidity was strongly excited by tbo accounts we 
heard from Ismad of yonr father’s wealth, as bo had told him that ho 
earned a large sum of ready money w ith him At last the hhil was 
determmed, — I could show it yon now : it was close to a nver, and, 
before the party had crossed, the jhzinec was given We strangled 
them all Ganesha killed yonr mother, tho old woman w'ns allotted 
to me , Ismail had his share also, and I believe it was yonr father 
Ton had been nding upon Ismail’s horse all the morning, at least 
after the ram had ceased, and when tho jhii nee was given yon were 
half across the nver , T saw yon fall, and as yon did not move aftei - 
wards, I thought you weie killed Ton moved, however, and 
Ganesha ran towards yon he threw the roomal about yonr neck, 
and was m the act of stranghng yon, when Ismail, who had uttered 
a cry of despair on seemg Ganesha’s action, amved just in time to 
prevent his deadly purpose They had a serious quarrel about yon, 
and even drew their swords , but Ismail prevailed, and led you to 
where the bodies were lymg and hemg stnpped by the Inghaees. 
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Ton bocamo fmntio Trlicn jon wnr yonr raolhor j yon clnng to her 
body and conld Imrdly bo tom from it j yon roved and cors^ ns all 
bnt terror overenmo yon at last ond perhaps pain also for yon 
Cuntod* Ismaflt irhcn tho bodies bad been disposed of, and tho 
plnndcr collected, monntod bis borso and tool, yon np boforo him 
and tnmlng off tho road, vro troToltod in another diredion 

“ Host yon over boro that joamoy I know not yon wero a thm 
and dcUcato chfld and vro all said yon wonld dio bnt yon boro it 
well, and srhen tto reached a place m tho jnnglc, I was sent to a 
villago for TnOIc, and you drunk some Uoro again Ismail am) 
Ganoshfl had n second quaircl about yon Ganesua said that yon 
TTOTO too old to adopt, that you would romember all that had Imp* 
poned, and that ho would stronglo yon and tho nbnso that yon 
poured upon him made him still more savngo Again they drew 
thetr swords, and would have fought nbont yon bnt wo pro vented 
thonn 

You wcpo token away by mo to a djstanco I robbed your swollen 
neck, and Ismod ^vo yon a strong doso of oplnin, whicn put yon to 
sleep, and wo again nwnmed onr flight. 

Ganeaha and ho wore never corolal fnonds after that day ; thoj’ 
never ootod m ooncort ogam until, as I heard, in your lost cscpodi 
iion and though thoy preservod on oatwnrd show of avih^ to oaoh 
other thffir hoto wns as strong os over 

“ Tippsn took yon to his home Ho was mamod, but had no 
chUdreu ond as yon grow np and improvod under ha land and 
fotherlr treatment, bo become prood of yon, and used often to say 
to ns tnat ho regrotted your fouiar bad left your sister behind when 
he undertook his fatal lonmey to Indoor 

‘ My cuter I ” cnod I, in an agony of apprehonaton, 

Tes, Moer Sahib your cutor % for one, heard your fhthor say 
that he left her behmd, os she was too young to ho moved. You 
mi^ht get news of bar ot Ekiera if yon over get out of thm curEcd 

Bnt ho now spoto to one beroB of sense — of any feeling save IbnA 
of choking, wimenng blightmg ojtony TVhy did not my heart 
etnngs crook in that moment P lyhy did I live to dmg a load of 
TomoTso with mo to my grove P 

Tot it has oven boon oo I hve and I have borne my misery as 
best I oonld. To moct I appear oahn and choerfol, bnt the wound 
rankles m my heart and could you but know my sufferings, sahib- 
yon would perhaps pity me. Not m tho daytimo is my mind du« 
tnrbed by tho thoughts of the past it u at night, when oil u stin 
around me, and alora falls not upon my weeiy eyehde, tJmf I mo 
again before me the torm of my unfortunato sutcr agam I fency 
my hands busy with her beantifnl neck, and tho vile pieoo of com 
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for -wbicli I killed her seems again in my grasp as I tore it fi’om lier 
warm bosom Salnb, there is no respite from these hideous 
thoughts , if I eat opium — ^which I do m large quantities, to produce 
a temporary obhvion — 1 behold the same scene in the dreams which 
it causes, and it is distorted and exaggerated by the effects of the 
drug Nay, this is worse to bear than the simple reality, to which I 
sometimes become accustomed, until one vision more vivid than its 
predecessors again plunges me into despam of its ever quittmg me 

Sahib, after that fat^ relation, I know not what I did for many 
days I believe I laved, and they thought me mad, but my mmd 
was strong and not to be ovei thrown I recovered, though slowly, 
and again and agam I retraced in my memory the whole of my life 
till that miserable day on which I murdered my sister ' It could 
have been no othei 

I tried m vain to cheat myself into the bebef that it was another , 
but no effort that I made could shake the conviction that it was she. 
My unaccountable recollection of Bklera, the relation of my father’s 
death by the old man there, his almost recognition of me, and, more 
than all, the old and worthless com for which I destroyed hei, and 
which I now remembered perfectly, — all were undemable proofs of 
my crime , and conviction, though I tried to shut it out, entered 
into my soul, and abode there Alla help me, I was a wretched 
bemg > My hair turned grey, my form and strength wasted, and 
any one who had seen me before I listened to the old Thug’s tale 
would not have recognised me two months afterwards A kind of 
burning fever possessed me , my blood felt hot as it coursed through 
my vems , and the night, oh, how I dreaded it ' I never slept except 
by day, when exhausted nature claimed some respite Night after 
mght, for months and months, I either rolled to and fio on my 
miserable pallet, or sat up and rocked myself, groanmg the while m 
remorse and angmsh No other act of my hfe rose up m judgment 
agamst me — none but that one , I tried even to think on others, but 
they passed from my mind as quickly as they entered it, and my 
sister was ever before me 

Yon know the worst, sahib — think or me as you will, I deserve it 
I cannot justify the deed to myself, much less to you , and the only 
consolation I have — that it was the work of fate, of nnerrmg destmy 

^is but a weak one, that gives way before the conviction of my own 
guilt I must bear my curse, I must wither under it I pray for 
death, and as often too pray that I may live, and that my measure of 
punishment may be allotted to me here, that my soul may not burn 
in Jehauum I may now as well brmg my history to a close, to 
the tune when, by acceptmg your boon of Me, I became dead to the 
world 

. My old compamon died in the fourth year of our captivity 

2 I 


I 
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■vTonld fain Imvo hod liim deny the lalo lio lold mo of my fatLcr s 
dcstmctlon, bat bo uonld not j Lo was dpag irbcn I nrgod him to 
do to and Qgmn declared in tbo most Bofemn manner that Trliat ho 
bad Ttlnled ■vras trno in crery porlionlar and again ho referred mo 
to Ganc*ba, my mother s mnrdcror for coniinnntton of tho whole. 

Ho died and I was loft to Bohtadc to utter solitndo wlilch rms 
only brobon by tlio dolly vi»it of my jailer wbo brongbt mo food 
and attended mo daring a ibort wtilL up and down tho pairnge 
This favonr alono had I extorted after those years of mUcry and it 
•was gratofol to mo to itretcb my cramped limb*, and again to feel 
tho pnro nir of henron breathe over my wasted features. 

Tno soTcnth year had half passed tho darogha of tho jail was 
dead or had been removed another snppbod Ins place and somo 
amoboration of my condition cninod. I was romored from the 
lonely coll into ono near wbero I Lad been first confined it wnS 
more Bpamons and airy and people passed to and fro beforo it. I 
nsod to watob tboir motions wilb interest, and tins in somo degreo 
diverted my mind from brooding over tho post 

In tbo twelfth year of my imprisonment tho old lang died, and Lis 
sncccssor tbo bto monoroh ascended tho mnsnnd. Many a hcort 
beat qnicbly and with renewed hope— hope that had almost died 
within tho hearts of thoso wrotehc* who woro immnred within tho 
walls — and of mmo omonc tho rest Wo had heard that it was 
customary to rolcaso all troo had boon sontenecd to porpetoal im 
pnsonment and you can hardly iningino, sahib, tho mtense aano^ 
with which I looked for the tune when the mandate should bo issued 
for our release, or when I shoald no longer daro to hope. 

It came at last after soma days of weary eipootation, tho order 
reached the darogha, and it wus quickly convoyed to mo I was 
brooght forth, the chains were kno^od off my legs and I was free. 
Five rupees were given to me^ and a smt of coarso clothes in place 
of those which hung in rags about my person- After moro than 
twelve weary years I issued from those pnson wuIIb, -wna ogam 
thrown upon the world to seek fortune. 

Bewtiro Meer Sahib, said the darogha, as he presented mo 
with tho money beware of foUowmg your old profession yon aro 
old, yonr blood no longer flows as it used, and what you have been 
yon flhonld forget. Go I follow some peaceful and fortune 

yet umiTn upon yon, 

I thanked bun end departed I roamed through the mty till 
m^t-fsO, and after satisfy mg my hunger at the shop of a bhutteora, 
I beg^ from him shelter for the m^t It was readily granted 
and T lay down and enjoyed the first qmet and rofreshmg sleep I 
had known for years. I arose with the dawn and went for^— 
Trluther I cared not— oil places m the wide world seemed wliVw to 
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me I knew no one, I conld find no one wko knew me in tkat 
large city, and I felt tlie desolation of my condition press keavily 
upon me "Wliat to do, or wkitlier to go, I knew not , but a famt 
kope tliat I migbt discover some of my old associates if I could 
leacb. Bnndelldinnd impelled me to tiavel tbitber 

A cliange m my dress was soon efiected From a kalnndnr fa- 
keer I purchased a kigk felt cap and a chequered garment for a 
small sum , and thus equipped, with a staff m my band, I left the 
city by the north gate, and travelled onwards 

It was as I thought I was never without a meal, though it might 
be of the coarsest food , and when I reached Jhalone, my httle 
stock of money was nearly as large as when I had left Luldinow 
I went dnect to the house of the moolla, for my thoughts were ever 
with my daughter, and my soul yearned to know her fate Alas ^ 
I was disappomted His house was inhabited by another, whom I 
knew not, and all he could tell me was that the old man had gone 
to Dehh, he beheved, some years before, and that he had not heard 
any tidings of him smce I asked after his daughters, but the man 
knew nothing of them, except that one he had adopted had been 
married m Jhalone to a person who resided in a village of the coun- 
try, but of his name or direction he was ignorant 

I turned away fiom the door, — I daied not pass my own, and I 
withdrew to an obscuie part of the town wheie there was a small 
garden m which a fakeer usually resided Him I had known of 
old, he had eaten of my bread and received my alms, and now I was 
his equal He wdl not recognize me, thought I, m tins dress, and 
changed as I am no one knows me , I will seek him, however, and 
if he is as he used to be, I may learn some news of my old friends 
I found the fakeer I sought , old I had left him, he was now 
aged and mfirm , his garden, which he had always kept with scru- 
pulous neatness, was overgrown with weeds and neglected, and he 
had baiely strength remainmg to crawl about the town for the 
small supply of flour or gram which sufficed for his daily wants I 
was much shocked to see Imn thus, and representmg myself to be a 
wandermg kalundur desirous of remainmg m Jhalone, I begged to 
be allowed to reside and share with Inm whatever I got My offer 
was readily accepted, and there I look up my abode, m the hope 
that some wandermg party of Thugs might pass Jhalone, to whom 
I could disclose myself 

Gradually I discovered myself to the old man I led him to speak 
of old tunes and of persons by allusion to whom he must know I 
was a Thug He did not hesitate to speak of them, and m par- 
ticular of myself, whose fate he moumed with such true grief that 
I could control myself no longer , and to his wondering ear I related 
the whole of my adventures, from the time I had been released by 
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tho rnjali^ io tlio pcnod of my fftlnng up my abode TntK him And 
maob had I to licnr from him in Totnni, mncli that distrcawd and 
gnoTcd mo : many of my old compamons ttcto dead othom had 
been Boitod and executed, and hardly ono of tho old leader* of 
Bondolthund Ttoro in tho country or in tho oxcrciso of thoir Toca 
tion noiT leader* had Rpmng np, and ho ipoho in n unu tonus of u 
young -man named Fcrmghca, rrho, -whon I liad last seen him ttu? 
a mcro boy 

hour months passed thus- To ■npport tho old fakocr cs ttcH nn 
mpsolf, I Tra* obliged to pcmmbuUto tho toim daily and I naked 
and rectuved. alms, given in tho meanest portions, m tho placo Trhere 
my hand had orcr been open to the poor A sad cmingo in mr 
fortnne sahib ! yet I boro np agamtt it mth resignation, if not 
with fortitude, hoping for better days and now adventure* 

Now adven tu res. Ameer AJil I exclaimed had not tho punish 
monts you had received turned ymrr heart from Thugoco P 

No, sahib 1 cned tho Thug with fervour why should they P had 
not my heart bccomo hardened by oppression and misery P Thor 
had aroused within mo a spint of xovenTO against tho whole hxnnan 
moo I burned to throw off my wrctchod disgmso and again take to 
tho road — it mattered not whothor os o leader or a subordmato so 
that I could cnco moro bo a Thug Nor was I old true, my beord 
bad become gruxlod and grey and euro bad seamed my countononco 
with many WTinklcs but I was still strong and powerful, and mr 
hands had not foigottcn thoir cunning Four months, I have sain 
had elapsed, and as no Thug* como near Jhalono, I sot off with a 
few rupee* I had eaved fr^ tho produce of my daily alms, for 
Tearee, where I hc^>ed to meet the brahmin astrologer who had so 
matanaHy aided mo m tho tifiiur of tho pearl merchant His sharo 
of that booty hod been duly remitted to him immediately on my 
arrtral at Jlmlone and thou^ I had nercr heard from turn after 
words, yet I felt assnred that the lotlor could not hare miscarried* 

I reached Tearoe after many day* I know that bonds of Thug* 
waro abroad, for I saw their fire-plaocs and Tnartm at many rillngc* 
and upon the roads but I met with nemo, to my disappomtment 
and on my omvnl I hastened at onoe to tho temple, where I found 
the brahmin and, notwithstanding my misfortime*, I was kindly 
nay warmly weloomed. The farahmzn still kept up lim connection 
with Thngs, and I loomed from him to my ^oy that a band, under 
a j ema d ar named Eamdeen, about t w e nty m number had passed 
through the town only the day before, and were on their road to- 
wards the Nerbudda. 

Ton can easily overtake them Mecr ho said " and if 

your old fame as a leader foils in proonnng you a woloome recep- 
tion, a few hnes from me may aid you. And ho wrote a noto to 
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tlie jemadar, infoiming liim avIio I was, and how I had been eon- 
nected with him o£ old. I did not long delay aftei I had reeeived 
it, and agam set off in seal eh of my future eompanions I came up 
T\n.th them on the second day, and waim indeed was the welcome I 
received, one and all were amazed to sec me, nhom they had long 
thought dead I was clothed in decent raiment by them, admitted 
as one of their band, andtieated as a brother Tiuly their kindness 
was refreshing to my almost withered hcait Ramdeen insisted 
that I should take an equal rank with him in the band , and after 
the necessary ceremonies I resumed my loomal, and in a few days 
agam ate the goor of the tupounec 

Sahib, you must by this time be weary of my adventures v ith 
ti avelleis, and I met with none during my connection with Ramdeen’s 
party woitliy of relation "Wo avoided the Company’s tenitoiies 
■and kept to those of Sindia, pcnetiatmg as far as Boorhanpoor, and 
on oui return visiting the shiinc of Oonkar !Manduttee, on the 
rSTerbudda From this latter place we were foitunate in enticing a 
party of pdgiinis, andalaige booty fell mto oui hands at the bottom 
of the Jam G-hat, whither we escoited them on then return to 
Oojem TJpnaids of foui hundred rupees was my share of this * so 
agam you see me mdependent and foi tune smilmg upon me But 
Ramdeen became jealous of me, and of my supeiioi skill and in- 
telligence "We had many quarrels, and at last I left him and deter- 
mmed, with what I had, to travel to the Dukhun, and to seek my 
fortune m the Rizam s country, where I knew that Thuggee still 
flourished unchecked 

But it was fated not to be so My road from where I left Ram- 
deen lay through Saugor, and there I met with my old acquamtance 
■Ganesha, at the head of a small band, apparently m wretched plight 
I could but ill dissemble my feelings of abhorrence at meeting with 
lum , my own misfortunes and history and the tale of my companion 
m imprisonment weie fresh m my recollection, nevertheless I dis- 
guised the dislike I felt, though revenge still rankled m my heart, 
and I would gladly have seized an opportunity to satisfy it Among 
his band was a Thug I had known m former days , he was weary of 
•Ganesha, whose temper was not improved by age, and he advised 
me to put myself at the head of a few men he could pomt out to me 
who would be faithful, and who, he thought, would prove the nucleus 
of a large band, for my name was still fresh in the memory of the 
older Thugs, who would gladly flock to me when they heard I was 
determmed to set up for myself without connection with others And 
he was right ; m a few months I was at the head of forty men , and 
we were foitunate Takmg a new direction we passed through the 
territories of the Rewah Rajah, letuming to our home, which we 
fixed m a village not far from Hmdia, m a wild and unfl equented 
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imot, ■n-hcro tto ircro socuro from trcuchcry and from tho opomtionn 
ngmn*t tho Thnga then being earned on from Saugor 

Two yenrt passed m tliia nmnner and I was content, for I was, 
ns I wished to be, powerful and octirelj employed. Two seasons wo 
went oat and rclnmcd laden with plnndcr and tho name of Ameer 
Al l jns ogam known and feared Anotlier season and it Bhali bo 
my last, said I I had discovered some clno to my danglitcr and 


thou^t (ram idea !) if I could only collcot a few tbonsand rupees, 
that I could daro to seek her to hvo near licr and to abandon Thog 
goo for cTor Why was I thus infatuated P wliat clso could it have 
but that incxorablo fato forbade it P Tlio destiny which had 
boon marked out for mo by Alla I was to fnlfil and I blindly bIt oto 
against it. Tho vam purposes of man nrgo him to purwuo some 
plmntom of liis imagination, which is nover overtaken but which 
leads him on often by smooth paths and bnoyed up by hope, till ho 


is Buddonly precipitated into dcstmction. 

I had planned an expedition, on n larger scalo than over towards 
Oolcntla, and wo hod sworn to Dhownnoo to pay our devotions at her 
shnnes of Dindachnl and Calcutta tho o men s wero favonmhlc and 
wo loft OUT homo in joy and high oxcitrmcmt. And what corod I 


then, though I know that tho English had sot a price of five hnndntd 
npeesnpoamo? Itwas aproof that I wusdr^idodandfcaitd, and 
I ngoicea that Amoor Ah, tho opprcaied and despised for a tnne 
had again emergod from his obMunty and I braved tho danger 
which threatens me. I was a fool for this, yot it was my dostoy 
that impelled mo and of what avaQ would havo been prccautionE, 
even had I token any P I knew that troochery ccmld not roooh me 
where I was, and I trusted to my apporontlT lasting now run of 
good fortune, and to tho emons with which onr ozpcditiaa hn<1 
begun, to esoap© apprehension m tho districts of the Company b 
temtones, whore operations against Thugs were being earned on 
with much success. 


Sanger lay directly in tho route which we proposed taking and it 
was h^ that the greatest danger was to be approhendod. I might 
have avoided it, periiapa, but jutrusted to the celerity and secrecy of 
my movem eut s ibr a few days until we should pnm it and os my 
hemd were nnammons m rerasmg to change the route after it had 
been determined on and sanctioned favoumhie omens, I under 
took to lead them at all horards. We travelled by night therefore, 
and avoided aH largo villsges, resting either m waste spots or near 
miserable hamlets. ITor md we seek for bnnij, — ftia danger was too 
imminent for any time to be lost} and though or two persons 
died by out hands, yot this was rather to enable ns to eat Oib goor 
of the tupounee, and to perform such csremoniei as were anso 
lately necessary for the propitistion of our patroness, out oon* 
sequent success. 
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CONCLUSION 
Pistol — Trust none, 

For oatlis are stra-ws, men’s faitlis aro -wafer-cakes, 

And Hold-fast is the only dog, my duck 
Therefore, Caveto he thy co-onseUor 1 

^ Henry V Act u , Sc 2 

Saitgor, I have said, lay directly m our route, and -we leaclied a 
village close to it on the evening of a day of severe travel We ivere 
fatigued already, hut the to-wn -was now so close to us that we did 
not hesitate to push on, and we arrived at the well-known spot 
shortly after dark Selecting an empty shed m as lonely a part of 
the town as we could, we cooked a hasty meal and lay do-wn, deter- 
mined to rise before da-wn and again pursue o-nr 30umey One of 
our number was set to watch ere we retired to rest, and we depended 
upon him to give us warnmg should any suspicious person be ob- 
served. 

The mght passed, and I arose, roused my followers, and long be- 
fore day had dawned we were beyond the gates of the town “ See,” 
said I to my friend, “ our much-dreaded danger is past , we are now 
agam on our way, and we shall leave this spot at least ten coss be- 
hmd us before noon , beyond that there is nothing to fear, and we 
shall travel with bgbt hearts ” Alas > I spoke as my sanguine hope 
prompted me -to do, but it was not fated to be as we thought 
Again treachery had been at work, and when I conceived I possessed 
a band free from all suspicion, two traitors, as I afterwards heard, 
had already laid a deep plan for my apprehension Of this however 
I will -tell you hereafter , you are now -vnth us on -the load, and you 
see us urgmg our course with the utmost speed 

Already had we lost sight of the -to-wn, and before us was a bioad, 
well-beaten road, which I well remembered , yet I feaied so pubhc a 
route, and determined -to strike off into a bye-path as soon as I could 
see one which diverged m the direction we were gomg We might 
have proceeded a coss or two perhaps, and the day was now begm- 
nmg -to dawn , a nulla was before us a short distance, and as none 
of us had washed before leaving the to-wn, I proposed that we shbuld 
perform our ablutions there, -the better to enable us to sustam the 
latigue of the stage before us. My proposal was agreed to, and when 
wo reached the runmng stream, one and all ungirded then* loms and 
sat do-wn by the water, we had not been engaged thus for moie 
than a few m i nu tes when a sudden rush was made upon us by a 
number of horse and foot soldiers, who must have been lying m wait 
for us on the road we were to travel 

I had left my weapons at some bttle distance from the water, and 
my first impulse was to endeavour to possess myself of them , but m 
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this I -was foiled IVo of raj* own men Uirou tbomsclrca npon n>o 
and held mo, and na I rmnly straggled to free in^H home foot- 
Boldiors soi*cd mo I was tlunwn down and bound Tho uurpnao 
•was not complete A fow of my band drew their swords, and somo 
blows TToro exchanged between them and tho party who had como 
npon ui, and a few of my Thngs were wounded j bnt wo wero nil 
overpowered, and tho whole nflair was conclndod in loss tnno than 
it requires to rolato it only a few of my men esenped. 

Bitterly did I upbraid tho men who hod provented my getting at 
my weapons. Had I but possessed them, Ameer Ab would never 
havo been token olivo I would haro sold my life dearly sahih, and 
sooner tlmn havo bocn sctxcd I would liavo plunged my sword into 
my heart, and endod a life whudi liad no charms for mo, and which 
I only wuhod to prolong to wrook Tcngeanco on mankind, tho source 
of all my misery 

As I roTilod them they mocked and iccrod at me Whero is now 
your joarocy to Cakattn, O Ifcor P said ono j “ behold, tho 
long travel ii saved thee, and thou art rutuming to Sangor to live 
m n fine house and to ke^ oompany with many old fnen^ who oro 
in ii. Tos, mid tho other tho ynnador e day u post, and his 
wit dciortcd him when ho most needs approach tho don of the tiger 
OB if ho would not ho smelt outl TThy didst them como to Saucor 
0 Jemadar ? Hadit thou forgotten tho prtirmso of reward and rreo 
pardon which was offered for thy opprcbcnsion ? Truly wo havo 
uono a good deed " stud ho to the olhor and the Sahib-logue will 
bo plcaawi with u». 

Bat their idle talk was silanccd by tho lender of tho party who 
warned them to be careful, and not to boost, lest their oipcotations 
should not be realized and they sbrank behind, unnblo to bear tho 
glances of soom and contempt wnut wore cast on them by nil ly 
oZZ, I say for oveu the ooldiers who bad seiied ns cursed tuo mean* 
of their success for having been trcncherous and unfaithful to the 
B&lt they had oaten. 

And thus, in bitter agony of spmt, and mdulging vain regrets at 


my senseless imprudenoo m improaolung Sougor they led me^ bound 
and guarded, ly tho road I had just travelled, freo then as the 
mo rning hre^ which playod on me. Fop the third tune I was a 
prisoner and now I saw no hope I had retained some on ffifh of 
the former ocoosions, but it nil vanished now Tben I was young 
and a young heart is always buiTunt and self-comfbrtmg but the 
fire of my spirit had long been quenched, fintl it was only m tho 
wild axatement of a hfe oi contmual advoature and unrestrained 
freedom, when I resembled what I had formeriy hem, that it re- 
kindled within me. Death too was now before me for I knew the 
Inciaiablo laws of tho Enropeons, and that no meroy was shown to 
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Tlmgs of any grade, — liow mucli less to me for -wliom a reward bad 
been offered ' It was a bitter thought I shonld be hnng, — hnng 
like a dog, — who onght to have died on a battle-field > thci e death 
would have been sweet, and followed by an everlasting paradise 
Alas ’ even this hope deserted me now, and I felt that the load of 
crime with which my soul was oppressed would weigh me down into 
hell 

Who can describe the myriad thoughts which crowd mto the heart 
at such a moment ^ One by one they hurry m, each striving to 
displace the foregomg — none staymg for an mstant, — till the brain 
leels under the coiffusion It was thus with me I walked 
mechamcally, surrounded by the soldiers, vainly striving to collect 
my wandermg senses to sustain mo m tho coming scene, the scene 
of death, for I venly behoved I should be led to instant execution 
why shonld the mockery of a tnal be given to one so steeped m 
crime as I was ^ 

A short time after our arrival at the town, I was conducted, closely 
guarded, to the officer who was employed by tho English Govern- 
ment to apprehend Thugs A tall, noble-looking person he was, 
and from the severe glance he cast on me I thought my hour was 
come, and that ere night I should cease to exist I had prepared 
myself however for the woist, I saw no pity m his stern counten- 
ance, and I confess I trembled when he adffiessed me 

“ So, you are Ameei Ah, Jemadar,” said he, “ and at last yon are 
m my power , know you aught of the accusations agamst you, and 
wherefore you are here ? Read them,” he contmued to an attendant 
moonshee, “ read the list which has lieen drawn up , yonder villain 
looks as though he would deny them ” 

The man unfolded a loll ot paper written m Persian, and read a 
catalogue of crime, of mm'ders, eveiy one of which I knew to be 
true ; a faithful recoi d it was of my past life^ with but few omissions 
Alla .defend me ’ thought I, there is no hope , yet still I put a bold 
face on the matter 

“ The proof, Sahib Bahadur,” said I, “you Enghsh are praised 
for your justice , and, long as that hst is of cranes I never before 
heard of, you wiU not deny me fair hearmg and the justice you give 
to thousands ” 

“ Surely not , whatever your crimes may be, do not fear that 
your case shall be mquired mto Call the approvers,” said he to an 
attendant , “ brmg them m one by one, and the jemadar shall hear 
what they have told me about him ” 

The first man who entered was an old associate of mine m former 
days, before my misfortunes commenced he had been with me m 
the expedition just before my father had been put to death by the 
rajah of Jhalone, which I have mmutely described to you , and 
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ho related tho ■whole from iho mtinlcT of iho moonnhoo and hw 
child down to iho last oront Iho dcrtmclion of tho pearl merchanL 
Hi 5 story took a long timo in rolatiog end tho wholo was so fresh 
in my rcooUcoUon, and ho was so emet and tmo in iU details, that 
I could not answer a word nor put a single question to sbaho hia 
testimony In conclusion ho nnorred tho olEccr to tho mjah of 
Jhalono for corroboration of tho whole and ho appealed to mo to 
doolaro Trhothcr aught ho hod said was false Kob only ' said he 
do yon know Mocr Sahib that it is all true, hat thcro aro others 
as well as myself who con speak to these facts and know, more- 
over that many grarct haro been opened, and tho remains of yonr 
victims have been disinterred.” 

‘ Say voun es woU os mine I repbod, thrown completely oIT my 
guard at last, and nolUed by tho empuasts ho had placed on tho Tvords 
* yonr victunt. Ton hod os ranch to do with therm as mj^clf 
besides, did yon not aid that riltain Ganesha wLon I wonlcf hnvo 
saved tho child of tho moonshco ? 

” Ho hoi confessod I cned many roicee 
SHoneo 1" said tho officer lot no ono daro to speoL Do yon 
knew ioncer Ah, •what tou havo said P Aro yon awnxo that yon 
have admitted you aro a Tliog P” 

It IS nscless now to attempt to rocoU mr words,” said I dog 
gedly make tho most of them, for after this yon shall wring no 
morofrommo no, not by tho most horrible tortures yon can mfliot.” 

The exammafaon, howorer proceeded. Otbers ■were bro^ht for 
■ward who had known mo or been connected •mth mo in ffhnggcc, 
and at last those who had earned the reword of the Gorommont by 
betraying me. They had boon aswxnaled -with me for the last two 
yoon, and they related what I had done and whero the bodies of 
the mnrdered wnro lymg After this was fimshnd and ell tho do- 
pofiihons recorded, I was remandod to prison aM the bettor to se- 
cuTB me, 1 1708 not only loaded with irems, but confined in a cey by 
myself. 

After many days, which elapsed withoot my being sent for and 
when I had conohided that lalo was deeded, the moonshe© whom 
I had seen in tho court, -with a jemadar of NDjeob e and two of tho 
approvers, oamo to me. 

Ameer Ah, said tho first, **we are sent by tho Pahfb Bahadur 
to tell you of your fate. 

“I can guess it, said I — I am to suffer with the rat. WeD I 
many a good Thug has thus died before me, and you shall see that 
Ameer Ali fears not death.” 

**^ou have guessed rightly said the moonshoe, there is no 
hope for you your final trial will oome on m a day or two, ■tu? 
there is such an array of facta agamst you, and tho aooounts from 
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the rajah of Jhalone so entirely agree with the statements of all the 
approvers, that it is impossible you can escape death , oi if yon do- 
escape it, nothing can save yon from the Kala Panee ” 

“ Death ' ” cued I, “ death at once * Ah, Moonshee ^ yon have 
influence with my judges, you can prevent my being sent away over 
the far sea, never to behold my country moie, and to linger out the 
remnant of my days m a strange land, condemned to woik in irons 
These hands have never been used to labom’ , how shall I endure 
it ? Death is indeed welcome, compared with the Kala Panee ” 

“ But why should it bo either, Sleer Sahib ?” asked the jemadai 
“ your life or death is in your own hands • these men will tell you 
how they are treated by the master they serve, and you may be like 
them if you are wise.” 

“ Never ’ ” cried I ; “ never shall it bo said of Ameer Ah that he 
betrayed an associate ” 

“ Listen, Kumbnkht ' ” said the moonshee , “ we are not come to 
use entreakes to one who deserves to die a thousand deaths, to one- 
whose name is a -terror to the country ; you are in our power, and 
there is no averting yom* fate : an alternative is offered, which you 
may accept or not as yon please, no force is used, no arguments 
shall be wasted on you Say at once, will you live and become an 
approver like the rest, — ^have good clothes to wear and food to eat, 
and be treated with consideration, — or will you die the death of a 
dog? Speak, my time is precious, and I have no orders to bandy 
words with you ” 

“Accept the terms. Ameer Ali,” said both the approvers, “do 
not be a fool, and throw your last chance of life away ' ” 

I mused for a moment . what was life to me ? should it ever bo 
said that Ameer Ah had become a traitor, and, for the sake of a 
daily pit-tance of food and the boon of life, had abandoned his pro- 
fession and assisted -to suppress it? No, I would die first, and I 
told them so “ Begone *” said I , “ -take this message "to your em- 
ployer, — ^that the so^ of Ameer Ah is too proud to accept his offer,, 
and that he scorns it Death has no teiTors for him, yet shame, 
everlastmg shame has ’ ” 

They left me, and I mused over my lot I was "to die , that waa 
deternrmed Did I fear death ? not at first I looked at the trans- 
ition as one that would lead me to eternal joys, to paradise, to my 
father and Azeema But as I thought again and again, other re- 
flections crowded on my spirit : I was -to die, but how ? not like a 
man or a soldier, but like a miserable thief, the scorn of thousands 
who would exult m my dymg struggles ; and then I remembered 
those of the wretch who had been hung before my eyes when 
Bhudrmath was -with me, and I pictured to myself the agony he 
must have suffered ere life was extinct — -the shame of the death — 
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tho igTJOituny ttLicIi ttooU never leavo iny inoraoTj" All these 
■weighed heavily on nic. On tho other Imnd was life— one of ecrvi 
tndo it Was trnc, bnt still it •was life j I shonld bo protcclod and I 
might onco more perhaps bo free if the Enropcans relented towards 
mo, and I did them faithful somcc. 

Thus I debated with myself for many days At lost I was •warned 
that my tn^ ■would come on tho noort day j it "was clearly tho cnsis 
of my fate, and, I mast oonfoss it, the fear of tho homhlo deoth of 
hanging tho dread of tho Kata Panct^ and tho ndneo of tho moon 
ehco consod my rcsolnllona of dying -with tho rest to giro way to a 
desire of bfo. Gancslia, too, crossed my thoughts ; I can rcTOngo 
myself now thought I, and lus death will not he at my door I 
know too how earnestly lils capturowaa desired, and that I alone 
oould toll where ho was to bo found, and of hts probabb lurking 
places, in coso ho ever escaped from ns. lly dotcrmumtion was 
mado, and I requested that tho moonshco who Lnd formerly spoken 
with, mo on tho snhjcct might bo sent for Ho enmo, and I told 
him at once thgt I •was wiuicg to accept tho oltornativo ho had 
ofTored- 

Ah I you speak liko a wiso man now said he, “and if you oxert 
ymirself in tho semco you havo cmbnicod, end prove yonraelf faith 
lol and trustworthy you may roly n^n it indulgencos, as Ihr as can 
be granted to a person in your oondiuon, will bo allowed liyim here- 
after j but you must first dofcrvo them, for with tho Europeans 
nothing goes by favour ” 

I urn ready I replied, “point out what I am to do, and you 
will find that Ameer Ah con be true to the salt he cats. 

“ Then come it is still early and I •will tako you at onco to tho 
oonrt, there you -will receive your mstructians.” 

My prison irons ■wore struck oBT and a light steel rod ■with a nng 
attachedto it fastened about my ngbt leg, so it left mo at perfect 
Hberfy to -walk but not to run, 1 was duly admitted as an ap- 
prover under the threat of mstantciecution m ease I ever neglects 
my dut^ failed to give information where I really possessed it, or 
nimsed on Tray Sp.9 ffC‘ 2 i£^e!!Ce Trhtch ivsd hees ta .emv 

“ Know you aught of GaneshaP «ud the officer to me. 

‘I do Sahib Bahadur ” I rephed, I know hrm -well you have 
-ofiered a reward for iiiTn as you did for and vet you tnow not 
that even at this moment he is •within a few coss oi Sangor 

“ Can you guide my people to him P he asked. * Kemember 
this IS the first matter with wlnbh you are entrusted, and I need not 
say that I require you to •use your ntmostmtelhgenco in it. Ganesha 
IS wary, ana has hitherto eroded every attempt ■which has been 
made to apprehend him. 

“ I will •undertake it, I wrclamied. * It is possible he does not 
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kno-w of my capture , and if you -will give me six of your otto, men, 
I -will disguise tliem, and pledge myself to brmg him to you , and 
not only tnm, but Himmut, -who is, I know, -witb bim ” 

“ Ha ' ” cned tbe officer, “ Himmut also > be is as bad as tbe 
other ” 

“ He IS as good a Thug,” I rephed, and moie cannot be said 
But ive lose time , select your men, let them be the bravest and most 
active you have — their "weapons may be needed I -will too ask you 
for a sword * 

“Impossible,” said he; “you must go as you are , what if you 
were to lead my men into destruction ?” 

I drew myself up proudly “ Trust me or not as you will, — • 
Ameer Ah is no bar, no deceitful villam to the cause he serves 
Trust me, and you make me doubly true to your mterests , doubt 
me, and I may doubt you ” 

“ Thou speakest boldly,” said he, “ and I wiU ti nst thee Let him 
have his own weapon,” he added to an attendant. “ And now you 
must begone early, A m per Ah , the men await you without ” 

“ This mstant, — food shall not pass my lips tiU I have taken 
Ganesha ” 

I left hun I found the men, six resolute-looking fellows, well 
armed , I stripped them of their badges of office, and made them 
throw dust on them garments so that it should appear they had 
travelled far The iron on my leg I secured so that it should make 
no noise, and not be visible under my trousers • and I put the party 
in motion 

It was nearly evemng, and avoiding the town I struck at once mto- 
the open country “ If we travel well,” said I to the men, “ we may 
be up with him by midnight ” 

“AVlieie IS he ?” asked the leader of the band 

“At , he hves with the patel theie, and passes for a Hindoo 

fakeer.” 

“By Gunga' I have seen him then,” rejomed the fellow, “he is 
tall, and squmts, does he not ?” 

“ That IS the man,” said I , “ you would hardly have thought of 
looking for him so near you ^ ” 

“Ho, indeed* had we known it we might have captured him u 
week ago ” 

“ How you are sure of him,” said I , “but we must be wary ^tV^ill 
you trust me ^ ” 

“ I will, but beware how you attempt to escape or mislead me ” 

“ I have a heavy reckonmg to settle with Ganesha — he murdered 
my mother * ” w as my only i cply, 

W e leached the village m the veiy dead of mght , everything was 
still, and it was peifectly daik, which aided my purpose, for my 
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companion a faco could not bo dhtingnuhcd, and mj' otm npproacli 
to tno patol s Loujm) TTOuld not bo iioticcd> Nott, fcaid I to tbo 
Knjcob ” jou alono muit accomnany mo let the rest of yonr moo 
stay boro I thTI bnuff Gonoalin Jiero, and then you must tnnd Iiim 
Do you fear mo P (mr be appeared irresolulo) ' nay, then, I 'Kill 
go alono and toll your juaalcr that yo nro cownidi.’ 

“ That 17111 not do oithor ” ened Uio man “ I muet not let you out 
of my Right my orders arc positiro no go I must And if I do 
not return, said bo tobiR assocmlca, do you moio tbo best of your 
iray to Saugor alone and Ray that I am murdered. 

I laughed ^Tlicroia no fear said I m half an hour or Icsfl 
Tvo Bhail return } nro you ready ? 

“ I am Mccr Sabib lead on and remember that my Rirord is 
loose in tho scabbard. I may dio bot tbon slmlt also 
Fool ! said I cannot tou trust mo P 
Not yet, ho replied 1 may do so borcaftcr 

" Bomember I continued, that you are noithor to gpenU to 
Gauesha nor tho other if ho it bore. I iriH get them out of tho 
house after that look well to your ircapons. If they attempt to 
escape, or show suspicion of our real ormnd, fall on Huamut wnon I 
usl you how for it IS to Saugor Icaro mo to deal with Ganesha — 
wo oro trro to two and Ganesha is a bettor swordsman than tho 
other You wiH remombor this. 

“ I win, ho replied I will slick ly you—I fear not now for I 
aco yon nro tuthfoL 

A few more steps brought mo to tho patol s honso, and I called 
for him ly name. ** Jeswunt I Joswunt f rouse yourself and come 
out, man. Tbon tnowest who I am " I spoko m Hamasoc, which I 
know ho understood He answered mo from within, and soon after 
I beard tho bars and bolts of his door remored, and ho ramo forth 
wrapped in a sheet. ** Who calls me, he asked. 

JOur friend Amocr All," I ropbed where is Ganesha P ” 
AiJoey, withm why do you oat P" 

“ And HmiTn iit P 

‘Asleep also what do yo want with either P and what brings you 
here, IXeer Sahib, so late or so early which you plpagft P wo thought 
you were half way to Calcutta. 

“Ah, said I, that matter has boen given up the Niyeebs were 
cut, and there was risk. But go and rouse Ganesha, I have some 
work in hand for hun, and have no famn to lose it must be finished 
by dayhght. 

I nnderstand,” said the patol, some buny eh P ” 

Do not s t a nd chattering there or your stare may be forgotten, 
Pateljeo bnng Ganesha to m^—or tell him I am here, he come 
fest enough.” 
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He Tvent m “ How bo ready > '* said I to tlio Hnjeeb , “ do as I 
do, and remember tbc signal ” 

Ibeaid tbe patel awaken Gancsba, I beard ilio giowling tones 
of bis voice as be fiisfc abused bim for rousing luin, and afterwards 
bis eager question, “ Ameer All boio ! ai Bbowance, wbat can bo 
reqnue of mo?” At length bis gaunt figure appeared at tbc door- 
way Ta Alia ' bow my heart bounded within me, and then sick- 
ened, so intense was my excitement on beholding him 

“ "Where art thou, Ameer Ali ? ” said bo , “I can see nought in 
tins acemsed daikness ” 

“Here,” said I, “ you wdl see well enough by-and-by when your 
eye is accustomed to it Give mo your band , now descend tbe step , 
that IS right ” Wo embiaccd each other 

“ Are yon ready foi w oik I asked, “ I have only two men with 

me, and we have picked up some bumj , there will bo good spoil too if 
you will 30m ns, — alone wo can do nothing, there are four of them ” 
“Where?” he asked 

“Tender, in the lane , I have pretended to come for fire ” 

“ "Who IS that with you ? ” 

“ A friend , no fear of him, he is one of us ” 

“ Does he speak Ramasec ^ ” 

“ Hot yet,” said I, “ ho is a new hand, but a prormsmg one ; but 
where is Hunmut P ” 

“Within, snormg there, you may even hcai him wait for me a 
moment, I will go for my sword and shoes, and rouse him up Four 
men you said, and we are five , enough, by Bhowanee ’ we will share 
the spoil ” 

“ Before you are two houis older , be quick, or they may suspect 
me ” 

He went m, and returned m a short tune fully eqmpped , Him- 
mut accompamed him, and we exchanged salutations 
“ How, come along,” said I, “ there is no time to lose ” 

“ Hark ye * ” said Ganesha, “ there is a well m yonder lane, will 
that do for the bhil?” 

I rephed, “yon wdl see the men directly ” Soon 
after i had spoken we approached our party. 

“ WTio goes there ?” cned one of them 
“ A friend — Ameei Ah ' ” 

. right,” was the reply, and in another mstant we had 

joined them 

There aie your men, seize them cned I, throwing myself upon 
H an esiia with such violence that we fell to the ground together, 
Btiugghng mth deadly hate , but two of the Hujeebs came to my 
aid, 3ust as Ganesha had succeeded m drawing a small dagger ho 
wore in his girdle, and as I had fortunately seized his hand. 
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‘ Bmd him homl ond foot wild I diwigaging myself from him, 
‘ and gng him or ho may alarm tlio villogo hia ones Tliis'wni 
done, and ho 'mis dimrmcd i a cloth tied ronnd hl^ moath bo 
that ho ccrald not Bpeah, and ^ hurried our pnsonon along as Cist 
01 fho darkncBS nnd tho ronghnesa of tho rooa uxmld allow 

Nono of ns spoke nor was it till tho day liad folly dawned that I 
Joolmd upon Gancslio then out eyes mot, and tho fnnons expression 
of hia huM I shall noror forget. Toko tho gng from his month ” 
said I to one of tho Nnjeobs let him speak if ho wishes." It was 
done. 

' You arc revenged at last, Ameer All, ho said mar my cnrrcs 
clcavo to you for ever nnd tho oarscs of Dhowanco foil on you for 
tho destruction of her votary ! Hay tho taJt yon cat bo bitter in 
yonr month, and your food poiBon to you I 

^ Amcon ! said L You havo spoLon liko Gancslia. I am in 
deed revenged, bat tho debt is not paid yet — tho debt yon owe mo 
for my mother a life Dov31 yon mnrdorcd bor 

Ay and woald have mnnlcrod yon, when yon were a weak 
puling child, but for that fool Ismafl ho mot his fate howovor and 
yours 18 yet m storo for voxl 

“ You iriU not SCO it, ^ said I “ aud -when I behold you bung up 
like o dog I shall bo bappr " 

“Peoool cxclaunod tbo leader of the bnjeebs why do yon 
wute words on him. Ameer Ah P 

Decauso I am glutting mv soul with his snnenD^ I answered 
“and, had I my I would stand by and taunt him till tho hour 
of bis death. Did bo not murder my mother P and if he bad not, 
should I havo murdered my sister P Havo I not cause for deep and 
deadly hateP Yet I will bo silent now 

"Wo reached Bangor and the delight with which tho officer rc- 
omred Ganosha from my hands coula not ho conccnled. “ A deep 
blow has boen struck nt Thngffeo in tho capture of thig vTIlnin, said 
ho and thou hast done thy duty well. Ameer A1i. 

5'Tom that hour I rose in his confidence and oshmahon, nnd I 
have nerar forfeited it 

Ganeshn a trial came on, and I was the prmcipol witness against 
him. I told all I know of the murdor* ho had oommitted, and 
others corroborated my Btatements m tbo fullest mnnner He was 
sentenced to die 

In vam was it that I entreated to see him before his execution I 
wanted to taunt him with his fot^ ami to embitter his last hours, if 
anything I oould have said might have done so. It was demed me 
the officer knew of my purpose, and was too hunmna to allow it. 
But I saw h im die— him an d twen^ others— all at the *ftTT>ft moment. 
He saw me too and cursed me, but his curses were impotent. They 
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all ascended the fatal drop together, refused the polluting touch of 
the hangman, adjusted the ropes round their own necks, and, ex- 
claiming, “ Victory to Bhowanee • ” seized each other’s hands, and 
leaped fiom the platform onto eternity I -watched Ganesha, and I 
joyed to see that his struggles -were protracted heyond those of the 
others I was satisfied, — ^he had paid the debt he owed me 

And now, sahih, after this event, my life became one of dull 
routme and inactivity One by one I tracked and apprehended my 
old associates, till none of them remamed at large The usefulness 
of my hfe to you has passed away, and all that I can do is at times 
to relate the details of some affair I may either have witnessed or 
heard fiom others Why should I hve ^ is a question I often ask 
myself, why should an existence be contmued to me in which I 
have no enjoyment, no pleasure, no care, not even griefs* I have re- 
morse but for one act, and that will never leave me Yet I must 
support it untd AUa pleases to send the angel to loose the cord 
which binds my life to the clay it inhabits 

I used often to thmk on my daughter, but her too I have almost 
forgotten, yet I should not say forgotten, for I love her with a 
parent’s affection, which will last to the latest moment of my exis- 
tence But she is happy, and why should she know of me ^ 

I fear that I have often weaned you by the minute relation of 
my history , but I have told all, nor concealed from you one thought, 
one feelmg, much less any act which at this distance of time I can 
remember Possibly, you may have recorded what may prove f ear- 
fully inteiesting to your friends If it be so, your end is answered 
you have given a faithful portrait of a Thug’s life, his ceremomes, 
and hiB acts , whilst I am proud that the world will know of the 
deeds and adventures of Ameer Ah, the Thug, 
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A- 

AflG) ptrr % nn »cr«Ti. 

AJAib vondtrfoL 

AllamUtbar OoU I* Tirtorlocn 1 

Allak*fti Ood prot«t JOB 1 

AU* kM foodrut the powrr of Ood I 

Awuen amro- 

Auloct ut depict go^d. 

Ailayfet a 

Ammit, an iDUodast — eoremor 
B 

Barffc AJta, palM to Ood t 
BakAdttr TalUnt. 

Itcmmitt eoolc. 

D{ ha TbBC Rra o-dlgjyr 
DkdM PdaiUw bfotbar bring Pin | A 
Thog algoal. 

Tifo of Sha, tba <dcjlrej( 
1 b Hindoo ajtlntog; 

Bkng A tvoptnUos of b«isp l««Te«. 
Shtns*t a trwpgf 
BkMUiiu atooog Tboga lha ftrangl«r 
fating bo«i« kwpet. 

Hindoo app«naluio for Ood 
BJtjrToepfOJ flom>e aetora. 

Bocrla, a tbiek t«iL 
Bu ij Um Thag detlgoalkm for tIc 
tuna. 

BnacMi abukiter 
Burrd/t a earpentar 

0 

ChAr Jlindr the fbor mlniteta, a 
noble boildlpg at Hyderabad. 

Cdn tro roQca. 

Ohoicm tha pablie ball of a tovn or 
TiBtge 

Oiaop be aflant 1 

B 

Ddoeo a daooH, — gang robber 
BifU, bcdled pnlae- 
Bifrea, Tide Dbowanee. 

Docd* JJm a, reception roonr. 

Dh4r Hindoo otlcm oaate. 

DkAb^e^ Taabenntn. 

Dkdtea, a valat-gaimanb 


Doof|r a light palankeen- 
DnjTodar a frabalwm rffleer 
Dasi^ a large tatnbonnne. 

Dai/di a broker 
Durldr eoort amablj 
Pwrpak aafatine 
DvTT^ka fnpeTlntnidant. 

Ihiidra A Hindoo featiral. 

P 

Fotw rebgirma roendlcaot. 
franttft the Freocb- 
Pcnn/jW Fraalc, a term for Earn- 
pfam. 

0 

<7diuf an aboriginal tnba 
Geor raw ngar ncdaj ee 
Oooroo a rebgtona traebfr 
f7or/jra, a mak profeanoail alnger 

n 

/TdHet. rnlet gwemot 

//ociu« ondar dimtlon. 

ffocnJtt bin of exchange 

Jl iecec pbyndan- 

ffeficda/ confeetiocer 

Burdjchl adraaetd guanl of an annj 

1 

ItuhaUa, pleaee Ood I 
Ir mteiM tt rwk/rai ILa moat clem 
ml and mereifal I 

J 

Jftamnw, helL 
Jmador anriflleeT a earitalo 
JIunee the TLog rignal lo mnrJer 
Jlmt gtnh. 

Ja-hooint a ordered. 

Jmcamf large millet. JJobrsi *»r 

f*tm. 

J frybee a kind of nrertmeat. 

Jttnn Hirw^firt eacred tb rad. 

/Mvdn, ajoiitb applied to eoldlere 

K. 

AT bobr plecea of meat dretsed oo 
ikewtra. 
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Ka fir, Tmbohc\ er 
Kftid pdnfc, Ibo spn 
Kdlcc, Tide Bbovranco 
Kdzcc, a law ofTicer, ajndgo 
Khdnuvi, a khan’s wife 
Khdyct, a caste of Hindoos, nsualh 
clerks 

Khidimitqar, personal servant 
IClmda, God 
JOiddawnnd, my lord 
Khooh, good I capital 1 
Ktchercc, rice and pnlso dressed to- 
gether 

Kdrla, a whip 
Kdtical, town magistrate 
Kuhool-hooa, it is accepted 
Kulundur, a sect of Mahomcdan men- 
dicants 

Kuvibulht, unfortunate, miserable, 

L 

Ldhdr, a blacksmith 
Ldta, a small dnnknng vessel 
Lubhur, a division of Pindharees 
Lvghdecs, those of the Thugs who bury 
the dead 

M 

Madressa, a college 
Mahdl, palace, private apartments 
Mdnq, the lowest caste of Hindoos 
Mdslialla, praise be to God 1 
Jlfeca, a term of endearment for a boy 
Mohonim, a Mahomedan festival 
Moolla, a Mahomedan pnest 
Moondlib, hymns sung in the Mo- 
homm 

Moonshee, teacher, secretary 
Muddree fakcers, a sect of Mahomedan 
mendicants 

Miintra, an moantation, charm 
Min seea, Mohornm hymn. 

Mutsiiddee, a clerk 

N 

Nagdras, large drums 
Namdz, daily prayer 
Namurd, coward 

Nanul shdee, a class of mendicants 

Nardyun, Hmdoo appellation for God 

Nika, a form of marriage 

Ntshdn burddr, standard-bearer 

Nnjeebs, police 

Nuioomee, an astrologer 

Nulla, a watercourse 
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Nujcdh, nobleman, nabob, 

Nuzzitr, present, offering, 

B 

Pdn, betel-leaf 
PdU, nil open tent 
PatCl, head ofliccr of a village 
Pccr-o-Moor’ilnd, hi saint and teacher 
A respectful snlnfation 
Pergunun, n country 
PuUa valla, gram porter 
Pundit, a learned Hindoo 
Pttnjah, n hand — emblematic of the 
Creator 

Pumth-i-Khdda, protection of God. 
Ptntuh, protection 
Purrat banh, a man tiger 
Puthun, a tribe of Mahomedans 

Q 

Qu^rut, gymnastic cvcrcise. 

Qoodrut, power, abihty, 

R 

Ramd<iec, the Tiings’ slang dialect 
Pokunca, a professional trcasnre-car- 
ner * 

Roomdl, a handkerchief — nsed by Thugs 
to signify their strangling cloth 
Roostum, a valiant Persian hero 

B. 

Sdccs, a groom 
Sulnb, sir 

bdJnb-zudah, son, nsed in a rcspcctfi.l 
sense 

Sdlnb-logne, English gentlemen 
Saldm Alcikoom, salutation and peace ' 
Sahoukdr, hanker or mcichaut 
Sdqcc, cup bearer 
Sunngliec Indian violin 
Seer, a weight of two pounds 
Sdihjcc, seth, a meichant, jee, a 
respcctfnl termination 
Scin or Syn, title of a rehgious mendi- 
cant 

Shah bdsh, bravo ! well done 1 
Shitdn or Shytdn, the devil 
Shookr, tbanks 
Sikhs, a tribe of Hindoos. 

Sitdr, Indian guitar 
Sdtha, among Thugs, the inveigler 
Syud, a sect of Maboniedans who claim 
descent from Mahomed. 
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etc 
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Ulkumd «/ {Ih prftU« be to Octd I 
Umbdra ft tcftt tor aa elft* 

pbftat ■ bvL 
Ongrii tbe LogUjlu 
^V 
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BAKER, Sir She) Sion, Ba>i — The Laws relating to Quarantine. 
Crown Svo, I2x 6d 

BALDWIN, Capt y //—The Large and Small Game of 
Bengal and the North-Western Provinces of India 
With 20 Illustrations. New and Cheaper Edition Small 4to, 
lox 6d 

B ALLIN, Ada S and F L — A Hebrew Grammar With 
Exercises selected from the Bible Croivn 8^ o, yx 6d 

BARCLA y, Edgar — Mountain Life in Algeria. With numerous 
Illustrations by Photogravure Ciown 4to, i6x 

BARLOW, yaines H — Tlie Ultimatum of Pessimism. An 
Ethical Study. Demy Svo, 6x, 

BARNES, William — Outlines of Redecraft (Logic), Witli 
English Wording Crowm Svo, 3x. 
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UAUK r-rJuuni Dr Piu—K PhllologiwU Introclucllon to 
Grook nnd I-ntin for StodonU. TraruUtcd aod adapted 
from the Gcnnan by C. KrCA^ Taol, M A>, «jkJ L. D 
STOxr M A- Third EditloQ. Crown Sni 6/ 

BELLARS Rev If —The Testimony of Consclonco to tho 
Truth and Dl\lnQ Origin of tlio Christian Rovcla- 
tlom Bemey Prize LM«y Small crown Sv-o jr CA 

BEZXASIS /jjownf — Tho Money Jar of PJaulus nt tho 
Oratory School An Accoont of the Kecrot Ilqw<cnUtion. 
MTth AppendK and l6 Illaitmloni. Small 4to a«cd, or 

BEILJ\G!I4V I/tnrx 1/ /»—Soclol Aspects of Catholicism 
and Protestantism In tholr Civil Bearing upon 
Nations. TmnilateJ and adapted from the French of ^I le 
lUcot DC ICAULLE\Ttlx. With a Preface br Hh Eminercc 
CARortAt MA^'1l^a■ Second and Cheaper Lditkm. Crosn 
Sto, y CJ 

PELLlhGUAM II Belukct Grahtm — Tips and Downs of 
Spanish Travel Second Edition Croan8ro5/ 

PER V 4//rti/ fl —The Greek PhUosophons. a vols. Demy 
Sto, %i 

EE/IT 7 TlftwVnr— <lenoa I How the RqmbTtc Rose and Fell 
With i8 Dlostraliooi. Demy Sre, iSz. 

Bible Folk-Lore A Study in ComparatlTe Mythology Crown Sro 
tor 6d. 

BIRD dtriti /"CJ— Higher Education In Gortnany and 
England Cetne a orlef Practical Account of the Orraniratlon 
and Larrkalam oT the Gcnnan Higher Sohoohu WiSi critical 
Remarha and SaggaUooa with refanice to tboae of Ei^tand. 
Small crown Sto, j 6<i 

BLACKLEG Rev fF J —Kssays on Paui)erism. iGmo. Clolh, 
lA 6^ ; sewed, it 

Socrates and tho Athenians > AnApokry 
Crown Sto Zr 6t/ 

BZOOJIEIEZJ? TieLatfy — Reminiscences of Court and Dip- 
lomatic Idfo New nod Cheaper Edit km. With Frootbpiece. 
Crown Sto 6r 

BLUNT 7Tu Vett ArxLiMemt — The Divine Patriot nnd other 
Sermons. Preacbed la Scarborough and In Crmf r. hew 
and Cheaper Edition. Crown Sto 4/ 6/ 

BLUVT 'iVt^rtd S . — The Future of lelam. Crown Sro, 6a 

BODDY Alexander A —To Hinlrwfin tho Holy Sceftes in 
Mohammedan AIjwl With Routo Map end eight IlIastratioT^ 
by A. F JACASSEY Crown Sto, 6r 

J/Jo7—Symballoal Methods of Study CrownSro,5r 
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BOUVERIE-PVSEY, S E B — Permanence and Evolution. 
An Inquiry into the Supjiosed Mutability of An.mal Tj-pes 
CrowTi 8vo, 5J- 

BOWEN, H C,, M A — Studies in English. For the use of iMoclem 
Schools Seventh Thousand. Small crown o, i j 6(/ 

English Grammar for Beginners Fcap S\o, u 

Simple English Poems English Literature for Junior Classes 
In four parts Paits I., II , and III , each Part IV, is 
Complete, 31- 

BRADLEY, F H — The Principles of Logic Demy S\o, i6j 

BRIDGETT, Rez> T E — History of the Holy Eucharist in 
Great Britain. 2aols DcmySro, i8y 

BRODRICK, ihe IIou G C — Political Studies Deni} S\o, 141- 

BROOKE, Rev S A — Life and Letters of the Late Rev. E W 
Robertson, M A Edited by 

I Uniform with Robertson’s Sermons 2 vols With Steel 
Portrait 'js 6 d 

II Library Edition With Poi trait 8\o, 

III A Popular Edition In i vol , Sro, 

' The Fight of Faith Sermons preached on \anous occasions 
Fifth Edition Cror\n8\o, yj 6 d 

The Spirit of the Christian Life, Tliird Edition Crown 
8vo, SJ 

Theology in the English Poets —Cou per, Coleridge, Words- 
worth, and Bums Fifth Edition Post 8\o, 51 

Christ in Modern Life, Srtcenth Edition Cro^\n S\o, 5^ 

Sermons First Senes. Thirteenth Edition Crown Si o,5r 

Sermons. Second Senes Sixth Edition Croun 8\o, 5^ 

BROWN, Rlv y Baldxviii, BA —The Higher Life Its Reaht}, 
Experience, and Destiii} Sixth Edition Crowai S\ 0, 5^ 

Doctrine of Annihilation in the Light of the Gospel of 
Love. Fne Discourses Fourth Edition Cionn S^o, 2r 0 

The Christian Policy of Life A Book for Young Men of 
Business Third Edition Crow n Si o, 31 6/f 

BROWN, S Boifoji, Ayl— The Fire Baptism of all Flesh, 
or, Tiic Coming Spiritual Crisis of the Dispensation Croun 
S\o, Os 

BROWN, Hornlio F —Life on the Lagoons. V ith t\\ 0 Ilhbirations 
and Map Croun S\o, Os 

BROWNBILL, yV/;’ —Principles of English Canon Lax/. 
Part I. General Introduction Croun b\o. Os 

BROJYNE, ir R—Tho Inspiration of the New Testament 
With a Preface by the Re. J P. Noarjs, D D Reap Sto, : . 0 
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rORDETT lltn>7 C— Holp In Sickness— l/horo lo Go and 
"What to Do Crown S%o tr ()d 
Holp^ to Health The llahlintloo— The ISurjory — The School 
room and— -TTw rerroa. ^\rth fl Chapter on I Icojotc and IlcaJlb 
Resorts. CroT,n8ro,lJ 0 .^ 

riRTO^ Vn /*r44D»/— The Inner Life of Sjxin PnlesKno 
and tho Holy I-anda Post Sro (u 

rUSBECQ Ogitr Gkittitm Je — Hla Life and Lollon. 11 / Ciuci C3 
T]lot^To’« rearms II and I II Bl-scrduevc DAtcctx, 
hLA. asoU. \\ilh hromupkee*. Demj Sro 24f 

C4Rr£J<rrER U S LL.D MD,rR.S, t —TJio Principle* 
of Mental PhytloloBy WTih ih^ Appllcalko* to the 
TraJalm; and T>Uaphne of uio Mmd and the SuhIj of iti MoiWd 
CooditioTU. RlostiBletL Sutb Ldltiom S^o izr 

Catholic Dictionary Cootalninc K«nc Accoont of the Doctrine, 
DuduUae Rites, Ceremoolcs, Councils and Pel giotis Orilm of 
the Catholic Church ^ ^\IUJAW E. Anois bikI TjlOM-ti 
AshOLO M V, Second LdiUon. Demy Sro, rr 

Joumoy toParnossns, Spaiii»hTett,uIthTiaii*- 
latleo into Ea^luh Teredt, Piulaet and DJnrtmUi Neto, Ly 
jAwta y GiWox Crown Sixt, 1.^ 

CJIEYJiE R<t^ T A —The Prophecies of Isaiah* Trambled 
«]ih CrUkal hote* sod Dmertatloni. a solr Third Ediiios. 
Demy Std 3jr 

CHICHELE Mirj —Doing and Undoing A StoQ* i rtL 
Crown Sro. 

— Klomenla of Geometry TraiulUed by Dr 
KLukis. \\ tth 145 Flcnrcs. Crofnn Svo, 41. &/ 

CLARKE Riv Henry Jtma AKC — The Fundamental Science 
Demy Sro lor 6/ 

CLA^ DEK P Jf — Samnel Sharpe Egyptologist and Tiruahitor 
of the Bible Crown Sro, 6r 

CLIFFORD Samttd — Whnt Thlnh Te of the Christ? Crown 
Sto 6#. 

CLODDf EAwaid F R.A S . — The Childhood of the "World s a 
Simple Account of Blan In Early Time*, ^oitb Fd i L^^. 
CroTO Sro, jr 

A Spedol Editkm for Schools. 1/ 

The Childhood of Hellions. Indodteg a Simple Aceoml of 
the Dtrth and Growth of Myths and Lgg iiuTc E^th Thousani 
Crown Sto, St 

A Speeds! Edidon for Schools, ir 6 ii 
Jesuflof Noxaroth* "WhhabTkfsl.etchofJcwhhlTIjtoiy tothc 
Tlpio 0/ His Beth, fimsU crown Sro, 
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COGHLAN', y Cole, D D — The Modern Pharisee and other 
Sermons. Edited by the Very Rev H H Dickinson, D D , 
Dean of Chapel Ro}al, Dublin. New and Cheaper Edition, 
CroMTi 8\ o, yj (id. 

COLE, Geo)ge R, Ftiz-Roy — The Peruvians at Home. Croivn 
Svo, bs. 

COLERIDGE, Sat a —Memoir and Letters of Sara Coleridge. 
Edited by her Daughter. \Yith Index. Cheap Edition. "With 
Portrait. *js 6d 

Collects Exemplified. Being Illustrations from the Old and New 
Testaments of the Collects for the Sundays after Tnnity By the 
Author 6f “ A Commentary on the Epistles and Gospels ” Edited 
by the Rev Joseph Jackson Croum 8\o, 5^ 

CONNELL, A K — Discontent and Danger m India. Small 
crown Si o, 31 (d 

The Economic Revolution of India. Crown 8vo, 4s 6d 

CORY, Wtiham — Guide to Modern English History Part I 
— MDCCCXV -HDCCCXXX Demy 8\o, 91. Part II — 

l^roCCCXXX -JfDCCCXXXV., iss 

COTTERILL, H B —An Introduction to the Study of Poetry. 
Crown Svo, yr (id 

COURTS, El anas Bmddt Honey — The Training of the Instinct 
of Love With a Preface by the Rev Edward Thring, III A 
Small crouTi Svo, 2s. 6d, 

COX, Rev Sti George TY , Jll A , Baif —’The Mythology of the 
Aryan Nations. New Edition Demy Svo, i6j- 
Tales of Ancient Greece. New Edition Small crown Svo, 6s 
A Manual of Mythology in the form of Question and 
Answer. New Edition Fcap Svo, 31- 
An Introduction to the Science of Comparative Myth- 
ology and Folk-Lore Second Edition Croum 8i o js 6d 

COX, Rev. Su G W, MA , Bart , and JONES, Eustace Hinton — 
Popular Romances of the Middle Ages. Third 
Edition, in i vol. Croivn Svo, 6s, 

COX, Rev Samuel, D D —A Commentary on the Book of Job. 
With a Translation Demy Svo, IS^ 

Salvator Mundi , or, ‘Is Chnst the Sanour of all Men ? Ninth 
Edition Crown Svo, 5 j 

The Larger Hope. A Sequel to ‘'Salvator Mundi.” Second 
Edition i6mo, is 

The Genesis of Evil, and other Sermons, mainly expositorj' 
Third Edition Crou n Svo, 6s, 

Balaam. An Exposition and a Stud}' Croun 8io, 5 'S' 

Miracles. An Argument and a Challenge Crown 8i o, 2s, 6d 
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i/n— A YoariJ Medltallona- Crown Sro 6 j 
CRiUFURD 0/tniZ/— Porluffal Old ond Now AMih IDtaln 
lions and Map*. >>eir and Cheaper I ^ibo. Crown Sro, 6f 
Crime of Chrlalmaa Day A Tale of the I>alin Qaarlrr JJj the 
Author of Mjr Docau and mj Dasj;bteT is 
CROF/RR jMh J5<ciite it D -Tho IlelJglon of tho Future 
Cronn Sto 6r 

DiMELL CVhrws/ — Tho Gold Troasuro of Indian An lo-rtilxy 
into its Atnotmt the Came of its AcmraDlation and the Proper 
hleau of using it u Money Crown Sro, 5/ 

DonUh Parsonago By an Angler Crown S\o,G/ 

Darkness and Dawn iha Pcactfo) Birth of a Ncir Age. Small 
crown Sto, j OJ 

D4hIDS0t> Rev S^skI DJi LL^ — Canon of tho Biblo 
Its hormatloo Illitory, utd Floctoaliom. Thlnl and licriscd 
Edition. Small crown OTD 5/ 

Tho Doctrtno of Last Things cnntnlned In tho New Telia 
tnent compared with the Notions of the Jews and the Suiesnoits 
of Church Cre<.ds. Sb» 11 crown 8io Jr 6ti 
DllJDSO\ 73rneA— Tho PorlhenoD Friezo oaO other Ettsye. 
Crown 810, df 

DAirsO \. CfA. StA Prayers, with a Discourse on Prnyer 
CdUed by hts Wife 1 ust benefc Dgbth Edition. Crov*Q 
8ra, 6r 

* AliO a New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Sro jr. 6^ 
Ppayert, with a Discourse on Prayer Edited by GcOMz 
St CiUn. Second Scries. Crown Sro, 6s 
Sermons on Disputed Points and Special Occasions 
Edited by his ^^ue Fonrth Editicai. Crown Sro, 6t 
Sermons on Dally Life and Duty Edited by his IVIfc. 
Eoarth Edllioru Crown Sto, 6/ 

The Authentic Gosprf wod other Sermon*. Edited by 
GtOKQcST Claou Third Edition. Crown Sro dr 
Three Books of God 1 Nature, History and Scripture. 
Sermons edited by Geoccb St Claib Crertrn 8to dr 
Dh yONCOVRT ATwiasme Alastt — Wholesome Cookery Thin] 
Editkti. Crown Sro jr 6d. 

PE EOAG EtettS Cem G IF — The V^ago of the Jeannette 
Tho Ship and Ico Totonols of Edited by his ^^l^e Emua 
D s Lono Wth PoriruJt% htops, end many Illastntlon* on 
wood and stone, a roll. Demy 810,36/ 

Democracy in the Old World and tho Now By the Author 
of ^Tho Sna Canal the Eastern Quation, and Abynhda, etc. 
SmaQ crown Sto, 2 ; 6d. 
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DEVEREUX, W Cope, R N-.,FR Farr Italy, the Riviera, 
and Monte Carlo. Comprising a Tour through North and 
South Italy and Sicily, with a short accoimt of Malta Croun 
Svo, 6s 

Doing and Undoing. A Stovj. By j\Iary CnicnnLE i lol 
Crown Svo. 

DOWDEN, Ediva)d, LL D — Shahspere a Critical Study of his 

hhnd and Art. Sc enth Edition Post Svo, izs 

Studies in Literature, 1789-1877 Third Edition Large 
post 8v o, 6r 

DUFFIELD, A y — Don Quixote* his Critics and Commen- 
tators. With a bnef account of the mmor vvorlcs of Miguel de 
Cervantes Saavedra, and a statement of the aim and end of 
die greatest of them all A handy hook for general readers. 
Crown Svo, 3r 6d 

DU MONCEL, Count — The Telephone, the Microphone, and 
the Phonograph With 74 Illustrations Second Edition 
Small crown S\ 0, 51- 

DURUY, Vtcioj — History of Rome and the Roman People 
Edited b) Prof hlAHArrv With nearly 3000 Illustrations 4to. 
Vols I II and III in 6 parts, 30J each vol 

EDGEWORTH, F V — Mathematical Psychics An Essay on 
the Application of Iilathematics to Social Science. Demy 8\ 0, 
7 j 6d 

Educational Code of the Prussian Nation, in its Present 
Form. In accordance with the Decisions of the Common Pro 
vmcial Law, and with those of Recent Legislation, Crown Sv o, 
2s 6d 

Education Library. Edited by Philip Magnus — 

An Introduction to the History of Educational 
Theories. By Oscar Browning, hi A Second Edition 
3J' 6d 

Old Greek. Education By the Rev Prof hlAiiAFFi , M A 
Second Edition 3r 6d 

School Management Including a general view of the work 
of Education, Organization and Discipline. By Joseph Landon 
Third Edition. 6s 

Eighteenth Century Essays. Selected and Edited by Austin 
Dobson With a Miniature Frontispiece by R Caldecott 
Parchment Librarj' Edition, 6s , vellum, js 6d 

ELSDALE, Hen>y — Studies in Tennyson’s Idylls Cioun Svo, $s. 

ELYOT, Sir Thomas — The Boke named the Gouernour. Edited 
from the First Edition of 1531 by Henry HePvBeut Stephen 
Croft, M.A., Bamster at-Lavv. 2 vols. Fcap 4to, 50^. 



10 


A List of 


Emerson's (RtUph Waldo) Uf« By Ourra \\i:*<DrLL Iloiur'i. 
English Copyright Edition, iih Poftralt. Croim 5ro 0/ 

Enoch the Prophet The Boot oC \TchUjhop LAcarver f Tnuat- 
btran with an Introdectkio by the Anlhor of The Evolution of 
Chrotbnlty CrtmnSTo 

Eranus, \ Collection of Exercuei In the Akatc utd Sipphlc JIclrc% 
EdUed by r CoRMtii Assistant Master at I ion. Second 
Edition, CroTin8\o,-J 

Vari — Tito Story of Our Father^ lui^e told to 
Children, ‘^mh niHl Cheaper Libuoo. \\ iib Four JUntlratloo*. 
reap 8 to, 1/ 6J 

Fnn Kwao" nt Canton before Treaty Days 382B-1S44 
By an old Roideot Wth FitmlUpIece Crown 8 o Sr 

r£/S — Shakspero and Monlatgae \n Eodearour to 

Explain the Tendency of Itamlct front Annaions fa Contemporary 
^^orLl, Crowa Sro, 

ItCCAEP Aer Eluitr — Scripture Onomatology Being Critlod 
Rote* 00 the Sentoagmt and other ^ criion*. Secosd lidjilon. 
Crown Sro 3 6f 

riOREDICE II //—A Month among the Mere Irish Small 
crown Svo, 5/ 

FOWLE Rc' T n —The Divine Legation of Christ, Crown 
Svo 7/ 

Frank Leward Edited by Cmutuu B-xaifiox Crom 8ro> (J 

FILLER Rtr l/urm— Tho LordlaDay or Christian Sunday 
It* Unity Illatory Fbikwopby and Perpetual ObUgation 
bennon*. Demy Sro, lor 6/ 

G-iRDJ\ER SawntJ R J BISS AfZ/LUACER MA^ 

Introduction to the Study of English History Second 
Edhfon, Large cr o wn Sro, 9 

G iRDRER Dintj — Quatre Bras, Llgny and Waterloo A 
Noimtlre of the CompolgD In BeiglinD, 1S15 tMih Map* inyl 
riani. Demy Sro, i6j 

Genesis In Advance of Present Science, A Crflknl Inrattatlon 
of Cb^en L-IX, By a Septuagenariaa JJ«cficTd Ihw^lcr 
Demy Svo. jo/ 61^ 

CSyEA E — Irresponsible Philanthropists. iVtn g jome 
ChifRer* 00 the Employioeot of Gmllewomai. SoaJi cnnrn 
Svo, s/ 6^ 

GEORGE Hrmry — Ppogreae and Porerty j An loqulrr into tie 
Csotc* of Joduitrral Depranotu, and of Increase of \\ ant w lih 
Increase of AVealth. The Remedy Fifth Lfljtary EdJdon 
Post Sto, 7j 6cf Cabinet Edition. Crown Svo, ar 6J Al*o o 
Cheap Edatian. Limp doth, ir 6 L ftper cotwx, u 
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GEORGE, Hem y — cout tatted. 

Social Problems. Fourth Thousand Croun 8io, 5 j. Cheap 
Edition. Paper coaers, is 

GIBSON, yathts 1 * — Journey to Parnassus. Composed by Miguel 
nn Cer\ antes Saa\ ldka Spanish Te\t, with Translation into 
English Tercets, Preface, and Illustratnc Notes, by. Crotra 
S\o, I2,f. 

Glossary of Terms and Phrases Edited by the Rev H Perca' 
Smith and others. Medium S\o, I2s 

GLOVER, F , M A — Exempla Latina. A First Construing Book, 
w ith Short Notes, Lcvicon, and an Introduction to the Analysis 
of Sentences, Second Edition Fcap S\o, 2r 

GOLDSIIID, St) Ftaacts Hatty, Bail, QC, MR — Memoir of 
■\Vith Portrait, Second Edition, Revised. Crorni 8vo, 6 s, 

GOODENOUGH, Commodate j G — Memoir of, vath Extracts from 
Ins Letters and Journals Edited by his Widow With Steel 
Engraicd Portrait. Third Edition Ciowm Sio, 51-, 

GOSSE, Edmtmd — Studies in the Literature of Northern 
Europe. New Edition Large crowm 8\o, 

Seventeenth Century Studies. A Contnbution to the History 
of English Poctiy Uemy 8\o, lor 6 d 

GOULD, Rat S Bart ay, M A —Germany, Present and Past 
New and Cheaper Edition. Large crown 8\o, yr 6 d 

GOWAN, Major Walter E —A. Ivanofl’s Russian Grammar 
(l6th Edition ) Translated, enlarged, and arranged for use of 
Students of the Russian Language Demy S\ o, 6r 

GOWER, Lord Ronald My Reminiscences. Cheap Edition 
SVitli Portrait Large crown S\o, yr 6 d 

GRAHAM, Wtlltam, M A — The Creed of Science, Rehgious, Jloral, 
and Social Second Edition, Revised Crown 8vo, 6 j 

GREY, Rcnvlattd — In Sunny Switzerland. A Tale of Six Weeks 
Small crowai Svo, 5 j 

GRIFFITH, Thomas, A J/— The Gospel of the Divine Life a 
Study of the Fourth El angelist Demy8\o, 14J 

GRIMLEY, Rev H N , M A. — Tremadoc Sermons, chiefly on 
the Spiritual Body, the Unseen World, and the 
Divine Humanity Fourth Edition. Crown Svo, 6 s 

G. S. B —A Study of the Prologue and EpUogue in English 
Literature from Shaliespeare to Dryden Crown 
Svo, 5s 

GUSTAFSON, Alex —The Foundation of Death, Third Edition. 
Croivn 8i 0, jr. 
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HAECKEL, ISH Emi —The History of Creation Tnmlaiion 
rerijcd 07 Profeuor L. Rav La crrrna, M A- F ILS ^Mlb 
Colored ITatc* •od Genealogical Trees of ihc Tailout gfoopi 
of boUi riant* nod AnImaU. a \oU, Third Edition. IV»t 
Sxo, Jif 

Tho History of the Evolution of Mon ^\llh nonicrcfl* 
lUostntkm. 2 toU. JoTt8vo,jar 

A Visit to Coylon To i 8to, ^t C-l 

Froodom In Sclonco and Teaching With a rrcfalorj Aote 
IJ7T II IIuxLn 1 R.S CrerrmS o 5 

Halt Crowk Smii;* i— 

A I-oil Love. II7 Avxa C. Ootx [ Vthford Oecnl 

SUter Dora a Btograpbj BfilAROAittTLavfDAic. 

True Words for Bmvo Mon a Booh for Soldiers and SaHon. 
Dj the Into Cir vrles 

Notes of Travel t bdng CAtneu from ibe Jcmnals of Coont \ iv 
filOLTRC, 

EngULsh Sonnets. Collected and XrrangedbyJ Dexxu. 

London Lyrics. Bj ? Loccu. 

Homo Songs for Qutot Hours. B/ the Rer Cenoo R. II 
Bat^ci. 

JIAHRIS Uilluui—Tht History of tho Radical Parly In 
Parliament DecafSx'o 15/ 

IJARROP /‘’Actt' — B olingbroko. A PoliUcai Stndjr and CntlctnL 
DemySro 14/ 

HART Re-' J If T — Tho Autobiography of Judas Iscariot 
A Character Stndjr Crown 8to, y 6/ 

HAfVEIS, Re-' H R. VA — Currant Coin Materfallnn — The 

Eteril — Cntne — Pnmtennm — Pam^rijiu — Emotion — RecreaUon 
—The Sabbath. Fifth Edition Crown Ero, 51. 

Arrows in tho Air FlAh EdUioa. Crown Sro, 51. 

Speech In Season Fifth EdlBon Crown Sro, 

Thoughts for tho Times. Thirteenth Edition- Crown 8ro, 5/ 

Unsoctarlan Family Prayers, htvr Ediiloa. Fcap. Sm, 
1/ 6>f 

HAfFKTA'S AAmni C*merferd . — Spirit and Form Sermon* 
preached In the Parlih Church of Leatherheod. Crown8\o 6s 

HAWTIIORKE \atkaniel Complete In Twclte ^ olumc*. 
Large post 8\0| 71. 6d. each \oltiine. 

VoL. L Twice told Talsi. 

II Moms Fsou AH Old Hahse. 

HI. Tm Hodie Of Til* SEvra Gablsi, ahd The Show 
IlUQE 
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IIA WTHORNE, Naihamd — conituiud 

You IV. The Wondereook, TA^GLE^^ooD Tales, and Grand 
rATHER’s Chair. 

V. The Scarlet Letter, and The Blithedale Romance 
VI The jSIarble Faun [Transformation ] 

Home, and English Note Books. 

IX Ami RICAN Note-Books 
X 1‘RENCH AND ITALIAN NOTE-BoOKS 
XI bi PTiMius Felton, The Dollu lr Romance, Fanshawe, 
AND, IN an Appendix, The Ancestrai Footstep 
XTI Tales and Essvts, and oiher Papers, mttii a Bio- 
graphical Sketch or IIam'thorne. 

//.4 V£S, A A , Jmt — New Colorado, and the Santa Fe Trail 
Wilji Map and 6o Illuslnlions Square 8vo, qr 

IILNNESSY, Str John Popo — Ralegh in Ireland With his Letters 
on Insh Affairs and some Contemporary Documents Large croira 
8\o, pnnted on hand-made paper, parchment, lor bd 

HENRY, PhtUp — Dianes and Letters of Edited by Matthew 
IIenrv Lee, M A Large crowai 8vo, bd 

HIDE, Allot — The Age to Come. Small croi\*n Svo, 2s bd 

H/JlfE, Major H JF L , R A — Wagnensm . A Protest. Croivn 
Svo, 2s bd 

HINTON, y — Life and Letters With an Introduction b> Sii W 
W Gull, Bart , and Portrait engraved on Steel by C. II Jeens 
Fifth Edition Crov.ai Svo, 8r bd 

Philosophy and Religion Selections from the Manuscripts of 
the late James Hinton Edited by Caroline IIaddon Second 
Edition Crown Svo, 

The Law Breaker, and The Coming of the Law. 

Edited by Margaret Hinton Crovvai Svo, bs 

The Mystery of Pam. New Edition Fcap Svo, is. 

Hodson of Hodson’s Horse , or, Twelve Years of a Soldier’s Life 
m India Being extracts from the Letters of the late Major 
W S R Hodson With a Vindication from the Attack of Mr 
Bosworth Smith Edited by his brother, G H HODSON, M A 
Fourth Edition Large crown Svo, 

HOLTHAM, E (7 —Eight Tears m Japan, 1873-1881 Work, 
Travel, and Recreation With three Maps Large crown Svo, pr 

Homology of Economic Justice. An Essay by an East India 
- Merchant Small crown Svo, 

HOOPER, Mary —Little Dinners . How to Serve them with 
Elegance and Economy. Eighteenth Edition. Crown 
Svo, 2s bd. 
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IIOOrER Marj — (fiiltnutJ 

Cookery for Invalid*. Persons of Delicate DIgealion, 
and Children Fcnrrth Ldlitotu Cromi Sro ^ OJ 
Every-Day Meals. Befafi Econoroical ami ^\^»oloome Reefpea 
for Ilrtaldtjt, Lancheoe and Sopper SUlh EdUIcin. Cromt 
Sro, 2S, 

lIOPKiyS Eihtt — Work omongst Working Men nfOi 
CdlUoo. Croinj Sro, jr 6./ 

HOSriTAUER The Modem Applications of Eleclrlclly 
Tratnhted qikI Enlorccd by Joucs KlAtrs, iTi^D 2 aoIv 
S ecood EdIUon, Rertow «*th nuoy addilionj and nnincroui 
IDoMraUoai. D«oy Sro, ll/ (ti, each toltnne. 

\ OL, I — Electric Gcocnion, Dcdric UebL 
Nol. n —Telephone » 'Xoriom AppltcaJlom t Ekdncal 
TronnriltrioQ of Coerjy 

Household RoodlOCT on Prophecy Dy a Loynum. Small 
erown Sro, ^ i/ 

JIUCtlBS ITenrj — Tho nodempUon of the World Crown 8 o 
V ^ 

JIU'PTINCFQRD Rr' E .DCZ.— Tho Apocalypse, ^^llh • 

Coounentary ood totrodoctoiy Easy Dray Sn>, ^ 

//C7VE/VSOV //^Thonghl SymboUstn and Grammatlc 
lUasions. Bc^ • Treatue on the hatnrv rortMse &ik 1 
llatetkl of Speech. Crown Sro 5*. 

//UTTOf/ Rft C F— Dncousclotis TeoUroony m The Silent 
\\ltncB of the FTebreir to the Tralh of the llntorical Scriplorci, 
Crown 8^o 6sl, 

E’VI/DMAN' H iS — Tho Historical Basis of Sodftllsm in 
England, large ctowq 6ro, 8/ 6^ 

IM TIIURy Evtrari F— ’Among tho Indians of Gulanju 
Behnf Shetchrv dilefly nnihropolocic, from the latcriof of British 
Gnkia. tMth 53 IBortnitloDi and a ilnp. Denij- 8 to, 18/ 

yiCCOUD Ptef S — Tho Curability and Treatment of Pul- 
monary Phthisis. Tcuulsled and edited by Moxtaou 
Ltjobock M D Demy Sro 151 

Jaunt In a JTurik A Ten Day* Cniise In lodisn Seas I^irge cnynn 
Sto, 7/ 6ti 

JAAA/A^ F. mmA RAYifONJ) y — The Archltoot^ I.©gal 
Handbook, Third Edition, icrlsed. Crown Sro, 6/ 

ySI/NINGS Mrj Rahol 1 Her life and Letters, Large 

po«t 8to 7/ Oii 
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JER VIS, Rev JV. Hetiky — The Gallican Church and the 
Revolution. A Sequel to the History of the Church of 
Trance, from the Concordat of Bologna to the Revolution. 
Demy Svo, 18s, - 

JOEL, L — A Consul’s Manual and Shipowner’s and Ship- 
master’s Practical Guide in their Transactions 
Abroad. With Definitions of Nautical, Mercantile, and Legal 
Terms , a Glossary of Mercantile Terms m English, French, 
German, Italian, and Spamsh , Tables of the Money, Weights, 
and Measures of the Pnncipal Commercial Nations and their 
Equivalents in Bntish Standards , and Fonns of Consular and 
Notanal Acts. Demy Svo, I2r. 

‘JOHNSTONE, C F,MA — Historical Abstracts being Outlines 
of the History of some of the less kno\vn States of Europe 
Ciorni Svo, 7^. M, 

JOLLY, William, ERSE, n/r— The Life of John Duncan, 
Scotch Weaver and Botanist, With Sketches of his 
Fnends and Notices of his Times Second Edition. Large 
crown Svo, with Etched Portrait, Qr. 

JONES, C The Foreign Freaks of Five Friends. With 30 
Illustrations, Crown 8\ o, 6s, 

JOYCE, P. W,, LLD, efe.—Old Celtic Romances. Translated 
the Gaelic, Crorvn Svo, ys, 6d. 

KAVFMANN, Rev M., A ^.—Socialism • its Natme, its Dangeis, 
and its Remedies considered. Crorvn Svo, ys 6d. 

Utopias ; or. Schemes of Social Improvement, from Sir Thomas 
More to Karl Marx, Crown Svo, ^s, 

NA Y, David, F R G,S —-Education and Educators. Crown S\o, 
ys 6d, 

KA Y, Joseph —Free Trade in Land. Edited by his Wldov^. With 
Preface by the Right Hon John Bright, M P. Seventh 
Edition. Crown 8v o, 5 -''» 

KEMPIS, Thomas d —Of the Imitation of Christ. Parchnmnt 
Library Edition — Parchment or cloth, 6s , vellum, 7 -*' 

Red Lme Edition, fcap Svo, red edges, 2.s^ 6d The Cabinet 
Edition, small Svo, cloth limp, , cloth boards, red edges, is od 
The Miniature Edition, red edges, 32mo, is. 

All the above Editions may be had in vinous extra binding' 

KENT, C— Corona Cathohea ad Petri successons Pedes 
Oblata. De Summi Poutificis Leonis XIII. Es- 
sumptione Epigramma. In Qumquagmta Linguis, Fcap 
4to, iSr. 
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KBTTLEW ETJ^ Etv .S.— Tliomo* u KomrJs nnd tho Brothcro 
of Common Life a toIs. Wlh 1 Demy Sto 

30 / 

•, Aboan Abrideed E«Utkn»toone voltttnc. Wihlortral! Cromi 
8ro ,/ ftd 

hIDD A/'Z>— Tho Laws of Thorapoutlc* or the Sdenefl 

■jw Art of 'Me<lldf»e Second Edition. Croua Sn? 6/ 

KiyCSFORD Aaiifl VZ>— Tho Perfect Way In Diet. A 
Trcalbe adrocattnc a Ketom (o the hatoml anti Anoeat 1 ood of 
oorRaee. Small crown 8vo is 

hI\GSLF\ CAtritt A/ A — Loiters and Momoricj of his Life 
Edited by hh Wife. With tno Steel Ln^Tcd lortj^«. ani 
1 igoettca on Wood IlAeenth Calnaet Edition. a\oU. Cronn 
S\o l_r 

AUo a People • Edition, In one Tolome. With Portrait. Crown 
S\o Cs 

AU SnlnU Day and other Serownr. Edited bj the Rcr W 
IlARijaox Third EdiUott Crown Sto Js 6J 
True Words for Bravo Mon A Boot ftr Seldlcn and 
Salion librarle*. Elereolh Edition. Crown Sto, 3 / Gj^ 

AAO\ — Tho Nctv Ployground or Wandering Ib 

Algerk. New end Cheaper Ldhki^ large crown Sro dr. 

LAi^DOK —School Manoffomont Ineladiac 0 General Mew 
of tne W ork of Cdecatloo, Orgaalatkn, and Bsdpline Third 
Edillon CrcmnSro,dA 

LAVRFE S. 5— Tho Training of Teachers, and other Edncallocal 
I'apcri. Crown Sro, 7r 

LEE Eev F C EC A.— Tho Other W'oricl , or GUmpacs of the 
SoperoatoraL aToU. ANewEdItke. Crown S\o 15 / 

Loiters from an Unknown Friood BjthcAnthorof Cbaila 
Lowder With a Preface bjr the Rer W II CtXAven, Fcap. 
Sto, It 

Latten from a Toung Emigrant In Manitoba. Second Edhioo 
SmaD crown Sro, 3 / 6 / 

Loward Frank Edited bjCiiAtLM BAiirro'? Crown S\o, r. Gtf 

LEWlSt. EAspord DiUtn , — A Draft Code of Criminal Law end 
Procodnro. lieiny Sto, air 

JJLLIE Ariitir The Popular Ufe of Buddha 

Contnlnlng cm Aimrer to the Ibbbert Lectnro of iSSi With 
Blnstratk^ Crown 8 to^ Gr. 

LLO^ D IPiri'fr — Tho Hope of the "Wforld An Evap on Unimsal 
RedctoptlofL Crown Sro, 5r j 

LONSDAEE A/cr/jttnrf —Sister Dora I a IfiocraphT With Portrait. 
Cheap Edition. Crown Sto w ftd 
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I Ol'XSiW .\V, I rciilmorc Cooper, \\iih 

r< i!;'!! I HI n 

/ on Pr/^, c: r. -A Biorrophv. I’j tlic Aiuhor of “ Si Tcrc^n 
rscHr'It'.. *"-r J !j* f.) irMiibvo \\ uh rorlnit 3? Cf. 

^ I Ch't^. / * * r / “T-ccUirc? on General Nursing, iklucrcd lo 
tl't. i’lo'*! i.ir rf i!'t I r ^ilon lln ninl i'nining School for 
Nt r ' Ct ’>1 a S.-'. o 

/, 3 <*//. V, — Prop'otieia PjO]>hclica, or, The 
I ' ' ■ 1 1 Pr !* '1 ^ f till Oh’ 1 1 t 'im 111 1 \Tiuiiii.ii iScii LiliUon 
WihN.’.ivC t . I'l ''O V, M, \ , Hon Cniion of 

C >’> 1 u 1 It 0 , Sio 

/IT'j'PV, . • ' /’ / Ic t — T,ifo, Loiters nnrl Lilcrary 

Kern iln*-. T,' . i, t! c I 1101 Im rn nh I’orimts 
I'lh ’r'.t'i ■"’ll c nil 1) in u-o \ ol I niul II , 32^, 

.'ll 'C ‘I ' C — Francis Bcamnonl . ACiHil’I SluiK Crown 

. 5 

A/.'C C i!J I .'I, a — Sludios In Low German and High 
Gorman Lift raturc. <. r.i\ n S\o, 6f. 

/n !C/// JU /.//, A ''—Life and Times J5> Trof Viu \ur 
7 r I 1». LiNn\ \ in a i .5 \oh. Largo post, S\o, 4S; 

M JC///.I} r///, A —Discourses on Iho First Deendo of 
Titus Li\ius, Tirnvptcd from the InInn hy^I^IA^ Hill 
'I HOM'0\, 'I \ L^rgc crown S\o, I2r 

The Prince, InnMiltd from the InInn hj N II. T. Snnl! 
crown S\o, pinUcil on Inml nrdo paper, bcvdlcd hoards, 6r 

i>UCKL.\F/j , .rl'ivaic’fi — Hov>- India is Governed. Being an 
Account of LngP nil's Work m India .Small crown S\o, zs. 

Ilf lC^AbGI^\ Jin j, 1 } — Cccna Domini An Fssa) on the Lord's 
Supper, its rnmituc Institution, Apostolic Uacs, and Subsequent 
Ilislorj Deni) S\o, ip 

XACVrALTEJi, Jin C .S'— Life of Antonio Rosmmi Serbati 
(Founder of the Institute of Clnritj) 2 aols Demy Sio 

[\'ol I now' ready, price I2r 

MAGNUS, Mrs —About the Jews since Bible Times From the 
Bab}loman EmIc till the English Exodus. Small crow'n S\o, or. 

MAIJi, Ji S,MD,rJi CSC —The Medical Guide for Anglo- 
Indians Being a Compendium of Adaice to Europeans in 
India, relating to the Presen alion and Regulation of Health 
With .a Supplement on the Management of Children in India 
Second Edition. Crow'n 8\o, limp cloth, 3r 

MALDEN, Hmr^> A/Aa' —Vienna, 1683. The History and Consc 
quences of the Defeat of the Turks before Vienna, September 
I2th, 1683, by John Sobicski, King of Poland, and Charles 
Leopold, Duke of Lorraine. Crown Sio, 4?. M 
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Many Voices A Tolomc of ExlmcU from the RcUoIooi ol 

Chriitendotn from llw Flrtt (o the ^lilccnlh Ccntuiy ^^'llh 
Diocraphiol Skclchet, CtoudStd, doth extra, red edges, 6s 

fJARkllAiS Cafl AtUrt llasttnss.P V—Tlio Groat Troxen Sea j 
A Tcnoiul hirralireof the \oTnm; of the the Arctic 

ijpedItloB of 1875-6, ^^Ilh i hall pa^ IlhatratkHU 3 hfara 
ftoa -7 Woodcnti. Sixth and Cheaper MUIoil Cronn8ro,ar 
A Polar Roconnal®ianco I bans 'opfic of the lAj^nt 
to Iscmya Z^ba la 1879. With 10 niostraiioQi^ Dem^Sro, iCs 

Morrlogo and Maternity or Scriptnre Wires pjkI Mothers, Small 
crovn 8\o, ^ 6 J, 

MARTI\LAU OuHIno L-cssons on Morals. ""Small 

crown 8vo, y 6 J 

MAUDSLEY H J/Z)— IJody and Will. Ddag an Emr eon- 
ccmiBjj \\ rll, la lu Uetaiiijslcal Physiological and rat^wgical 
Aspects. Sro, tar 

2ECRAT/A 7>r77« — 'Pictures from Ireland Iscw and Cheaper 
Edition. Crown Sro it 

klEREDiT/f —ThootoHoe, the Example lor Woman 
Iledkated by pennlsilaa to Lady Agnes \\ ood. Rmsed by 
the Venerable Archdeacoo DeMUOX smo, limp cloth, ir 6 A 

MILLER EAecid —The History and Doctrines of Irvlnglsm 
or The eo-caOed Catholic au Apostolic Cbath s roll. Large 
poet Sro, 35; * 

Tho Church In Relation to the Slate Lairc enmn Sro, 

yr (xL 

MINCffjy 7 G —Bulgaria since the War \ holes of a Toot la 
the Aatunm of 1879. Small cr om Sro, 5/ 6 d 

MITCHELL, Ltf<y M — A History of Ancient Sculpture With 
Dcmeiom lUtBlraUaiif, Induing 6 Plates In Phototype. Snp« 
itpjtl Sro 431 

Selections from Anclont Sculpture. Bdng a Portfolio cqd- 
talnlng Repro d c c tloDi In Phototype of 36 Masterpieces of Amdent 
Art to ffloflnitc Jim. UHcbelTs * nistory of Andeot Scnlptore ” 

MJTFORH Dtrirtan ^ — Through tho Zulu Ccuutty Its Eoitla 
fields end its People. %Vith Fire Uloitxatloot. fteny Sro l+r 

MOCKLER E — A Grammar of the Balooohee X.anguage, es 
it Is rooken In hlakriTi (Andent Gedrodid la the Persia Anddc 
and Roman rfiamrtfta. Fenp. Sro, 5/ 

MOLESWORTS Rtv IF Aoxocu, M A — History of the Church 
of England from 1060 Large cTounSro 7/ W 




